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to Nos, 645 and 575, Part XIX. Reports, 
‘egotisios opened betwee roadcompany 
‘and Imam Kuli for’partieipation in. the 


Disturbances near Linggah. Has urged Persian 


Government to. take. meas. gai 
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Avglo-Persian Oi) Company. Refers to No. 
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ib ues Oo see eget 
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oe ee aes 
Sec 


to local chiefs ° 


Russian troops in Persia, Refers to No, 647, 
Part XIX, Considers present moment 
Copportane for withdrawal of troops. Has 
urged withdrawal on M, Poklowaki with 
OUE UCDO sy ee eee 


‘The mirza of the Gorian vice-consulte, 
Kona iowe ‘expen ini. 
orelay's degpatch of 27th August (No, 
GO ANXID aes 

Russian troops in Persia. Refers to No, 16, 
Reports couveraation with Count Bencken- 
dont, in which. Secretary” for. Forel 
‘Atalrs bas urged reduction of Russian 
trope ete 3 


Reduction of Russian troops in Persia, Has’ 
received No. 16, M.Sazonow had already 
‘expresod wish of Rossian Government 
to reduce troops at Tabrees, | For. tho 
moment, na question of reduction at 
Reyne ace | ae romer 
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troops at Tabrces, The Saaed-Dowloh 
dha koa ptr of the ain 


State of Persia. Reports conversation with 
3@ Saad-ed-Dowleh, who is. mysterious 
3d gives very pessimistic accounts of the 

state of Persia. Question of appointment, 
of his son as Persian Minister in London 


Reduetion of Russian troops in Persia. Re- 
‘ports interviow with.M Sazonow. Has 
Lorged reduetion—successfully in the case 
of Tuber, masaceesally ithe case of 
avin) joan =| 


Journey vf Vali of Van to Persian frontier, 
‘Trangmits despatch from His Majesty's 
Acting viceconsul wt Van reporting on... 


\-ed-Dowleb to London. ‘The 
Persian Ministor at Brussols desires him 
imate wish of the Saad-ed-Dowleh to 
retary for Foreign 

Afurs, Gives his opinion on this request 


Reduction of Russian troops. Acting: Mini- 
stor for Foreign Affairs bas intimated that 
‘about 900 men vill bo withdrawn from 
‘Twbreet, but no promise bas been given 

rogand to Kaavin. iat ts 

Repaira to bridges on Rakbhtiari Road, Refers 
to No. 66d, Part Will acoopty in 

ig account, ‘the 
forgoing auy interest a 


in Persia, Reports construc- 


Repeats telegram from His 
ie = it Tew | 


usa trope at Kaxvin.Refareto Now. 83 | 


sel i nM ssw to wie 
Ara or largely tase | 


‘Outstanding: Godar Bridge account. Refers 
‘to No, 648, Part XIX. Persian’ 
Company will forgo interest on condition 
of promptsettlemebt.. ey 


Stato of the Godar Bridge. ‘Transmits 

in No. 671, Part XIX. 

Repairs being urgently neoded, hopes 

decision may’ be come to in regard to 
No. 856, Part XVIIT «, 


to Hi Majesty's Minister at Tehran 
peace ma 


Azerbaljan province. Refers to No, 34. 
Disordecs at Zenjau subsiding, Tehran 
force tuarching: to Tabrees a 
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Russian forco on Tehran-Reshtroad, Refers 
to No, 85. Reports conversation with 
‘M, Sazonow in which he bas urged on him 
redaction of troops at Kazviy but with 
‘Out success a ee 


‘The exShah, Approves action in signing 
ooo ofthe Pr Soptombar, onload tt 

fo, 076, relative to surrender by tho x- 

Shih of th Grown joel, i 


Russian troops in Persia, Has beon informed 
‘by M, Saronow of withdrawal of $00 men 
fom Tabreaz, Also tyported in Oficial 
Mossenger”” of the 12th, Ootober. 
‘urged withdrawal from Kazvi 
Sazonow demurs 


Advance to Sheikh of Mohammorah. ‘Trane 
‘copy of Secret letter from Govern- 

ment of India enclosing receipt of the 
Sheikh for sum of 10,0004, with corro- 
spondense hy 


Russian troops in Persia, Reports with 
ddraveal of two companies of iufantey and 
fone grenadier battery from Tabroo 


Proposed convocation of Porsian Sena, 
Bquires option of Ruswan proposal 
fungi a Sonite” as a chetk on the 
Powers of the Medjiss, Russian Atnbas- 
felon ite a ain ich a stop 
tyra to Tis Majesty's Goverment 10 
Tunduefterferonon, a 


Shire ect, Meant tyr tom 
Government of Toda approving propo 
of is Majey's Mifoer at aes 


Runsian and Persian Governments, Reports 
‘elustatement of Smirnov aud Sadowsky, 
‘and complaints cared CaN 
HhrosbnexSultanoh to Hen (roo N 

Part XV) 


leo te Sedel-Dowlh to 

‘cknowiaiges No con 

est tn give & portal inarvow If th 
Stal in tntruiced by tho 
Persian Minit es ne 
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Ni atthe. convo 
Scuato with object of cowute 
tho Assembly would ben 
‘undesirable interference in internal affairs 
Dat, hs asked for a. 
Majesty's Ministor at ‘Phi 


‘anor mentioned affordadequate guaranteo 
ily ee) as 


fat Ardebil.Ropeata telegram froin 
Majesty's acting consul-ger 

‘Tabroes reporting ‘ony and ung 

Rossians should cease (giving en 

‘meat to Rahim Khan... 


Antebil. Refers to No, 51. Reports appl 
cation by Russian consal for Ross 
troops. Military action of Persian (i 
vermment .. vy ' 








Date, 


Sonsecr. 








6) Sip A Ni 


65 Sir G. Buchanan 








Oct, 24, 1900 


Sept. 18, 





Navigation of Lake Urumia. Refers to No. 
1. Reports German activity with regard 
to acquisition of the euncesston, 


Personal debt of ex-Sbah to Russian Bank. 
Refers to No. 676. Reports conclusion of 
convention by which the Persian Govern- 
‘nent has taken over the debt 


Anbistan legen lines, ‘Transits de; 
Spatch rom Ils Majesty consul general 
at Bushire in regard to assumption of, by 
Indo-European Telegraph Department, and 
also copy of reply sent to Captain Trevor 


Sardar Mubtasham. Refers to No, 426, 
Part XVII. Trausmitsdespatch from His 
Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, reporting that 
the Sardar has applied for British protec- 
tion, and recommending friendly reply. 
‘Conturs in this recommetdation #| 

Expeditions of Russian troops from Tabrees, 

Framstnits despatch from His Majesty's 
acting consnl-xeneral at Tabreez reporting 
return of troops sent out on three expedic 
tions as reported in No. 465, Part XIX... 


Tnsecutity of southern roads. Refers to No. 
‘442, Part XIX, Transnite copy of note 
fddrosed to” Persian Government on 
ttubjectof. Sardar Assad states that he in 
Dreparing’a scheme of road guards. 

Hakhtiari Khans. ‘Transmits copy of secret 
‘ngreement received from Lieut 
fing, signed by Bakhtiari kha 

‘pelle corttnets 


Situation in Persia. Refers to Nos. 618 and 
642, Part XIX.” Reports on working of 
Government during last four weeks, and 

n general state of the provinces. 


veal in Pola, ‘Tranenis wiual monthly 
mmary of for lt four weak, 
sits evga from 
ig cosa eneral at 
Teportng of recent tent ad 
capecally on visit ofvalot Yan to Uru 
Dus atention to probability off 
fueaton ein dele ae ace hy the 
stannic fa these fronton regs of 
‘rk provinces se 


Rusian troops at Kaxvin. Reports con- 

io wil M,Suzotow, ta which he 

Urged withdrawal of AL Sazonow dee 

marred mainly with reference to situation 
Mani eee 


Affairs of Persia, Tronsuite summary of 
Novo Vremya” corre 
nt in ‘Tehran, respecting arrival of 
M. Poklevesky and the problems await 
him Te! Ge. ae 
Irrigation works at Ahwaz. Refers to No. 
IM, Part XVIL Reports article 
M Graadt van Roggen in the Nieuwe 
Courant” advocating the sending of a 
diplomatic representative to Tehran to 
secure the concession for, areadylpromised 
verbally, but afterwards withdrawn 
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Nayigation on Lake Uruini 
Nos. 1 and 53. Reports. conversation 
it Aavnant Mina or Porelgn Alain 
‘and possibility of preventing 
Ymain Kuli from taking the Germans iuto 
partnership .. f6 


Iimposslitity of sendin 
sf troops to: Ardebi ur of Russian 
authorities being. able ty restrain Rahitn 
Khan 


‘Topographical surrey in Wost Persia, ‘Trans 
“hie enpy of telegeapie eorempoutenee 
with Government of India espectng. Bt 
Uris an fo poiod for whieh oll 
Ate, extent of work and aealo of taps 


pairs to Godar Bridge, Refers to No, 37, 

errs agrooment. of chit to employ 
‘Mr. Sothama to vinit the bridge, Gives 
substance. of instructions went tothe 
‘agents of the company abroad, . 


Sitoation at Shimz. Repeats telog 
Hix Majesty's acting consul at 
porting on. urging dispatch of reluforce- 
ments, and suggesting ® low .. | 


‘Turoo - Persian frontier at Mohammorah. 
Refers to No. 674, Part XIX. His Mu- 
jesty's Government, would hesitate to 
‘accept any modification of the tine drawn 
bby the Commissioners of 1860 and ox 

lined ia No, 262) Part VIII, without full 
Ri Purkish, 


stome, ‘Transmits copy of note 
istrator-goneral of cust 
ross receipts for fest six h 
Dean attention to Incompati- 
these figures with reports of 
'yTusgen to Tsslan trade. 


Secretary to G 
to propnted aly repy nent of atta 
ment of as ae 
Société duTombac, Repeats tel 

iis, Majesty's acting cons 

alin renwal of govtrct to 
n agent, suggests application 
favour of Bngllah company 


Rosian euops in Persia. Baguio strength 
‘of toopsat Keer and Tabreen 


Connection between Bashing and 
" 

fecret liter from Goverment of nia 

retention of Livitotant 

With so examine question of. ss 

Siaton at Andi ato tn No, 3, 

pean clog from lls Majcty's 

aetng conslagenerl at Taboca reporting 

ony ad on movements of troops ey 











Nome. 


Dato. 


Sunsecr. 








‘To Sir A. Nicolson | 


No Mr. Marling. 


‘To Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company 


India Onice 
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Sir A, Nicolion 


‘To Sir G, Barclay 


nda Oftice 


Anglo = Persian Oil 
Company 


Sir. Barclay: 
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475 Tol. 


704 Tel. 
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Agency of Société du Tombac at Busbire. 
instructs to ask Russian Government to 
send to their Ambassador at Constantinople 
Instructions similar to those in Nu. 79. 


Agency of Société du Tombye at Boshi 
structs to act in co-operation with 
Russian Ambassador in sense of No. 74... 


‘Topographical survey in West Persia. Re- 
fers to No. 578, Part XIX.  Enquires on 
behalf of Government of India as to extent | 
af proposed work, ad scale of maps.) 


posed in 
is in. accordance. with | Ne 
‘Thinks that His Majesty's 
ald support. the scheme 
Corosult of enguiriesas to whether 
itis tended to levy road tolls... 


Russian troops in Persia, Refe 
Reports strength of at Kaz 


igen that tno 
nt to authentic a Bander Abbas 


Rossian troops at Kazvin. Refers to No. 82 
Reports publication of fact of 


oops at Kazvin, Authorises to act 
‘on last paragraph of No.82 2. 


Increased salutes for sheikhs of Mobam= 
nierab, Koweit, and Babrein, ‘Transmits 
‘copy of correspondence relative to 


‘Topographical survey in West Persia. Io- 
Plies to No, 80. ‘Gives text of telegram 
Already sent to Messrs. Loyd, Seott, and 
Co. to effect that eof the work 
will bo 500 miles, the scale of maps 
8 inches to the mile, and the period for 
Which sorvices of officers will bo re 
two Je seer ee as 


Ager Société du Tombac at Bushire. 
Hefers to Nos. 74 and 78, Russian Go- 
vernmeut 
ft Uonstantinople to support His. 
Government .. 


Reports nogodatins between Hritah 
and Russian consls aud Sirens | 


Russian troops in Persia. Expresses satis- 
faction at nows in No. 82. His 
jerament will give Russia t 
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Situation at Ardebil, Reports conversation 
‘with Minister for Foreign Alfere on, 
en Shed 

wa TOOTS, a 
Katrin to bo however, withdrawn 


Sitaation st Ardebil. Corrects No. 92, Re 
ports occupation of town by Shabse- 
vans 


Sisatonat Ae. Ralenta No. 88, Rox 
rts fears of Muito for Foreign Ata 
Thies strong force might have to be 
tobed. to AnD, Action of him 
Klum stongiy condoned sas 


Advance to Persian Government. Reports 
That Persian Government avo aged i 
jis pi naa 
lan ‘on Crown, jewels for campelgn a 
‘Ardebi, Situation at Ardebil ss. 


Sitnationat Ardobil, Repeats telegram from 
His Majesty's sotings consul-goneral, at 
‘Tabroed, reporting: flight of Sattar Khan 
and movemeuts of Russian troops 


Shoikh of Mohammersh, Sheil 


di complianco 


Kherkha irrigation scheme, Ref 
8. Rejorts decision of Gove 
ith rogard to 
‘a cacort, Bughives if further ox 
ture will bo necessary. 


Bank advance. 1 Toperal 
Bank have applied for authority from thel 
bead fe Yo make advaned on Crow 
Peotone ie ae 


Te 
structs to eng 

wont. will wuthoriso 

Russian Bank to sharo in an advance on 

tho Crown jowels pe el 


Shipments of Hormuz oxide. Informs of in= 
tention of Mess, Ellinger, 
to act as in No, 47, Part XIX 


fos toxt of oficial 
by si! 
n of Ardobil by 
his, and die 
patel of Russian foree to 


Advance to Persian Government, Refers to, 
‘No, 100. Russian Government aro. cone 
jering the question, eas 


Reports anxiety of 

Affairs with rojard 

to safety of Russian subjects, and inten 
‘of dispatching: Russian force 


Aniebil, ‘Transmit telegram from Tabroes 
Meprcating unin “propo 1) sad 
trvops Hay matlo representations to M, 
Poklewaki +. % 
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Arde, Tranimits telegram from Tabroer 
Teporting occupation af by Shabsovans, 
fn protaility of atch of Rossian 
Gis, PE te ae 


Policing of southern road: Seta oth 
‘details of scheme proposed after consulta- 
tion with Major Gor... 


Bakhtiari Khons, Approves proposal in 
His Majesty's Government con- 

important to Feain the friendship 

Of the Kbansse eee 


Situation at Ardebil. Reports conversation 
‘with M, Sazonow on. Impossible to. 
restrain Rahim Khan, "Russian Goyerne 
meirt have notified to Persian Government 
that they will hold them responsible. 


on Lake Urumia. Reports. 
‘versation with M, Sazonow res 
necessity of checking German activity in 
Portal ene ee 


in Pern. Report ronversaton with 
sun Minster, who aboot to be tase 
ferred to Rove owin 
ie penton at 
of appeoachiog Gorman Government 
to scure withdrawal of Rosin troops» 


troops in Persia, Reports account 
ister for Forvign Affairs of 
ict and of iatntons of 

Rossian Government with rogard to troops. 

thor, and at Kesviny Reh aod Ena 


Agouey of Société du Tombac. ‘Transmit 
‘tiem ited. to. Minister 


Huan troops 
of aticle in 


Gives txt of offi 
niyo obser * Of Me 
describing, aid semouncing inten: 

ons of Raven Government. 


Sitnation in Persia, Gives summary of 

eg in “ Novoe Vrexwya” and Bourse 

ig adversely the action 

of the Russiat Government in Porsia, and 
espucally at Ardebil, Refers to No, 115, 


memorandum Uy 
ies Goss Cowal 
3 ex-Shah from Tebran to 


Germas sctivity in, Azeraijn, 
No. 4 Parts ty and No, 1 
report from His Majesty acting conse 
feral nt Tabrese on. Comments on 
ation of airs with regard to Urania 


fake navigation ewe 


Situation at Ardetil. Reports plundering of 
town by Shahsorans 7 
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‘Advance to Persian Government, Refers to 
‘No, 108). Russian Goverment prepared 
{2 partgatn fn, Uri conceson 

i ste instructed to obtaln for 

Road Company te wees 

Situation at Aserbaljn, Reports anival of 
Rissian foree at Ardebile Intention of 
Rahim Khan toadvance on Teta, . Post. 
Pouement of withdraval from Kagvia.. 

Dispatch of Persian force to Ardabil, Re- 
Ports dispatch of about 1,000, men under 
Nene (er ceesr ace = at 


‘Advance to Persian Government, Refers to 
Nos, 9 and 120, Russian Government 
fiave informed Fuspe 


in Persia. Transits article foom 
on, with especial reference to 
Rossian troops at Knzvin ee 
Concession of the Deutsche Orient Bank, 
Refers to No, 201, Part XI. Concession 
thas lapsed, Lut an attempt will be made to 
renowit been ra 
Facilities for dispatch of telograms enjoyed 
by Anglo = Persian Ol Company. tiny 
received No. 526, Part XIX. Given 
reasons for thinking’ presont arrangement 
ray be retained forthe moment oR 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company aud Bakhtiar 
Khane. Refers to. No, 097, Part, XIX, 
‘Transits despatch to Tis Majesty's 
consol at Alnwaz, expressing: opinion that 
stateanent of Oil Company is satisfactory 


ie 
{interference in this direction inadvisable , 


Agceament of Anglo-Versan O'L Com 

eith Bakitet Klaas Teuneate teal 
id pit ot that 
preetion put on it 
find Nov 1, 


ies views of Foreign Ofice 


Situation in Azerbaijan, Reports with 
Graval of Rablm Khan from Ardebil, 
Possible disturbanices at Tabiroex 4 

Refers to 

Reports conversation with 


Fastern Azerbaijan, M, Poklowsl_ says 
{roops dispatched to Anielil have justruc: 
sulla U Uhowo given to. ‘Tite 
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Formation of gendarmerie by Persian Go- 
‘yernment. Mf. Poklewski states Persian 
Government have asked Hussan Govern: 
ment. to supply theut rifles and 
‘amaunition, Precaution to be taken as 
{to instructors, Effect of this on proposals 
iE NOMOT Osa ee geste ais es 


Avance fo Fenn Goverment, efor a 
No-123, Conditions Tretia 
Bank: of Persia for & ean on tbe Crown 


Kerman. 
sesty’s Government 


2 escort. Refers to No, 668, Part XI 
‘Travsmits correspondence respecting. One 
ally of expenitry wil bo charged o» 


of Medjie, Reporte meeting fixed 
for Min Novae 











Connection, betwee anil Jabram= 
‘Aliabait-Pirazab Refers to No. 
Approves. retention of Lieuter 
de this purpose 


civestion 
: 8 with 


Advance to Persion Government. Refers to 
‘No, 185, Results of conference at 
by two Ministery and two baal 
Proposilsmade ese ae 


Bastern Azerbaijan. Refers to No, 131, 
M, dsolsky bas instructed Russian consol 
general at Tatreez to let it be known that 

wo more fighting in the toven will be 
MONAT ss? ey) | 


Meeting of Medjlss, Reports opening of 
Meliss by Shake 


Shiruz ewort. Sanctions proposal 
Part SIX eee a 


Advance to Persian Government. Refers 
to No 1M, Tnstencts to asceriain views 
of Russian Government on reysrate ad 
‘vance by Imperial Bank on mint profits .. 
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491 Tel. 


492 Tol, 


493 Tel. 


Noy. 16, 








Y 
Kerklia irrigation scheme. Givesparticulans 


‘ts to. proposed retention of Laeutauant 
‘Wilson an recommends that one moist 
of th expan bo charge on Iori 


Financial situation in Persia, - ‘Transits 
statement, by Administrator-General of 
Customs showing fixed charges on customs 
revenue for last year. Concludes. that-no 
further borrowing is possible on the 
‘sccurity of the customs tae aa 

Joint a'vance to Persian Government, Has, 
‘hot discussed with Minister for. Forel 
‘Affairs question in No. 148, in consideration 
‘of No. 164, Ministerffor Foreign Atl 
has teceived sumo information ax in 
Not 


Opening of Median. 
{ i Affe considers passage in 
iah's speech relating. to forelgn troops 

as incorrect eRe? 


| Poticing of Bushire-Tspahs 


{NO 189," Mint for Fo 
concurs in. proposals. of His 
Government, but considers joint Anglos 
Russian action beat. e 


t. Refers 
Russian conditions not yet 

offically. presented ; thus premature to 
‘say they hve eaused breakdown of nego 
CeO gi Na te 
Russian troops for Ardebil, Refers to No. 
189, Russian military authorities at Tis, 
10, move. from Astan ti 


Policing of Bushiro-Ispahan rowd. Refers 
Principal Bi 
sould be 


Honnuzexide, Ts 
Tnquire if sum c 


Shah's spoceh from the Throne. Refers to 
No, 162, Gives trnslationof passage ro- 
ferting to foreign affairs, AI 
‘troops intended to allay agitation 


Andebil. Informs of despateh of Russian 
188 announced to His Majesty's 
fent by Russian chargé dalfaires. 

Informs of approval of His Majesty's 
Goverument., +e Ba 
Advance to Persian Goverament, Question 
‘of joint advasico by Russian and Innperial 
Tks being vot yet sotled. Mis Majesty's 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Parr XX. 


[86434] No. 1. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
No, 745, 
{Meioger onic.) P. Tehran, October 1, 1909. 

STNAM navigation on Lake Urumia. 

Please see my telegrams Nos. 706 and 718 of the 31st August and the 6th September 
respectively. 

1 learn from his Majesty’s acting consul-general at Tabreez that the manager of 
the Russian road, together with a secretary from the Russian consulate-general, are 
going to negotiate with Imam Kuli at Sujbulak for participation in the concession for 
Uramia navigation. 

Krom a conversation which I have recently had with the Russian Minister I 


gather that, unless Imam Kuli makes the appointment of Stevens as paid manager an 
essential condition, the road company will not accept him, 





(86435) No, 2. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 746.) 
(Lelegraphic.) P. Gulahek, October 1, 1909. 

DISTURBANCES near Lingah. 

T learn by a report from the British consular agent at Lingah that Seyyid Hussein 
Lari, who has taken Bastak, is now threatening that Port. 

The immediate neighbourhood of Bunder Abbas is, His Majesty's consul reports, 
quiet, but, so long as this turbulent seyyid remains uncontrolled, there is no hope of 
lasting tranquillity. 

Tam holding the Persian Goyernment responsible for any losses which may result 
to British subjects from the seyyid’s action, and urging them to take measures for his 
speedy repression. 

‘The Daria Beggi, who is now at Bunder Abbas, is dispatching a force for Lingah 
by the Persepolis. ‘fie assures our consul that no danger is to be feared there, 





(36440) No.3. : a 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Gre: —(Received October 1.) 
(No. 747,) : ce 


(Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 1, 1909. 
EX-SHAH embarked, Enzeli, the 30th September for Russ’ 
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[85732] No. 4. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 1, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you, in original, a despatch 
which has beon received from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran,° forwarding corre- 
spondence regarding the ‘Turco-Persian boundary question, in so far as it relates to 
territory of the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 

Tt will be observed that, in view of certain conclusions arrived at by Lieutenant 
Wilson, Sir G. Barclay presumes that His Majesty's Government would be prepared, if 
the question wore raised, to reconsider the ruling recorded in Sir E. Grey's despatch 
No. 75 of the 26th February, 1908, to Sir N. O’Conor, of which a copy is enclosed for 
facility of reference. 

Tam to state that, in Sir B. Groy’s opinion, Lieutenant Wilson writes on know- 
lodge of the history of the question, which is very incomplete, and he proposes, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State for India, to reply to Sir G. 
Barclay in tho follo 


‘Tho i h the mediating commissioners of Great Britain and 
Russia defined the frontier from the Persian Gulf to Hawizeh in 1850 are fully 
oxplained on p, 8 of the Foreign Office memorandum of the 8th December, 1908 
(annexed), of which a copy is in the possession of His Majesty's Legation. While 
His Majesty's Government have no dosire to disturb the frontier status quo. as locally 
observed, and whioh, they are well aware, has never precisely coincided with the line 
as drawn in 1850 by the mediating commissionors, and indeed as subsequently 
accepted by the Persian Government, tl ul hesitate to approve Lieutenant 
Wilson's contention that the ling ay dofined in 1850 was cancelled by any subsequent 
declaration of Bri id Russia, ‘That line was, after an exhaustive 
examination of the conflicting claims of Porsia and ‘Turkey, defined by the mediating 
commissioners as an equitable compromise, and such evidence as there is goes to show 

it was uphold by the later commission which met at Constantinople in 1875. His 
Majesty's Government could not, therefore, formally support the Sheikh of Mohammerah 

claiming that his frontier extends beyond that line, except after consultation. with 
tho Russian Government. (who haye a copy of the Foreig morandum referred. 
to) and as the result of an agreement with the 'T ment, who are in 
possession of a copy of the map of 1850, 

Sir B. Grey further proposes to instruct Sir G. Barclay to inform Lieutenant 
Wilkon that tho map enclosed in the latter's despatch No. 214 of the 12th June is that 
of tho mediating commissioners of 1850, 

‘un, to request that Sir G, Burclay’s despatch and enclosures, which will be 
printod without the maps, may be returned to this department in duo course, 
Tam, & 
A. CAMPBELL. 





(36526) 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. (Received October 2. 


, Salter’s Hull Court, Cannon Street, London, 
October 1, 1909, 

THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor of the 4th ultimo 
rogurding the lease from Shéikh Morteza of a property at Shellie 

We are forwarding a copy of your letter to our agent at Ahwaz, and are directing 
hin 10 endeavour to persade Sheikh Mortoza to refer the question of ownership of the 
land to the Shari Court at Nejef, as originally proposed by himself, or failing that to 
make good his promise to our agent to substantiate his title to the land, 


OLEAN, Secretary, 





splember 9, 1909. 
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136530) No. 6. 
Indo-Ruropean Telegraph Company to Foreign Office —(Received October 2.) 


18, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, October 1, 1909. 
A FINANCIAL proposition has been submitted to the gentlemen whose names 
are given below— 


J, Herbert Tritton, Esq. 
Sir William R. Brooke, K.C.LE,, 

‘The Right Honourable Sir Francis Mowatt, G.C. 
Charles Holland, Fsq., and 

HF. B. Lynch, Esq, MLP., 


for the purpose of improving the communications between the port of Bunder Abbas, 
on the Persian Gulf, and Kerman, in Southern Persia. ‘ 

Before taking any steps for the formation of a syndicate to obtain the necessary 
ouoessous from the Persian Government, chose who are intrested in the wndontaking 
desire to know whether a scheme such as that indicated below would have the general 
approval of His Majesty’ Government . 

Tt is proposed to apply to the Persian Government for a concession for the 
construction of a caravan road between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, with po\ 
develop such caravan road into a cart road, and also to run motor traffic along i 
also to build a railway, should railways bo permitted in Persia, either along tho 
alignment of the road itself or by a track which may be found more convenient for tho 

of a railway. i ope 
thought that the best alignment for the road would be vid Minab, Rigan, and 
Bam, a length of approximately 430 miles. - : 

‘Phe trade between Kerman on the one side and India on the other is vory 
considerable, but is severely hampered by transport charges, and especially by tho 
time at present ocoupied’ in traversing the distance between Kerman and Binder 
Abbas. 

Tt would be possible to construct a line of telegraph along the road as far as Bam, 
where the line would then link up with that recently constructed by the Indian 
Government. ‘The now section—Bunder Abbas-Bam—eould be worked by the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department as a part of its system, 

I should explain that the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Company (Limited), w 
taking a warm interest in the scheme as tending greatly to facilitate and dovelo 
communication between Southern Persia and India and the outside world, do not foe 
that the achemo falls within their legitimate province, and it is therefore mtended to 
treat the proposed scheme as an entirely independent concern, 

Thave, &e. é 
D. W. STRATFORD-ANDREWS. 





[86603] No. 7. 
Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 


Therapia, September 23, 1909. 
the honour to transmit herewith an extract from an article published in 
-efkiar” of the 20th instant discussing the present international position 
‘The writer advocates the revision of existing treaties between Persia and. 
and considers that a new Anglo-Rnssian agreement should be concluded, to 
which Turkey should be a party, for securing not the partition, but the future welfare 
of her neighbour. ‘Tho views expresseil at the end of the article as to the necessity of 
Turkey keeping order on the frontier are apparently not at present shared in Persia, 
for on the same day on which the article appeared the Persian Ambassador here was 
making fresh protests at the Porte with regard to ‘Turkish encroachments and the 

establishment of telegraph lines in purely Persian territory. 
Thave, &e, 
GPRARD LOWTHER. 
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Inclosure in No. 7. 
Extract from the “ Tasvir-i-efkiar”” of September 21, 1909. 


IN the present article the writer, who has already communicated a number of 
Tettors from Tehran to this paper, inter alia condemns England for playing into the 
Hands of Russia in the north of Persia in @ manner that will enable that country to 
reinforce her politieal by an economic predominance there. England, however, is free 
fn the South, and, though in a less degree than Russia, can assure her influence and 
hor commerce, ‘Tho writer thinks that both these countries ought to be politely 
reminded that thore is a third State contiguous to Persia, and that this State is no 
Jonger a cipher. ‘There should be a new agreement, not directed towards the partition 
of Persia, but to securing her future welfare, and ‘Turkey should be a party to it. TE 
Persia is closed to Turkey when the railway to Bagdad is completed, Turkey will be 
Tike a man beating his head against a wall. ‘The treaties between Turkey and Persia 
need revi Doubtless the new Persian Government realises ‘Turkey's vill and 
the existence of common interests, and will not create difficulties ani 

mistake of having recourse to Russia and England in connection 

dillicultios. ‘Tho writer concludes by urging the necessity of Turkey's taking the lead 
in keoping order on tho frontier, not expecting too much of Persia, and promoting her 
economic interests in that country. 





(36799) No. 8. 
India Office to Koreign Office. —(Received October 4.) 


Sir, India. Office, October 2, 1909. 
WITH roferonce to the letter of this office of the 14th September, 1909, as to the 
situation at Abu Musa, Lam directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of a telegram 
from the Goverment of India upon this question. 
Subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir E. Grey, Lord Morley would propose 
to adross to that-Govornmont tho tlegram of which a draft i herewith transmited.* 
am, &e. 
COLIN G, CAMPBELL. 


Tuclosure in No. 8. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Welegraphie.) P. September 27, 1909, 

REPERENGE is invited to letter dated the 22nd ultimo from Resident, Persian 
Gulf, and letter dated the 1st instant from India Office to Foreign Office, respec 
Abu Musa, Wo sharo view of Resident that, unless island is closed altogether to ox 
industry, British interests and prestige in Gulf will be detrimentally affected by pledge 
given to German Government involving cessation of mining operations. If industry 
were closed altogether, question of compensating sheikh would be raised, and our 
position in the Gulf might be reacted upon. Please let us know whether communica- 
tion has boon made to German Government in terms suggested by Secretary of State 
for Rovelan. Any vide ater aed Che 25rd ultimo from Foreign Office to Indi 
Dflice. 





[36788] No. 9. 


Sir G, Barclay (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
(No. 748.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 4, 1909, 
RUSSIAN troops at Tabreez, 


Please see my telegram No, 727 of the 13th September (repeating Tabreez telegram 
No. 189). 


* Printed elsewhere. 
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T learn from His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez that the Russian 
Government have replied to the enquiry referred to in the above telegram to tho effect 
that the decision of the question of the reduction of troops has been left in the hands 
of the new Russian Minister at ‘Tehran. 

M. Poklewski tells me that he has recommended to his Government that a 
substantial reduction should forthwith be effected. 





[37075] No. 10. 
Note communicated by the Russian Ambassador October 5, 1909. 


SAAD-OUD-DOWLEH, qui se trouve incognito i Saint-Pétersbourg, déorit la situa 
tion en Perse en couleurs trés sombres ; il est davis que la Russie ot T'Angleterre, en vue 
de prévenir de grands malheurs, devraient insister A ce qu'un Sénat soit convoqué en 
méme temps que le Medjliss, dans le but de contrebalancer V'influence de ce dernier. 
La création d'un Sénat fait partie des lois fondamentales édictées par ancien Medjliss. 
opinion de Saad semble justifiée au Ministére Impérial, qui trouverait désirable que 
Jes Ministres d’Angleterre et de Russie soient munis instructions d ce sujet. 





(86915) No, 11. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 5.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to the 
Viceroy, dated the 29th September, relative to the Shiraz escort, 

India Office, October 4, 1909. % 

, 


Tnclosure in No. 11, 


Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


) 2 September 20, 1909. 
ajesty's Minister at ‘Tehran suggests that Shiraz escort, should, at any 
end of next year, be maintained at present strength in view of disturbed 
state of province. Suggestion is supported by Foreign Office. Please let, mo have 
your observations by telegraph, It seoms to me doubtful whether it is legitimate to 
regard this as a directly Indian interest, 





(87266) No, 12, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Py, Foreign Office, October 5, 1009, 
BNOKENDOREF came to tell me to-day that he was going away for 
a holiday. 

T took the opportunity of impressing upon him the importance of a reduction in 
the number of Russian troops in Persia, I told him it was becoming difficult to 
explain the continued presence of such a large number of troops while things continued: 
quiet. 

Count Bonckendorif said that things were not altogether quiet. Incidents were 
constantly oceurring, and he thought it would be difficult to withdraw all the troops. 

Lreplied that had not spoken of complete withdrawal, though of course I should 
be very glad if the Russians considered such a step to be possible and safe. I had 
mentioned only reduction. ‘The Persian Governor of Tabreoz appeared to be a really 
good mau, who would work with the Russians, and I was constantly impressing upon 
the Persian Government that it was in their interest to be on good terms with Russia, 
But the retention of so large a number of Russian troops galled Persian feel 


(1684) 
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Count Benekendorff asked whether I had lately had complaints from the Persians 
on the subject, . 

T said that I had not heard from them lately, because the answers I had given to 
the Persian Minister here had uot encouraged him to make representations to me. I 
had taken the line with him that this question of troops was one between Persia and 
Russia, and that Russia must judge for herself what the situation required for the 
safeguarding of her interests. I pointed out to Count Benckendorff, however, that if, 
when the Medjliss met, the Persian Government could point to a substantial reduction 
in the number of Russian troops this would undoubtedly have a good effect on Persian 
feeling, It would be regarded by the Persians as evidence of good faith on the part 
‘of Russia, and would make it more easy for them to show a trustful and friendly spirit. 

Count Benckendorff told me that, as far as he personally was concerned, he was 
entirely of my opinion on this point, 

Touid that [had spoken to him now in order that when he was in St, Petersburgh 
he might impress upon the Russian Government the importance which I attached to 
the port, {hoard that the Russian Minister at ‘Tehran liad already expressed the 
opinion that a reduction of troops was possible. ‘Things therefore, already be 
moving in the right direction, But if this were not so, and if Connt Benckendoxit 
were tunable to say in St. Potersburgh that I had spoken to him on the subject before 
he left London, the importance which T attached to it might not be understood. 

Count Bonckendorlf told me that his Government greatly appreciated the way in 
which Sir George Barclay had co-operated with M, Sabline at ‘Tehran. ‘ 

In roply, I expressed my very warn appreciation of M. Sabline’s loyal attitude. 
Ho had shown truo statesmanship, under very difficult circumstances, in laying the 
foundation of co-operation, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GREY. 


(36934) No. 13. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sin, Foreign Office, October 5, 1909. 
WIT roforence to your letter of the 19th August, respecting the proposal to 
retain for Lioutenant Wilson's use in his work on the Kharka irrigation scheme a part 
of tho oil guard hitherto in the employ of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, T am 
Girectod by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to. tran you, for Viscount 
Morloy’s information, copy of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,” 
stating that the cost: of the proposed escort for Lidutenant Wilson would amount to 
201, por month for four or five months, 

Tam to stato that, as soon as Secretary Sir Edward Grey learns that Lord Morley 
has submitted to the Council of India the proposal that a moiety of the expense of 
retaining « portion of the oil guard should be borne by Indian revenues, he will request 
tho Lords Commissioners of the ‘Treasury to sanction the charge of the other moiety on 
Tnperial funds, 

Tam also to transmit to you copy of a further telegram from Sir G. Barclay, 
reporting that the oil guard left Mohammorah on the 25th ultimo. As Sir G. Barclay 
was instructed on the 23rd August toretain the number of guard required, and only 
to send hack the remainder, Sir Edward Groy assumes that this telegram refers 
ouly to the portion of the guard no longer required at Mobammerah. 

Tam, & 
F, A. CAMPBELL. 





“{37108) Nou. 


ir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 


(No. 173.) 

Sir, Gulakek, September 18, 1909. 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 148 of the 29th July, T have the honour to 

transmit herewith copy of a further despatch which Ihave received from Lieutenant 


* No, 089, Part XIX, + No 693, Part XIX, 
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Ranking respecting the shares to which the Bakhtiari khans are entitled in the 
companies formed to exploit oil in their country. 

This despatch is a reply to a telegram of mine, in which I directed Lieutenant 
Ranking to point ont to the manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company that the letter 
he had addressed to the khans in April last (see inclosure No. 1 in my despatch 
No, 148) had left them under a false impression as to the shares to which they were 
entitled. 

In view of Lieutenant Ranking’s observations, I have thought it well to instruct 
him to postpone writing to the manager, as [had previously directed, pending a clear 
Statement from the company as to the allotment of shares to the khans, But while 
instructing Lientenant Ranking in this sense, I have informed him that Iam unable 
to agree with his interpretation of article 2 of the agreement between Mr, D'Arcy and 
the khans in 1905, and have explained that that agreement had reference solely to oil 
in the Bakhtiari country, and that article 2 clearly refers to shares in companies 
formed for the working of oil in that country, of which I understand there are now two 
in existence, viz., the first Exploitation Company and the Bakhtiari Oil Company. 

Thave, &, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 14. 
Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay. 


Camp, Ispahan, August 4, 1909, 

IN accordance with your Excellency’s telegram No, 26 on the subject of the oil 
shares due to the Bakhtiari khans, Ihave tho honour to submit the following observa- 
tions -— 


| of any one company or compat 
issued and fully paid up. 

2, Lwould beg to point out that it most distinctly states in this clause that.“ 3 per 
ent. of all the ordinary shares issued,” &c., shall be given; and, further, that no 
allocation of shares has been made to the various companies whereby the oil company 
could justify the allotment to the khans of a smaller aumber of shares as being tho 
‘3 percentage” of so many shares appertaining: to such and such companies workin 
in Bakh try, instead of 3 per cent, on the total of shares issued (600,000) an 
fully paid up, as is apparently their due, 

3. That there is no stated connection between the words “after formation of ono 
‘or more compan il in the Bakhtiari country ” and the words “3 per cent, 
of all the ordina i 


Tt appears that the intention, at the time when the agreement was made, was to 
give the khans 3 per cent. of the total number of ordinary shares issued, otherw’ 
some determinatory expression, such as “appertaining to the companies working in 
Bakhtiari country,” would have beon inserted after the word “ issued,” thereby clearly 
limiting the number of shares due to the khaus to 3 por cent. of thase appertaining to 
the company or companies working in the Bakhtiari country. 

‘Fosuun up thea it would appear thatthe Khas have a quite justifiable argument, 
based on the wording of the share clause of the agreement, in claiming 3 per cent, of 
the total number of shares issued. 

T have not as yet communicated with the manager of the Anglo-Porsian Oil 
Company on this subject, but await your Excollency’s further decision on the subject, 
which T have the honour to request that you will communicate to me by telegram, 

Thave, &. 
‘8. RANKING, 
Lieutenant, Indian Army. 





8 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 14. 


Extract from Agreement between Mr. W. K. D'Arey and the Concessions Syndicate 
‘on the one side, hereinafter called the First Party, and the Bakhtiar, Khans, on the 
other, hereinafter called the Second Party. 


* FURTHER also, after the formation of one or more companies to work oil 
in the Bakhtiari country, and after the oil is passed through ihe pipes, the fase panty, 
‘undertakes to givo to the second party 3 per cent. of all the ordinary shares issued, 


which shares must be fully paid up... . - 





[37175] No. 15, 


ans Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 
0, 178. 
ir, Gulahek, September 22, 1909. 

WITH referonoe to my despatch No, 162 of the Bad August 1909, 1 
Honour to forward a provisional scheme, prepared by Mr. Acting Consul 
Mr, C. Smith, of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, for the policing of the 

ro-Lapahan road by means of telegraph gholams. 

T make no attempt to comment on the details of this sch 
importance, and I wish to send Mr, Bills despatch by to-day’s post 
may, if possible, re is still in England, s0. that you may have 
the opportunity of discussi Major Cox is better able than I to judge 
whethor thi proposed scheme would be likely fo prove more effective than a grant of 
wisidies toe Qoeal chiets, L notice Mx, Bil does not favour the latter, and, indeed, 
if tho tribes are as free from the control of their chiefs ax Mr. Bill describes them as 
heing, a system of subsidies might prove ineffective ; still it would have the advantage 
of boing tusior of uoceptance for the Persian Government, and it would not have the 
disalvantago of arousing the antagonism of the loeal chiefs towards the Telegraph 
Department, 

T notice that Mr Bill estimates the cost of the working of his scheme at 
somothing under 8,000L a-year, a sum which I imagine would, if used in subsidies 
Agpendent on results, sulficd as an elective inducement to the local chietls to do their 
uutiost to maintain order and to prevent illeyal exactions. 

Thave, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 15, 
Acting Consul Bill to Sir G. Barclay. 


Shiraz, September 1, 1909, 

TN accordance with instructions contained in your telegram No. 76, dated the 
25th Angust, 1909, Lhave the honour to forward & provisional scheme prepared by 
mysolf, in concert’ with Mr J. C, Smith, assistant superintendent, Indo. 
‘Palograph Department, Shiraz, to whom in especial the estimates for buildings are 
ontitoly dug, while his long experience and thorough knowledge of the local conditions 
have been of the greatest value in the preparation of the scheme generally, 

On the asguniption that if the selene as sketched meets with your approval it will 
reach the Foreign Office before the departure from London of His Majesty's resident in 
tho Persian Gull, T have not sent a copy to Bushire. 

Thave, &c, 
J. H. BILL, LGs. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 


Provisional Scheme prepared by Acting Consul Bill, in co-operation with Mr. Smith. 


1, Preliminary. 


BEFORE entering upon the numeri 
fore it is desirable to set out clearly i 


al and financial details of the proposed 
its character, and its limitations. 
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Tis task is to keep the telegraph line from being constantly bulleted by casual 
marksmen, to keep the caravan road clear of casual marauders, to prevent the exactions 
Of illegal dues of every kind, to obtain information of intended raids, and in the latter 
case to hold up caravans till, under the orders of the inspector, a sufficient force has 
een assembled to drive off the anticipated raiders. 

The obsticles in the way consist of (a) the local khans and (b) the nomads, 
Of these, the former are important factors at the southern end of the road, from 
Bushire to Kazeroon, the latter, slightly overlapping, from Konartakhteh to Ispahan, 
The former would be strongly opposed to the new foree, less on account of its inter- 
ference with direct depredation than on account of its prohibition of the innumerable 
illegal exactions which they now levy upon the trade, The success of the scheme 
would, in fact, effect an enormous reduction in the income of each of the chiefs. ‘The 

i men concerned are the Khaus of Chabkutah and Angali in the maritime 
‘the Zabit of Borasjoon, Nur Muhammad Bog of Daliki, aud Haider Khan of 
‘amarj. ‘They are, however, far too deeply divided by intestine quarrels to unite 
even against a common menace of this character. ‘The nomad chiefs, on the other 
hand, would be less fundamentally affected, as the new force would merely prevent 
their followers from using the télegraph insulators as targets, and would stop the 
direct robberies, which do not form an essential source of any chief's income, though 
no doubt the percentage of stolen property which fills to the chiefs lot is an attractive 
windfall, ‘They would, however, have a natural objection to anything smacking of law 
and order. 

By fir the most effective method of dealing with these gentry would of course be 
the eniployment of military force adequate not only to. provide the every-day police of 
the road, but also to punish by its own strength any village or tribe infringing the 
‘Pax Pérso-Britanniea” which it is intended to establish, Such a force doos not exist 
in Fars, and there are no signs that it is to be found anywhere in Persia, If it is to be 
employed it must come from outside, ie., from India, 

Tecannot be too emphatically stated that, for the immediate object, in view, the 
direct employment of British troops is in every way preferable. Tt would eut atthe 
root of the evil of which the present scheme does not pretend to be more thin a 

lliative It is only if the employment of British troops is judged impracticable 
fr political reasons that the scheme set, out below is worthy of examination us a pis 
aller. 


I 


esponsibility of the chiefs coneerned not only clear but conspicuous, aud’ it would then 
be for the Persian Government to deal with them as best it could, 

it is obvious that the weak point of the scheme lies just here, At the present 
moment the Khamsah tribes, under the nominal control of Kawam-ul-Mulk, aro 
absolutely out of hand, and obey no one at all but. their own headmen, and that 
imperfecily. ‘The Kashgai for the moment yieldia fairly general obedience to. Soulet- 
ed-Dowleh, but he has many enemies, both within the tribe and at Tehran, and the 
appointment of his brother, Zefghamed-Dowleh, would suffice to break up the tribe 
Saat ae areal qidacte (ia eine couian of laylonais aa (i Keb) 

The Kubgelu haye obeyed and will obey no one at all, not even their own chiefs. 
‘And the village chiefs of the south habitually treat the Fars Government with open 


little support can be looked for ftom the Persian 
prevent concerted action against 


is 
Jocal Persian agency, which iti a but, thie 


if the scheme is brought to nothing by the incorrigible misbehaviour of the inhubitants 
it will be replaced by a British force capable of enforcing the maintenance of order by 
punitive expeditions and arrest and punishment of the guilty parties, 

(1684) D 
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‘There is a certain temptation to propose a system of allowances as practised on the 
Indian frontier, but I am strongly of opinion that such a proposal is to. be deprecated. 
‘The Persian is not a Pathan; he is easily frightened by a resolute attitude, and quick 
to recover confidence on any symptoms of weakness; and it is, in my opinion, of great 
importance to establish ut the start the fundamental principle. that all forms of impost 
on internal trade are and must remain absolutely abolished. ‘The only fora of pecuniary 





advantage which might properly be offered to the local hans and nomad chiefs is a 
ereentage—say 5 per cent.—on the pay of the gholams recruited by their means. 
ty un adroit use of this bait the recruiting officers miglt contrive to attract to the 

sitpport: of the foree a sufficient proportion of the chiefs to make a strong hostile 

coalition impossible. But the only solid foundation for the scheme, which will certainly 
be unpopular at the start, is fear; and as there is nothing in Persia for the tribes to be 
afraid of, it must be fear of the British Government, 

‘The numerical and financial proposils set out below 
light of the above statement. ‘They represent the lowest « 
reasonably be hoped that the task, as above limited, ean be performed, at any rate at the 
outset ; but it will probably he admitted that an annual expenditure of 7,007. on the 
protection of a trade of an anal value of over 1,000,001. over'a route 490 milesin length 
is exceedingly moderate, and admits of considerable exparision before rejecting it on the 
exclusive ground of cost, On this point, however, Ube entered; it must 
not be insined that a force of this character, by mere numerical expansion, can be 
made capable of undertaking tasks for which its onganisation does not fit it Any 
expansion in the cadre ax proposed should be directed to enabling the force more 
completely to fulfil the limited functions assigned to it above, and no increase of 
strength would cnable it to undertake punitive expeditions or the policing of the 
district as distinct trom that of the telegraph line and road, Tt is very. doubtful 
whether the former task could he satisluctorily performed by any Persian. force 
whatever; but if it is to be attempted it must be by-a force organised by military 
officers on a military busis, ‘That is another proposal which might, if required, be 
elaborated; the object at present is to make clear that the scheme at present proposed 
i not of a military but essentially of a civil character, 

‘The proposals must of course be taken as absolute 
the broad cireumstances of the road. It is probable that 
prove the necessity for numerous modifications on points of detail. Moreover, as the 
conditions on different sections of the road differ radically according to the season, it 
must be understood that the fullest latitude would have to be practised in the temporary 
transtor of ection or post to another according to the position of the 
nomud tribes. ‘The reasons for the sugyested distribution will be found in the following 
dotailed examination of the conditions of the road from north to south:— 
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xperiment would speedily 





















2. Distribution, 





is is shown in tabular form in Table 1). 

Seetion 1,—Tapahan-Khaneh Khurreh—175 miles; seventy mex 
Abadeh, 

On the northern, or Irak, portion of this sect 
Tt. would, however, appear from the Ispahan diaries thit serious robberies are not wer 
frequent on this part of the road; but it is likely that energetic patrolling from Abadel 
to Youlikhnat might divert tho attention of the Hair Alinadi marauders to the Teak 
portion of the road, and for this reason alone it would be necessary to apply the scheme 
to the ire route. How far twenty men at Kumisheh would suffice for this His 
Majosty’s consul-general at Ispahan will be in a position to estimate 

The stretch trom Yezdikhast to Abadeh is the most directh ngerous part of the 
whole road, It is tle happy. hunting-ground of the Boir Ahmadi tribe, wha have boos 
entirely beyond control for many years, ‘They have no recognised chief, the last two 
having been killed by members of the tribe, and no connection with Shiraz, so that 
thore is no means whatever except force of putting pressure on them, ‘Their winter 
rendezvous, and market, is Behbehar ich is seldom or never under the effective 
control of the Persian authorities. ‘They are a small tribe, but enjoy a great reputa- 
tion for bravery and marksmanship among the arriut cowards who compose, with few 
exceptions, tho rest of the population of Fars. In October 1908 party of thom 
twaylnid a enravan guarded by Khuarat, Khan, Kalantar of Surmeh, whe wee the only 
hoadman in that neighbourhood who had shown any eapacity for resisting the robbers 
and after prolonged rifle-tire killed Khusrau himself and two others, and carried 





head-quarters 





n Lam not competent to report 






























































= ab 
off a caravan of some sixty mules. ‘They might thus he expected to offer organised 
resistance to the establishment of the new force, and fifty men between Abadeh and 
Yezdikhast would be none too many to hold them in check. In fact, fifty men would 
be clearly insufficient were it not for the fact that the twenty men at Kumisheb 
and the fifty men of the second section could be drawn upon by telephone in case 
of need, 
No provision has been made for permanent posts between Abndeh and Dehbid, as 
this portion of the road is usually quiet, but if found necessary men could be stationed 
either at Surmeh or Khaneh Khurreh, 
Section 2-—Khaneh Khurreh-Shiraz—head-quarters Sivend; 187 miles; fifty 














ae 
‘The governing factor on this section would be the migratory Khameali tribes, 
Their first appearance north of Shiraz generally takes place ubout the end of Mureb, 
at which time it would be necessary to mass the fifty men allotted to this section in 
the southern portion of it, to proceed gradually northwards to Dehbid as tho migrati 
develops. The same course would be followed with the autumn migration, 
winter this tract is almost deserted, and thirty at least of the men would be availuble 
to reinforce the other sections in case of need, The strength bas been fixed as low 
as possible, aud it would depend on the attitude of the tribes how far it would be 
suflcient, especially as the spring and autunm would also be a time of pressure on tho 
third seetion, owing to the simultaneous migration of the Kashgai, ‘The Khamsah 
tribes have, however, never given any proof of daring or enterprise, and it is probablo 
that a stern warning to tlie halagtare that this scheme was intended to be successful, 
with a that, in the event of its failure, other and more effective means, involving 
severe pais fr themselves, would te emploge, would eu to prevent anything 
in the muture of an organised resistance, whifle fity mon skilfully employed! shout 
suffice to provide ayainst the casual marauder, or the marksman choosing a telegraph 
insulator for is target 

Section 3:—Shiraz-Bushire—seventy men; head-quartora Kazeroon, 178 miles. 

‘The governing factor on this section would be the attitude of the Kashgai, which 
it ig quite jmposstble)to forecast. In tho preseiice of a strong. ikhani, wlio’ could bo 
worked upon by means of the same language as hus been suggested above in the case of 
Tie Arab Kalantar, the Kashgal could probably bp trusted to. behave, themsslvee, and 
ninety men would be ample to keep the road protected against. the local village thief, 
Tndeed, most of the robberies of late Years are traceable to the road-guards themselves, 
It must be admitted, however, that, in the event of the Kashgais, or several sections of 
them, bei control of their ilkhani, the force proposed would in itself 
be quit stand them, bit in dhat case the support of somo at least of 
dhs oadlnanan ob Ga the coud ehe Uaveba icantly relonroenaN chiens en EAT 
‘a constant state of feud with the Kash 

In the ext south the opposition, open or secret, of the Khan of Boragjoon might 
bo confidently. expeated, aud it would ba necessary to warn lim plainly. that i ho 
proved himself an obstacle to the success of a scheme to be worked by Persians he. 
would be removed if necessary by the employment of a British, force,” This threat 
Twould of eourwe open the door to miuch talk of concealed intervention, but. I, regard 4b 
ho an abvolute wecesity if the force as eonetituted is to hive any chance of succes, 
The same language would have to be used to the Tangistan chiofs, and tho only question 
‘on which there may reasonably be some doubt is whether a fourth’ section under a British 
officer may not have to, be eouatituted, stretching from Bushire to Daliki bridge, with 
Head quarters at Boragjoon, 












































































8. Organisation, 


(A.) Oficers.—One European inspector on 400 rupees; two European inspectors 
‘on 930 rupees (3,520 tomans), It is clear that the success or failure of the scheme 
must depend mainly on the qualities of the three European inspectors, As already 
indicated, the scheme as sketched is not intended to be « military scheme; on the 
it is expressly intended as the last and only alternative to the adoption of 
measures, 
This being so, it would be the duty of these officers to know the conditions of 
their sections thoroughly, to be well acquainted with and respected by the individual 
chiefs and headmen—to work, in fact, more hy diplomacy than by force. 
Tn view of the abeolute’ voto on all forma of toll anggetted above, their main 
means of influencing the chiefs: would lie in the proposed percentage of 5 per cent, on 
















































‘the pay of the recruits accepted from their village or tribe. This would probably be 
necessary to prevent the chiefs from putting a veto on recruitment from the outset, and 
‘would provide a weapon in the hands of the inspectors, who would be authorised to 
make deductions from the sum thus raised in the case of misconduct by the headmen 
concerned. 

For inspectors a good knowledge of colloquial Persian, experience of Persian ways, 
excellent bodily health, and great energy would be required. From one point of view 
the principal enemies’ of the force would be the gholams themselves, who would 
naturally be quite unable to understand at first that. petty exactions from muleteers 
constituted a crime. punishable by instant dismissal. ‘The inspector would have to bo 
constantly in motion and extremely vigilant, Tt is clear that such men would require 
very careful selection, and nothing but pure Europeans of picked quality would be 














inspection, 

PC.) Gholams.—Tho pay, 12 tomans, includes provision and keep of a horse, these 
Deing the terms on which the present gholams are recruited. ‘The senior gholam at 
‘each post would be placed in charge and given an allowance of 3 tomans per mensem. 
‘Phoy would he recruited by the inspector in their districts. The Gholambashis 12oa6 
bo able to do all the work of the present gholams in the direction of repairs, &e., and it 
would probibly be possible to mike this « condition for the entire force after it had 
oon in existeitee a fow years, 

‘Tho duties of the gholams would be— 











1, Gonstant patrolling of the line and hi 
acoorling to circumstances. 

9, Becorting caravans under the inspector's orders in case of anticipated robbery. 
3, Collection of information relative to intended raids, 


road in groups of two or four, 








No drill would be expected of them, but a cortain allowance of practice ammunition 
sould be supplied to be fired under the immediate supervision of the inspector, 
‘Tho men would be in uniforim and would supply their own horses. 








A. Equipment. 





‘The only equipment necessary would bo rifles, bandoliers, and ammunition. 
Uoleasopen oF AOKI glaswot per post, to be in charge of tho. gholambashi, mi 
illowed, Rifle-racks and ammunition-chests would also be required in each post, with a 
field telephone, 








5, decommodation, 





‘The props ditibution boing avowadly experimental, it would be advisable to 
spond ay litthe on buildings as possible until experience has shown where they would 
bo mainly required. ‘There eau, however, be little doubt as to the suitability of the 
roposedd head-quarters, Abadeh, Sivend, and Kazeroon, at each of which places some 
building would be necessary, At the other proposed posts there are lurge but in 
inauy cases ruinous public caravanserais, in which, under present arrangements, a room 
is usually wserved for the use of the officers of the department. It would be no 
hardship on the travelling public, but, on the contrary, a considerable advantage, if it 
tale oer nount of repairs, for several roma to be similarly reserved for the 
use of the new force, 
‘The buildings proposed need little explanation, At Abadeh, the head-quarters of 
ropean officer with thirty men, both a house and gholams’ quarters would be 
; at Sivend there is already’ ample accommodation for the officer, and all that 
would be required would be quarters for: the men; while at Kazeroon it is proposed to 
Ly constructing quarters for the officer and housing the men at first in one of the 
roils lar vansetais existing in the town, ‘The reason for this proposal is 
twoluld: (u) itis difficult to estimate how the force to be employed on this section 
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would be best distributed, and (8) building at) Kaceroon is expensive, ‘The building 
at Dashtarjin is necessitated by the facts that (a) there is no caravanserai anc 

(6) Dashtaryin is an excellent centre for the patrol of the Pir-i-Zan Pass on the one side 
‘and of the Sina Safid Pass on the other. 











J, H. BILL, 10.8. 
















‘Taute L—Disrrisurion List. 
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‘Tape I1,—Suaatany of Estimates, 
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Scnepuns 1.—Recunmxe Expenditure in tomans per annun, 




















1. Pay. 









‘Tomans, 
400 rupees per mensen mi 
330 rupees! Fae 
0 rupees pee 3 
2 Armenian clerks, at 100) rupees per mensea % MED 
timans per mensem cee ORE 
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Sonepure 2.—Repams, 
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Somepue $.—Revewat of Equipment. 
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: Sommputy 4.—Carmar, charges 
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(e) Dashtanjin—Bor sguard of thirty ‘Three rooms, cook-house, two 
‘torerooma for fodder, stable Cr thirty horses, and wc. to be ‘baile 
fudjoining present tlograph ofige 184 
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‘Total I7a4S 3,228 


‘TaDLe ITl.—Rosnenres as reported by this Consulate. 





‘Toran Number of Robberies in three years. 
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87192] No. 16. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received October 7.) 
“No. 749.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 7, 1909, 
RUSSIAN troops in Persia. 

T consider that the present moment would be a very good one for the recall of 
the Russian force stationed at Kazvin, ‘Tho Enzeli~'ehran road is as safo as it 
always has been, and order has been perfectly maintained throughout in the capital 
Lately there have been fewer signs of anti-Russian agitation, but with the continued 
presence of troops at Kazvin they will doubtless recur. ‘There has been no occasion 
for the troops to deal with the dangers which they were intended to combat. As 
regards the future, although it is impossible to say for certain that disturbances may 
not occur, the present moment is so opportune for the recall of the Russian troops, and 
the possibility of danger to foreigners, in my opinion, so remote, that: the occasion 
should not be lost for carrying out a step which, in the event of the anti-Russian 
feeling being fanned into open agitation, would become more difficult for Russin to 
take with a good grace, 

On tivo ogeasions I have pointed out to M. Poklewski the temptation that is offered 
ian troops are stationed at Kazvin to persons who desire the entry of a 
nto the capital to bring about such a state of affairs in Tehran as would 
justify this step, but I fear that, although in tho cases of Smirnow and Sadowsky the 
Persian Government, have promised him satisfaction (see my telegram No, 733 of the 
20th September), I have made no impression. 

T defer again approaching my Russian colleague until I know whether you see 
your way to taking steps at St, Petersburgh in view of the opinion that I have 
expressed above, 














(35727) No, 17. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 141.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 7, 1909. 


I HAVE received your despatch No, 168 of tho 27th August: regarding the 
intrigues of the mirza of the German vico-consulate with Seyyid Murtoza, and his 
suspected connection with the illicit traffic in arms. 

concur in the views expressed by you in the second and third paragraphs of your 
despatch under reply, and Lapprove your action in dispatching instructions in this 
sense to Major Cox. 

















Tam, &o. 
B, GRE! 
(87192) No. 18, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Ke 1316.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 7, 1909. 





RUSSIAN troops in Persia, See telegram No, 749 of to-day’s date from Tehran. 

Count Renckendorff came to see me on the 5th instant before leaving for 
St, Petersburgh, and I took the opportunity of representing to him that I considered it 
of great importance that a portion of the Russian troops in Persia should be withdrawn 
without delay. Persian public opinion naturally resented the presence in such force of 
Russian troops, and F submitted to him that it could not fail to produce a good effect 
if it were found, on the assembly of the Medjliss, that the number of troops had been 
considerably reduced. Such a reduction would induce the Persians to exhibit a more 
friendly spirit, since they would regard it as a proof of good faith on the part of the 
Russian Government. 

You should make it clear to the Russian Government how important I consider 
this question to be when a suitable occasion presents itself, 
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[87203] No. 19. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 8.) 

(No. 454) 
(Delegraphic.) P. 

REDUCTION of Russian troops. 

T have just’ received telegram No. 749 of to-day’s date from Sir G. Barclay, and 
hhad already spoken yesterday to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject 
‘of the withdrawal or reduction of the troops. I had enquired at the same timo 
whother the Russian Government were yot in receipt of the opinion of their Minister 
for which they had been waiting. M. Sazonow observed that both the Imperial 
Govotament and their Minister in Fohran were most desirous to effect a reduction in 
the numbor of troops at Tabreez, but Ican hardly say that he gave me any definito 
promiso, though I pressed him on the point. He said that the question of finding 
Winter quarters at ‘Tabroez for the men would be a difficult one : this is a good thing, 
aa reduction may be thereby expedited. He gaye me to understand, as regards the 
troops at Kagvin, that for the moment there was no question of reduction. I will 
continue to urge the Russian Government to reduce the troops both at Tabreez and 
‘also at Kazvin, but their attitude inthis matteris difficult to understand, and by no means 
satisfactory, as they do not appear to be at all so anxious to reduce their'troops as they 
‘wore formerly. 


St. Petersburgh; October 7, 1909. 


























(36530) No. 20. 
Foreign Office to Board of Trade, 


Sin, Foreign Office, October 8, 1909, 

TAM directed by the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs to transmit to you, for 
the information of the Board of ‘Trade, copy of a letter from the Indo-European 
‘Molograph Company, enquiring whether His Majesty's Goverument would be disposed. 
to give their gonoral approval to a schome submitted to certain gentlemen named, and 
having us its object. the improvement of the communications between Bunder Abbas 
and Kerman. 

{As the projected road would lie entirely within the Britis 
dofined in the Anglo-Russian agreement of 1007, Sir E. Grey 











here of iniluen 
is disposed to give a 






favourable reply to this enquiry, provided that the Board of "Trade consider that the 
naines mentioned afford an adequate guarantee of financial respectability. I am to 
request that you will be so good as to furnish me with the views of the Board of Trade 
on this point, 


Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 








No, 21. 


(36530) 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 8, 1909. 

TAM directod by the Secretary of State for Foreign Afiairs to transmnit to you, for 
Viscount M information, copy of a letter from the Indo-European ‘Telegraph. 
Company, englting whether tis Ms jesty’s Government would give their general 





















approval to a scheme submitted to certain gentlemen named, and having as its object 
iho improvement of the communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerm: 
Te will bo observed that the projected road falls entirely within the British sphere 





of influence as defined in the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907. Sir Edward ¢ 
disposed to return a favourable reply to the company's enquiry, provided th 
Board of ‘rade, to whom. a letter has been addressed on this subject, consider that 
the names mentioned afford adequate guarantee of financial respectability. Before 
replying, however, Sir Rdward Grey would be glad to learn whether Viscount Morley 
has uy observation= to make in regard to the proposed concession. 
Tam, &. 
W. LANGLEY. 































[86799] No, 22. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Ofice, October 8, 1909. 


TAM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant regarding the situation at Abu Musa, and to 


inform you that Sir Edward Grey concurs in the terms of the draft telegram enclosed 








therein, which Viscount Morley proposes to dispatch to the Viceroy of India on the 
subject. 
Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLET. 
(37416) No. 2 





Persian Transport Company to Fos eign Office —(Received October 9.) 


3, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, October 8, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to enclose, for your information, a copy of a letter recoived from 
our agent at Tehran on the subject of the Tehran-Kum road, ‘Traffic is frecly passing 
Over this road as well as over the road from Ahwaz on the Karun River to Ispahan, 
We think it due to the new Government that we should bring this fact to the knowledge 








they have refrained from the ambitious designs which were attributed to them, and in 
particular attributed to the Sardar-i-Assad, 
Tecent years has been of an increasingly friendly character; he seoms to have greatly 
mellowed since his first arrival in Burope, and to have developed qualities of gravity 
fand judgment which wero not always conspicuous. Perhaps this information may be 
of some use to His Majesty's Government and to His Majesty's Minister in Tehran. 
have, ke. 
i, W. MACLEAN, 
: ‘Secretary. 

















Inclosure in No, 23. 
Mr. Redfern to Messrs, Lynch Bros. 


Dear Sirs, Tehran, < eptember 11, 1909, 

A MOST satisfactory report is just to hand from Mr. Sotham regarding the state 
of the Tehran-Kum road. He informs that the local Shabsevans are being held 
responsible for its safety, and that some thirty of their number, properly armed, have 
been detailed to patrol it, and have already proved thomsalves to be efficient. guards, 

For some time past we have been subjected to many petty annoyances at the hands 
‘of the Shahsevans at Kalch Mahomed Ali Khan, while for months they have opposed 
the construction of a toll building, which had already been commenced, about 4 miles 
south of Aliabad. Mr. Sotham nov reports that they have withdrawn all opposition to 
the completion of this building, and generally display a conciliatory spirit and a ¢ 
to be oh good terms with us, It is possible that this change of tactics is to be 
attributed to. the influence of the Sardar Assad, who recently had a few of the 
Shalisevan chiefs in before him. 
























Yours faithfully, 
(Per pro. Lynch Bros.) 
P. A.D. REDE 






ERN. 
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[87452] No. 24. 










Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 


fo, 750.) 
(elegraphic,) P. 
WITHDRAWAL of Rnssian troops. 
‘There are indications in the press of an approaching recrudescence of the agitation 
against the Russian troops. 
M, Poklowski informs me that Russian Government have decided to reduce 
immodiately the Tabreez force by one half. It is to be hoped that this step will 
check the agitation. 


Tehran, October 10, 1909. 






















(87622) No. 25. 






Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 11.) 
(No. 179.) 
in, Gulakek, September 24, 1909. 

ACCORDING to statistics supplied me by the Administrator-General of the 
Customs, the receipts of the eustom-house at Enzeli have amounted for the five 
months—the 21st March to the 2ist August—of the current year to 253,370 tomans, 
48 compared with 188,743 tomans during the same five months in 1908, ‘These 
figures are of special interest. in of the complaints so repeatedly made at 
St. Petorsburgh as to the interruption of traffie on the Resht~Tehran road, I notice 
from Mr. O'Beirne's despatch No. 446, which has reached me in the print sections, that 
the hins been led to believe. that interruption of traffic on this road has on recent 
gecasions caused heavy losses to Russian trade. Ihave myself seen no signs of any 
intorference with traffic between Resht and ‘Tehran, and the figures now given prove 
conclusively that the trade which usos this route has not in any way been checked by 
Tocent events, 

Tn striking contrast with the increase 
M, Mornard tells mo is not confined to Enz 
the alarming decrease in the Gulf customs rece 
first six months of this year has 
ospatch No, 20, Commercial, of the 
































jown in the Enzeli receipts, which 

gst the northern custom-houses, is 

in which the falling off during the 

en as marked as that shown last year (seo my 

th instant). ‘The total receipts at the ports in 

question—from the 21st March to tho 21st September of the current year—amount, 

accorting to the enclosed stitemont furnished me by M. Mornard, to no more than 
295,000 tomans, thoso of Bushire totalling only 160,000 tomans, 

T have, &e. 
. BARCLAY. 









































Tnelosure 





in No. 25, 





M, Mornard to Sir G. Barclay. 
M. le Ministre, 

IK, mlempresse de vous ¢ 
du sud pon 












que je sera 
le année cou 








Aco 
jouer un role important, @autant plus que 
fon tds transitent Hibremeat on Russi, par fa vole de Baton: Bacou-Astholod 

Jo rogretio vivement d'étre retenu chez moi par une indisposition et de ne pouvoir 
vonir personnellement vous entretenir de la situation déplorable dans laquelle se trouve 
la région des cdtos du Colfe persique. 











Veuillez, &o. 
©. MORNARD. 
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Tnelosure 2 in No. 25. 


Comparative Statement of Customs Receipts for Southern Ports of Persia. 









| Pon esac ponies | Suraton. 
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Bouchie 1,600,000 
Lingah 220,000 
Banter Abbas 550,000 
Mohammerah 534,000 
Disful 

Ahwaz 7. 45,000 


Chouchter 52 
























Totanx 8,291,508°05 2,050,000" 








Teheran, le 18 septembre, 1909. 








(37469) No 26, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11,) 
(No. 534.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 2, 1909; 

I CALLED on M. Isvolsky this afternoon, as he is leaving for Livadia to-morrow 
morning, and I enquired whether he had received any news from M, Poklowsky. His 
Excellency said that M. Poklewsky had not yet studied the situation on the spot 
sufficiently to be able to give a serious appreciation of how matters stood : and he was 
awaiting a report from him before finally deciding as to how far the number of Russian 
troops at Tabreez could be reduced. M. Isvolsky repeated to mo a remark, which had 
deen made to me also by M. Kokovtsoff, that where tho Russian troops were. present 
the roads were secure and open to traflic, wishing mo, I suppose, to deduce the 
conclusion that the contrary was the caso in localities from which Russian troops were 
absent. I said that I trusted the reduction would soon take placo, but I did not dwell 
on the point, 8 it would be useless to do so until the Russian Government have reccived 

mn M. Poklewsky on the subje 

M, Isvolsky said that the Saad-ed-Dowleh had called upon him the other day, 
and had given him a dismal picture of the situation in Persia, where there were no 
capable men and no He had laughed at the idea of the Nasr-ul-Mulk returning 
to Persia, and he once in the Medjliss being able to effect any good. As 
soon as the Persian Government had extorted all that was possible from the few 
individuals who possessed anything they would. be at the ond of theit resources ancl 
it was difficult to foresee how they would then be able to carry on the administration, 

‘Tho views of those who have thought it safo to leave their country are ap! to be 
tinged with some pessimisin ; but I do not think that M. Tsvolsky views the situation 
in Persia in much brighter colours. 











































Thaye, &c. 
A. NICOLSON. 





[37475] No. 27, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edvard. Grey.—(Received October 11.) 





St. Petersburgh, October 4, 1909, 
‘THE Persian Minister brought the Saad-ed-Dowleh to see me this evening. ‘The 
visit was unsolicited on my part, and the Saad-ed-Dowleh wished to imp: 
his call must be kept strictly confidential, as not even the staff of the Pers 
knew that he was in St. Petersburgh. He was so mysterious that he dec 
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me the name of the hotel at which he was staying, and requested that I should not 
return his visit, as he was leaving in a day or two. He was sad and gloomy. He had 
been, he said, poisoned when at Tehran, and his life had been saved by Dr. Lindley ; 
hie had no wish to return to office till affairs had assumed a more hopeful aspect. He 
anticipated that no improvement was likely to take place in Persia ; there was not a 
single man in the Cabinet capable of mastering the situation, and there were no money 
and no elements which afforded any hope that the administration could be reformed. 
‘The Medjliss was composed largely of those who had participated in the first Assembly, 
and unless the Senate was convoked simultaneously with the Medjliss matters would go 
from bad to worse. ‘The Senate might be able to do some good, but he had no con- 
fidence whatever in the Medjliss, ‘The provinces would not obey the capital, and he 
saw nothing ahead but anarchy. ‘The only hope would be a conference between 
Russia, Great Britain, and some leading men from Persia, who, ns far as T could gather, 
should bo selected from eminent exiles. ‘This would not constitute intervention, but it 
tho conference” gaye salutary advice to the Persian Government the latter would 
doubtless follow it, Otherwise, unless Great Britain and Russia took some decided 
steps, anarchy would increase until intervention became unavoidable, 

‘Dhe Saad-ed-Dowleh proceeded for some time with his jereminds, which are hardly 
Worth reporting, and he made no practical suggestion. I think that the real object of 
his visit was put forward at the close of the interview, when he remarked that his son 
or brother—I forget which—who had been Persian Minister at Washington, had been 
appointed Minister in London, and was still at Paris awaiting orders from the Persian 
Government to procecd. He feared that the Ala-esSultanch might override this 
appelntnent, and procure the nomination of his soy, the present Minister Resident in 
London 











































T have, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 





[87478] No. 28. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Neceivert October 11.) 


(No, 513.) 
Sir, St, Petersourgh, October 6, 1909. 





I ASKED M, Sazonow today whether M, Poklewsky had yet given his opinion as 
ton reduction of tho number of Russian troops in Persia. His Excelleney replied that 
M. Poklowsky was anxious that a reduction should be made in the troops at Tabre 
and that the Russian Government were equally desirous that such a step should take 
place 















I said that T sincerely hoped that a considerable reduction would be made as soon 
fas possible. ‘hore was really no necessity why so 1 force should now be 
maintained, A reduetion would produce a good impression in my country, where 
nuny were dubious as to the intentions of the Russian Government, I should like to 
see them convinced that they were in the wrong in their suspicions. Moreover, a 
reduction would materially improve tho position of Russia in Persia, and we were as 
anxious as the Russian Government could be themselves that this should be the ease. 
M. Sizonow replied that he expected! a reduction would yery shortly take place, and, 
indeed, there were great difficulties in the way of providing winter quarters for the 
present aumber of troops at Tabreez, L asked him why he said nothing as to the 
troops at Kizvin. He replied that he did not think the troops there could be reduced 
just at present. Ile did not tell me the reason; but T presume the Russian Govern- 
ment still anticipate possible troubles at ‘Tehran, where they imagine the Russian 
Caucasian revolutionaries are the predominant factor, I propose to continue to urge 
the Russian Ministry to reduce the troops, so that there should he no misunderstanding 
a8 to our views on the subjec 







































Thave, &e, 
A. NICOLSON. 
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(87541) No. 29. 


Sir G. Lowther to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 11.) 


Constantinople, October 5, 1909. 
the honour to forward herewith a despatch from Mr. Morgan, acting 
viee-consul at Van, reporting on the journey of the vali to the Persian frontier. 
A copy of this despatch has been sent to ‘Tehran, 
Thave, &e, 
GERARD LOWTHER. 











Tnclosure in No. 29. 


Acting Vice-Consul Morgan to Sir G, Lowther. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, Van, September 17, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that on Saturday last, the 11th 
September, Bokir Sami Bey, Vali of Van, returned to Van from a journey through the 
eastern parts of the vilayei and the frontier zone. 

As was stated in my telegram of the 22nd August, Bekir Bey left Van on the 
Mth August. He was accompanied by the nektoubji and by Nazim Bey, nazir of tho 

ublic debt at Exzeroum, a prominent Young ‘Turk, who had arrived in Van a fow 
lays previously. 

In the course of his journey, the vali visited Bush-Kaleh, Gavvar, Tergayvan, 
Mergayvar, and went to within three hours of Sujbulak (a town to the south of Lake 
Urumia, and on the eastern extremity of the frontier zone), Although in the course of 
his journey he w: nity of Urumia, he did not himself visit that town, but 
sent in his stead who, while there, enquired into the doings of the Young: 
‘Turks sent last y ia to aid the Persian constitutionalists, 
foo ine to the acting, Persian consul here, the objost of tio vali’s visit wan a8 
follow: 


























A large nunbe ns on the frontier have been complaining to their 
embassy at Constantinople of the kaimakam of Chari, son-in-law of Sheikh Hamid 
Pasha, of Bash-Kaleh, and of the misdeeds of all the ‘Turkish officials, civil or 
military, now in Persia, ‘These officials, rely’ of Turkish troops: 
in Persia and on the absence of any restraining authority, have unjustly appro: 
priated Persian property and lands, dispossessing the Persian owners. ‘The Mi 
of the Interior, finding it difficult to get at the true state of the ci 
vali to make a journey into the region in question, and to report on these matters, 
and further to report in general on the work of the Turkish officials there during 
the last two years, 


























probably one of the reasons of the journey. 

From Nazim: Bey and other sources T learnt that the val 
by the authorities at Constantinople to make th 
his proposals as to the organizatic 
that he has proposed that the distri 





had been instructed 
journey with a view to submitting 
of Turkish civil posts in the zone. I hear 
should be formed into a mutessariflik, the 
head-quarters to bo at Shind, with subordinate kaimakamates at Kavana, Chari, and 
Singan, and that th if, when appointed, should organise the gendarmerie 
and police. ‘The vali has also suggested that tho seat of the kaimakam of Bash- 
Kaleh should be transferred to Gayvar, as frontier affairs could be better adminis 
tered from the Jatt 
From a conver 
with regard to the Pers 
claim to the zone, 
Turkey had equ 
little «protest again 
less unshaken, ‘The 





























1 with the vali I gathered that he had decided views 
an frontior zone. He explained that, although Persia laid 
and Persian officials had been appointed to posts there, yet 
rights ersia in it. Although in the past ‘Turkey had made 
Persian action aud rule in the zone, yet her right was nono the 
erable condition of the natives of the zone at the present 

te which was likely to continue 

y should act om that right, In any case 
and neighbourhood for the purpose of 
2 interests was a good precedent for ‘Turkey to follow in. regard 
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for some time—inade it nec 
the presence of Russian troo 
protecting Russi 
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to Turkish interests in the zone. He evidently regards the conversion of the zone 
into Turkish territory not only as desirable, but as of right. 

Jn the course of his journey the vali was accompanied for three or four days 
by tho Sheikh of Shemsdinan. ‘The character of the sheikh has been described by 
Captain Dickson in his telegram of the 7th June, relating to the attack made on 
him, ‘The vali, on the contrary, seems to have heen very favourably impressed by 
him, He describes him as intelligent and tractable, and cited as a proof of his 
good-will towards the Government the fact that he had sent a large force of his 
tribesmen to help the Government troops in the vilayet of Mosul in their struggle 
with the Sheikh of Zibar—a struggle now being carried on in the vicinity of Akra, 
Tho Sheikh of Shemsdinan no doubt realised that it was in his interest to please the 
vali, and as regards his help of the Government in Mosul, the fact that he is at 
horeditary feud with the Sheikh of Zibar may go far to 

‘The vali is Jeaving Van on Wednesda 
will roturn to Van by way of the weste 
























‘and southern ‘portions of the Ia 


ee to inspect the subordinate posts and to make himself acquainted with his 
vilayet. 


Thave, &c. 
JAMES MORGAN, 


[87502] 





Sir A, Hardinge to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October U1.) 


(No. 110.) 
in, Brussels, October 8, 1909. 

‘THE Porsian Minister mentioned to me to-day that Saad-od-Dovwleh (who is a 
relative of his) was on his way to London, and would like to have an interview with 
fou, a8 he had some information to communicate whieh he believed would prove of 
intorost to His Majesty's Government. Would I, as an old friend of his Excellency, 
mention this to you. 

I said, 1 saw no objection to doing so, but asked why he had not applied to 
Sir George Barclay for an introduction to you. Mofakhem-es-Sultanch replied that it 
had been difficult: for him to have recourse to any’ off rannel in Persia, as he had 
won nish as one of the Ministers of the exShali after the deposition of that 
rine. 

"Vho Sand-ed-Doy 
to nood to say anyth 
intrigu 



















's character and 





ntecedents are too well known to you for me 
i further respecting him, but Tmay mention that although an. 
and political weathercock, he is an able man speaking French as fluently 
as Persian, and I think it quite possible that you might find it worth while to hear, or 
to request one of His Majesty's UnderSecretaries to do so, the 
ho wishes to make to you. 
























ARTHUR H. HARDINGE, 





{37709} No. 31, 


Sir 








Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 11.) 


(No. fn) 
(eloraphic) Pe 


St, Petersburgh, October 11, 1909. 
REDUCTION of Russian forces in Persia. 

Tam informed by the Act 
to-morrow oF noxt day will contai 







rs that the nowspapers 
juncement to the effect that about 900 men 
will be withdrawn from the Russian force at ‘Tabreez. According to M. Sazonow this 
is half of the Russian troops at present at that place. With regard to the reduction of 
tho force at Kazvin I pressed his Excellency, but he could give no promise that the 
force there could be reduced for the preser 

Nows had just reached the Russian Government from Ardebil that the Shahsevans 
had begun again to pillage round that place. 















































23 





[37809] No, 32. 
The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office (Received October 12.) 
Sir, 3, Salter's Hall Court, London, October 11, 1909, 


IN reply to your letter of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of the outstanding 
ecount for repairs to the bridges on the Bakhtiari road, T have tho honour to inform 
you that we have telegraphed to our Tehran agent authorising him to accept payment, 
of the principal in settlement of our claim, and to forgo any interest thereon, provided 
a prompt settlement be effected. My board request that it may be clearly pointed out 
to the chiefs that our accounts represent actual out-of-pocket expenses, and that it is 
entirely contrary to commercial principles that we should receive no interest on the 
money disbursed in this way on behalf of the chiefs. We could not carry on business 
‘on these lines. ‘The concession we are making is tantamount to a freo giit to the 
chiefs of more than 100, 








Thave, &e. 
H, W. MACLEAN, 
Secretary. 





[88046] 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 
No, 751.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 14, 1909, 

WITHDRAWAL of Russian troops from Porsia, 

T learn privately from His Majesty's acting consul-genoral at Tabreez that he hae 
boon informed by his Russian colleagie that winter quarters were being prepared at 
Kazvin for the troops, and no reduction in the force was meditated. 

T informed M. Poklewski, without quoting names, that information had reached 
me to the effect that buildings were being constructed, and I again emphasised the 
dangors which must attend the continued presence of, troops in closo vicinity of 
‘Tehran, He informed me that the decision of the Russian Government to reduco or 
to retain the force would not be affected hy any steps the general might take with 
regard to the preparation of winter quarters, and that as soon as the Persian Govern- 
ment gave him an opportunity he would urge the reduction. 

J into the nature of the opportunity he awaited in order to uso any 
it about, and I understood that he would bo satistied if the Persian 
Government fully reinstated Smirnow and Sadousky, a question which still remains 
unsettled, and were conciliatory in the matter of certain Crown jewels that are missing, 
and are said to have been sold by the uncle of the ex-Shah, Naib-es-Sultaneb, who is 
under Russian protection, ‘The latter question will, he expects, be investigated very 
shortly, and he asked that a representative of the British Legation might. bo prosent at 
the enquiry. I agreed to this request, although we are not interested in the Naib 
(vide article 1 of protocol in my despatch No. 171 of the 9th September, 1909). 

M. Poklewski has not alluded to the withdrawal of the troops. When I supported 
it he replied that he did not think that his Government could be induced to agree to 
anything beyond reduction. This is to be deplored, on the ground not solely of the 

etext to intrigue which the presence of any Russian force in the neighbourhood of 
‘ehran affords, but also of the serious anti-Russian agitation which will certainly be 
aroused when the Medjliss opens in the course of a few weeks if the troops are still 
stationed at Kazvin, ‘The withdrawal, which Russia could now effect without 
touching, her amour-propre, and without exposing foreigners to any greater risk than 
ordinary life in Persia entails, would become difficult in the event of such agitation, 
whether Russian lives and property were thereby endangered or not ‘There aro 
indications that the attitude of the press, although not yet hostile, is tending to 
Decome so. 
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(38042) No. 34. 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 14.) 
(No, 752.) 
‘elegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 14, 1909. 
ARDEBIL, 


His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez. telegraphs as follows : 





“Position at Ardebil has become more serious. ‘The leaders of Shabsevan tribes, 
who had submitted themselves to Sattar, will not oppose Rahim Khan, and have 
vacated the town, Rahim Khan is apparently also supported by a powerful Karadagh 
chief, Zergham, who was supposed to act against him. 

‘My Russian colleague has received for transmission to ‘His Imperial Majesty 
Mohammed Ali Shah, Russian Legation,’ telegram from Rahim Khan, and beat 
his signature with that of several Shahsevan leaders. ‘They declare that they will not 
acknowledge the new régime, and that they will march on the capital after having laid 
waste to Ardebil, ‘The day arranged for this move has, however, gone by, and up till 
Toe Ly tage) weericeed’ tiompelves to" tho noilawedt CL/Anishil acd! 0/@ lies 
plundering. 

‘Russian consul-general promises to reply that the addressee has left Tehran and 
to return the telegram. 

““Mukhber-es-Sultaneh is preparing to deal with the situation, but he considers 
that it presents ious danger. ‘The force which has been sent from ‘Tehran will 
be deflected to Sarab. tis at present at Zenjan, where reactionaries, headed by local 
high priest, have obstructed the road and stirred up disorders.” 


















{88049} No. 35, 

erty Oe Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 

(Pelographic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 14, 1909. 
PLEASE seo Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 751 and 752 of to-day’s date: 
roops in Porsia. 

M. Sazonow to-morrow, 

or at least largely reduced. 



















0. id will urge that the force at Kazvin should be 
withdrawn 








{87809} 


0. 36. 








Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


‘No. 470.), 
{Sigg ic) P. Foreign Office, October 14, 1909. 
OUTSTANDING Godar Bridge account. Please refer to your telegram No. 734 





of the 20th Soptember, 
On condition that the settlement shall be prompt, Persian ‘Transport Company 
will be content with having the principal paid, and will forgo interest. 








(35728) 





Foreign Ofice to Persian Transport Company. 


Sin, Foreign Office, October 14, 1909. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the state of te Godar 
bridge, Tam directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to transmit to you, for the information 
of yout board, the accompanying copy of a memorandum, which has been received in 
a despoteh dated the Bist August trom His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, on the 
subject. 

As you will porcvive, the question of repairs is one of urgei 
the hope that it may be found convenient to reach an early 
Totter addressed to you from this department on the 4th May. 

Tam, &e. 


LOUIS MALLET, 




























d Lam to express 
decision in regard to the 
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(38155) No. 38. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received October. 15.) 


Sir, India Office, October 14, 1909. 

TAM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the Ist October, 1909, 
enclosing a despatch in original from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, regarding the 
‘Tureo-Persian boundary question in s0 far as it relates to territory of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah. Cider : - 

Tn reply, I am to say that Visconnt Morley conenrs in tho instructions to Sir @. 
Barclay proposed by Sir E. Grey. Lord Morley agrees in the view that, desirable as it 
is to maintain the status quo as at present: locally observed on the frontier, it cannot be 
contended that the line defined in 1850 by the mediating commissioners has been 
cancelled by any subsequent declaration of Great) Britain and Russia, and that His 
Majesty's Government could not formally support the Sheikh of Mohammerah in 
claiming that his frontier extends beyond that line, except after communication with 
the Turkish and Russian Governments, 3 5 

Sir G. Barclay’s original despatch, with enclosures, is herewith returned. 

Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE, 














[38126] No. 39. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 
(No. 753.) . 


(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 15, 1909. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 752 of the 14th October : Azerbaijan 
Tam informed by Minister of Interior that disorders at Zenjan aro subsiding, and 

that Tehran force is continuing its march northwards to Tabreoz, having left Zenjan, 




















[38184) No, 40, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received October 15.) 
(No. 458.) 
{Siege aes St, Petersburgh, October 15, 1909. 
PLUASE refer to my telegram No. 457 dated yesterday: Russian forco on 
‘Tohran-Res i 
Tsaw Wy this afternoon, and urged that the foree at Kazvin should! bo 





withdravn, or that it should at any rate be considerably reduced ; but I regret to say 
that, although Ladduced every possible argument to show that this step was advisable, 
Teould not induce M, Sazonow to consent todo so. ‘The Russian Government: would, 
ho assured ino, act in the manner T suggested as soon as it was possible for them to do 
so, but at present there was no guarantee of lasting quiet, and the moment for the 
Withdrawal had therefore not arrived, ‘To send the troops back after they had beon 
Withdrawn would be highly undesirable, As an instance his Excellency mentioned 
Ardobil, the situation there had suddenly become very grave alter a period of complete 
quiet. Somo little time ago, in. the Council of Ministers, it was only with gr 
difficulty that he had succeeded in inducing the Minister of War and others of his 
colleagues to give up the project of a punitive expedition against the Shahsevans, who 
rere wuilty of the murder of a Russian officer and other misdeeds, and he had only 
Inanagel to dissuade his colleagues from this idea by urging that caln had been 
Fostored in that district, But the situation there could not possibly. be worse than it 
ras at present, and hie would in all probability bo blamed for having beon uu 
Optimistic on the subject, In these cirenmstances there was no, prospeet what 
reduction or withdrawal of the Kazvin force being decided on by the 
Tdid my utmost to move M, Sazonow from his determ 

of the arguments he used, but, as I mentioned abov 






































of 
jan Cabinet, 
nation, and contested the validity. 
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Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


Foreign Office, October 15, 1909 
No. 171 of the 9th ultimo, enclosing copy of the 
to the surrender by the ex-Shah of the 
ed with his departure from Persian 


” THAVE received your despatch 
yrotocol signed on the 7th September relativ 
frown jewels, and to other questions connecte 


this protocol, and I take this opportunity of 


T approve your action in signing f 
manner in which you have conducted 


exprossing to you my high appreciation of the m: 
tho wearisome negotiations connected with these questions. 














Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 


ir, October 11, 1909. 
M. SAZONOW informed me to-day that to-morrow or the day after the papers 

would announce the withdrawal to Russia of about 200 m 

ant, he said, that half of the present: 


St. Petersburgh, 


force at Tabreer. 
ison would be brought home. 
trusted, have w good effect 
reduetion could not take place in the foree at 

4 lange foree there, as all the 
lity prevailed. Moreover, 
conciliatory, as they had 














to be uo necessity to ret 
information which T had received was that. perfe 
tho Persian Government 
officially replaced the Russian preceptor 
Sazonow said that the moment had not yet arri 
y it was impossible to say with c 

Dring forth, and. th 

that what the Russian Governmen 
ay surety of their good int 
od that Thad not by 

me, I thought it would seem a litt 








showing a disposition to be 
nd the Russian doctor 





mediate future would 








‘As I saw that he was a little 
cotirely satisfied with the 













ys and urge Feduct 
jonow said that he had just re 
Lsaid that I did not suppose that 

He replied that the 
jects—nothing. beyond 


return to it in a very fey 














to iimply that Sattar Khan had had a hi yee of disorders. 
‘hid had no information on the subject one way or anothers all he 

lliging had recommenced. 

had not punish 





dded, that the Russian 
; but now it was 





1 the Shahsevans in the first 
too lato in the season to take any serious measures ag; 








\. NICOLSON. 











PS. October 12. 
companies of infintry, a balf-company: of 
‘and that there wi 

if Cossacks, one battery of 
it states, willl be recalled as soon 
ninient onder has been re-established. 





Dflicial Messenger” published to-day states that “ four 
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No. 43. 
India Office to Foreign Office {Received October 18.) 


Sir, India Office, October 16, 1909. 

I AM directed by Viscount Morley to enclose, for the information of Secretary 
Sir E. Grey, copy of a Secret letter from the Government of India, enclosing the 
reosipt of the Sheikh of Mohammerah for the sum of 10,000/ advanced to him by His 
Majesty's Government in connection with the agreement recently concluded between the 
sheikh and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 





(38555) 


Tam, 


ko, 
R, RITCHIE. 







Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Seeret.) 
My Lord, Simla, September 28, 1909, 
WE have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter from the political 
resident in the Persian Gulf, enclosing the receipt of the Sheikh of Mohammerah for the 
sum of 10,000/, advanced to him by His Majesty's Government in connection with 
the agreement recently concluded between the sheikh and the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company. 
pe receipt appears to us to be in onder, and the political resident. has been 
informed accordingly. 
We have, &o. 
MINTO. 
: OM. CREAGH. 
J, 0, MILLER, 
W. L, HARVEY. 
G. B, WILSON, 
8, B. SINT 
HL, Hi, RISLEY. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 43. 





Major Cox to Government of Indi 





Bushire, August 21, 1909, 

1 ampliation of my telegram of the 17th instant, I have the honour to attach 
copies of the communications in which His Majesty's acting consul, Mohammerah, 
reports the due endorsement: by the tribal elders of the agreement come to between the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and the paying over of 
the amount of the loan made to the sheikh by Government (10,000/.) and the ten years’ 
rental in advance (6,300/.) by the oil compatiy. 

‘The sheikh’s receipt for the 10,0001, is forwarded in original, with translation, a 
copy being recorded in my archives. 1 trust that it will be considered in order, 

giicinr of Sikieemmeslancoh is being forwarded to Hix Majesty's Minister via 
London. 



























Tnclosure 8 in No. 43, 





Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cos. 


(Confidential.) Mohammerah, July 81, 1909. 

LHAVE the honour to inform you that the agreement between Sheikh Khazal 
‘and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) was duly signed in the presence of 
myself'and Mr, C. A. Walpole, of Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co., on the 0th instant at 
Failiyeh, by headmen Haji Faisal, Haji Arak, Haji Athi, Haji Fusd, Haji Abdus 
Saiyid, Haji Mubammad Ohanan, Absdualla-bin-Salbuq, who aflixed their seals to the 
copy of the agrevment in the possession of Messrs. Hoy, Seott, and Co 

2, [further attested their signatures by signing below as follows :— 








“ Witness to the signature of the above seven headmen, the 80th July, 1909; 
“A. T. Wiison, Lieutenant, 1.4.” 
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Tnclosure 4 in No. 43. 





Lieutenant Wilson to Major Cox. 


Mohammerah, August 14, 1909. 
LHAVE the honour to report that on the 10th instant Hhji Mushin, son, of Haj 
Rais, opened the boxes: of gold, aggregating 16,5001, in my possession for delivery to 
athe shih, 6.5001, of which had been handed over by Messrs Lloyd, Sout, and Co, to 
me at the sheikh’s special request, to hand to him under secret. arrangements, 

2, Haji Mushir counted two bags, weighed the rest, found all correct, replaced the 
Yage in the boxes, sealed the boxes with his own seal, and left them with me till 
the evening, when he and his father dined with me, and after dinner took away 
the boxes, explaining to the boatmen that they must tell no one, as the boxes contained 
cartridges, 

3."At the same time Haji Rais handed me the sheikl’s receipt for Lloyd, Scott, 
and Co's 6,500L, and a separate receipt for the loan of 10,000/. I enclose the 
nttor; the ‘ormer T have handed over to Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, and Co., with a 
true copy. 

T hive not kept a eopy of the enclosed receipt of the sheikh, 

4, On the 11th instant [went to Failiyeb, showed his Excellency the receipt for 
6,5002, which bore his seal and signature, and asked him pro formd whether it was his 
seal and his signature, to which he answered in the affirmative, I then asked him to 
sigh and seal the statement (added below the document drawn up by you) to the effect 
What he had actually wecived the anoney, and he did this in my precio, 

presied a hope that he would now at once pay back the sum borrowed from 







































61 
the Germans, and he said he would do so. ‘ 
T further asked him for a copy of the “farman,” He replied that he would let me 






have it alter Ramzan, when the slave woman returned, 
6. T have this day handed to Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co, a receipt for the 
10,0004, of which I attach a copy. 





Received the sum of (10,000/,) ten thousand pounds sterli 


ig in English sovereigns, 
per steam 


p  Kasara,” from the Banquo Nationale d’Escompte de Paris. 





Mohammerah, August 13, 1909. 





A. T, WILSON, Liewenant, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 


Sheikh Khazal Khan, Sheikh of Mohammerah, to Major Cox. 






(Pranstation.) 20th Rajab, 1827 (August 7, 1908), 

THAYVE the honour to state, with reference to the loan of 10,0001, about which 
your honour wrote to, me on the 16th June to the effact that the British Government 
‘ive pleased to pay’ it in accordance with my request. 

Tow beg to inform you, in corroboration of 
course of eonversation, that [ean accept responsibil 
Jehall of myself and my heirs. 

It will suit mo best to pay 6 per cont, interest by an annual instalment on the 
20th Rajal of every year, the first payment to be made on the 20th Rajab, 1328. 

the original amount at the rate of 1,000 per annum 

nultancously with the interest, but ts of the original amount 
above referred to, [shall be glad if T am given the option to put off the annual 
instalment of 10000. in any particular year when the state of affairs makes it difficult 
forme to make the payment, Tt should be understood, however, that this will not 
roligve mo'from the obligation to refund the whole loan within ten years. 

1 shall be obli the consul, Mohammerah, can be authorised to give me 
regularly a month's tiotice prior to the date when the payment falls due. 

Interest should run on the loan from the date when'the consul, Mohammerah, pays 
mie the same against my receipt. ‘The refund of instalments is to be made in this way, 









thas passed between us in the 
y for liquidation of the amount on 
































































29 
thats, the amount due will be paid in English pounds or rupees or by drafts on well- 
known banks against his receipt. 


Dated the 20th Rajab, 1827 (7th August, 1909). 
KHAZAAL-BIN-JABER, 


(Ls) KHAZAAL, 












The above sum of 10,0001, was received by me this day, the 20th Rajab, 1827 
(7th August, 1909), through His Britannic Majesty's consul al Moliammerah, 
KHAZAAL-BIN-JABER, 
(Ls) KHAZAAL, 








(38401) 4. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received October 18.) 
(No. 754.) 
(Telographic.) En clair. Tehran, October 18, 1909. 
T LEARN that two companies of infantry and one grenadier battery loft Tabreoz 





for Russia 16th October. 





(37075) No. 45. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 471.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 20, 1909. 

PROPOSED convocation of Persian Senate. 

‘Acting on instructions received from St. Petersburgh, Count Bonekendorft’ has 
suggested to me that the two Governments should instruct, their i 
‘Tehran to endeavour to secure the summoning of a Senate in Persia which might 
constitute a check on the powers of the Medjliss, I told Count Benckendorff that it 
seemed to me, although I had not studied the question carefully, that we should appear 
to be intorfering beyond what was necessary in Persian internal affairs if we proceeded 















se let me know by the next messeng 





what you think of the proposal, 





{38865) No. 46. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received October 21.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undler- 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
Government of India, dated the 19th October, relative to the Shiraz escort, 


India Office, October 20, 1909. 















Inclosure in No. 46. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. October 19, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram of the 20th September. 

View of His Majesty's Minister at Tehran that Shiraz escort should be 
tained at its present strength until the end of next year has our «: 
presumed that home and Indiau revenues will bear the cost of the increased escort in 
equal shares. 
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[38894] No. 47. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 
(No, 755.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 21, 1909. 
PERSIAN Government have satisfied M. Poklewski in the matter of Smirnow and 
Sadowsky, both of whom have been reinstated. ‘The former is, I understand, to attend 
at the Palace five days a-week to give tuition to the Shah. 


(Very Confidential.) 2 

"The Persian Government have unfortunately now given a fresh cause of complaint 
by the appointment to Berlin of Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh a3 r 

M. Poklowski informs me that this appointment violates an undertaking which 
the Russian Legation received Inst year, [presume this undertaking was given at 
the moment of M. de Hartig’s representations to the Shah regarding interview granted 
by Ehtesham to journalist in Berlin (see Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 225 of the 20th 
August, 1908). 











[87502] No, 48. 


Sir Edward Grey to Karl Granville. 


ir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1909. 

I HAVE toceived Sir A. Hardingo's despatch No. 119 of the Sth instant, 
rospocting the desire of tho Saad-ed-Dowleh to have an interview with me. T request 
you to cause the Saad-ed-Dowleh to be informed that I shall be happy to give him a 

rsonal interview, if the Persian Minister at this Court wishes to introduce him to me. 
f ho desires to come quite unofficially to the Foreign Olfice, one of the Under- 
Secretaries of State will be glad to receive him. 

























Tam, &e. 
E, GREY. 





(37075) No. 49. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Russian Chargé @ Affaires. 





‘PHIM Secretary of State for Foreign Affuirs presents his compliments to the Russian 
Chargé «Affaires, and, with reference to the memorandum which Count Benckendorit 
‘the Foreigh Office on the Sth instant on the desirability of convoking the Persian 
senate to counter niluence of the assembly, and suggesting that the Russian 
and British Ministors at ‘Te nished with instructions on the subject, 
hhas tho honour to state sight any action by the two Powers in this matter 
would appear to constitute an undesirable interference in the purely internal affairs of 
Porsia, In deference, however, to the suggestion of the Russian Government, 
Sir Hdward Grey has instructed His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to furnish him with 
report on the subject, 


Foreign Office, October 21, 1909. 



























(39120) No, 50. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ojfice.—(Received October 23.) 





Sir, Board ot Trade, October 22, 1909, 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the Sth October, forwarding copy of @ letter from the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Compiny, Limited, with reference to a proposal for improving the communications 
betwoon Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 




















In reply, fam to state that all the gentlemen mentioned, except Mr. HF, B, Lynch, 
M.P,, are directors of the Iudo-Kuropean Telegraph Company ; Mr. 4. Herbert Tritton 
is also a director of Messrs, Barclay and Co., Limited, ba Mr. Lynch is a member 
of the woll-known firm of Messrs Lynch’ Brothers. ‘The Board are accordingly of 
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‘opinion that there can be no doabt that for the purpose in question an adequate 

guarantee of financial respectability is afforded by the names of these gentlemen. 
Tam, &e. 

WALTER J. HOWELL. 












[39138] No. 
ir Edward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 


Sir G. Barclay to 





(No, 756.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, October 23, 1909. 

ARDEBIL, With reference to my telegram No. 752 of the 14th October, I have 
received the following from His Majesty’s acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez.: 

Shahsevan and Karadaghis tribesmen are investing Ardebil, and for soveral days 
fighting has been continued, It is difficult to obtain information as telegraph wires 
have been cut, but Sattar Khan appears to be hard pressed, and Mukhber-es-Sultanch, 
has given orders for a thousand horsemen to proceed without delay to Sarah under 
Samad Khan. 

Tt is expected that 200 Tnanloo horsemen will arrive here to-morrow, an equal 
number of Persian Cossacks with four guns reached ‘Tabreez. to-day, the remainder of 
the troops sent from Tehran appear to be still in Zenzam, where reactionaries havo 
been crushed by the Governor, An expedition is being formed for tho reliof of 
Ardebil, and a camp organised outside Tabre 





























(Confidential.) 

Thave been informed privately by the governor-general that a catastrophe cannot 
be avoided if the Russians do not cease from giving encouragement to Rahim Khan 
‘and to the Shahsevan chiefs. I used very guarded language to Russian consul-general, 
who appeared to be somewhat afraid of a rebuke. Situation might be helped if he 
received instructions from M. Poklewski to warn rebels clearly that Russia views their 
action with disfavour. 

Unless these powerful tribes are made to understand that their rebellion is not 
countenanced by Russia, the position may become such as again to necessitate 
intervention, 

M. Poklewski, to whom I read a portion of this telegram, informs me that Russian 
consul-general_at ‘Tabreez has begn instructed to warn Rahim Khan that Russian 
Government will hold him responsible for disorders. 






















(39139) No, 52. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Ediurd Grey.—(Received October 24.) 





r, ‘Tehran, October 24, 1909. 
My telegram No, 756 of the 28rd October, 
Tam informed by M. Poklewski that Russian consul at Ardebil has applied to his 
Government for a force to protect the lives and property of Russian subjects th 
Every effort is being made by the Persian Government to cope with the situation 5 
450 men are being sent from ‘Tehran with two guns. 




















(89140) No. 53. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 





P. Tehran, Octover 24, 1909, 
VIGATION of Lake Urumia. 

hh reference to my telegram No, 745 of the 1st October, Tam informed by His 
Majesty’s acting consul-eneral at Tabreez that negotiations are being carried on by 
‘a party of Persian merchants, who, there is reason to believe, are relying on German 
support, with a view to obtaining the concession for the roads around Urumia and for 
the navigation of the lake. Project has, it is reported, ed the approval of Sardar 
Assad, and Taki Zade has promised to support it when it is brought before the Meuliss, 
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‘Phe Persians interested in the matter cam count on the active sympathy of this body, 
for they have supported the cause of the Constitution financ 

‘At Tabreez two Germans have already arrived, and more are expected. ‘The two 
here are engineers with other German commercial connections, and apparenily brought 
with them design of a steamer which, however, they lost on the road. 

Imam Kuli's concession is stated by merchants, I do not know upon what grounds, 
to be valueless, but German consular agent has left for Soujboulak, and his visit is 
doubtless for the purpose of treating on behalf of the Persian combine with the 
‘coneessionnaire. 

M. Poklewski is sending instructions to Russian consul to communicate this new 
move to the Russians at present negotiating at Soujboulak, and it will, it is hoped, 
wake them and Imam Kuli to the necessity for a prompt settlement, M. Poklewski is 
of opinion that Russian Road Company’s concession could be interpreted as sullicient 
to bar any con with German backing for lake navigation, but Russian position 
would be greatly strengthened if they could participate in Imam Kuli's enterprise. 



























[89188] No. 54, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey— (Received October 25.) 


+ Gulahek, September 18, 1909. 

WITH reference to article 4 of the protocol enclosed in my despatch No. 171 of 
the 9th instant, Lhaye the honour to report that a convention has now been concluded 
betweon the Persian Government and the Russian bank for the taking over by the 
former of the ex-Shah’s personal debt to the bank, ‘The debt, which is to carry interest 
at 6 por cont,, is to be paid olf within ton years, and is secured on the northern customs 
receipts, 








Thave, ko, 
G BARCLAY, 





(89192) No, 55, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 

(No, 180.) 

Sir, ‘Tehran, September 29, 1909, 

T HAVE the houour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
recvived from His Majesty’s consul-genoral at Bushire 
tho Indo-European ‘elograph Department of the Arabista 

T enclose at the same time 
Captain Trevor, 















exraph lit 
py of the reply which I have addressed to 





Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 55. 


Major Coz to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 64.) 
Sir, Bushire, July 29, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for your information and such action as you may 
consider possible, a copy of a letter addressed to me by Lieutenant A. T. Wilson, in 
which, in connection with the contemplated assumption by the Indo-Kuropean 
‘Pelegraph Department of the Arabistan telegraph lines, he submits certain views 
and suggestion 

Krom the practical point of 
me to be to the point, aud gene 

Bspecially, it would be a great convenience, both practically and polit 
arrangement avocated in paragraph § of his letter could be unobtrusi 
‘about during the course of the present measures for 
lines, and provided that the necessary my 


















5 tenant Wilson's recommendations appear to 
lly have my support. 


















ely brought 
transfer of the control of the 
re of control of the Persian office 
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remained with the sheikh, as at present, I think we might depend on his tacit 
co-operation in arranging the location of the English office to suit us. 
Thave, &, 
». Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Fars, &c, 

























Tnelosure 2 in No. 55. 











Lieutenant A, T. Wilson to Major Coz. 





Sir, Mohanmerah, July 3, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of: the assumption by: tho 
Indo-European Telegraph Department of the control of the Arabistan telegraph lines, 
astep which has, T understand, received the final sanction of the Government. 

T venture to suggest that the department should be moved to make a start with 
as little delay as possible, as not only are local political cireumstances propitious, but 
the rapid growth of British telegraph service more necessary than ever. 

3, It would be convenient if the Indo-European Telegraph Department could 
make some statement as to their future policy with regard to the existing lines, oflices, 
and operators, for the information of this consulate and of the British firms chiefly 
concerned. 

4, As regards control of the lines, T venture to suggest that before the line is 
reney‘ed on iron poles, the working of the existing lines and of the telegraph olfices 
should be taken over as soon as possible by the department. 

Tt would be well if the reconstruction of the (1) Ahwaz-Mohammerah lino 
(2) Alwaz-Borasjun line could take procedence over the remainder of the system, as 
the Dizful-Shushter-Ahwaz line affects British imerests but little, I haye already 
recommenced tho relaying of the Mohammerah-Ahvwaz line down the left bank of tho 




















































As regards operators, I would point out that only one telegraph office in 
Arabistan (ie, at Ahwaz) is at present officially open for messages in. European 
languages, and that although such messages can usually be sent from Mohammerah, 
to Ahwaz, they cannot be sent elsewhere, ax the telegraph clerk at this place, for the 
above reazon, refus 

Such telegrams, therefo ) Bushire, Tehran, or London, must 
bo sent from Mohammerah to an agent in Ahyaz and readdressed from there, involving 
a double payment of part of the charge, 

. Ivis greatly to be desired that the telegraph office at Mohammerah should be 
at once off spt messages in European languages for transinission 
over the hw A recom ion to this effect has already bee 
submitted to I 







































grouped the customs office, Messrs, Lynch Brothers’ warehouses, 
offices, and the Wonckhaus agency. ‘The provision in the British 
date of a separate telegraph office for messages in, Duropean languages (Porsi 
messages being sent, as nov, from the town office) would be a great convenience to 
users of the wire, and, i aken now, would probably meet with no opposition, 
Tt would also be desirable on other grounds into which I need not ente 
9, ‘Thore is at the present moment room in the consulate for a telegraph office, 
and, should this proposal mect with your approval, T am ready to submit a detailed 
plan of the consulate, and of the relative position of the town oflie, ate, &e, 
Such a proposal, of course, involves two operators, one for English and the other 
for Persian work, but a saving of cost might be ellected by converting. the present 
British post office into a posial telegraph office, with a trained tolegraphist. as 
Postmaster, 
‘The provision of a separate o 
office 
Tconsider desirable at pre 
of the purport of all 
English messages. This 
it giv 

































































for European messages would leave the Persian 
now, to some extent under the control of the sheikh, a state of Uhings which 
‘Vhe: shoikh could then, as now, keep himself informed 
wes in Persian passing over the wire i uot of th 
matter upon which he would, I believe, if approached, 
him a sonse of security against plotters, and enables him to 
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34 
teontrol, in the same way as Persian governors elsewhere, a channel of communication 
between his subjects in various parts of Arabistan which might easily be used 
against him, 

Thave, &c. 


A. T. WILSON, Indian Army. 





Tnclosure 3 in No. 55, 





Copy of a demi-official letter, dated the 23rd April, 1909, from Lieutenant A, T. Wilson, 
Indian Army, to Mr, J. C. Smith, Indo-European Telegraph Department, 


I GIVE below, for your information, my reasons for thinking the east bank of the 
Karun preferable to the west bank for a telegraph wire to Mohammerah. 

1, Distance—I think that it will be found that there is nothing to choose in this 
Tespect between the east or the west bank, but the east bank may have a slight 
advantage, 

2, Facility for inspection. —Tho east bank is practically always passable to horsemen, 
even when the west, bank is flooded in places 

3. Security. —The east bank is always perfectly safe; the west bank less so, owing 
to the fear of tho Bani Turuf and Hawaizah people. Tt is doubtless on this account 
that the present wire hugs the bank all along instead of taking a straight line across 
country, If the latter course were adopted on the east bank several miles would 
be saved. 

4, Heonomy.—A proposal, regarding which you will no doubt hear from 
Mr. Reynolds of the O.S.L, in due course, has been made that the C.S.L. should have 
the uso of ono or two wires between Nasiri and Mohammerab, and pay the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department a moiety of the cost of installation as well as of 
tho upkeep. ‘This would only be possible if the line went down. the east bank. If 
the east bank wore adopted, it would be necessary to carry the wire across the river 
not at Ahwaz but near Mohammerah, I should say that a 300-yards span would 
suffice, as long as the poles were high enough for the w clear the masts of the 
“Malamir” and  Musrat,”” 
































Inclosure 4 in No. 55. 


Sir G. Barclay to Acting Consul-General Trevor. 
(No. 19.) 
Sir, Tehran, September 28, 1909. 
1 HAVE received Major Cox's despatch No, 61 of the 20th July last enclosing a 
despatch from Lieutenant Wilson, in which he makes certain proposals in connection 
with the assumption by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department of the Arabistan 
telograph lines. 
‘Tho arrangemont concluded between the late Gov 
not yet, received tho final sanction of the Persian 
ratification of the Assembly before it can come into forco. 
In the event of the Assembly's ratifying the arrangement, Lieutenant Wilson's 
suggestions will be considered by the department, but at present’ Mr. Barker, to whom 


T have submitted Mr, Wilson's despatch, is of opinion that it is premature to make 
‘any comments. 

















ament and the department has 
vernment, and requires the 

















Tam, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(39194) No. 56. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Ieceived October 26.) 


, Tehran, October 1, 1909. 
WITH reference to the final paragrapii of Captain Lorimer’s telegram of the 
10th Mareh, repeated to you in my telegram No. 149 of the 13th March last, I have 
the honomm to transmit ‘copy of a despatch frou His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz, 
reporting that Sardar Muhtasham, the Bakhtiari khan, has again asked for British 
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protection. Lieutenant Ranking, in like manner with Captain Lorimer on the previous 
cecasion, merely replied that he would take note of the request. 

Lieutenant Ranking observes that the Bakhtiari chiefs are losing their former trust 
in the British Government, and suggests that assurances of our friendly interest should 
be given to Sardar Mubtasham and other khans, fi 

T concur in Lieutenant Ranking’s suggestion, and sball take an opportunity of 
privately reminding Sardar Assad, as well as Sardar Muhtasham, who is now in 'Tebran 
of the expression of friendly sympathy conveyed to them last year in accordance with 
the instructions contained in your despatch No. 135 of the Bist July, 1908. 

Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





Tnelosure in No. 56. 


Consul Ranking to Sir G. Barclay, 
(No. 143/25, Confidential.) 

ir Camp Tspahan, September 8, 1909. 
the honour to recall to your Excellency’s recollection the last paragraph of 

am No. 8/14 of the 9th March, 1909; in which Captain Lorimer said that, 
Santar Mubtashamn has approached him privately with a request for a guaranteo of 
the safety of his own person and property by the British Government, to which he replied 
that the request was taken note of, Captain Lorimer further informed the Sardar 
Muhtasham that he would mention his request to me, which he did, 

During my recent tour in the Bakhtiari country, while at Ardal, the Sardar 
Muhtasham at a private interview reiterated his request, and expressed himself as 
entertai 2 aie 

‘This appearing to be a favourable opportunity both for putting: the sincerity of 
his expressions to the test and also possibly of gaining « point, I told him that deeds, 
not words, were a better criterion of the sinecrity of a man's feclings. After somo 
academic discussion on the subject, the Sardar Muhtasham asked in what way he could 
show his good-will, to which I replied pointing out various claims which up to the 
present remained unsatisfied H 

After further discussion on the subject of the claims and of the eanses which give 
rise to them, &e., the Sardar Muhtasham agreed ‘to give a letter saying that he was 
willing to pay his share on account ot the Quala Madrassa robbery and Captain Lorimer's 
effects stolen, if the Samsam would pay his share, 

As regards his request for protection, 1 said that I noted and would not 
forget it. : 

1 would beg to express to your Excellency my satisfaction with regard to his 
recent bebayiour in the matter of the eli Further, the transference of the payment 
of the guards to the oil company was, I understand, due in a great measure to the 
friendly attitude which ho took up with regurd to the change 

It is, of course, impossible to give him any such guarantee in the form that he 
asks for, but, in my humble opinion, it would be of tle utmost value if he could be 
given some assurance of our friendly interest in his welfare, 

‘The Sardar Muhtashan is at present, I think, sincere in his good-will towards 
British interests, and, more so. than the other Bakhtiari khang, still looks on the 
British Government as his real frieuds. Such being the case, if it were possible by 
some such assurance of friendly interest to confirm him in this belieh it By any tur 
of events there were to be a recrudescence of the adverse conditions, such «is provailed 
in 1907 owing to intertribal troubles, he would be the more ready to act, as, for 
example, he did at Kima in the interests of the British interests involved, ‘The value 
of the ling towards British interests is demonstrated by the incident 
of the is. When once he agreed to pay, it mado it possible to 
play off the Samsum and other members of his family. 

A Jike analogy might apply to other and more 
friendliness would be of service to us 

Further, with the present bad feeling which exists between the Bakhtiaris and the 
Sheikh of Mohammerah, in consideration of the friendly relations which exist. between 
the British Goverament and the sheikh, the Sardar Muhtasham’s influence, and through 
him that of the Haji Imam Kuli family, might be used with restraining effect on the 
others, if affairs were to take a serious turn, Moreover, in giving this assurance we are 























ig the most friendly feelings towards the British Government, 































































portant matters in which his 
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not committing ourselves to anything either very definite or very extensive, whereas it 
may have the desired effect. 

Tt may not be out of place to lay before your Excellency some observations, 
indirectly connected with the subject above discussed, on the feeling of the Bakhtian 
chiefs as a whole towards the British Government. 

From various interviews I have had with them, as well as from other sources, I 
hhave come to know that they, as a whole, at present are friendly, but that they regard 
the British Government as having given up to a great extent the former great interest, 
which was felt in them. Considering the importance of British interests in and 
Approximate to their country, it must but react to our disadvantage if this idea gains 
ground in their minds. Moreover, since last year they have como to know that their 
country lies in the neutral zone, and not, as they have believed heretofore, in the zone 
of British interest. 

‘All this tonds to’ the alienation of that feeling which we most desire to foster in 
their minds—that the British Government is the one whom they must look upon as 
their best friend and the one to be “kept in with.” Owing to the long-outstanding 
friendship which has existed since 1841, when Layard lived among them, until lately, 
their natural feelings would lead them to look upon the British Government in this 
light, but of late years, especially since overtures were made to them about raising and 
‘and arming what might bo called a tribal militia, which bas since come to nothing, 
the, iden Tas been slowly yaining ground with them that we have lost interest 
in them. 

Tw conclusion, to sum up :— 

1, The Sardar Mubtasham has asked to be taken under British protection. 

2, Whe Bakhtiari khans, from various causes, are losing their former trust in the 
British Government, as being the friends to whom they should turn. 

3, In my humble opinion, if the growth of this feeling is not arrested, and that 
soon, the Bakhtiari chiefs may cast about for other friends and so gradually become 
alienated from us, after neatly a century of friendly relations, just. at a time when 
British enterprise is commencing to get a firm footing in their territories 


























‘To remedy this I would beg to lay before your Excellency a suggestion, whieh, if 
considered expedient, might meet the requirements of the present case: that, as the 
chicfs aco in Tehran, some stuch assurance, os mentioned on p. 2, be given privately to 
the Surdar Muhtasham, and on some suitable occasion presenting itself a more general 
oxpreasion. of our sympathy and good-will be extended to both the Haji Imam Kuli and 
the Hussein Kuli fami 

















Thave, &e. 
L. RANKING, Lieutenant, 1.4. 








[39195] No. 57, 





Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


(No. 188.) 
Bir, Tehran, October 1, 1909 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 684 of the 23rd August last, reporting tne 
dispatch of throo expeditions of Russian troops from ‘Tubreez, I have the honour to 
trausinit herewith copy ofa despatch {rom His Majesty's acting consul-general reporting 
the return of the troops to that town. 

Tt will be observed that the detachment sent with the member of the Russian 
consulate-general to obtain a settlement of claims against Rahim Khan met with « 
considerable measure of success. 

Tt is of interest to note that, in Mi 
troops in q) 





























, the initiative in dispate 

M. Mill 
Thave, &, 

G. BARCLAY. 
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‘Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


Sir, Tabrees, September 19, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 182 of the 21st ultimo, I have the honour to 
report that all three detachments of Russian troops have returned from Karadagh, 

M. Belaieff, acting secretary of the Russian consulate-general, who accompanied 
‘one detachment to Ahar, succeeded in extracting from Rabim Khan 180 camels and 
£72,000 on account of Russian claims, Some display of force was necessary to 
persuade Rahim Khan to disgorge, and the troopssurrounded his house, This gave rise 
to the erroneous report that the Russians had made him a prisoner. 

Rahim Khan, although he has a strong and efficient force at his disposal, is very, 
nervous as to his future, and he told M, Belaieff that, he had transported all his effects 
close to the Russian frontier, He also said that he had a Russian nomadic passport, 
passport granted to nomad frontier tribesmen, who, by special arrangement 
between the two Governments, are considered as Russian subjects when in Russian 
territory and Persian subjects when in Persia, I was under the impression that nosuch 
nomadie passports were granted in Azerbaijan, but, in any case, Rahim Khon has taken 
a long time to discover his passport, 

The governorgeneral is preparing to crush Rahim IChan, and he has confidentially 
jeated to me his plin of campaign. He proposes to send Ijlal-ul-Mulk 3s 
‘or to Ahar with a foree under Bagher Khan. If Rahim Khan refuses to submit, 
Enttar, after carrying out his mission of disarming the population at Ardebil, is to 
march on Ahar from the east, Help is also expected trom Zergham, a powerlul 

aoe tha Statotane; one tribs of whom has already sete is pu thin 
to Sattar, who is now forming a camp outside Ardebil. No doubt Rahim Khan, aware 
of his danger, hopes to secure soine sort of Russian protection. 

M. Belaieif was shown by hunt at’ Ahar eaxpets purporting to be those 
robbeil tiom Messrs, Castelli (See Mn, Wratislaw's despatch No. 1 of the 5th January, 
last). 
































Te is to be feared that the action of the Russians will have unfortunate results’ for 
the inhabitants of Abar, from whom Rahim Khan will probably extort the equivalent of 
what he was forced to pay to the Russians. 

‘The detachment of Russian troops sent to Sara proceoded as fara Ardebil and 
escorted back to ‘Tabre ‘van of pivce-goods, which had been held up for a 
Tong time owing to the i 

The Meshapar detachment hi 
who had been pillaging the vi 
According to the Russian account, the soldie 

illage whore Ali Khan had his quarters. ‘They returned 

‘and tyvo followers of Ali Khan, besides: wound 
otailed account to the governor-ge: 
le an unprovoked attack on him. Shortly afterwards, Ali Khan 
ratlier my: died, according to the Russian ecount, from apoplexy ; according to 
the Persians, froma wound received in the encounter, ‘The local authorities ate pressing 
for an enquity, and demand that « representative of the Russian consulate-yeneral be 
sent witha mamour of the Karguzari to make an investigation on the spot, -M. Miller 
has reluctantly: agreed to send a representati tary of the consulate 
general arrives, As the titulaire of the post is not returning to ‘Tabreey, and his 
Ficovssor ix not likely to be appointed for long time, the enquiry may be deferred to the 
Greek calends. 

Ttis difficult to believe that the object 
or accomplished. Possibly it was intended 
whose brugandage bas been very active this ye i thought 
that a show of military force among the turbulent tribesmen of those parts would 
increase their respect for Russia and discourage them from their aggressive tactics on 


the frontier. 
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conceal from him my disapproval of the expedition, and expressed the earnest hope that 
Russian troops would not be used for such purposes in future. 
Thave, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 





[39196] No. 58. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


Tehran, October 1, 1909. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 424 of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that T haye now received a copy of Major Cox's despatch No. 7, Commercial, of 
the 18th July last, and I transmit to you herewith copy of a note which Ihave addressed 
to the Persian Government on the subject of the insecurity of the southern roads 
and the levy of illegal exactions by the tribesmen, especially on the Bushire-Shiraz 
route, : 

T spoke to Sardar Assad, Minister of the Interior, the other day in the s 
this note, and he told me he was engaged in preparing & scheme of road guards 
he felt confident would restore order on the roads. He promised to acquaint me in due 
course with the details. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 


Enclosure in No. 58. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sardar Assad. 


Excellency, Gulatek, 

BY order of His Majosty’s Principal Secretary of State for 
the honour to draw the serious attention of the Persian Government to the deplorable 
condition of the trade routes in South ia 
Bushire and Shiraz, ‘Vhis latter route has been lately almost entirely closed to 

wing to disturbances, robberies, and illegal exactions. A reference to tho 

toms statisties of the first five months of the current year will show what 
disastrous results this state of things has had for the Persian treastiry, but Lam prin 
pally concerned now with it British interests, and it is my duty to impress on 
the Persian Government that the losses incurred by British commerce owing to the 
failuro of the Persian Government to maintain order on the roads in the south are a 
matter of grave concern to His Majesty's Government, 1 am to urge upon you the 
nocessity of taking the necessary steps to render these routes secure, and in particular 
Tam to insist on the suppression of the illegal 18 on the roads in accordance 
with a 1 of tho Anglo-Persian commercial convention of 1903. 

Apart from the robberies to which goods are subjected when passing along the 
Shiraz-Bushiro route, the accompanying statement of illegal dues* levied between 
Bushire and Kazerun will show your Excellency that they amount, over a distance of 
uo more than 100 miles, toa suim of 15 krans per mule loud, or over 100 krans per 
ton. 1am to insist on the removal of this heavy and illegal burden from which British 
trade is the chief sufferer, without delay. 

Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 





[39197] No, 
Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


(No. 18). Confidential.) 
Si Tehran, October 4, 1909. 

I HAVE received from Lieutenant Ranking the translation, copy of which T have 
the honour to enclose h fa secret agreement signed by the chiefs of the 
Bakhtiari families at M in April last and ratified by them in June at Dastena. 


* List of rahdari charges (enclosed in Major Cox's No. 7, Commercial, July 18. 19 B Grey). 
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This document, the original of which Mt. Ranking ns eten is suitably patriot 
in its professions for the liberation of Persia, but leaves little doubt of the’ narrower, 
thouzh no less fervent, aspirations of the khans for the greater glory of their tribes. 

Tt cannot be said that, so far, circumstances have allowed of a thorough application 
of the terms of the agreement ; but, nevertheless, the agreement is interesting as a 
record of the calculations of the khans at a time when the success of their enterprise 


was in doubt. 
Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY. 


Tnelosure in No. 59. 


Agreement between Haji Ali Khan and the family of Hussein Kuli Khan and the 
‘family of Imam Kuli Khan, Signed at Malamir on the Wth Rabbi-ul-Awial, 1827 
(April 8, 1909). 


(Translation,) 

Preanble—his agreement is made between the Samsam-es-Sultanch Sardar-os- 
Zafar, aud Salar Heshmet on the one hand, and the Sardar Mubtesham and Silar 
Ashraf on the other, with a view to promoting the national movement, strengthening 
the constitutional cause, and promoting good feeling between the above-mentioned 
families in accordance with the undermentioned conditions, 

Clause 1.—The Zerggham-es-Sultanch shall inno way whatsoever have any active 
yin tocoluis|6f tho. two! aye suontioned fallen Ho shall nee aoipecn aaj 
this agreement, and shall have no part in the partnership or rapprochement which exists 
between us (the undersigned) ; and, moreover, shall have nothing to say to either of 
the above-mentioned two fumilies. 

Clause 2.—Whatever distinctions or benefits may bo obtained by us from either 


the “ Daulat” or the Millat” shall be divided equally between the above-mentioned 


chiefs. 
Clause 3.—Whatever income is obtained from the Bakhtiaris or the Chahar Mahal 


hin the purv 
Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, and of 

Clause » 
from Ispahan shall, after the deduction of necessary expenses and daily allowance of 
sowars, and after these ses are agreed upon as being correct by the members of 
both families, be equally divided between th . 

Clause 5.—AMl. guns, stores, and everything else which have been extracted from 
the store and taken from sarbaz led equally between both familiew 
or returned to store, 

Clause 6,—Whatever the family of Hussein Kuli Khan may have obtained from 
the Tkbal-ed-Dowleh, the Shall give a true and detailed account of the sume, 
and shall give a hall jar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, 

Clause 7.-—[f any one, whoever it may be, great orsinall, shall rebel against authority 
or turn“ "the Sardar Assad and Salar Ashraf shall go into the matter and 
inflict punishinent, further, all the other (chiefs) shall aecept their decision, and have ne 
right to in any way shield ‘the offender, 

Clause 8.—If the constitutional Government is established, and the members of the 
Hussein Kuli Khan family obtain any Government posts, farther if the suid new 
Government shall wish to remove the Serdar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf from 

ion of the Bakhtiaris and the Chabar Mahal, and should wish to yive the 
said administration to the members of one family, having dispossessed the other, those 
in office shall not accept, except on the condition that the sid administration is equally 
divided. 

Clause 9.—If the Samsam-esSultaneh and the Surdar-uz-Suffar, as in years past, 
try to oppress or behave ina manner hostile to the Sardar Muhteshim and the 
Ashraf, I, Haji Ali Kuli Khan and family, swear that we will not allow it, and as long 
as we are alive will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf, 

Clause 10.—The horses, rifles, &., of any of the Amir Mufikham or the Salar-i- 
Jang’s dependents who may return to the Bukhtiari country shall be the property of 
the Sardar Muhtesham. 
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All the above clauses, which we have caused to be written in the back of the 
Koran, and which are signed by the Uluma, we, the undersigned, will keep and as long 
‘as we are alive we will work together for the advancement of the national cause till we 
obtain our object. 


th Rabbi-ul-Awwal, 1827 (April 3, 1909). 


© (In Haji Ali Kuli Khan's writing) -— 

T call God to witness and swear by the Koran that as long as I have life I 
will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf, and will not break any of the 
above clauses, 

ALI KULL 

1th Rabbieul-Aowat, 1827 (April 8, 1909). 


Subsidiary Agreement. 


I, Sardar Bahadur, acting on behalf of Haji Ali Kuli Khan and his brothers, do 
swear that the former agreement is still in force. 

‘As the Sardar Muhtesham, on account of his illness and other causes, was not 
able to come to Haji Ali Kuli Khan, and being afraid that the latter might think 
iat ale tage ets) aii Gl Bane ell eta) Haas ara, Cot oatry 
out his promise, 

Haji Ali Kuli Khon and his brothers do swear that as long as they are alive 
they will assist the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf, and that if any of Haji 

ii Kuli's family, or even Kusto Khan, should try to act in contravention of these 
agreements, Hafi Ali Kuli Khan and his brothers do swear that they will not allow 
thom to do so, and will not go back on their promise to assist the Sardar Muhtesham 
andthe Sardar Ashraf; that they will pluce their lives and property at their service, 
and that whatever Haji Khan isks for himself he will ask for them also, and will abide 
by. the conditions of the former agreement, and will without. the slightest reserve 
assist the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf, and will spend his life and property in 
the advancement of the national eause. : 


iy 
@ with these agreements Haji Khan is prey to resist them for the 
protection of the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf and (the furtherance) of 


the constitutional cause, Tfanybody shall break these agreements let him be ruined 
for over, God willing, Haji Khan’is ready to assist the Sardar Mubtesham and 
the Salar Ashraf and the constitutional cause, moreover even if any of these 
with the ‘Tehran, Kasha Hed, this agreement shall yet hold 
ood, 


Gth Janadi-us-Sani, 


(In the Sardar Bahadur’s writing) :-— 


As long as Tam alive [will serve the Sardar Mubtesham and Salar Ashraf, and 
swear on the Koran that I will treat the Sardar Muhtesham and the Salar Ashraf as [ 
woul my father, and will, to the best of my power, work for the advancement of the 
constitution, 
Death or Freedom!” 
JAFFAR KULL 


's writing) 
wasala'am ala min itabba allal Huda.” 


This agreement hag been written by the consent of ll, and we trust that it 
may be the means of inerensing the honour and greatness of the Bakhti 
for their eredit and good name, May God, the Prophet, an 
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Tmams bless them, and may this agreement be enduring for all time and conducive to 
the good of the world. 
ASKAR. 


ABDUHURAJI NURULLAH IBN MUHD BAKIR, 
ith Jamadi-us-Sani, 1327. 


Haji Khan is responsible that the conditions of the Malamir Treaty are duly 
carried out. 
(Above repeated from “Haji” to “out.” 


(Sealed) JAFFAR KULI. 
KHUSRO KHAN. 
ALI KULI KHAN, 
NEJAF KULI KHAN, 


(In the Sameam’s handwriting) — 
The former, together with this agreement, shall in no way be broken, and 
every oath taken with regard to the Sardar Muhtesham and Salar Ashraf is correct, and 
T agree, 
(Sealed) NEJAF KULI. 





[39198] No, 60, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 186.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, October 7, 1009. 
DURING the past four wooks the working of the Government has undergone 
some changes. In my telegram No. 728 of the 13th September I reported the 
issoluti “Directoite.” It was given out at the timo that Mohammed Ali's 
«i so far cleared the situation, that there was no further neod 
a committee for superintending the proceedings of the Cabinet, 
and henceforward the latter was to act independently, and the body hitherto known a8 
enlarged by the addition of a number of new membors, was to 
exercise y func ‘Phere now seems little doubt that the change was 
due to the diff “Directoire” had found in controlling the two leading 
Ministers, Sipahda lar Assad. It wished to dissociate itsolf from the pro= 
ceedings of the: y in the matter of money, which Sipahdar in particular 
was suspected of misappropriating, in order probably to have a freer hand to call them 
to account when the Medjliss me 
‘or a time after the “ Directoire”” ceased to exist, its most prominent members, such 
as Taki Zade and Hussein Kuli Khan, held themselves entirely aloof from the Govern- 
ment, and the Cabinet was left to itself. ‘This arrangement did not answer, as the 
Ministers, deprived of the support of the men who will doubtless form the most 
influential section of the Medjliss, found their responsibilities too great, and they soon 
set to work to urge these men to abandon this attitude of aloofness. This they have 
succeeded in doing only to a certain extent, for though many of the members of the 
“Directoire” now attend the meetings of the Cabinet, I understand that the more 
important ones do so half-heartedly, and it is evident that the Cabinet no longer has 
such backing from them as enabled it some four weeks ago to nndertake the serious 
responsibilities involved by some of the conditions they agreed to in the arrangement 
concluded with the two legations for Mohammad Ali's departure, As instances of this 
reluctance to involve themselves in responsibilities which might prove disagreeable 
when the Medjliss meets, may be mentioned. their failure so far to give effect to their 
decision to reinstate M. Smirnow, and to renew Dr. Sadowski’s appointment, and their 
Teesitation to conclude the transaction for the pawning of some of the State jewels, 
(1684) M 
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both of which measures they feel would provoke criticism from the Medjliss, I 
believe, indeed, that the proposal to pledge the jewels has now been abandoned. As 
rogards M. Smirnow and Dr. Sadowski, M. Poklewski has been assured that the matter 
will be satisfactorily settled, but M, Smimow, who had been expressly told by the 
Rodent that his services were no longer required, has received no invitation to resume 
his duties, and Dr, Sadowski’s appointment has not been, like Dr. Lindley’s, renewed 
by the new Shah. 

But for all that the Cabinet does not now enjoy the full support of the leading 
nationalists, Tsee no reason to think that for the moment any attempt will be made 
to upset it. Tholieve that though there is every intention of replacing it bya Ministry 
of a more advanced character when the Medjliss meets, until then the prominent 
nationalists wish it to continue in office, 

Quite recently its position has been strengthened, as far as appearances go, by the 
appointment of a Prime Minister and a Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
wore I 

appointed 
Sipahdar’s appoint- 
ment is looked upon in some quarters as a victory over the members of the ‘Directoire,” 
due to the latter's fear of the men who marched with Sipahdar to Tehran, but 1 doubt 
the correctness of th Tt is more than doubtful whether much sympathy exists 
between him and the Mujah-ed-Din, At the time these were threat 
generally regarded as a reluctant figurehead, and his men are probably 
sympathy with the advanced nationalists than with their former leader, At any rate, 
ince his elevation to his present office, there has been no indication that he feels he 
‘owos his position to any military backing. Probably the leading nationalists do not 
mind how the posts in the Cabinet aro distributed, so long as it can tide over the time 
Hi ACC erineata 

Since tho message of the Minister of Finance to the two legations through M. Bizot, 
roportod in my telegram No. 730 of the 17th September, I have received no hint that 
the Government is about to apply to us for money. As you are aware, the Zil-es-Sultan 
has paid up 100,000 tomans, and this and other smaller contributions of a like kind, 
with what thoy can got from moro regular sources, of which perhaps the mint is the 
most productive, should enable the Government to carry on in the present hand-to- 
mouth fashion until the Modjliss meets. ‘The elected deputies present in ‘Tehran 
number, Tam told, some for n or so short of a quorum 

“rom the provinces during the past four weeks the news has been, apart from 
the chronic disorder on the southern roads, relatively good, No further disturbances 
haye been reported from the Sultanabad. or Kerman districts, which were mentioned 
ast month as the principal seats of disorder, ‘Troops have been sent to the former 
district, and Kawam-ul-Mulk has arrived at Kerman as the new governor. ‘The 
Korman district has long been suffering from want of a governor, and Kawameul- 
Mulk’s arrival seeins to have resulted in some improvement. ‘The road to Yezd is 
reported clear of robbers as fa Sardar Janj, a Bakhtiari khan, the 
new governor of Yezi, is expected shortly at his post with 400 of his tribesmen. It 
is hoped that these will restore order on the Yezd-Ispahan route. In Azerbaijan 
T hear from Mr. Acting Consul-General Smart nothing but good of Mukhiber-es- 
Saltanch, who seems to be acting with firmness and tact. His task will be easier when 
the Russian Goverument act on the recommendation of their Minister in Tehran, and 
withdray @ substantial portion of their troops,in the neighbourhood of Tabreez, I 
also hear gooil reports of the new governor of Fars, Saham-ed-Dowleh, He gives 
promise of governing with a firm hand. 

Dixquicting news comes from the Lingah district, where Soyyid Hussein Lari is 
said to have taken Bastok, and to be threatening the port of Lingah, I have pressed 
the Government to take measures for the repression of the Seyyid and his following. 
Thayo no particulars as to the motives of this troubles ‘on, and the Government 
itself doos not seem clear as to his purpose, but there s doubt in the minds of 
our consular ollicers in the Gulf that permanent tranquillity in the south is impossible 
while ho is at liberty. ortunately the Government are taking measures against him. 
Troops have been sent by the governor of the Gulf ports to protect Lingah, and Sardar 
Assail tells mo that the Government ‘are confident of being able to bring him under 
control. 

Except for the proceedings of Seyyid Hussein Lari, no disturbances of any moment 
have heon reported to the legation, indeed, I may say that during the last few weeks 
there has been a very remarkable falling off in the number of telegrams from His 
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Majesty’s consulates in Persia, and I am inclined to think that, with the important 


exception of the southern roads, the general state of the country is less bad than at any 
time since my arrival in Persia, 
Thaye, 


. BARCLAY, 





(89200) No. 61. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 
(No. 188.) 
ir, % Tehran, October 8, 1909, 
I HAVE the hononr to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the last four weeks. 
Thaye, &e, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Tnclosure in No. 61, 


No. 10.—Monthly Summary of Persian Boents, 


Tehran, 


AT the end of September Sipabdar, the Minister for War, became President of the 
Council of Ministers, and Ala-es-Sultanch was appointed Minister for Foreign Affnirs, 

2, M. Poklewski-Koziell arrived at Tehran on the 23rd Septembor, and presented 

credentials to Sultan Ahmed Shah and the Regent a few days later, "His Hxcellenoy 
made the usual speech, assuring His Majesty of his intention to maintain and strengthen 
the traditional good relations between Russia and Persia, 

8. Mohammed Ali Mirza, the ex-Shah, left Enzeli for Russia on the 29th 
September, 

4 Tentative proposals have been made to the Imperial Bank by the Persian 
Government with the object of mortgaging some of the Crown jewels, but nothin 
definite has as yet resulted. In the meantime the Government. have obtained funds b 
he old-fashioned method of extracting contributions frum wealthy persons, ‘The 
es Sultan was forced to pay 20,0001. before being allowed to leave Resht,  Nizame 
es-Sultaneh, Saad-ul-Mulk, and Muin-es-Sultan have eich paid 3,000/.,and Ainsed-Dowloh 
is paying about 
é 1 signed office as Minister of Justice early in October, but 
his successor has not yet been nominated, 

6. Order contitnies to be well maintained at Tehran by the police administration 
under M. Yepr 

7. Ivis said that only about 400 Bakhtiaris remain at ‘Tehran out of the original 

force of some 4,000 men. ‘Tho remainder bave gradually returned to theit own country, 
‘Those at ‘Tehran appear to be well under eontrol : 
. 8. A certain amount of dissatistiction is felt by the general publie at the manner 
in which the Government is being conducted, and it is even suggested that. Sipahdar 
and Sardar Assad are bent on making money for themselves, ‘The press has taken the 
matter up, and has lately severely criticised these two leaders, for Which on paper was 
recently suppressed, 

9. The former “ Direotoire,” composed of the Tehran deputies for the National 
Assembly, continues to meet and to discuss affiirs of public interest, but thelr influence 
has heen greatly diminished. Elections continue’ to be held in the provinces, and it is 
hoped that the necessury quorum of sixty-one members will have assembled at Tehran, 
by the 1ath October in order that Parliament should assemble, 

10. The Turkish Ambassador, Hussein Hassib Bey (not. Ghalib Bey, as. stated in 
the last summary), is showing considerable activity in advancing Pan-Islamio ideas, 

11. Reports received from Bagdad show that the clergy of Kerbola and Nejef 
continue to take a great interest in Persian affairs, and propose to select four of their 
number to represent them in Parliament at Tehran, though it seemed improbable that 
the scheme will be carried out, as there is no unanimity among the ulema, 

G. P, CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary, 
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Tabrees. 


1, The general situation in Azerbaijan forms the subject of a separate despatch, 
‘The Russian Minister at ‘Tehran informed Sir G. Barclay early in October that he 
had advised his Government to make a considerable reduction in the number of Russian 
troops in Azerbaijan. : 

7h. Inthe tniddle of September Sattar Khan was dispatched to Ardebil to restore 
oriler, His arrival there has had a good efest, and the country round Ardebil is reported 
quiet, 


Resht, 


1, The ex-Shah arrived at Resl:t, on his way to Russia, on the 27th September. 
He reached Enzeli next day, and lett for Petrovsk on the 30th. ‘ 

2, On the 30th September His Majesty's vice-consul learnt that Hussein Khan, 
Kasmai, who, with twenty-five Lesghis, was in charge of Zil-es-Sultan, intended to 
molest the latter, and should he refuse to pay in cash the 60,000/. demanded by the 
Government to remove him to Rahmatabad. 

On the L6th 


governor-general that 
s-Sultan, and that this 


would not be molested, 

On the 25th Mi, Hart was allowed to. see Zi 
request, Mr, Rabino went with him for th 
20,0000, was handed over in cash to the gov who ga fF 
receipt countersigned by Hussein Khan, Sultan was in good spirits, 
but complained that the night before one of his guards had threatened to throw a 
Lomb at him, that it wis intended to remove him to Rabmatabad, that his 
wore kept away from him, that his guards sat down and partook of his food wi 
spat about the phice, and. at night sat, outside his room drinking spirits When he 
asked them to. make less noise they replied, “If you cannot sleep—well, don't sleep,” 
He also complained that Kerim Khan had spoken to him and of him in abusive terms, 
Although left alone with Mr, Rabino this was all Zilees-Sultan complained of, and 
My L 


Mr, Hurt, through the chief manager of the Imperial Bank at Tehran, most alarming 
reports, which went so fir as to siy that if something were not done soon, not onl 
Zil-es-Sultan’s life, but Mr, Hart's also, would be in danger. Mr, Rabino’s 

no way confirm these statements, Mr. Rabino reports that Kerin u 
towards Zil-es-Sultan is universally condemned, and that Hussein Khan, Kasmai, 
withdrew from the command of his guard on the 22nd when he saw the attitude which 
Keritn Khan was taking up, He appears to have treated Zi an Wi ity 
throughout. In reply to representations, His Majesty’s Minister received assurances 
hat stretondene ad. Unen given to trent Zi-ee-Suhn with honour and. respect. 
Zil-es-Sultan left Resht on the 26th September, and was aesompanied to Enzeli by 
Mn, Hast, He stated that he would travel to London by Baku, and wonld go later on 
to the Riviera, He expressed his intention of returning’ to Persia next spring. 
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8. M, Poklewski-Koziell arrived on the 21st September, and left next day for 
‘Tebran. 

4. Saad-ed-Dowleh and the Imam Juma of Tehran, two of the persons ordered 
into exile by the new Government, have been detained at Resht on their way to 
Europe until they have appointed agents at Tehran to settle any claims the Government 
tray levees ae 

5. Daring the past month two nationalist soldiers, convicted of murder, were 
hanged in front of the governor's house, 


Zinjan, 


During the past month the situation here has caused some anxiety. Influenced 
by a prominent mullah, Kurban Ali, the people refused for some time to accept, the 
governor appointed by the Government. Tt appeared at one time that troops might 
have to be sent, but’ the latest news is to the effect that the people have made their 


submission, and that the governor, Moin-ed-Dowleh, who is now on his way to his post, 
Tilt peneably iene 


Meshed. 


1, The information given below has reached His Majesty's consul-general from 
various independent sources, and he believes it to be substantially correct, 

Darra Gaz.—Mansur-vl-Mulk has been asked to pay 1201, for the support of the 
Russian Consulate. He declines to pay more than 802,, but the deal is still on, 

Russian Protection—Muntasir-ul-Mulk, a rich land-owner, has been asked to pay 
1,001. for the right of receiving Russian protection, He begged for British protection, 
but being told that this was out of the question, he is bargaining with the Russian 

and has offered 6000, Shaukated-Dowleh also made an appeal to Major 

protection, | He is now dealing with Prince Dabia, 

{ussein Agha has given Prince Dabija forage and fuel for a year in return for 
his hoisting the Russian flag over his house, his is in addition to ‘the sums already 
paid for support in the Fariman filibustering expedition, 

2, According to the governor-general, the state of things in Khorassan appeared 
to be growing steadily worse, The Assembly and the priests both seemed to bo 

ed-Dowleh, and the former telegraphed to Tehran asking for his 
dismissal. ‘This request is believed to be the result of an intrigue by cortain persons 
who wished to get Ain-ed-Dowleh appointed governor-general, ‘The Minister of the 
Tnterior conversed by telegraph with the Assembly, He demanded 20,0001, in four 
days. It was agreed that the money should be paid in four months, Major Sykes 
thinks it unlikely that the money will be collected. One of the leading priests, 
Fil, was shot dead: towards the end of August: His death was said’ ta: have, been 
ordered hy a secret society in Resht. In Darra Gaz one Mirza Baba has been looting 
and torturing, and, according to Prince Dabija, 1,000 families have fled across the 
border into Transcaspia. A body of Lashani tobbers has been raiding villages near 
‘Tabbas. Generally speaking, Major Sykes finds little reason for encouragement in the 
present situation. 

8. Major Kennion, Captain Daukes, and Captain Gray urrived on the rd 
September, The two former left for Astrabad on the 6th. Major O'Connor left on the 
16th for Birjand, 

4. The elections for the National Assembly were completed by the 12th September, 
and the members are on their way to ‘Tehran, 


Turbat-i-Haidari, 


1. On the 1st September four Russian Cossacks arrived from Kerman on their way 
to Russi 

2. The report of the death of Assadullah hus proved to be correct.  Shuja-ule 
Mulk took Zawa on the 17th August, and Assadullzh wus killed in the course 
the fighting. Shuja-ul-Mull then returned to ‘Turbat and assumed the government, 
but as Mustafa Mirza was appointed governor he left for Karez. Sipahdar telegraphed 
from Tehran congratulating him on his success, and instructing him to arrest Salat Khan, 
He replied that the late expedition had cost him 8001, of which he had not, been repaid 
penny, and that until he was paid he could not undertake another expedition, He is, 
moreover, an old friend of Salar Khan, and is unwilling to move agaiust him, 
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8, Tabbas had for some months been the head-quarters of a gang of robbers, who 
have plundered many caravans, A force was dispatched against them from Turbat 
early in September, 


Seistan, 


‘The situation is normal. ‘The local assembly meets three times a-week, but 
Appears to transact but little business. 


Ispahan, 





1, The interest in the elections for the National Assembly appears to have died 
away rapidly, and a comparatively small number of voters eventually gave in. their 
votes, ‘The final choice from among those elected at the first election has yet to 
be made, 

2, Lieutenant Ranking, His Majesty's consul at Ab: 
Ostobor. He was accompanied by Mr. Worrall, consular a 
who are on their way to Bushire. 

8, Though the post had been robbed on one or two occasions, the general state of 
the roads appears to have improved, and no robberies have been reported to His 
Majesty's eonsul-general, Several European travellers have reached Tspaban without 
incident. 






left for Abwaz on the 4th 
istant, and Mrs, Worrall, 













Kashan. 


A son of ono Naib Hussain, a notorious bad character, recently seized and 
carried off to the hills part of the Government arms and ammunition, A party of 
Bakhtiaris has been sent in pursuit of him, 









Yead, 





‘Tho town has remained quiet and the elections for the provincial assembly 
have been completed, though attempts were made to delay them by the cireulation of 
bascloss reports of n reactionary nature, as, for instance, that Muhammad Ali had 
eon roplaced on the throne by the Russians, A large number of robberies on various 
roads is reported, and the postal sorvico is most irregular. Kawam-ul-Mulk reached 
‘Youd carly in September, aud after a halt of a few days left for Kerman, His presence 
hhad « good offct on the local robbers, but his followers are said to have been guilty of 
toveru ta of oppression, ‘The have of RawamculAatulk tomers eee has for 
the moment opened that road, ‘The Parse the villages round Ye 
continue to be ill-treated. “A number of them took refuge in His Majeaty’s viec- 
consulate early in October, but all but. six have now fe In one week alone 
Seventy-one Parsees—men, women, and children—Ieft. the neighbourhood of Yezd for 
India Vid Bushire, Fearful of being detained at that port, they requested 
Majesty's acting vieo-consul to prevent their being molested en route, ‘The ta 
appear to be the worst. oppressors of the Parsee community. * His Majesty's Minister 
has made strong representations to the Minister of the r both. on:the subject 
of the general disorder around Yezd snd on that of the ¢ 
Parsees, In reply he was informed that § Jung ( 
was now ab Ispahan, and would proceed to Youd very short 
maintain order, 

















i), the new governor, 
ly with a force sulficient to 










Kermanshah, 







1. At the ond of August the Ahmedawand Chelaby tribe, who had been driven 
away from Suleimanich by the Turkish authorities, as being a robbes tribe, wate te 
His Majesty’s consul from Knsr-i-Shirin asking for British mediation with the Turks 
80 that they might return to. their country or for British protection. Mr. McDouall 

ted this to His Majesty's Minister, and was told in reply that His Majesty's 
Minister could neither give them protection nor mediate for them. 

2, M. Pugin, agent for German indigo, passed through Kermanshah on his way to 
Bagdad in the middle of September, He stated that he had obtained orders amounting 
to 1,404. in Hamadan, 

3. On the 7th September the 
foree, and. being jolued. by 
‘The opposite party assembl 





























a entered the town with a 
in commanding. positions. 
The baziars were closed. 
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i-Raya himself was outside the town with @ fores, and had the support of the 
majority of the tribes. ‘The Minister of the Interior summoned Zahit-ul-Mulk and his 
sons and Moin-i-Raya to Tehran. They disregarded the summons, but became recone 
ciled a few days later, ‘Tho danger of disturbances in for the menonb averted the 
town itself is quiet, and a system of police is being organised. Outside the town there 
ia alll much insecurity, and the governor bas not the power to enfors hi owe onl 
A large pilgrim carwan was looted outside the town, the victims including Alphan, 
‘Turkish, and Russian subjects, It is reported that the goods have been recovered, but 
the report lacks confirmation, 





Kerman. 


The town has remained quiet. Kawam-ul-Mulk arrived on the 28th September, 
accompanied by a foree, and took up the appoiutment of governor-general, ‘The Fare 
robbers, who had been plundering near Kerman, appear to have retired before he 
arrived. The Narmashir district has been the seene of several robberies, A caravan 
travelling from Kerman to Bam was robbed of merchandise to the value of 1.2001, on 
the 29rd September within 90 miles of Kerman, Kawam-ul-Mulk’s arrival appeara to 
have had a good eflect on the general condition of the distriot, 








Shiraz. 


1, The town has remained quiet, though in the immediate neighbourhood several 
robberies have taken place. Saham-ed-Dowleh, the new governor-goncral, was visited 
by Soulat-ed-Dowleh at Abadoh, whence he travelled by the main road, which, until his 
arrival, had been practically. closed by robbers, escorted by Arab horsemen sent by. 
Nasr-ed-Dowleh. Ho arrived at Shiruz early in’ September, and at one issued orders 
for the elections for the National Assembly to be held as soon as possible He has also 
turned his attention to the conditions of” the roads, and has dispatched forces to open 
them up. At the time of his arrival the Arabs appeared to be quite out of hand, and. 
the roads were quite unsafe, excepting only the Sarhad route to Ispahan, which Soulate 
ed-Dowleh was keeping open. Yezdikhast, on the main Ispahan road, was towards the 
end of September surrounded and besieged by a large number of robbers, but it appears 
to have held its own, The main Bushire road has also been disturbed, and caravans 
are using the Firuzabad route, 

2, His Majesty's consul reported on the 24th September that under proasure from 
the local Foreign Office agent, Nasr-ed-Dovwleh had resigned the post of Russian 
consular agent, und that his resignation had been accepted. 












Pxrsian Guiry. 
Bushire. 


1, The governor-general received instructions during September from the Minister of 
the Interior to move against Seyyid Abdul Hussein Lari ; continues to disturb the 

ce of Lar and the Gulf districts, Darya Beggi remained inactive, demanding monoy 

fore he would move against the Seyyid, but the latter having taken Bustal, and 
Lingah being threatened by him, the “ Persepolos” was dispatched with troops from. 
Bushire at tho beginning of October to Lingeh, It geems clear that the Soyyid is a 
freebooter, as he pays no attention to either the Central Government or the chief 
priests at Kerbela. From both these quarters he has been urged to cease. from 
disturbing the peace of the country. His Majesty's Minister has communicated the 
Seyyid's actions, as reported by consular officers to the Persian Government, and 
has warned them that they will’bo held responsible for any loss inourred by British 
subjects, 

2. The local assembly has continued to meet, but, excepting that it incurred a 
rebuke from Tehran for interfering in the case of a Dutch employé of the Customs 
Department, its proceedings have been of no special interest 

3. A report having reached Bushire that, Seyyid Murtoza Ahremi would soon be 
allowed to leave Nejef for Bushire, Seyyid Assadullah, at the oauedt of thn 


Bovernor-general and the local assembly, wrote to Nejet deprecating his being allowed 
to return. 
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Moharmerah. 


peikh has been somewhat annoyed by demands from the Central Govern- 
Pay Hee ‘of revenue, and also by a telegram from the Minister of the 
Interior regarding the sheikt’s nephew, Hanzal, who is in custody on well-found 
suppicion of treacherous desizns, aud whom Sardar Assad says the sheikh should either 
exile or reinstate, ‘The sheikh objects to being lectured by his allies, the Bakhtiaris, 
on bin private afr and, a to revenue he points out that eearealy any other governor 
enue for last year, much lese for this years ne 
ae ere Gocuan fen of Wosckhata and Cx aro making Motammerah their oil 
dopbt for Bussorah and the Bagdad trade, in order to avoid the very heavy. storage 
charges levied by the Turkish Customs. They aro importing no less than 142,500 cases 
of Hume ofl, to be kept in bond in Mobammiemh and sold in Busorah, as required 
the buyer to take delivery at Mobammnerah.” is Majesty's consol has been, malin 
confidential enquiries regarding the commercial relations existing between Haji Rais 
and Wénckhaus and Co, He has reason to believe that Haji Rais is secretly assisting 
ee eeiding private information the Imperial Bank of Persia will open a branch 


in Mohammerah in December next. ROR ER Beluaty atone 




















(39201) No. 62, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 
(es 189.) 
in, 


“THAVE the honour to transm 
Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabro 
on the activity of the new vali of V ; a 
dob, who have lately beon visiting Urumia and the neighbouring distric ser 

T vonturo to draw your attention to the avowed object of the vali’s visit to Urumia, 
and tho probability indicated by Mx. Smart that the Persian Go nt when they 
fre again in a position to take up the frontier question, will find themselves confronted 
th tho fuit accompli of a Turkish province extending over the frontier regions which 


Tehran, October 8, 1909, 

i to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
, reporting on recent events at Urumia, and 
and Niazi Bey, an employé of the Ottoman 
























wore under Persian administration a few years ago. eee 
T have read the passage indicated’ in the preceding paragraph to my Russian 
colleague. 


Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 


iy et! ‘Tabreez, September 15, 1909. 
 WIPIT reference to my telegram No, 186 I have the honour to report that on the 





adi Kurds, came to the Russian vce: 
rte pate i pean ue 
consulate at Urimnia, bringing with him several Cossack horses, which had been capt 
by the Kunis during tho altray at Mar Sergis. He offered full apologies for, the 
Incident, and promised to restrain his men from troubling Christan villages. Mr. Boris 
Miller aécopted his excuses, agreed to consider the incident as closed, and sent him 
ayeay with a present. F 

“[slthough it is fortunate that the incident has been thus closed without fu 
complications, vot, tho effects of Mr. Boris Mill's unwise use of Russian troops are 
very regrettable, ‘The fact remains that Russian soldiers were worsted by Kurds, who 


lst August Badr Khan Beg, chief of the Bs 











































have r «no punishment for their teme: tee utter 
of the T) sters of the Uru i y to become less 
aggressive incident, However, the arrival of fifty Russian soldiers to 





umbers over 100 men, and the uncertainty 
probably have a deterring influence on the 
jon, informs me that the general impression 
nforcement is intended for an expedition 


reinforce the consular guard, which now 
as to the intenti 
Kn 
among tl 
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against the Kurds, and he adds that the wild talk of the Russian officers does not tend 
t combat this impression. However, Mr. Preobajenski, who. has just replaced 
Mr. Boris Miller at Urumia, while on his way through Urumia, assured me that offensive 
operations would not be indulged in. My Russian colleague has also given me similar 
assurances. ‘The Russian pretention to protect all orthodox Christians at Urumia often 
involves them in difficulties, but it is to be hoped that they will make no rash attempts 
against the Kurds, which might lead to serious complications with the Turks. ‘The 
‘Turkish consul-general, here expressed to me very freely his apprehensions regarding 
the dispatch of Russian reinforcements to Urumia, and generally regarding Russian. 
intentions on the Turco-Persian frontier, 

‘The Turks, contrary to expectations, have not as yet availed themselves of the 
incident to make a forward movement. ‘The new vali of Van, and a certain Niazi 
Bey, an employé of the Ottoman debt, have lately been visiting Uramia and the noigh- 
bouring districts, Niazi Bey’s object was to study the question of the supply of salt 
for the Turkish frontier provinces h has always been a difficulty. He proposes 
to establish, as an Ottoman debt enterprise, depdts on the frontier to collect largo 
supplies of salt from the Lake of Urum 

‘The vali, who was delightfully frank about his objects, ammounced that he was 
making a tour to arrange the administration of the regions between the vilayet of Van. 
and “the new fron Ho said that he had recommended to the Porte that these 
rogions should be endowed with a soparate administration depending directly. on 
Constantinople. He hoped that it would thus be easier to control the frontier officials, 
who often acted in a very arbitrary mauner. I am unable to ascertain how far this 
“new frontier” reaches, but presumably it includes Baradost, Mergawar, and Tergavwar, 


































and probably other places beyond the neutral zono. Whon the Persian Government 
aro again in a position to take up the frontier question, they will probably. find 
themselves before the fait accompli of a Turkish layet or kaimakamlik extending over 








the frontier regions which were under Persian administration a fow years tigo. 

‘The main object of these encroachments, avowed openly by the Turks, is of course 
to gain possession of the strategical points, but their encroachmonts, especially. south 
of Urumia, where they were at one time almost on’ the Lake, extend far beyond theso 
strategical points, and lend colour to the general Persian beliof that they wish to 
acquire a port on the Lake for the salt supplies which are so necessary for their 
frontier provine 

Meanwhile, the Urumia district is in 
or troops. _ Muhtashem-es-Sultaneh 
leaving Tabroez for his post, and it 
be prolonged. 




















dangerous state of anarchy without a governor 
nable to procure any money, shows no sign of 
impossible to say how long this situation may 


Thave, &e, 
W. A. SMART, 








(39158) No. 63. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25,) 





(No. 857.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, October 15, 1909, 

T SPOKR to M. Sazonow this afternoon as to the continued prosonce of Russian 
8 at Ka: T told him that it was highly desirable that they should be 
withdrawn, for the following reasons. In the first place, all was. perfectly tranquil at 
‘Tehran, on the Resht-Kazvin road, and, indeed, in all the neighbourhood, In the 
second place, there were indications that a serious fooling oxisted in Persia against 
the continued stay of Russian trovps, and that this feeling would probably shortly 
find outspoken expression, especially when the Assembly met within a fortnight or so 
Tt would then doubtless be more dificult for Russia to withdraw her troops in faco of 
popular agitation than it would be at the present moment, We were exceedingly 
desirous that no anti-Russian agitation should arise and extend in Porsia, and 
begged him to cause steps to be taken to withdraw, or, at any rato, the 
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sond them back again because troubles arose. The Russian Government must be 
consistent, and not have the appearance of not knowing their own minds from one day 
to another, ‘The Russian press would severely attack the Government if they were to 
adopt a shilly-shallying policy. I observed that if I were he I should not pay too 
auch attention to what the press wrote ; and to my mind it was of far more importance 
to secure the sympathy, of the Persians, ‘The tranquillity had not been seriously 
disturbed even before the arrival of the Russian troops, and so it could hardly be 
argued that their presence had heen the cause of the present peaceful situation. If 
after thoir withdrawal serious troubles did arise, and Russia was compelled to send 
back her troops, no one would then be able to blame her. She would have done her 
best, and would have shown to all the world that she wished to fulfil her engagements, 
and if the force of circumstances compelled her to send back her troops, it would be 
clear that no other course was open, M. Sazonow remarked that before the dispatch 
of the troops to Kazvin the road from Resht had been so insecure that merchants 
feared to dispatch goods by it, and there had consequently been so great a loss in the 
receipts that the July coupon could not be paid. He asked if we had any doubts as 
to the sincerity and loyalty of the intentions of Russia. I replied that I was sure that 
my Government had no shadow of mistrust, but I was thinking of the effect produced 
in Persia, and I was much afraid of the consequences of an anti-Russian agitation. 
Moreover, the reactionaries aud other anti-nationalist elements in Tehran might be 
encouraged by the hope that the Russian forces might assist them in their designs 
and aims. 

M, Suzonow said that it would be impossible for him to induce the Cabinet at the 
present moment to withdraw or reduce the troops at Kazvin. He read to me some 
telograms which ho had received from Ardebil, which showed how dangerous a 
situation had suddenly arisen there, T'said that { knew that affairs were in a very 
disturbed condition at Ardebil, but T did not see how this would affect the stay of the 
troops at Kazvin, ‘he fact that.a Russian force was at Kazvin would not and could 
not ameliorate the jon at Ardebil. M. Sazonow said that I had not understood 
his reference to Ardobil, but he would tell me confidentially that some little time back 
tho question had been’ discussed in the Council of Ministers as to whether an 
expedition should not be sent to punish the Shahsevans for not having fulfilled 
cortain obligations they had undertaken on account of the murder of a Russian officer 
and for other misdeeds, He had combated the dispatch of an expedition, and had 
eventually inducod the Cabinet to abandon the idea, on his assurances that all was 
peacoful in the locality, and that $0,000/, worth of Russian merchandise had recently 
passed through there in perfect safety, Ho had argued that an expedition might 
disturb the happily existing peaceful situation, and: the Ministore had eventually 
agreed, on tho faith of his assurances, to abstain from any military measures. Now 
his anticipation had proved entirely at fault, and the situation at Ardebil was about as 
bad! ts it could bo, Hoy could ho-ot this moment go to the Comeil of Ministora and 
ask that they should consent to a withdrawal or reduetion of the troops at Kazvin? 
Tf ho said that all was tranquil there, and that there was no necessity to retain the 
troops, they would reply that there was no security that the quiet would continue, and 
that his forecasts as regards Kazvin would probably be as much at fault as were his 
assurances as to Ardebil. If the Persian Government were a really strong Government 
‘and had forces at their disposal, there would of course be no reason for Russian troops 
to remain in any part of Persia. But, as the Persian Government were clearly 
incapablo of maintaining order, and as thero was no immediate hope of a really settl 
order of things being established, he did not consider that it would be safe for Russia 
to withdraw all her troops. I said that I believed that the Persian Government had 
already dispatched troops to put matters straight at Ardebil. M. Sazonow said that if 
this wore the caso, and if the Persians by themselves were able to restore order at 
Ardebil, it would materially simplify the sittiation, but he must wait to see what really 
happened. He could assure me that as soon as the Russian Government could safely 
withdraw their troops they would do so, but more he could not say at the present 


moment, 
Thave, &. 
‘A. NICOLSON 
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139163] No. 64, 


Sir 4, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 25.) 
Qo. 562,) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, October 19, 1909. 

THAVE the honour to transmit herewith summary of a letter from the “ Novoe 
Vremya” correspondent at Tehran, which appeared in that journal to-day, respecting 
the arrival of M. Poklewski in that capital and the problems awaiting him. 
Thave, &c. 

‘A. NICOLSON, 








Tnclosure in No, 64. 


Summary of Letter, dated September 15 (28), in the “Novo Vremya” of October 6 (19) 
from their Correspondent in Tehran, 


OUR new Minister arrives at a time when the old régime has only just been 
overthrown, when a new Government has to be created out of absolute chaos, Tn these 
circumstances a definite, consistent policy is indispensable. ‘The representatives at 
Tehran of the Ministries of War and Finance must, not be the Minister's rivals (as 
M. Hartwig had reason to complain was the case), but his collaborators ; they must 
confine themselves strictly to the affairs of their own departments, and not interfere in 
the province of our general Imperial interests in Persia, ‘hese general interests may 
be classified as follows :-— 


1. The Russian Discount Loan Bank. 


The losses of this bank amount at present to about 20,000,000 roubles, and are 
directly consequent upon the general crisis through which the country has beon 
passing. If extraordinary measures are not taken to liquidate theso millions, tho 
whole of the bank must sooner or later follow its vanished funds in their aorial flights 





2. Russian Commerce. 


Russia imports more than half of all Persian products, and exports to Persia quite 
half of the goods which she must buy. Tho Russian Legation at Tehran, however, 
hampers rather than supports Russian trade, No less than 800 lawsuits of the 
Russian bank and its clients lie shelved in pigeon-holes at the legation. Tho losses 
sustained under this head ean only be recouped by dint of tho most energetic support 
of the legation. 


3, Russian Loane, 

Botween 1900 and 1902 Russia lent’ Persia 32,000,000 roubles, and unless Russia 
takes somo general measures to improve Russo-Persian trade the customs in North 
Persia will continue to fail to pay the monthly coupons on the Russian loans. 


4, A Ru 





ian Consulate-General at Tehran. 





This should have been instituted fifty years ago, and its immediate creation by the 
Government is a matter of urgent necessity. 


5. The Persian Cossack Brigade. 


The Russian Government should thoroughly reorganise the soction, which is 
officered by Russians. 


6. Enzeli-Tehran Road. 


In connection with this—the sole link between Tehran, Russia, and Ei 
there a pele seria of outstanding: accounts and suits against the Persian Govern- 
ment, which have hitherto not been pressed by the Russian Legation, nor has 
satisfaction been received. % gee x 
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7. Enzeli Port. 


Jis present state is a scandal, and demands the serious attention of the 
Government. 


8. Railways. 


In March 1910 the convention between Russia and Persia on this subject expires. 
This convention has retarded the development of Persia. As the course for the Julfa— 
Tabreoz, Railway has already been propared, Russia will not have to spend any great 
sii to lay th Tino! sloag it aaxt opring, aad so link up Azerbaijan (the most fertile 
and richest province in Persia) with the Caucasus and Russia. 





9, Russian Telegraphs. 





England has two whoreas Russia has none, but only the right to send 
messages along the Persian wires, How well these aro worked may be seen from the 
fact that a telegram sont by tho Russian Minister from Kazvin to Tehran with reference 
to his arrival at the capital was received hy the legation after M. Poklewski’s arrival. 





10. Russian School. 


Russia is alone in not having such an establishment in Tehran, so this sphere of 
influence is at present closed to her. 











{39176} No. 65. 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 
No, 180, 
) ‘The Hague, October 18, 1909. 
h No. 7, Commercial, of the 20th January 
wring fo the obsorvations made by the 
the recently published “ Orange Book” on 
ntation in Persia, and the concession reported 
to have been granted by the Persian Government for irrigation works on the Karun 
Rivor at Ahwaz (see précis enclosed in my despatch No. 170 of the Sth instant), 
M. Groadt van Roggen, the Dutch engineer who is responsible for the plan of 
irrigation in questio article in the“ Nieuwe Courant,” urges the tance in 
i once more filled by a diplomatic 
Jovernment in Persia compen 
failure of its predecossor to full its obligations towards the Netherlands 
Minister at Tchran, According to the writer of the article, a concession was given 
verbally to M. Sturler, former Nether! ter at Tehran, for the c 
works for the s (1,235,550 acres) of ai 
ine years, under special conditions. Persian 
tmd in the placo of the verbal concession they. gave 
as of no value. In the opinion of the writer, the moment is 
ng the concession, now that the Young Persians are glad of an 
to show that they have broken with the old régime and are anxious to 
proceed on a path of progress. M. Graadt van Roggen points out the necessity for 
Prompt action in view of the competition to be expected from foreign countries, whose 
attention has been attracted by the attempt of the Dutch to obtain the ubove 
concession, 
Ho refers to the activity of other count 
Ahyvar, is situated), and states that a Ena 
the object of bringing into cul 





WITH reference to Lord Acton’s despa 
ast, 1 have the honour to report that, re 
Notherlands Minister for Forojgn Affairs i 
the subject of Dutch diplomatic repres 






































distorted written 























ies in the Arab rict (in which 
Persian Company has been formed with 
n the plain of Arabi ast a part of it; 
and also that the Pe yy has olfered to advance a sum of money to the 
of Arabistan for the irrigation of the district along the bauks of the Shaoer, a 
tributary of the Karun River, 
Some definite concession must, the writer of the article points out, be obtained by 
the Dutch from the Persian Government, othenvise no Government financiers will 




















































suggested by the Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
referred to. 





interest themselves in the Karun irri 
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Thave, &e. 


igation scheme, nor could a syndicate be formed as 
“Orange Book” above 


GEORGE W, BUCHANAN, 





[39383] 


No. 66. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—( Received October 25,) 


(No. 460.) 
(felegraphic.) P. 
NAVIGATION on La 


ike Urumia, 


St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1909, 


Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos, 745 of the Ist October and 758 of the 24th 


October. 


Russian Government realise the dan; 


negotiations with Imam Kul 


to watch the matter carefully, 





that his Government thought that their transport concession might be inter 


mean that further concess 





hi 





would endeavour to do this, 


His Excellency hinted that the concession could be rendered valueless 


Russian Government wore to stop the necessary material being brought into Persia, I 


told him that another route 
proceedin 





nder Imam Kuli from secki 
with him quickly. ‘The Assist 


ns for navigation on the lake were barred, 
understood that the concession was given to Imam Kul? before the 





Ts 





ger of Germans being successful in their 
and the Russian Minister at Tehran has been instructed 
‘The Assistant Minister for Foreign Aflairs told me 
rproted to, 

d that 1 


r t Russians had 
receive theirs, and that he was now looking for foreign partnership, but that he did 


not intend to get rid of his concession altogether. I did not see how the Russians could 
i partners abroad, unless they camo to some agreement 
tant Minister for Foreign Afirs said his Government 


if the 





might be found, and that this would be w rather arbitrary 





(39384) 


No. 67, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


i, 461.) 
‘Telegraph 
PLEAS 
instant respectively, concern 
T spoke to M. ‘Sazonow 


ic.) PB, 





troops could not get to Ardebil in less 


E refer to telegra 


ng the disorders at Ardebil, 
von the su 


«St Petersburgh, October 25, 1900. 
ams from Tehran Nos. 756 and 757 of the 28rd and 24th 


ubject to-day, and ho told me that as Russian 
than a fortnight, it was impracticable for the 


Imperial Governinent to send any for the protection of their nationals; and conse 





quently he has given a warn 
Hliabedrana inGloe any 
Persian Government. His 





applying to the Russian Government: for their 
than could not be persuaded by the Ru: 

onow answered that this chief's 
to keop quiet, but no advice was of any avail, News hud reached 
discord having broken out between the Karada, 


Rahim 
district, ) 





render a solution of the diffi 






ury or damage on Russians, 


ng at Tehran to the effect that in cas 


culty easier. 





the Karadighis or 
the responsibility will fall on the 
Excellency also observed that Sattar Khati was thinking of 

protection. On my inquiring whethor 
ssian authorities 40 stop ravaging tho 
Russian doctor had urged him strongly 
his Excelloney of 
ighis and Shabsovans, and this might 





[39434] 


India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received October 26,) 


Sir, 


IN reply to your letter, dated the 11th Soy 


services of an officer of the 
Persia on behalf of the 
[1684] 





No. 68, 


Government of India for a topogr: 
Angle-Persian Oil Company, I am d 





India Office, October 25, 190), 
ptember, 1909, as to the loan of the 
i 


rvey Of part of 


d by 





‘iscount 
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‘Morley to enclose copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Government of India 
‘on the subject. 
Lord Morley would suggest that enquiry should be made of the company as to the 
reply to be made to the questions asked in the telegram from the Government of 
dia, 
Tam, &e. 
R. RITCHIE. 






Tnelosure 1 in No, 68. 









Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.)_P. India Office, September 22, 1900. 

‘BROPOSED topographical survey in Western Pers, 

Please seo papers forwarded with letter, dated the 17th instant, from Secretary, 
Political Department, India Office. Please state whether services of officer for survey 
can be spared and arrangements stated in company’s letter of the Oth instant he made. 
Necessary action should be taken as soon as possible if you agree. Cost defrayed by 
‘company. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 68. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Relegraphic.) P. October 21, 1909. 
OFPICER for topographical survey in Western Persia. See your telegram dated 
he 22nd September. 
Please let us know for what period services of officer are required ; also the extent 
of the work and tho scale on which maps will be needed. Oil company’s representa 
tions at Mohammerah have not hitherto been able to afford us information. 











(39471) No, 69. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Received October 20.) 


8, Salter’s Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, October 25, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 14th instant on the subject of 
repairs to the Godar Bridge, 

When wo found that our information regarding the defects in the bridge was 
insufficient to enable us to decide as to real canse of trouble, and consequently to 
recommend a remedy, we followed what we think to be the only reasonable course, 
and advised the chiefs to send an expert to examine and report what should be done, 

‘The chiofs have apparently accepted this advice, for we have just received 
information by telegraph from our agent at Tehran that they have agreed to employ 
our road engineer, Mr, Sotham, to visit the bridge. Mr. Sotham is to start on this 
expedition on the 26th instant." Our instructions to our agents abroad on this subject 

ave been 





















1. That our agent is to supply an estimate of the cost of the examination for 
approval by the chiefs, or he may arrange a fixed price with them for the examination. 

2, That Mr, Sotham will examine the bridge, furnish a report on its condition, 
and an estimate of the probable cost of the repairs he may consider necessary 

3. That it is to be understood in advance that we will not under 
contract to exocute repairs for a fixed sum. If the chiefs, after receiving Mr. Sotham’s 
report and recommendation, wish us to take action, they must authorise us to expend 
4 certain sum, and if that sum is at all likely, i ion, to suflice for the purpose, 
We will spond it to the best advantage for t nd risk, 


We think we need not, under these cireumstanc 
reference to your letter of the 4th May last, as the chicfs have not, to our knowledge, 
yet attacked the ropntation of either the eminent engineer who designed the bridge of 
the well-known engineering firm who constructed it. It hardly appears to us necessary, 
therefore, to justify our selection of them. ‘The engineer was the late L. B. Wells, 0.E., 































take up at length your 
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‘of Manchester, and the constructors were Messrs. de Bergue, of Strangeways Iron- 
works, Manchester. 

Nor have the chiefs ever to our knowledge claimed that. we have given them any 
sort of guarantee, either expressed or implied, in regard to the structure of the bridge. 
‘The original contract would effectually dispose of any such claim, which in any case 
would be too widely opposed to ordinary usage to be admissible unless supported by 
written evidence that an arrangement of that nature had been made. 

Thave, &. 
‘THOS. H. ROBERTS: 
(for Secretary), 

















(39490) No. 70. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 






(No. 759.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION at Shiraz. 

His Majesty's acting-consul at Shiraz telegraphs as follows :— 

So far the governor-general has given proof of courage and integrity and merits 
all possible support, but the small number of troops at his disposal hampers hig 
position very greatly. 

‘The force of Cossacks sent from Tspahan is held up, I am informed, close to the 
Fars border by a superior number of Kulgelu tribesmen ; the prestige of the governor- 
general, which it is all important to mantain, may be seriously damaged by this slight 
rebuff. ‘The Persian Government should, I therefore suggest, be pressed to dispatch 
fan important foree here without delay. ‘to assure the juncture of tho two dotaohimenta 
a small loan might, if necessary, be arranged for the expenses of tho troops, and its 
payment made dependent on their arrival. : 

If Saham, the present governor-general, is unable to master the situation, no other 
Persian will have any chance of success, 

Order is being ensured on the Russian trade route by the presenco of an armed 
force, it seems reasonable therofore that we should ensure order in our caso eithor by 
granting a loan to the Persian Government, or by tho maintenance of armed guards, 

je haam cm be trusted to employ adequately any troops that may bo put under his 
orders. 

‘The Minister of the Interior, to whom I read the first two paragraphs, and 
‘emphasised the need for reinforcements, informed me that a regiment of infantry which 
was due at Ispahan would at once be dispatched to the aid of Saham. Ho made no 
allusion to the question of a loan, 


Tehran, October 26, 1909, 






























































(88155) No. 71. 


. Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 





(Wo. 146.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 27, 1909. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 169, Confidential, of tho 9th ultimo, 
respecting the Turco-Persian frontier at Mohammerah, and transmitting copy. of 
despatch from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushiro. 

‘The circumstances in which the mediating commissioners in 1850 defined tho 
frontier from the Persian Gulf to Havwizeh aro fully explained on p. 8 of the Foreign 
Office memorandum of the Sth December, 1906, of which a copy isn tho possession of 
His Majesty's Legation. While His Majesty’s Government have no desire whatovor 
to disturb the frontier status quo as locally observed, and which, they are well aware, 
never precisely coincided with the line as drawn in 1850 by the commissionera of 
Great Britain and Russia, and indeed as subsequently accepted by the Persian Govern 
ment, they would hesitate to approve Mr. Wilson's contention that the lino as defined 
in 1850 was cancelled by any subsequent declaration of the two mediating Powors, 
That Tine was, after an exhaustive examination of the conflicting claims of Persia and 
‘Turkey, defined by the mediating commissioners as an equitable compromise, and such 
evidence as exists goes to show that it was upheld by the later commission which mot 
in 1876, His Majesty’s Government could not therefore formally support the. sheikh 
of Mohammerah in claiming that his frontier extends beyond that line except. after 
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¢onsultation with the Russian Government, and as the result of an agreement with the. 
‘Turkish Government, who are in possession of a copy of the map of 1850. 
‘You should inform Mr. Wilson that the map enclosed in. his despatch No. 214 of 
the 12th June is that of the mediating commissioners of 1850, 
Tam, &. 
E. GREY. 











. 190.) 





(39626) No. 72. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
§ Tehran, October 9, 1909. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 179 of the 24th ultimo, [have the lonour to 
transinit herowith eopy of a note from the administrator-general of the customs, giving 
the gross receipts of hhis administration for the first six months of this year as well eo 
those for the same period last year, 

M. Mornard's note affords most instructive reading, 

Tt will be seon that while the customs receipts from the general trade of Persia 
have increased by some 96,800 tomans (19,2601), the duties on that portion of it which 
eomos from the direction of Russia show an augmentation of more than 200,000 tomang 
(40,0001.) over those of the samo period of the preceding year. 

At the ports and frontier town (Kermanshah), through which the bulk of British 
imports pass, tho administration has, however, sullered a loss of over 110,000 tomace 
(22,0001) as compared with 1908, 

Tam sonding a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Peters: 
puna as the data may bo of somo use to his Excolloney, should M, Iavolsky agasn 
revert, in the courso of convorsation, to the heavy losses suffered by Russian toate 
during the last few months, 

F Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 




















































————— 











Tnclosure in No. 72, 





Customs Srarisries, 












Gnoss Receipts for first Six Months of 1 


t 09 compared to samo period of 1908 
(ie., March 21 to 


eptomber 21), 















































































] 
March 21 to | starch at to | yaat , 
| Country, Sepleater 21, | September 21, | Terese in| Decrease in 
ct iiead beuerr rs 1009, 1900, 
Tomns, | Tomans. | Tomane 
1 | tdi and x 2th : 104,00 
2 | Hine 5 | “rest ‘3 15,000 
8 | Mobitguora and Awas 2! ig7or | 18,300 s 
4] Kerth, Kast, and Kune! 244519 = 1100 
5 rami Kol and ze1000 | 187,600 | 99,500 
8 | Astars, Tats wid 81,000 3 298 
7 | Rat Raia ana aai0oo | asgare 
8] Meg oean 345350 
8 | Bde Gz and‘Tucomania | ‘ary 7002 
10 | Meshad, Kuchay, and Seistan ¢-) a80e00 | tea 
WL | easols Post (Habra) S] e079 
Tol... “as16,400 | aaa 220 z zs 











‘Total increase in 1909, 96,300 tomans, 
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(89647) No. 73. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 28.) 





THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of enclosures in a letter 
from. the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 23rd September, 
relative to the proposed early repayment by the Sheikh of Koweit of the first instal 
ment of the loan granted him last June. 


India Office, October 27, 1909. 





Tnclosure 1 in No, 73. 


Major Trevor to Government of India, 

Telegraphic.) P. September 9, 1909, 
Cre ATTEASE reer to tho correspondence ending with Resident's letter dated the 
20th June. Now sheikh says that he would rather repay the first instalment. of the 
Joan in the following manner: (1.) 40,000 rupees in cash on the 22nd September at 
Koweit; (2.) 60,000 rupees to be debited against rent which is due in October on 
account of Bunder Shweikh lease, 

I think that I could, with the a 
the first if Government agree, 














tanco of the Senior Naval Officer, arrange for 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 73. 


Government of India to Major Trevor, 
(Telegraphic) « P. September 10, 1909, 
KOWEIT Joan: your telegram, dated the 9h September, To payment of tho 
instalment of the loan in manner proposed by the sheikh there is uo objec 
Necessary steps will be taken to adjust the 60,000 rupees against the rent 
year to the sheikh, 











first 














[89703] No. 74. 


Sir G. Barclay t0 Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received October 28.) 






hic.) P. 
EXPOR'D of tobacco from Persia, 

I have received the following tel 
at Bushi 


Tehran, October 28, 1909, 








gram from His Majesty's acting consul-general 








“Tt appears from statement made by agent of Russian steamer that in three or 
four months the contract he holds for agency of Société Tombac will expire, and it is 
roported t e making efforts to obtain it in the interests of Gorman 
shipping traffic, 













ng contract has been for 


ight years in the hands of the Russians, 
nt of the Société ‘Ny 


wae not extending the contract of Russian 
y tenders on the part 
T understand from Stricks' local agents that they are communicating, 
at the management of the société 
ps seo your way’ to asking 
support the case of the British company 
ing contract ther Sinyrna nor Beirout 
or for German line,” 
























M. Pokle 

St. Petersburgh. 

Russian’ Government might seo no objection to instructing th 

Constantinople to press for renewal of contract at presont hold by 
(1684) 





i, to whom I communicated substance of above, is informing 





r Embassy at 
Russian agent, 
cy 
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while His Majesty's Government could similarly urge the appointment of Stricks’ 
‘agent if société withdraws agency from Russians. 

As a result of a request on tho part of the Ottoman Bank on the 9th July, 1908, 
for our protection for the company, T received instructions to promote ite imeooe 
60 far as they wore identical with our own. 

he tombae carrying trade amounts to 1,100 tons of freight yearly, of which the 
British combine has hitherto enjoyed a large share owing to the iiendly solace 
maintained with Russian shipping agents, 





[39766] No. 75. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 


fo. 473.) 
slegraphio)  P. Foreign Office, October 28, 1909, 

RUSSIAN troops in Persin, 

How many Russian troops are stationed at Kazvin, and what is the strength of the 
foree loft at Vabrees ? 

Pleas report by telegraph. 





[89795] No. 76. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 29.) 
Sir, 
TAM 
Sir E, Grey 
retention of Li 
date of his relie 


d at a sum of 2,000 rupees 
son's present emoluments of 


Grey's views on the pro} ich ig 
ry of the charges connected with it would 
bo borne by British revenues, 

Pho ques ommunications between Bushire and Shiraz was touched upon® 
in the evidence given before the Sub-Committee of the Committer of Tmperial Defence 
on the Bagdad Railway, southern Persie ant ah Persian Gulf, 

Tam, &e, 


R. RILCHIE, 
——$——————— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 


Government of India to Viscount Morley, 
(Beoret.) 
My Tord, imla, September 16, 1909, 

WE have the honour to forward, for your Lordship's favoursble consideration, @ 
copy of't letter which wo have received from the Political Resident in the Poca Gulf, 
raquesting sanction to the retention in Persia of Lieutenant A. , Willan fies period 
‘of four months after the termination of his du he Oil Syndicate guard at 
Ahwaz, in order to examine the possibilities and most convenient mene ct tilecting a 
courection betwoen Bushire and some point on the Jahrum-Aliabad<Frwabed ecctos 
of the Bunder Abbas-Lar-Jabrum-Shita route, 

2 ‘As your Lordship is awnre,t Lieutenant Wilson has already written a report 

bility of railway from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz—a propct in which te 

Majosty’s Government have expressed their interest.t We are of opinion that, even 


i817, 556, 997, and 1180. 0 
August 18, 1807, from the Direetor of Military Operations! to the Foreign 


4 Vide Foreign Ofico Mesiorundum, dated October 9, handed to M, Iaolaky on October 14, 1908, 
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though action in the way of railway construction may not be possible for some time, 
the proposed inquiry will be useful in connection with that project and also for the 
general purpose of improving our knowledge of this part of the country. rc 
a dusee Majer Cock eee ee written, Lieutenant Wilson has been temporarily 
appointed to act as His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah, in which post he may rena 
{Gr some months, pending consideration of the permanent arrangements to be inade. for 
charge of the consulate, We trust that your Lordship will, in the cireumstances 
Explained, approve of Lieutenant: Wilson's’ retention in Persia for a period of four 
months from the date of his relief at Mohammerah, and that you will sanction the 
nt to him, for this period, of his present emoluments, and also a sum. of 2,000 rupeos 
anton expenses, as recommended by Major Cox, a moiety of the charges involvea 
ander both heads being met by His Majesty's Government. 
We have, &o. 
MINTO, 
O'MOORE CREAGH, 
J, 0. MILLER, 
W. L. HARVEY, 
G. F, WILSON, 
8. P. SINHA. 
H, H. RISLEY, 


——_______ 


Inclosure 2 in No. 76, 


Major Coz to Government of India. 


Confidential.) 
I HAVE tho honour to submit, 
retention of the services of Lieute: 
termination of his present apy 
Tikely to return to Thdia at ne di 
2, A recent Reuter stating that Russia intends to push on the alway from Jul 


to Tubreex indicates that tho embargo in tho south may at any moment bo removed, 
‘and that we shall be left free to consider our own interests, 

3. Two years ago Lieutenant. Wilson travelled up the road from Bunder Abbas to 
Shiraz vit Lar and Jahrom, and drew ‘up a report on the route for the division of the 
chief of the staff, 

It is of great importance that we should have fuller information as to the possi 

fa and most convenient means of connection between Busbire and some point on 
the Jahrum-Aliabad-Firuzabad section of the route, 

{We now have an officer on the spot with two surveyors who haa already done a 
Great amount of most valuable pioneer swork, and hus become thoroughly experioneod 
jn the conditions now existing and the limitations which they impose ; and I Lonsalted 
him 8 few days ago as to whether ho was prepared to undertake the work choad 
fanetion be obtainable, Ho is willing and anxious to do so, as will be seen from tho 
transcript of his remarks on the subject which T attach, 

I very much hope that the Government of India will be pleased to sanction the 
Proposal, ic, the extension of Lieutenant Wilson's deputation and emoluments for fous 
months after the return of the Oil Company's guard to India, and the provision of 
2,000 rupees for contingent expenses on the understanding that the latter aun will be 
‘met as far as possible by reappropriation, 

respectfully request that early orders may be passed in order that, if the proposal 
is approved, the Survey of India may be asked to supply cortain mapis tnd instance 
required,’ cab 

Note— Pending receipt of Government of India's reply @ copy has not been 
forwarded to Tehran, 


P. Z, COX, 


* 758m 120, anmontb, 
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Tnclosure 8 in No. 76. 
Observations by Lieutenant Wilson, dated May 25, 1909. 


I WOULD suggest that I be.given a four months’ extension of my present post 
‘and emoluments with permission to employ the civilian surveyor now with me, and also 
another (military) surveyor, oNee eB 

Exeluding pay, the cost to Government entailed by the proposed investigation 
would be about 2,000 rupees; in this sum would be inelided all contingent expenses, 
such as transport, guards, presents, &c, 

As the whole ‘area of country is wholly unknown at present, in order to find a 
fuitable alignment through it, T should traverse it_in various directions to begin with 
before finally settling any proposed alignment. Hence the comparatively long period 
(four months) that I surgest: 

T do not think that ‘such a good opportunity for getting this work done cheaply 
will recur again for some time, 

1 am on the spot with a good civilian surveyor and am, moreover, fairly well 
acquainted with the Iinitations of surveying in Persia. I am also keen on the work, 
having long wished to travel over this part of south-west Persia, If Government will 
not grant the necessary financial assistance, I am still willing to carry out the survey, 
gs long as I um put on duty at my present rate of pay for the period occupied by the 
investigation, 

A. 'T, WILSON. 





139820) No. 77, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 

(No, 761.) 

(Pelographic.) D. 
SITUATION at Ardebil. 
Pleaso refer to my telogram No, 756 of the 23rd October. 

Thave reevived the following from His Majesty's acting consul-goneral at Tabreez, 
203 of the 28th October — 


Instructions on the lines suggested in my No. 197 of the 22nd instant seom 
to havo been sent to Russian cousul-general, who has informed his vice-consul. at 
Ardobil to warn Kahin Khan that the Russian Government will hold him personall 
responsible for the damage dono to life and property of Russian subjects. Roshid-uk- 
Mulk, who tas beon sent to Sarab in command of 100 Porsian Cossacks to parley with 
the rebels, has beon entrusted with a warning in writing to the same effect for dative 
to Rahim. In this latter message my Russian colleague added that he would hold hin 

n add for harm caused by Shaseven tribesmen, whom he had, it 
;, incited to rebel. ‘Those threats should produce a salutary effect if they 
it to Rahim and are not counteracted, but it is not known whore he is. 

1,000 infantry and cavalry have left Tabreoz under Bagher Khan, but 
until the result of the ‘negotiations is known they will probably be stationed « fowr 
miles on the other side of Basminch, 

‘Thero is a force about $00 strong that can march when required from Maragha, 
under Samad Khan. 

At Ardebil there are about 1,000 men under lian, Reactionary element 
entors largely into composition of Government forces, whose allegiance, although now 
calisted by. yovernor-general to eauso of new régime, may be doubtful if it is. thought 
that rebellion is favoured by Russia, An appeal to arms under these conditions Aad 
in view of the strength of tho rebels would be attended by risk,. Russian consul: 
general, whom T consulted as to whether it would be possible to use our influence 
4m the cause of law and order, is willing to take steps in this direction, but-wo agreed 
to wait until the result of the n ons now in progress is known. 

‘he troops that were Hhran hayerall arrived here; they are composed 
0F 200 Cossacks, and 200 1 ly., ‘The remnant of the force which was supposed 
to be at Zenjum is not there. If it existed elsewhere than on paper it has diolesd 
into space. 


Tehiran, October 29, 1909. 
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[39703] No. 78. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir 4, Nicolson, 


(No. 1320.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, October 29, 1909. 
GENCY of the Société du Tombae at Bushire, 
Please ask the Russian Government to send instructions to their Representative at 
Constantinople similar to those contained in my telegram. to Mr, Mavling, No, 680. of 
to-day’s date, 





[89703] No. 79. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(Telegraphic.) P, 


Foreign Office, October 20, 1909. 
AGENCY of Société du Tombac at Bushire, : 
In co-operation with your Russian colleague you should act, so far as ig possible, 
in tho sense of the instructions contained in Sit G. Barelay’s’ telegram No. 760 of 
yestorday’s date. 


(No. 686.) 





(89434) No, 80, 
Foreign Office to nglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, October 29, 1909. 

WITH reference to your lotter of tho Gth ultimo respecting the proposed. to 
graphical survey in West Persia, I am directed by the Socrotary of State for Foreygu 

airs to inform you that the Government of India havo now enquired what tho extort 
of the work is likely to be, and on what scale the maps are to Bo constructed. The 
iso wish to know for what period the services of tho offic engaged on tho survay wi 
required. 

Tm to state that Sir E, Grey will be glad to receive this information from you as 
Soon as Possible, in order that it may be communicated by telegraph to tho Government 
of India. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLWT, 





(89903) No, 81, 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received October 30.) 


Sir, India Office, October 29, 1909. 

IN reply to your lotter dated the 8th October, 1909, enquiring as to the viows of 
Viscount Morley on a proposed concession for the improvement of {lie communications 
botween Bunder Abbas and Kerman, I am directed. to observe that the proposal ia 
question is in accordance with the statement made in the memorandum handed. to 
M. Isvolsky on the 14th October, 1908, to the effect that His Majesty's Governmone 
considered a line from Bunder Abbas to Kerman to bo. among thoso that most closely 
Concerned them. ‘There is, therefore, in prineiple no objection to the schemo. 

‘The trado prospects of the route would appear fromthe metorandens ct tho Board 
of Trade, printed as Appendix 8 to the Report of the Sub-Committee of the Commnitteo 
of Tmperial Defence, to be favourable, but the initiation of this or any similar project 
of the kind will presumably be regarded by those initiating it as dependent upon a 
satisfactory settlement of the question of affording increased security to the rocds of 
Souther Persia. Lord Morley is accordingly disposed to agreo that the support of 
Ihs Majesty's Government should be given to the scheme, provided that the reply of 
the Board of Trade be satisfactory. 

He considers, however, that it may be well in the first pluco to ascertain from the 
gentlemen supporting it whether they contemplate the levy of road tolls, and on what 
scale, in addition to ordinary charges for the actual carriage of goods. 

fissa] R 
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Tam to add that a copy of this correspondence is being communicated to the 
Government of India for their observations. 
Tam, &. 
R. RITCHIE. 





(39951) No. 82. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 30.) 
(No, 462, 


Pelegray ie) P. 
RUSSIAN troops at Kazvin. 
Twas told in ¢ 


St. Petersburgh, October 30, 1909. 


informed me of this in confidence, 
uubject to-morrow. M. Poklowsky 
and toe 


instructed also to avai 
hould be settled about w 





(89876) No. 83. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 30.) 
(No, 763) 
‘Polegraphic,) Re Tehran, October 30, 1909. 

YOUR telegram No, 473 of the 28th Octobor. 

Russian Ministor tells me that there are 1,600 Russian troops (at) Kazvin. ‘This 
does not include commissariat,& 

‘There are at Tabreez according to Russian consul’s estimate 1,100, and according 
to Russian Minister 1,000, 

(Gont to St. Petersburgh.) 





(40161) No. 84. 
Messrs, Hllinger and Co. to Foreign Office —(Ieceived November 1,) 


Sir, 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, October 30, 1909. 
WE beg to inform you that we purpose shipping, on behalf of Messrs, Andrew 
Weir and Co., from the island of Ormuz, 1,000 to 2,000 tons red oxide of iron by the 
steam-ship “Quild Hall,” belonging to the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation 
Company, loading to commence about the 10th proximo, We give you this informa: 
tion in view of a paragraph in Mr, Norman’s letter to our Mr. Ellinger of the 3rd May 
last, which says that if the Nationalists or any ono else but Messrs. Andrew Wery 
and Co, attempt to move any of the oxide Sir G. Barclay will at once hear of it and 
take the necessary action. You may therefore think it desirable to inform the: 
authorities at Bunder Abbas of the intended shipment, 
We are, &c, 
ELLINGER xp Co, 
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[40214] No. 85. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 1.) 


(No. 466.) 
(Telegraphic.) R. 
MY telegram No, 462 fof 30th October) - 
‘The fact of withdrawal of troops from Kazvin was published this morning. 


St. Petersburgh, November 1, 1909, 


(39951) No. 86, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 

No, 475.) 

(Telegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, November 1, 1909. 
BERSIA, Seo telegram No, 462 of the 30th October frown St, Petersburgh. 


You are authorised to act in accordance with the last’ paragraph in the fullest 
sense, 





(40275) No. 87. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 2.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence 
relative ‘to increased salutes for the Sheikhy of *Mohammerah, Koweit, and 
Bahrei 


India Office, November 1, 1909, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 87. 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Secret.) 
My Lord, Simla, September 80, 1909, 
IN compliance with the request contained in paragraph’ 3 of your Lonlship’s 

Secret: despatch dated the 25th June, 1909, on the subject of the salutes to be 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Koweit, and Babrein, we have the honour to 
forward, for the information of His Majesty's Government, a copy of the corre: 
spondence, from which it will be seen that the new scale of salutes will come into furce 
with effect from the 22nd September, 1909. 
We have, &e, 

MINTO. 

OM. OREAGH, 

J. 0. MILLER. 

W. L. HARVEY, 

8. P. SINITA. 

H.-H. RISLBY, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 87. 


* Government of India to Major Cox. 
(Confidential.) imla, July 26, 1909, 

WLTH reference to your letter dated the 8th August, 1908, regarding the snlutes 
aceorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahrein, I am directed to 
inform you that His Majesty’s Government approve the proposal to increase the 
salutes of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Koweit from five to twelve guns, and 
that of the Sheikh of Balirein from five to eleven, and to grant a salute of five guns 
to the eldest sons of the Sheikhs of Mohammerah and Koweit, and of three guns to the 
eldest son of the Sheikh of Babrein, on occasions when they visit one of His Majesty's 
ships as their father’s representatives. ‘The salutes will be fired, as in the case of the 
existing te to the sheikhs, on the termination of an official visit. 

(16st. 
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2. Tam to add that the increased salutes will in each case be personal to the present 
chiefs, and it should be explained to them tliat it is within the diseretion of the 
Government, of India to continue the salute or not to their successors. It is left to 
your discretion to decide when it would be opportune to make the announcement to 
the sheikhs concerned. It scems desirable that before doing so you shold consult 
Sir G. Barclay as to how far the proposal to inerease the-salute of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah is affected by the sheikh’s position as a Persian subject. 

8, I am to request that the Government of India may be furnished in due 
course with a report of your proceedings, as the Admiralty desire to be informed 
officially of the date when the arrangements come into force. ‘The naval commander- 
in-chief, East Indies squadion, has, howe 
manding officers of His Majesty's ships i 
of salutes when instructed to do so by you. 














been directed to instruct the com- 
Persian Gulf to act on the above scale 





thi 














Tnelosure 3 in No. 87. 






Major Cox to Government of India, ° 


Bushire, August 22, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with your letter dated 
tho 26th July, 1909, on the subject of the salutes to be accorded to the Sheikhs of 
Mohanmerah, Koweit, and Bahrein, 

2.1 think it will be as well that I should make this further reference to 
Government as to the precise ste} 
of the decision at whieh 
slightly differont. procedure seems to me to be ad 

3, The Sheikh of Koweit might, I suggest, bi g by the 
resident, that, in view of our friendly relations and as a personal compliment; His 
Majesty's Government liave been pleased to issue instructions that when he visits one 

Majesty's ships a salute of twelve guns will in future be fired in his honour on 
ris leaving the ship, and that five guns will be fired for his son whe aship on 
his father’s behalf, It would be added, in conclusion, thnt th nment of India 
reserved discretion to continue the salute or not in the ease of his successors, 

4, Tho present Sheikh of Mohammorah has, Tb 
man-of-war. Vor prudential reasons he prefers fo exchange visits at the consulate, 
Consequently hie is probably not sure what salute would be i 
Moreover, al times he is acti overnor-Generil of Arabistai 
would ex-oficio got seventeen guns, Tam of opinion that in his ease it would be 
sufficient for Iis Majesty's consul to inform him yeebally that a salute of twelve guns 
as been prescribed for Sheikh Mubarak and a similar salute will he fired for him 
personally when, as Sh h man-of-war, 
fruns for his son when repres forined of th 
reserved to themselves by th ikh’s successors. 


































































nent in the case of the sl 





In this attach copies of the telegrams exchanged between myself and 
His Majesty ister, from which it will be seen that his concurrence has been 





obtained. 

5, In the ease of the Sheikh of Bahrein, the enhancement of the salute might be 
made somewhat more of in the ion sent him by the residency. Tt might he 
explained to him that it is in view of his long period of rule over Bahrein, and with 
the wish to add to his personal dignity among his compeers, that His. Majes 
Government, on the recommendation ‘of the Government of India, have ly 
pleased, &c. 

6. If tho Government of Tndia generally approve of the procedure suggested for 
each case in the foregoing paragraphs, L beg tliat the enhianeed salutes may be con- 
sidered to come into force without further reference, on our receipt of their reply ; 
on whieh the necessary communications will he made to the sheiklis concerned ‘and 
the senior naval officer, Persian Gulf di 
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Tnelosure 4 in No, 87. 


Major Cox (o Sir G. Barclay. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


x Bushire, August 15, 1909. 
UP to the present time salutes of five guns have been accorded to the Sheikhs of 
Koweit, Mobammerah, and Bahrein when visiting British men-of-war, Now, however, 





British political officers entitled fo salutes of eleven guns having been appointed to 
Koweit and Bahrein, it has been considered expedient to raise the personal salute of 
the former to twelve and of the latter to eleven guns, A proposal has also been made 
to grant Sheikh Khazal a personal salute of twelve guns, and his eldest son, when 
ropresenting his father, five guns, 

Do you see any objection? When the Sardar Arfa is acting Governor-Genoral of 
Arabistan he would of course receive the salute due to that rank. ‘The settlement of 
the question of the salute at Mohammerah is actually only a formality, as the sheikh 
seldom ever visits a man-of-war, but prefers to exchange visits at the’ consulate, I 
venture in consequence to suggest that it is only necessary for you to accord your 


personal approval of the proposal, and that there is no need’ to approach the Persian 
Government on the subject. 





——$—$<$<______ 






Tnclosure 5 in No. 87. 


Sir G. Barclay to Major Coz, 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, August 17, 1900, 
WIHT reference to your telegram dated the 15th instant, I concur with you in 


considering that no reference to the Persian Government is necessary, and to tho 
proposed salute I have no objection, 





Inelosure 6 in No. 87. 


Government of India to Major Trevor. 
(Confidential. 
Sir, Simla, September 22, 1909, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Major Gox's letter, dated the 
22nd August, 1909, on the subject of the salutes to be accorded to the’ Sheikhs of 
Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahirein, 

2. In reply, I am to inform you that the Government of India approve Major 
Cox's proposals. 


3. The new scale of salutes will come into force with eflect from the date of these 
orders. 





T have, &e, 
8, H, BUTTER, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 


Inclosure 7 in No. 87. 











India Office to Admiralty, 


Sir, India Office, October 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter dated the 10th June, 1909, as to the salutes to be 
accorded to the Sheikhs of Mohammerah, Koweit, and Bahrein, I am directed to 
enclose, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copy of a 
letter from the Government of India, from which it will be seen that the new scale of 
salutes bas been brought into force with effect from the 2znd September, 1909. 

A copy of this letter is being communicated to the ee Office, 

am, &. 

R. RITCHIE, 
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[40336] No. 88. 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received November 2.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, London, November 1, 1909. 

I BEG to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 29th ultimo, advising that the 
Government of India have enquired (1) what the extent of the work is likely to be ; 
(2) on what scale the maps are to be constructed ; and (3) the period for which the 
services of the officer engaged on the survey will be required. 

A telegram making the same e 
Scott, and Co. on the 26th ultimo, and in reply thereto we wired to them :— 


“ Probably 500 square m 

















es; G inches mile; probably two years.” 


Messrs, Loyd, Seott, and Co’s telegram was doubtless sent in connection with an 
enquiry received by them from the Government of India, and the reply we sent has 
presumably been passed on to Simla. As, however, you will no doubt consider it 
dosirablo to roply to the Government of India’s telegram direct, the above message to 
Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, and Co, will afford the information required for your reply. 

Tam, &e. 
C. GREENWAY, Director, 












[40382] No. 89. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 2) 
(No. 467.) 
(olegraphie,) Re. St. Petersburgh, November 2, 1908, 
AGENCY of Société du Tombao at Bushire.] 
Tolegram No, 1920 [of the 20th October] and Tehran telegram No, 760 [of the 
28th October 
Russian’ Government haye sent instra 
stantinople to support steps which 














ns to Russian Ambassador at Con- 
y's Ambassador may take. 














(40387) No. 90. 


Sir G, Barelay 10 Sir Edward Grey. —(Recete 





November 2.) 
No, 761) 
‘Polographie.) P, 
NAVIGATION of Tako Urumia, 
Please rofer to my telegram No. 758 of tho 24th October. I am informed by His 
Majosty’s acting consul-goneral at ‘Tabreez that a meeting took place there between 
the two consuls and Stevens, "The latter proposed the payment of 5,000, in a single 
instalment, or an engagement for five years as manager, with a salary of 1,101. yearly, 
‘as alternative conditions under which he would release Imam Kuli from cortain 
obligations contracted towards him, and which at present make it impossible for Iman 
‘Kuli to accept the proposals of the Road Compan; 
His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreea telegraphs as follows :— 


“Te will be bad policy on the part of the Road Company not to engage Stevens. 
He can be of use to them in the first difficult period, and at the expiration of the five 
years they need not extend his engagement, Even if they adopt the first alternative, 
and secure the consent of Imam Kuli by handing over to Stevens a lump sum, they 
will find difficulty in dealing with the former, with the Persians, and with the 
authorities whom the co-operation of Stevens, and his popularity’ locally, would 
cone n consul-general has all along’ heen of this opinion, but the Road 
Company and St, Petersburgh seem to oppose it.” 


Tehran, November 2, 1909. 







































M. Poklowski, to whom T communicated substance of 


ove paragraph, will, T 
urge the acceptance of second alternative at St. Petersbu 


thi 
























niries was received by us from Messrs, Lloyd, 
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(39951) No, 91. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1323.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 2, 1909. 

‘THE news contained in your telegram of the 30ih October has given us the very 
greatest satisfaction. The best possible impression will be produced here with regard 
to the wisdom and harmony which characterise the policy of England and Russia in 
Persia when itis announced that euch a substantial withdrawal of forees has taken 
place, 

Our co-operation shall be unsparingly used at ‘Tehran to seeure by every diplomatic 
means that no results prejudicial to Russian interests shall arise from the withdrawal 
of these troops, and that the Government, of the Shah shall act in a friendly spirit in 
return for the mark of confidence which has been shown them, 














[40491] No. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 3.) 
(No. 468.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St, Petersburgh, November 3, 1909, 

SITUATION at Ardebil, 

Iwas told last. night by M. Isvolsky that, in order to more easily afford Russian 
subjects protection, the Russian consul at Ardebil had desired to assemble them all, 
but. that they were being prevented from leaving their houses by the Shahsovans, 
As Russian subjects seemed to be in very great danger, instructions had been sent to 
the Vieeroy of the Caucasns to dispatch whatever troops ho had. available at ones to 
Ardebil.M. Isvolsky, however, expressed his fears lest these reitiforeements, might 
reach their destination too late, His Excellency added that, as the Shahsovans wero 
pursuing Sattar Khan, who had fled to Sareb, a body of Russian cossacks from ‘Tabreoz 
Tica been turredly sont to protect the Russign conelatat iat place. 

His Excellency observed that the decision of the Russian Government as to the 
withdrawal of troops from Kazvin would not be aifected by the above measures. 





























[40492] No, 98, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novenber 8.) 
(No. 470.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 3, 1909, 

PLEASE seo my telegram No. 468 of this morning : Situation at Ardobil, 

My above-mentioned telegram was not quite correct, 

‘The Russian subjects were not being kept in their houses by the Shahsevans but 
by the inhabitants, who, had fled to the Russians for refuge, and considering that. the 
latter were some protection against the Shahsevans, were afraid to let them leave, 

According to a telegram which M, Isvolsky has received from the Russian Minister 


at Tehran, the Shahsevans are in oceupation of Ardebil, No details aro, however, to 
hand. 





















[40493] No, 94, 


= Sir. Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
(No. 471.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1909. 

TABREEZ telegram No, 206 repeated in Sir G, Barclay’s telegram ‘No. 766 
[of to-day]: Situation at Ardebil, 

In a interview which I had with M. Isvolsky to-day his Excellency told me that 
he feared that the Russian Government inight. be compelled to dispatch a strong force 
to Ardebil. The close proximity of 1] to the Russian frontier makes it dificult 
for Russia to toler e which seems likely to continue; it also 
appears ‘There are obvious reasons which make 
AM. Isvolshy very unwilling to embark on an expedition of this nature, but Rabin Khan 

[iis 






















to 





























68 


and his followers would be effectively suppressed if a force were sent. It would really 
benefit the Persian Government that the rising should be quelled if it is in any sense of 
the word « connter-revolution, His Excellency makes light of the idea that the 
situation could be effectively coped with by Persian troops. 

Teannot imagine what object the Russian Government could have in encouraging 
these troubles, and, as far as I can judge, the action of Rahim Khan and of his followers 
recoives the strongest condemnation here. 


[40460] No. 95. 
Sir 6, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3.) 





(No. 765.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 3, 1909. 
YESTERDAY Ala-es-Snitanch and the Minister of Finance called and begged me 
very earnostly to use my influence to induce the Imperial Bank of Persia to make an 
advance of 300,000 tomans to 500,000 tomans on the security of Crown jewels, which 
the acting manager had declined todo. These funds were necessary for the campaign 
at Ardebil, and would be payable in instalments. ‘To meet the expenses of the troops 
Mukhber-es-Sultanch was in immediate need of 50,000 tomans, without which it would 
be impossible to continue the operations. Later a further advance of 500,001, 
subject (0 the smetion of the Medjliss, and eventually. a substantial loan would, 
Ministers added, be required by the Persian Government. It was by order of the 
Cabi doputies in Tehran assembled in extraordinary council that the two 
Ministers made this statement. 
Tn reply, 1 stated that the pledging of the jewels was a matter of purely com 
ial aspect, and one in which I was unable to advise the manager to act contrary to 
dgment. 1 promised, however, to ask him for the reasons of his refusal. With 
Togard to the advance of 500,001, and the eventual loan, for which the approval of the 
Modjliss is required, until that body had convened it appeared premature to 


T aun informed by acting manager that he cannot make an advance on the jewels 
4s thero is no means of appraising their value at his disposs 

‘Pho position at Ardebil, where Rahmi Khan has, itis believed, given out that he 
ig fighting for the cause of Mohamed Ali, is clearly causing great anxiety to the Persian 
Government, and their resources seem to have been entirely exhausted by the rein- 
foreemonts thoy have sent—1,600 Cossacks, Bakhtiari, and fedai, with four guns and 
two Maxims, 

M. Poklowski, to whom the Ministers subsequently wont, is communicating with 
St. Potorsburgh, 

Ardebil may possibly have fallen before any advance could have been arranged, 
but if Rahmi Khan’s operations were to assume the character of an attempt to overthrow. 
the present régime the two Governments might see their way to facilitate a small 
advance on the part of the banks rather than witness a recurrence of past confusion. 





(40472) No. 96. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edwarl Grey.—(Received November 3.) 
(No. 766.) 
(Telegraphic.)  P, 
POSITION in Rastorn Azerbaijan, 
Thave received the following telegram from His Majesty's acting consul-general at 
‘Tabreoz, No, 206 of the 2nd November :— 


Tehran, November 3, 1909. 


“Nows has reached Tabreez that Satta ade good his escape from 
Ardebil, and in company with a few horseme id at Sarab. 

“My Russian colleague recived a telegram three days ago from Russian vice 
consul at Ardebil, informing him that the town would soon be in the hands of the 
rebels; that he had heen implored in the name of humanity to send for a Russian 
foree by the chief fedais, who told him that the ion was spent, and that he 
could not answer for the sifety of Russian subjects if the vice-consulate were attacked 
by the alarmed population. 

“Some Russian troops may, I fear, be dispatched to Ardebil, for this message, 
which was delayed, was redirected to St. Petersburgh, to Tillis, aud to Tehran. 
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“To-day forty-two Russian Cossacks, accompanied by one officer, are being sent to 
Sarab at the request of Russian consular agent, who telegraphed that the town was 
being threatened by rebels. If twelve are considered by officer to be eufficient 
protection for local consular agent and for the few Russians there, thirty will be sent 
back immediately. 

“Tt is thought that Ardebil must have been taken by now, and local authorities 
are very despondent. ‘The current belief that rebels are being favoured by Russians 
handicaps the position of the Government, while the forces at. their disposal are either 
of indifierent fighting capacity or of doubtful allegiance. ‘The Persian Government 
should, if possible, dispatch from Tehran without delay a powerful expedition under an 
efficient leader. Some troops, I understand, are alreaily en route from the capital, 

“Russian consul-general is, { fear, endeavouring to bring Russian troops to 
Ardebil. Last month he asked’ that an expedition might be sent to punish the 
Shahsevans, but the military authorities would not consent. on account of the approach 
of winter. He informed me that the present crisis would be most adequately solved 
by such punitive operations sanctioned by the two Governments, I stated that it 
would be simpler to make the rebels clearly understand that we viewed their a 
with disfavour, Tn reply, he gave me earnest assurances that very strong warnings, 
pointing out that wo emphatically disapproved of his attitude, had been sent to Rahint 

Khan. 

“Tt is difficult to see clear in the situation, and I do not think that we ean do 
much here until it has developed. A natural solution may bo brought about by the 
approach of winter.” 





(40476) No. 97. 


or Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3,) 
No, 763 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 3, 1909. 

SHEIKH of Mohammerah. Foreign Office telegram No, 396 of 23rd July. 

‘The sheikh is being pressed by Sardar Assad to submit a copy of the Abadan 
agreement to the Persian Government, He has asked for an undertaking that we will 
keop it secret. 

It is commonly known that the agreement exists, and the Indian pross has 
noticed it, 

His Majesty's acting consul has asked how he should advise sheikh, and, atter 
consulting with Major Cox, I have telegraphed reminding him that ob 
secrecy was only required by sheikh until events had quieted’ down in the capital, and 
instructing him to advise sheikh to communicate the agreement to the Persian Govern- 
ment, unless he has special reasons for not doing 80. 





[40517] No. 98. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received November 4.) 


Sir, India Office, November 8, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the Sth October, 1909, I am directed to inform 
you that the Secretary of State for India in Council has now sanctioned as a charge 
against Indian revenues a moiety of a sum of 201 a-month, for a poriod not excooding 
five months, in respect of the escort of four sowars for Lieutenant A. 'l. Wilson while 
carrying out a survey in connection with the Kherkha irrigation scheme, 

‘The sanction has been given on the understanding that the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury will accept the other moiety as a chargo against British 
revenues. 

.,, Lhe Goyerament of India will be asked to state whether they anticipate that there 
will be ‘any expenditure in connection with the survey other than that involved in tho 
retention of the four sowars. 

Lam, &. 
R. RITCHIE, 
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(40580) No. 99. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 4.) 

‘No. 768.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 4, 1909. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 765 of the 3rd Noveuiber, I am informed that 
Tmperial Bank of Persia have applied for authority to their head office to advance up 
to 50 per cent. ad valorem on tho Crown jewels; value to be appraised by three 
delegates of Persian Government and three delegates of the bank in committee, 

‘here is an expert attached to the Russian bank, and doubtless they would allow 
him to act after consultation with my Russian colleague. 





(40460) No. 100. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 1824.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 4, 1909. 

LOAN to Persian Government (see telograms from ‘Tehran Nos. 765 and 766 of 
the 3rd November) 

You should ask Russian Government for their views on this question, and enquire 
of thein whether, if the Imperial Bank felt justified in advancing, on the security of the 
Crown jewels, a sum of, say, 200,000 tomans, they would be willing to authorise 
the Russian Bank to share in such an advance, ‘Although I know that in September 
they did not object to the idea of advancing something on this same security, I have 


Hot yet approached them in the matter, but on learning the views of the Russian 
Government | would do so. 





(40161) No. 101. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 179.) 

(Telographie.) P. 
SHIPMENT of Hormua c 
Elinger informs us that his firm intend to ship in steam-ship “Guildhall” from 

Hormuvz from 1,000 to 2,000 tons of oxide, ‘They propose to begin the shipment about 

the 10th November. If necessary you should act as on the previous occasion, dealt 

with in my telegram No. 426 of the 19th August. 


Foreign Office, November 4, 1909. 





(40692) No, 102, 


Sir A, Nicolson (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 

No, 472, 

‘Velegraphie.) Decode, St. Petersburgh, November 5, 1909. 
“ROSSIA ” publishes following official communiqué to-da; 


“According to latest information from Ardebil, local governor, members of 
Anjuman, and clergy have taken refuge in Russian vice-consulate, and immediately 
afterwards town was ocoupied by Shahsevans and Karadaghis. All bazaars, caravan 
sheds, and most of the houses haye been looted. Shahsevans have demanded of ‘the 
vico-constl surrondor to them of three persons who have taken up*their quarters in 
consulate compound, It is feared that consulate may be subjected to an attack by 
theso nomads, and that sunall consulate guard, consisting of one sotnia of Cossacks, 
will not be able to withstand an assault, In view of sitch circumstances, in addition 
to theso one battalion of infantry, two sotnia of Cossacks, with two guns and detachment 
of engineers, have heen sent to Ardebil already ; another column of sufficient strength 
is heing dispatched thither in order, should occasion arise, to take decisive action 
‘ygainst these nomads,” 





[40695] No. 103, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 5.) 

(No. 473.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. 

YOUR telegram No, 1324 of the 4th instant. 

I saw M. Isvolsky to-day and spoke to him on the subject of an advance to the 
Persian Government. He said that the Acting Minister of Finance and himself were 
already in communication on the ‘subject, and as soon as a decision was come to he 
promised to let me know. 


St, Petersbargh, November 5, 1909, 





[40696] No, 104. 


° 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received November 5.) 

(Telegraphic) P 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

Te SUATION at Ande 

T was informed to-day by M, Isvolsky that he felt. the greatest anxiety about the 
safety of the Russian consul and other Russians at Ardebil, ‘The Shahsevans wore 
demanding the surrender of the governor, mollabs, and other persons who had taken 
bast in the consulate. It was impossible to foresee what the consequences of this 
might be, as he was sure the consul would not, comply this demand, A. 
telegram dated two days ago was the last which hud been recoived from the consul, 
If a serious attack were made on the consulate, the sotnia of Cossacks at presont ab 
Ardebil would be quite insufficient to protect it, ‘There were 60 kilom, from Astara 
to Ardebil, and the first detachment of the relieving fores was torrive at the former 
to-morrow. ‘The Shahsevans had not curried out the engagements to which thoy had 
subscribed on account of various misdeeds, including the death of a Russian officer, 
and a severe punishment would be inflicted on them when a sufficiently large Russian 
force arrived 

M, Isvolsky said that if anything happened to the consul or to Russian subjects 
he would be severely blamed for temporising, a policy which was already being ascribed 
to English influence in some of the newspapers. ‘The Russian Government, in my 
opinion, have but one course left open to them, and that is to dispatch w force strony 
enough to suppress Rahim Khan's people and the Shahsevans ; and to discourage any 
steps which they consider essential for the restoration of tranquillity on their frontier 
and for the protection of their subjects would, it seems to me, be tnwise, 

M. Isvolsky reiterated his opinion that efforts to quell the disturbances on the 
part of the Persian Government would be futile; and he added that the punishment 
of the Shahsovans aud Rahim Khan by the Russians would bo to the advantage of 
the Persian Government if! these men, who were mere brigands, were disguising theit 
depredations under a pretence that their action was a political movement against tho 
new réginie. 


St, Petersburgh, November 5, 1909. 





(40690) No. 105, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.--(Received November 5.) 
(e710) 
(Welegraphic.) PB. 
ARDEBIL. 
I have received the following telegram from His Majesty's acting consul- 
general at Tabrees 


Tehran, November 5, 1909, 


“Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has ules) to my Russian colleague 


stating that it has been decided to increase the consular escort at Ardebil, and that the 
question of dispatching troops there is being discussed. 

“A most unfortunate impression would be caused if a force is sent, as it is 
generally believed that rebels have been incited by Russians, At Ardebil, besides, 
Russian military operations would be under no eontrol, for the restraining. iuiluence of 

», Which has to be counted with in ‘Tabreez, would be removed, 
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T told M, Poklewski that I thought the dispatch of troops, as distinct from a force 
sent substantially to reinforce the consular escort, would be unfortunate, and I 
endeavoured to induce him to discourage such a step, but he prefers to leave the 
question to his Government for independent decision, 





[40697] No. 106. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed November 5.) 


(No. 771.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
ARDEBIL, 
His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez telegraphs as follows :— 


“Ardobil has been occupied and plundered by shalsevans. Russian viee- 
consulate besieged by the rebels, who demand surreyder of certain bastis. Governor, 
Anjuman, and part of crowd haye taken refuge there. Russian vice-consul implores » 
immediate assistance, 

“Tt seoms inevitable that Russian troops will be sent. Sattar Khan has arrived 
in Tabreoz,"” 


Tehran, November 5, 1909. 





(40876, No. 107, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 772.) 
Pelographic.) P, 

POLICING of southern roads, 

After consideration of means to maintain security on the Bushire-Isfaban road, 
Major Cox and [ would recommend the following scheme :— 

lhe road to be patrolled in sections by a force of 600 roadguards raised locally, 
fended and organized by six officers, seconded by the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph 
In addition certain khans between Bushire and Shiraz, to be subsidized, 

wo recommend that 15,000, per annum be met by an additional tax, at the 

‘ian ports in the Gulf, of 10 per cent, on import and export. duties for ‘a given 
period, eg, three years. ‘Total cost of scheme ought not to exceed this sum. 

Tshould be glad to hear whether proposal meets with your general approval before 
Weilnesday next, when Major Cox is leaving ‘Tehr: 

‘The main objection to the employment of officers of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department under Bell's scheme would, in Barker's opinion, be removed in the modified 
form now under consideration, 

If tho proposal is necepted by His Majesty's Government, I presume that they will 
aascortain whether the Russian Government would raise any difficulty before T take 
action here, 

Russia is the only foreign Power, as we understand it, who has the right to do so , 
in the caso of the surcharge, but her imports are so insignificant in the Gulf ports, that 
she should not make any objection. 

As it may be presuimed that the illegal dues that are now levied and the present 
inoreased rates for transport will cease, there appears to be no ground for discontent on 
the part of our trade, 

The road guards would be subject not to the Minister of War, but to the Minister 
of the Interior. Russia would, I think, view with less suspicion assistance given by us 
to the latter than to the former department, and it would probably be less caleulated 
to induce her to profit by our measure in order to take similar steps in the north of 
Porsia, 


‘Tehran, November 6, 1909. 


simultaneously to make k 
solicit our eo: 
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[39194] No. 108. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 152) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Novenber 6, 1909. 

HAVE received your despatch No. 182 of the Ist ultimo respecting the attitude 
of the Bakhtiari chiefs towards His Majesty’s Government, and I approve the action 
which you proposed to take in reminding the Sardar Assad and the Sardar Amhtasham 
of the friendly messages conveyed to them last year. 

His Majesty's Government consider that it is important to retain the friendship of 
the Khans, and you should not ceaso to watch their disposition in this matter carefully. 

Tam, &, 
B, GREY, 





[40882] No. 109. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
(No. 571.) 
Sir, St, Petershurgh, October 26, 1900, 

I ASKED M. Sazonow to-day what was his nows from Atdebil. He said that it 
was very bad, and that Sattar Khan was in such straits that he was contemplating 
seeking Russian protection, which would be a curious result after his former attitude, 
M. Sazonow added that the Russian Government could not. send any troops to Ardebil, 
as fifteen days would elapse before they could arrive. ‘They had therefore informed 
the Persian Government that they would hold them responsible for any losses or 
damages which might be caused by the refractory tribes. He observed that throwing 
the responsibility for possible events on the Persian Government was perhaps an 
empty form, but it was the only course to take in the circumstances, said that T 
understood that the Persian Government were dispatching a foree to relieve Ardobil. 
He replicd that he was aware of this, but he did not anticipate that the Persian troops 
would be able to effect anything. Tasked whether the Russian authorities eould not 
speak words of wisdom to Rahim Khan and induce him to cease from his depredation 
M. Sazonow replied that the Russian doctor who had been treating Rahim, Khan had 
insisted on his remaining perfectly tranquil, but that the latter would not listen to any 

and had started off to head his marauding bands. M. Sazonow said that his 
latest news was that the Shalisovans and the Karadaghis were quarrelling botween 
each other, and possibly this would be of advantage in relieving the. situation, 
M, Sazonow added that he trusted no Russian lives would be lost, as then the Russian 
Governmeitt would have to take very serious notice of such an occurrence. Property 
pillaged or damaged could always be compensated, but if lives were lost the matter 
assumed a very different aspect. 

Thave, &e. 
‘A, NICOLSON, 





(40883) No. 110, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
No. 572.) 
St. Petersburgh, October 25, 1909. 

I TOLD 2. Sazonow that T had heard that somo Germans were nogoiating with 
Imam Kuli with respect to the Uramia navigation scheme, and it seemed to me that it 
behoved the Russians to endeavour to come to terms as speedily as possible with the 
Potsian concessionnnire and. thus forestall the Germans, M. Stzonow, said’ that 

ad been told to be very watchful, and would no doubt take the 
tops in the matter, He added that the Russian Government believed that 
transport concession, which had still fifty-five years to ran, might be 
as blocking any other concession for transport, and that it might be applied to the 
of the Urumia navigation. He admitted that’ the convession of Imam Kuli v 
to that of the Russians, I observed that I doubted if in that case his argument would 
hold, and that Imam Kuli was not seeking to part with his concession, but was 
endeavouring to obtain some partnership to work it with him. M. Sazonow said that 
he understood this, and that the Russians would do their utmost to come to terms with 
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Imam Kuli If they failed, the Russian Government could always prevent the import 
into Persia of the necessary matériel, and thus render the concession valueless T 
remarked that such a proceeding would be rather arbitrary, and might give rise to 
complications. Moreover, perhaps the matériel could be imported by a rotite other 
than through Russian territory. He said that this would not be possible. I pointed 
out to M. Sazonow that I feared that the activity of the Germans might not remain 
limited to the concession which we were discussing, but might be extended to other 
spheres. For instance, in the financial straits of the Persian Government the Jatter 
might apply to Germany for funds, M. Sazonow replied that this would be contrary 
to the formal declaration made by Count Quadt, he thought last. year, that Germany 
or the German Bank would not furnish financial assistance to Persia. I said that 1 
id not recall such a declaration, but, even if it bad been made, it did not preclude the 
Persian Government from applying to German financiers other than the bank. 

azonow sitid that he was fully alive to the dangers of German activity, but that he 
was sure that M. Poklewsky would be very watchful. Isaid that I did not doubt for a 
moment that he would be, but, to my mind, the endeavours of the Germans to get 
their hand into Persia should, if possible, be frustrated, 

I re, ke, 
- NICOLSOD 





(40884) No. 111. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
(No, 573.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, October 

‘THE Persian Minister, Isaak Khan, called on mo this evenin, 
believed that he was transferred to the legation at Rome, He said it would be a quiet 
post, and out of the turmoil of Anglo-l Persian politics. I asked him why he 
had beet transferred. He said that the present Persian Government considered that 
he was too Russophil, I Ked that even if he were it could hardly be considered 
‘an olfence, He said that he was charged with having been the means of inducing the 
Russian Government to dispatch troops to Tabreez. told him that this charge would 
not hold water, as the which had led the Russian Government to send a force 
to Tabr nily well known, He said. that he was also accused of havin 
suggested to the Russian Government to arrest at Tiflis a brother of Taki Zadeh, while 
ho had known nothing of the matter until the arrest had occurred, and that he had 
used his utmost endeavours to procure the man’s deportation to Persia, which he had 
eventually succeeded in ob Tasked him whether he had any news of interest 
from Tehran. He said that he feared that the new Medjliss would be very much like 
the first, with the difference that the mullahs would have no influence at all. The 
oxtrome parties would be in the majority, and would, he feared, commit many foolish 
acts, ‘The Nasr-ul-Mulk, he said, should be now in Tehran, hut he doubted if he 
would have the strength of purpose to master the situation, and that the whole 
Goyernment would be under the extreme parties largely influenced by the Caucasian 
revolutionaries, He was sorry to hear from his friends that an anti-English feeling was 
being promoted among the deputies, and, though it had not made much headway at 
present, he feared that it might grow, especially as some were advocating that_an 
understanding should be arrived at with Germany, It was considered, he was told, 
that Germany alone was able to induce the Russian Government to withdraw their 
troops from Persia, and thavif advances were made to Germany she might be persuaded 
to put prossuro on St. Petersburgh with the above object. 

Thave, &. 
A. NICOLSON, 





(40891) No. 1 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—{ Received November 8.) 
(No. 584.) 
Sir, Si. Petersburgh, October 31, 1909. 

1 ASKED M. Isvolsky yesterday whether he had received any recent news from 
Ardebil, He replied that alfiirs werd most unsettled there, but that there were about 
100 Cossac! e town who would, he hoped, be able to protect the lives of the 
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consul and other Russian subjects, but they were hardly sufficiently numerous to safec 
fuard the property of the latter. I remarked that: the Persian Government were 

iastening up troops to relieve the situation, M. Isvolsky was incredulous as to the 
Persian forces being able to afford any material assistance ; and he informed me that he 
had made the Persian Government responsible for all losses and injury which might 
occur to Russian subjects. 

His Excellency said that the mixed council or committee who dealt with Persian 
afliirs had come to the decision in principle to withdraw practically all the troops from 
Kazvin, leaving merely fifty or stxty. Conamoks there ty a consalar guard. Other 
Cossack detachments would be left at Resht. and Enzeli, but the total number of all 
these three contingents would not exceed a regiment of Cossacks. ‘The rest of cho 
troops would be brought back to Russia. He was telegraphing to M. Poklewaky to 
inform the Persian Government of this decision, and to explain that they would 
doubtless see in it a sign of the good-will of Russia and of her desire not to cause any, 
embarrassment to the Shuh’s Government, At the same time, M, Poklowsky was to 
warn the Persian Government that if in the future events were to occur which would 
compel the Russian Government to. send troops back to Persia, the. measures which 


would then be taken would be on a larger scale and of more serious import than was 
recently the case. 


ether; bub, as Russia was giving a 
‘ory disposition, the Persian Government 
said, be glad if His Majesty's Government 


an colleague, and to advise 
the Persian Government to be amenable and conciliatory. 


Tsaid that I was quite sure that His Majesty's Government would do what was 
possible in facilitating a good understanding between the Russian aud Persian 
Governments, 

M. Isvolsky remarked that he would very shortly publish the measure on which 
the Russian Government had decided, aud he ‘expected to be the object of attacks in 
the press for his undue deference towards British wishes and for his weak defence of 
Russian interests, 

1 have, &e, 
A. NICOLSON, 


PS. Nocenber 1.—The following article has appeared to-day officially in the 
“Rech 

“The Imperial Government, deeming it unnecessary under present conditions to 
maintain in Kazyin any longer the column dispatched thither in June last, have decided 
to recall to Russia the greater part of that force, retaining in Pessa only thy Labinaky 


Cossack Reg nt, which forms part of the column. lalf a sotnia of this regiment: 
ill remain at Kazvin as « guard to the Russian consulate in that town, and the 
remain portion of the regiment will be quartered in Resht or Enzeli, in order to 
strengthen the consulate guard there. 
“Should the future course of events again necessitate the reinforcement ot this 
nillitary foree, the Russian Government will not delay in taking the necessary 
measures.” 


AN, 





(40893) 5 No, 113, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 


, St, Petersburgh, November 2, 1909, 

LHAVE the honour to transmit copy of an aide-mémoire which L gave M. Isvolsky 

in regard to the question of the agency of the Société du Tombac in the Gulf porta, 

hased on Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No. 760. I am atraid that my knowledge of the 

question is a little hazy, as I have not the memorandum mentioned in the telegram 

rom Bushire, but I trust that my aide-mémoire correctly gives the substance of what 
iss] x 
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ia required, and that the reply of the Russian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, copy of 
which is enclosed, adequately mieets the wishes of His Majesty’s Government. 
Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSO! 


Inclosure 1 in No. 113. 
Aide-ménoire communicated to M. Isvolsky by Sir A. Nicolson. 


LE Ministtre Impérial a sans doute regu du Ministre de Russie 2 Téhéran 
certaines explications au sujet de la prochaine expiration du contrat dévolu aux 
bateaux russes de la part de In Société du ‘Tombac & Constantinople Il paratt 
désirable que les deux Gouvernements tAchent. d'éviter que le dit contrat passe entre 
Jes mains de tierces personnes, et que les deux ambassades & Constantinople soient 
munies instructions de faire les démarches qui leur paraissent les plus aptes afin de 
ardor In contrat ov dans Jes mains des détenteurs actuels ou de le faire transférer & 
les compagnies anglaises. Dans co but le Gouvernement britannique propose que 
Ambassadeur russe & Constantinople fasse son possible de faire renouveler le contrat 
de Vagence russe ct que l'Ambassadeur britannique tiche d'acquérir Je contrat pour 
une agence anglaise dans le cas ott I renouvellement précité n'aura pas lieu. 

es instructions ont été envoyées d Sir G. Lowther de coopérer aveo son colldgue 
de Russie dans le sens susindiqué, ot Ambassade britannique se permet de proposer’ au 
Ministhro Impérial Penvoyor de poreiles instructions & M. ‘Teharg kof 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 17 (80) octobre, 1909, 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 113. 
Aide-mdmoire communicated to Sir A. Nicolson by M. Isvoisky. 


AYANT été saisi_ par son Ministre & Téhéran de Vaffaire de la Société du Tombac 
4 Constentinople, mentionnée dans Vaide-mémoire de l'Ambassude de la Grande 
Brotagne on date du 17 (30) octobre courant, le Ministdre Impérial des Affaires 
Herangdres n'a pas manqué d'inviter par télggraphe VAmbassadeur de Russie & 
Constantinople d'sppuyer les démarches de son colldgite britannique par rapport & la dite 
affuive, 
SaintsPélersbourg, le 19 octobre 
(At novembre), 1909, 





(40894) No, 114. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
(No, 587.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, November 2, 1909, 
DESPITE the apprehensions of M. Isvolsky, the Russian. ‘press, so far'as it has 
noticed the subjeot, has received the news of the withdrayral of Russian troops. from 
Kazvin with equanimity. ‘To take two extremes, the “Novoe Vremya” and the 
‘Bourse Gazette.” The former journal relates the incidents andl causes which led up to 
the dispateh of Russian troops, and states thit the presenes of the Russian troops has been 
beneficial to Persin and the Persians, By withdrawing the troops from the interior of 
the country, and merely stationing a reg of Cossicks on the Caspian littoral, the 
Russian Government ‘havo given a proof of the scrupulous manner in which they 
observe conventions aud even unilateral promises. A European country, neighbouring 
to Russia, having, on the mandate of Europe, occupied two provinees for the restoration 
of law and order, ended by annexing them, notwithstanding the protests of their 
i ts. Russia having restored tranquillity in a country quits it of her own 
upon her own initiative and with the geiwral regret of the population, ‘The 
“ Noyoe Vromya” presumes that no amount of subtlety will extinguish this difference 
of political morality: By a withdrawal of her troops Russia has given to Persia a 
proof of the genuineness of her friendship; and by quittmg Persia on the frst 
possible occasion she has shown her confidence in the capability of the Persian 
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Government to grapple with the situation with her own resourees. ‘The Nationalists, 
who so recently suspected Russia of aggressive designs, now receive at her hands 
‘ pacified region, while other portions of Persia, which do not concern Russia, are 
stil in a hopeless state of unrest’, Whether the Natonaliate gil give Russia credit for 
her action the near future will show. The Russian troops carried out duties 
appertaining to the Persian Government, who were not in a position to protect 
foreigners, and by their protection of commerce they saved the local population from 
ruin, ‘The question of compensation to Russia for the expenses which she incurred 
naturally coife to one’s mind, buv apparently no one is raising the point. The * Novos 
‘Vremya” presumes that the Russian Government acted on the reports of their agents 
that comparative order had been restored, and that there was a possibility of the 
Persian Government maintaining order without assistance, ‘Che diplomatic agents have 
not always judged the situation accurately, and the journal expresses the hope that the 
Government have verified their reports. “The Government: evidently foresee the pussi- 
bility of a recrudescence of trouble, which would necessitate the dispatch of another 
columu, If such an event were to occur it would then be shown that the Government 
had teen too optimistic, and had not properly judged the conditions of the existing 
situation. 

‘The “Bourse Gazette” says that the announcement of the withdrawal of the 
Russian troops will be read in Russia and abroad with complete satisfution, ‘The 
step would have been received with equal satisfaction in Persia if the Russian Govern: 
ment had not added that, in case of necessity, reinforcements would be dispatched, 
‘This portion of the announcement is infelicitous, as Persia will feel that there is a class 
master at her side, and the new Government and the Medjliss may regard the latter 
part of the communiqué as a threat. 

Meanwhile, it may be supposed that Russia will not abandon her interests and the 
protection of her subjects in Persia, It can scarcely be doubted that the dispatch of 
the troops was not an urgent necessity, and it is searcely likely that a similar necessity 
will arise in the future unless a counter-revolution takes place in Persia similar to that 
which occurred in Turkey ayainst national freedom, But even in that case Ruasia would 
not stand on the site of the enemies of the Persian people. 

Thave, &e, 
‘A. NICOLSON. 





[40898) No. 115. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 


St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1909. 
1 HAVE the honour to report that the “ Official Messenger to-day, publishes the 
following communiqué in regard to the situation at Ardebil 


Taking advantage of the unrest and total collapse of authority in Porsia, the 
restless elements of the notorious tribe of Shahsevans, wandering near the Caucasus 
frontier, have of Inte repeatedly made raids into the Persian district of Ardebil, adjacent 
to the Caucasus. In the summer of this year they advanced close to the town of 
Ardebil, and for some time caused a complete cessation of goods traffic along the 
Astar-ArdebilTabreez. road by their brigandage and pillaging; and in consequence 
of this an enormous accumulation of our merchandise, destined for the internal markets 
of Persia, was formed at the port of Astrakan, 

Owing to the measures adopted by our consulates at Tabreez and Ardebil, at the 
end of August (0,) several carayans, with the goods which had accumulated, atieeeeded 
in passing along the route specified, under escort of Russian Cossacks. At tho samo 
time the Shahsevans commenced to move off towards their encampments, 

However, as early as the beginning of October (0.8.), rumours arose of a fresh 
expedition of these nomads into Ardebil; and, further, this raid acquired a certain 
political character through the co-operation of the Karadaghis, under the leadership of 
Rahim Khan, who is kuown in connection with the siege of Tabreez, ‘Tho Shahsevans 
and Karadaghis were ostensibly advancing in defence of Moliammed Al hroned 
Shah, and with the intention of abolishing the Persian Coustitutio view of the 

ed in Ardebil, the governor-general of Azerbaijan ordered the 
known Sattar Khan to proceed from Tabreez to Ardebil with a column of his 
fedais. He was at the same time instructed to restore order in Ardebil and 10 take 





78 


measures for curbing the license of the local fedais, who for the most part come ffom. 
the Caucasus. Upon his arrival at this town, Sattar first of all attempted to disarm 
and banish from the town all Caucasians, but this attempt met with no success, At 
the same time the Shahsevans and Karadaghis were approaching Ardebil, pillaging 
mercilessly the villages on route, ‘The greater part of Sattar Khan's fedais deserted 
their leader and returned to Tabreez. 

On the 12th (25th) October, Rahim Khan, with the Shahsevans, entered Ardebil 
itself and engaged in a fight with the few defenders of the town. Sattar Khan, with the 
govornor, shut himself up in the citadel, leaving the town to its fate. Latest informa- 

ion is to the effect that Sattar Khan fled to Serab, half-way to Tabréez, where he is 
now, apparently, surrounded by Shahsevans who persistently demand his surrender, 


lebil for some time yet, 

At the same time the Russian consul at Ardebil has at his disposal only onesotnia of 
Cossacks with two machine guns, and in order to avoid the risk of splitting up this 
small foreo for the protection of the dwellings and offices of Russian subjects in 
quarters of the town, the consul proposed that all Russian, subjects should coll 
one place under the prot of the consulate guard, leaving their property 
houses. Tho Russian Minister in ‘Tehran was to hold the Pei overnment respon 
sible for the value of such property, as also for all losses. generally suffered by Russian 
subjects, Simultaneously, the acting consul-general at Tabreez informed Rahim Khan 
that responsibility for the safety of Russian subjects is laid personally on him. ‘The 
‘above-mentioned proposal of the vice-consul at Ardebil could not be carried out owing 
tothe fact that the local in fearing for their lives, hastened to conceal them: 
solves in the houses of I subjects, thereby preventing the latter from leaving 
thoir homes. At the same time the Shahsevans and Karadaghis were heavily 
bombarding the citadel, d next to our consulate, which was therefore in the 
sphere of firo, 

In view of such a situation, and of the undoubted danger threatening our vico- 
consul and Russian subjects, the Russian Government have taken measures for the 

nmediate reinforcement of the consulate guard at Arebil by any portion of the troops 
the adjoining military district of the Cancasus, as the arrival at Ardobil of any 
portion of the Russian columns at ‘Tabreez or Kazvin would require much more time. 
Thaye, &e, 
‘\. NICOLSON 





[40900) No, 116. 


Sir A, Nicolson to sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
No. 595.) 


7 ‘St, Petersburgh, November 4, 1009. 


" T HAVE the honour to report that the “ Novoe Vremya” and “ Bourse Gazette” 


both publish to-day interesting articles on the situation in Persia, of which the following 
is « summary -— 


‘The “ Novoo Vremya” observes that the official communiqué published yesterday 
ich T had the honour to forward in my despatch No, 693 of the rd November), 


It scarcely satisty Russian public opinion. After the end of August (0.8) when the 
Astara-Ardebil road was opened for a few caravans under escort of Russian Cossacks, 
the Shabsevans retired into the depth of Persia, evidently imagining that the Russian 
troops had decided to put an end to their lawlessness, But the Russians proferred to 
rest. on their cheaply enrned laurels, aud the Shalisovans, with thett allies the Karadaghis, 
‘ugain appeared under Ardebil. Then, owing to the inability of the Persian Government 

th the situation from lack of funds, Russian troops and the moral authority 
nd to he resorted to again, It was no news to the Persian Government 
that they would be held responsible for-the inviolability: of Russian subjects in 
as they had already ned of this by the Russian Ministe 
representatives have at once find: two authorities whom they can make responsible 
r loss of Russian life or property, for the Russian eonsul at Tabreez bi 
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warned Rahim Khan. The Persian Government, however willing to meet the Russian 
representatives half-way, were helpless, while Rahim Khan answered by bombarding 
Ardebil. Only then did the Russian Government decide to despatehi troops. Perhaps 
they will arrive in time, and perhaps they will only be in time to perform the funeral 
rites over Russian subjects Sra ave RM iene a foreign quarrel, and be able to 
agitate for compensation for losses sustained by the survivors. Te stands to reason 
that such a course of action is not in the true interests of Russia nor in accordance: 
with her dignity and her rights in Persia. There is no doubt that the intentions of 
the Persian Government are excellent, but they are powerless, and it is useless to ask 
of them that which they cannot perform. One cannot demand the impossible. Common 
sense ridicules verbal and written representations under the present conditions, Russian. 
subjects require that tlicir lives and their property should be defended—not law-suits - 
after their death. Under these circumstances Russia must, assume the responsibility 
for the entire protection of the lives of her subjects. ‘The despatch of a small column 
to Tabreez and Kazvin immediately brought about a complete restoration of order anda 
return to normal conditions of life. The despatch of a force to Ardebil will hay the 
same results, It is only to be regretted that this—the only sensible or possible decision — 
was not tiken much earlier, : 
Persia is passing through a tragic period of absolute anarchy, The authority of the 
v ts but in name, ‘There isa Shah, but his place is taken by a Regent. 
ij it has not met, ‘There is a Senate, but there are only. 
dark rumours as to its activities. ‘There is a pasteboard Government, but there is no 
real Government. We should make a great mistake if we were to act for Ral ui Kahn 
against Ephrem, the head of the police at ‘Tehran, or for Ephrem against Rahim. But 
we ead have fallen into an unpardonable error if we had left. Russi n subjects to the 
mercy of fate, It is al tous how the struggle between Ephrem and Rahim ends, 
but the fate of Russian subjects is far from being a matter of indifference. European 
ations about national sovereignty do not in any way apply to the conditions of 
Asiatic life, and the nominal Persian Government has’ no tse except as a convenient 
address for diplomatic representations, It is not in a position to be really answerable fr 
its acts ; and whether wo or not we must defend ourselves by stich means as will 
guar he safety of Russians and other foreigners We imagine that the order 
for the withdrawal of the Russian troops from Kazvin has been annulled in view of the 
fresh circumstances which have arisen. We hope that the consular (ese at Ardebil 
will be strengthened sufficiently to ensure that brigandage and pillage shall cease 
automatically. We presume also that Persia and not Russia will have to defray the 
enormous expenses connected with the dispatch of more Russian columns for the 
f restoring law and order and preventing the ruin of the Persian population, 
: palling us to take upon ourselves the obligation of pacifying, if 
not administering the aan provinces near the Russian frontier. ‘This, however, does: 
not mean that we ure bound to impose special taxes on the Russian peasant to defiay 
thi expenses of thiscivilicig mimion, ‘the Russian “oops will astete oftes ial exis, 
and it is evident that Persia is bound to take upon herself all expenses in this 


th humiliating and expensive, and is 
is fur from being tranquil internally, The present 
Persian Government undoubtedly means well, but is helpless, ‘The only real panacea is 
4 loan to Persia on conditions which would ensure the guarantee of a foreign Govern- 
[1684] 
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ment, and enable that Govi 


. 4 fe uid ive 
internal pacification, a leae aa 


ing this loan could surely 
ly have anything against 
raised, nor could they, in 
doubt Russia's good faith 
but the possibility and 
ief trouble and the main 


Thave, &e, 
A. NICOLSON. 





[41423] Yo. 117. 


No. 191) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Rdwavd Grey.—(Received November 1.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 15, 1909, 

prepared by Mr. Acting Vice- 
journey from Tehran to Enzeli 


T HAVE the honour to transmit « memorandu 
Consul Cowan, who accompanied the ex-Shah on. his 
48 representative of his Majesty's legation 

The journey was made without any hiteh, and Tam Sappy to be 


Mr. Cowan's relations with his Russia oll 
long 
excellent throughout. aye ee 


able to report that 
h the Russian officers were 


Thave, &e. 


G. BARCLAY, 
——————— ae 
Inclosure in No, 117. 


Memorandum by Acting Vice-Consul Cowan, 


AN obedience to, His Majesty's Minister's instructions, accompanied the ex-Sha 
oa his journey. from Tehran to Enya, as rereaontatie ofthe Baa teen eae 
Russian legation was represented by M, Nikrassow, consul attached to che legate, 

Mohammad Ali Mirza, the ex-Shah, left Zenguendeh for Enzeli 
9th September, He was necompanted by the ex-Quece sat atee AUR ee 
by 120 Persian Cossacks under a Russian. offices, by thre Indian comune from the 
British legation and three Russian Cossacks from the Russian legation Dre vikets 
Prty was under tho charge of Captain Khobaiel,aide-de-camp to the ox-Sbal 

Besides tho immediate suite, the following also took this spport a 
country : Bahadur Jan, his brother and nepheres 
Muvvale taneh, Arshad-ed-Dowleh, anid Ba y 

Owing to the bad condition of 
Government, progress was very. slo 
28th September, ‘The journey was 
tho presence of two men iu the unit 


ian 
the 

if, he ony incident worth recording b 
a nk ms of gholams of the Russian legation in the eu 
of Auir Bahadur, ‘The representative of that legation, MI. Nikrasove iametionse 
ace investigations, ae w result of which it was apparent. that these sen mar coy 
Wea aareants of the Russian legation, ‘They stated that they had. been proeuled 
Trey Sholame’ uniforms by M, Baranowski in order to escort Amie Bahadur'sodeeey 
© inion. Me Nilrwssow wns, very indignant, aud ordered them to nive 

ns While he telegraphed’ for orders. -M. Sabline confirmed M." Bera 
seri, mul tothe anneyango of MM Nikrusow, who stated that he bad 
sanction such an action, The unitor jowever, given bac omen a 
hore the Tay eanty, eee wnms ver, however, given luck to the ne 

The ex-Shah was throughout very cheerful, but somew 
ready pleased hy. an equestrian display given by the Ruse 
Lis regiment supplied w sotnia to, aceon to Enzel 
the road for the party were very. i 

Upon urviving at Enzelt 


f ‘methods in clearing 
| even if somewhat overbearin z 


Ws decided to give the ex-Shah a preliminary taste of 
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sailing before finally embarking bim. Acoordingly on the 29th September a short visi 
was paid to the “Skobeleff,” the ship upon which His ex-Majesty was to travel. He 
was very much afraid, and clung hard to Captain Khobaielf and M, Nikeassow, ‘The 
next day, however, he was full of courage and encouraged the Queen, though he still 
clutched Captain Khobaieff by the arm. He departed finally on the 30th September 
ab 3-45 Pat, 

Amir Bahadur and those with him had lefton the preceding njght, Amir Bahadur 
though outwardly cheerful, was hurt on account of the little notice which, the exShah 
took of him. Indeed, he hardly spoke a word to him during the whole journey. 

In conclusion, I should like to express my high appreciation of my” Russian 
colleague, M. Nikrassow, who acted throughout with a straightforwarduess and loyalty: 
which left nothing to be desired. 

N. P, COWAN. 


(40994) No, 118. 
Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 


No. 198. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 18, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, with reference to my telegram No, 745 of the 
Ist October, copy of an interesting despatch from Mr, Acting Consul-General Smart on 
the subject of German activity in Azerbaijan, Ihave read this despatch with certain 
omissions to my Russian colleague, who said he entirely agreed with Mr, Smart as to the 
shortcomings of the representative ofthe Russian trading houses at‘Tabresy and that he 
had already reported that better men were needed to combat German competition, 

M, Poklewsky had alteady received from his consul-general intelligence of the 
spinning factory to be worked by German engineers, and had spoken to Count Quadt 
on this subject and regarding the Urmia Lake Navigation enterprise, Count Quadt 
appeared to be unfamiliar with these matters, but said that he knew that Herr 
Schiinemann, the German consular agent at Tabreez, was a man of much commercial 
activity. 

M. Pallavaky; a fal live to tnoiapanatoelof preventing Geran participation 
in Imam Kuli Miiza's Urmia Lake Navigation concession, 1 reported in my telegrau 
No, 706 of the Sist August that Mx, Stevens had written to Imam Kuli Mirza at 
Sujbulak in regard to his alleged intention of associnting Germans in the enterprise 
provided he failed to obtain the co-operation of Mr, Stevens. Imam Kuli Mirza replied 
in eyasive terms, and Mr, Smart tells me that the German consular agent has announced 
ing to Sujbulak at an early date, It is not unlikely that this is for 

purpose of negotiating with Imam Kuli Mirza, and it thus behoves the Russian 
Road Company to come to terms with the latter without delay. Unfortunutely the 
company is reluctant to allow the participation of Mr, Stevens even as paid manager, 
and it is more than doubtful whether without Mr. Stevens) co-operation in some 
form or another Imam Kuli Mirza will admit. the Russians to any share of tho enter 
prise. Should the road company manager and the secretary of the Russian consulate: 
general, whose mission to Sujbulak was reported in my telegram No. 745 of the 1st 
October, fail to come to an arrangement with Imam Kuli Mirza, M. Poklowsky will be 
repared to recommend that the company ahould compromise by the adtssion af 
Ife Steven in wich (ors an tlrendes Hupean parti jation acceptable to Imam Kuli 

Mirza, 
T have, &e, 
G, BARCLAY. 


Tnclosure in No. 118. 


Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay. 
81) 
ir, «, Tabrees, October 3, 1900, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 190 of the doth ultimo, I have the honour to 
submit the following report on German activity in Azerbaijan :— 


In the spring of 1908 a Tabreez merchant, Agha Rahim Kazvinli, went to Berlin to 
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negotiate the purchase of machinery for a cotton-spinning factory at Tabreez, He 
finally effected the purchase, through the Berlin firm of Jordan and Berger, on ver 
advantageous terms, ‘The purchase-money was deposited in the Deutsche Banks, and it 
‘was stipulated in the contract that the money should not be paid over before the fictory 
had been installed at Tabreez for six months and worked sa ‘The German 
chinery when 
ness of ‘repa 


risks of such an enter 
Rubin, have aroused si 


‘apparently intended for the late Shah, which porhaps explains the 
the Russian Government, But T am ata loss to understand why the Russian Govern 
ment should have accorded fieilities fir the passage in transit of the 1m: y. 
Tunderstund that the Russian customs duties remitted anounted to 40,000 roubles 
Agha Rahim went ty St, Petersburgh and arranged the matter through thi 
Minister, with the help of Sund-ed-Dowleh, then Foreign Ministe 

were also exempted from Persian customs dues, 


facilities accorded by 


Persian 


ild 

y in Tabreex for the 

There is obviously very close 

ti ween this company and Agha Rahim’s business, and it is suspected that 

a an factors Is contemplated I have been unable to obtain any proof eonfteming this 

suspicion. ‘The nominal eapital of the Compagnie allemande is 28,000 tomans, divided 

into 28 shares of 1,000 tomans each ; of these, MM. Schiinemann and Mossig. hold 7, 

amd 21 Persians cach hold 1 share, ‘The Persian shareholders, who have already 

subscribed 250 tomans each of their respective shares, are on the whole sound traders. 

Some o ian shareholders have approached the governor-general with a view 

Haining the oneassion of the road to the Unni Lake Mamgha. T do not know 
her M. Schiinemann hus anything to do with this proposal, ‘The governor. 

¥ cold water on the schomo,- We Ee Ong 

There are at. present three engineers, one Aust 


ian, and two Germans, and others 
expected. I do not know how they w 


sxpoote -y will be divided up between the two concerns, 
The Geemans are, undoubtedly, coveting the Urmi Lake i 


‘The German consular agent is, T think, working to. seem 
Iman Ky nig that, to get the concession ti 
huominally Persian Company, backed to some extent by German capital and staffed by 


Gormans, nan engi who runs the one vessel now on the lake, serv 
i C Fe, Serves us 
isofidl agent for Mr, Sehiine 


‘The Gorman legution hus transmitted to Mr, Schiinemann, a 

the first clus of the Kronenorden, for presentation to Mukliber-es-Sultanch, The 

governor-genomal inlomed ime that’ this decoration was aovonded two wee age ce 

conneetion with the German Bank negotiations, but that for various reasons the 
arrussed and wants to 
formed Mr. S 


man decoration, 


he was a 
ist Ru 


he opinion tl \ seek to create an interest in Persia to barter 
ie ovontnally with Euland and Tussia for advantages elsewhere, He sid, however, 
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that he did not attach much importance to the German danger, He assured me that, 
when he was in Berlin, Baron von Rosen, who is a personal friend of his, had told him 
explicitly that Germany had not enough interests in this part of Asia to make it 
worth her while to quarrel with other Powers about Persia, and that Persia must 

ig to England and Russia, Ithink Mokhber-es-Saltaneh, inspite of his previous 
pro-German record, is sincere in this ease, He has Tearnt’mush during. his year of 
exile, 


E-must be bore in mind that the Persiany aro now naturally requiring foreign 
assistance for their enterprises, not so much in capital as in commercial and technical 
experience, Without a doubt they would prefer to assorinto Englishmen with them 
selves, but that is now out of the question in Azerbaijan, ‘The traditional Persian 
idea that the French are very pleasunt people, but not to Le taken seriously, renders 
them averse to seeking assistance in France, ‘They will not work with the Russians, in 
whom they have no confidence whatever. ‘Theroforo, by an almost natural process of 
exhaustion they turn to the Germans, Agha Rahim Kazvinli whose commercial credit, 
is excellent, belongs to this second class, 

‘The English, with the immense moral influence they now enjoy in Azerbaijan, and 
their high commercial reputation, could, but for the Anglo-Russian agreoment, with 
comparati drive the Germans out, But, with the existonce of the agreement, 
the task of resisting the Germans devolves on the Russians, Iv must be confessed that 
the Russians are very badly organised to meet German competition, In the south 
G cers have to struggle against some English business men, who are not 

he natives and who work in harmony with their consuls, 


Moreover, the Russians here are in no sense 
of the word business men, and they are disunited, ‘The eonsilate-general, the bank, and 
the road company, generally act independently of one another, often against one another, 
As a typical instanc neohierence, 1 may mention that Mr, Miller learnt from mo 
first that the rad compan tinting with Imam Kuli Mirza regarding the 
Uri Lake navigation. Of course the natural advantages of Russia are such us to 
ensure her commercial predominance in Azerbaijan, but, unless her men on the spot 
alter their methods, she may eventually find Germany a thorn in her side, At present 
they do not seem to attach imuch im, 

Another pro-German influence to be reckoned with is Turkey, Probably the Turks 
would like to see a strong German interest established in Azerbaijan as a barrier to 
Russian penetration, For instayes, in view of their forward policy around Urii, i 
aust be question of vital importanes to chan that thy Take should not be undor 
Russian control. Presumably, therefore, the ‘Turks would be very glad to see the 
Germans established on the Tike: 

‘he foregoing remarks are not intended to apply so much to the actual cases 
before us.as to the more remote question of the possibility of German penetration in 
Azerbaijan. It may be that their present activity 1s only spasmodie and not part of a 
definite camp The most hopeful feature ig the important part the German 
consular agent appears to be playing in this activity. ‘The Germans have now to be 
weighed by the natives in the balances in which the Germans were found wanting, 
M. Schiinemann, in the long run, is not, likely: to inspire the natives with much conli- 
dence in German methods. Moreover, it is difficult to take M, Schiinemann and his 
friends seriously, and it has yet to be shown that anything more earnest is behind these 
rather crude enterprises. However, whether these enter 
or not it would be unwise to leave them unheeded, 
effectively prevent the Germans from gaining a footing here, if such is their intention, 
Tdoubt, however, whether the Russians are capable of such'an effort. If the German 

(1681) Y} 
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danger ever becomes a reality in this part of the Russian sphere, it is not unlikely 
that the Russians will be compelled to turn to us for help to resist their energetic 
competitors, 
Thave, & 
W. A. SMART, 





{40969} No. 119. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8) 


(No, 475.) 
(elezraphic.) Hn clair. 
ARDEBIL. 
Tnformation has reached here that the Shahsevans have plundered a great number 
of houses and shops, of which many belong to Russian subjects, but that they have as 
yet not attacked the consulate, 
(Sent to Tehran.) 


St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1909. 





(41256) No. 120. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Keceived November 9.) 
(No, 478.) 
(Telographic.) P, St, Petersburgh, November 9, 1909, 

PLEASE see my telogram No, 473 of the 5th instant:’ Advance to Persian 
Government, 

F earn to-day that the Russia Government are prepared to participate in the 
advance to the Porsian Government, and that the Russian Minister at Tohran has 
already beon instructed in that sense, Instructions have been sent to him at the samo 
tine to try to obtain the concession to the Roud Company of the navigation on Take 

rumia. 

I learn from M. svolsky that, as at present proposed, Mx, Stevens will be 
indemnified when the concession is granted, 





(41257) No. 121. 


x Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey, (Received November 9.) 
(No. 479.) 
(Polographic,) P, St, Petersburgh, November 9, 1909. 
‘THE, remforcoments for Ardebil have arrived.. 1 gather that no action is to be 
taken against the Shatsevans, as no Russian lives have been lost, though Russian 
interests suffered during the pillage, ‘Che Russian force will preserve order in the 
town, and if the Persian troops arrive no lighting will be allowed in the town, though, 
formed by M. ¥» thoy may fight the Shahsevans anywhere else. — His 
also told me that Rahim Khan, who had reached Sarab, had proclaimed his 
intention of marching on 'Teluran with a force of Karadaghis and Shahsevans combined, 
aid I could only consider this an ompty threat. M. Tsvolsky adinitted that it might 
bo so, but Rabiim Khan sould perhaps follow the example of the Bakhtiaris, and; in 
those cireunstances, a witha issian forces warrisoning Kazvin would be 
unsafe. 1 Announcement, which is due, I think, to press attacks on the 
Russian Government's weak and tomporising policy, is annoying. 





(41368) No. 122. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 10.) 
(No. 773,) 
(Delegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 10, 1909, 

YPIUIM, formerly the movinyz spirit in the sipahdar's force, left Tehran some time 
ago for Ardebil in command, Minister for F informs me of nationalist 
Volunteers who, with Porsiaus, Cossacks, and Bakhtiaris, form a good nucleus‘ol a force 
of an expedition of 1,500 men, with two Maxims and four guns. 
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(41256) No. 123. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 480.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. ‘ 
Russian Government have informed Imperial Bank of Persia of their concurrence. 
Reference is to your telegram No. 768 of the 4th November and telegram No. 478 
of the 9th November from Sir A. Nicolson. 


Foreign Office, November 10, 1909. 





[41384] No, 124. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Ieceived November 11.) 
(No. 598.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, November 8, 1909, 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith translation of an article in the semi- 
official paper, the “‘Rossia,” relative to the situation in Persia, and to the meusures 
which have recently been taken by the Russian Government, Among other obserya- 
tions the “Rossia.” calls attention to the fact that, the withdrawal of the Russian 
column from Kazvin has only been decided on in principle, and that, “in accordance 
with the course of events, the realisation of this measure can be postponed,” I do not 
doubt that, unless some exceptional event occurs, the columu will be withdrawn in 
accordance with what. ML Iavolsky was good enough to inform this embassy, and also 
with what was officially published in the press, Moreover, as is justly argued in the 
article, “the presence of the Russian troops at Kazvin cannot” have any influence 
ron events in other parts of Persia, such as Khorasan, Astrubid, or 


T have, &e, 
‘A, NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in No. 124, 


Extract from the “ Rossia” of October 25 (November 7), 1909, 


(Transintion,) 
EVENTS at Ardebil and the dis ice of the 
on by all 


ps which 
ers in Pehran in 
the event of the arrival of the Nationalists and Bakhtiaris causing disorders, and thus 
endangering the European colony, Some papers see in th su contradiction, 
anid accuse the of inconsistency and wave Persian policy, All 
such deductions arv evidently based on a misunderstanding. 
Owing to the almost complete absence in Persia 
cation, separate parts of the country are to a gr 
the sphere of action of a column situated in any one 
somewhat inconsiderable radius wit 
every Persian 
any e whatever in other parts of Persi 
Ardebil, For the 
sent. Thus the 
cation along our 
supplies for Russians and 
Europeans livi ‘used by the troops of the 
exShah, Again, the Kazvin coluwn was destined to safevuard traflie along the 
Enzeli-Tehratt road, and if necessity should arise to march on Tehran for the defines of 
the European colony, But it is 
our troops in Kazvin could have ave 
on Andebil, inasmuch us the road f 
siderable military force ana 
within less than a fortnight. 
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The recall of each separate column from Persia, in part or in foto, obviously 
depends on the situation in the particular part of the country where it is stationed ; 
and if the Russian Government after a detailed discussion of the question at a special 
meeting of Ministers (including the Minister of War) decide that circumstances render 
the maintenance of troops in thisor that part of Persia superfluous, itis undoubtedly right 
that those troops should be recalled—more especially as the climatic conditions in Persia 
frequently alfect the health of the men, besides which such expeditions take the troops 
away from their regular drill, disorganise to some extent the military district of the 
Caiasus from whieli they are drawn, &¢. Moreover, according to our information, the 
recall of the Kazvin colutnn has been decided on in principle only, and has not yet been 
put into ¢ is evident that the realisation of this measure can be postponed, if 
the course of events requires it. Tt docs not by any means follow from what we have 
said above that the Government, while recalling one foree, could not be convinced at the 
Sams time that the despatch of a fresh column to another part of Persia was necessitated 
by a change in the situation, 

{Tt may also be asked how far the despateh of our troops to Ardebil is evoked by 
necessity, | In the “Novoe Vremya” apparently M. Menshikow denies this necessity, 


ind. considers our uction constitutes, on the one haud, interference in the internal 


alaits of Persia on behalf of the constitutional party, for the Shabsevans are far from 
being brigands, but are rather devoted servants of the ex-Shah, fighting against the 
present state of alfuirs in Persia, and that, on the other band, there ate no genuine 
1 subjects in Ardebil, and the vice-consulate has only itself to blame for damage, 
in that it has established itself next to the citadel ‘close to the shells of the 
belligeren 
There is much that is inaccurate in M. Menghikow's inform: bout. the 
Shahsevans, ‘This tribe has for a long time past paid but scanty recognition to the 
Persian Government, and. has at the sume time eaused us much trouble constant 
naidy and. pillaging along our frontier posts and settlements, in the 


Caucasus have an endless lst of acts of violence and pillage committed by them in the 
frontier region, | We remember, amongst others, that no further back than last_year a 
captain of the frontier guard was killed, atter which an entire punitive expedition was 
equipped against them, but even ot Pl 


the repetition of the raids: as 
soon as tho column wis withdraw from the frontier... During this year {he catalogue of 
these raids has 1s led to by a whole series of fresh skirmishes with our frontier 
gunrds, ad with excursions for the purpose of driving cattle away from our settles 
ments, &e. ‘The statement that thy Shahsevans took any part in the siege of Tubreos 
is also untrie. There were no representatives of this tribe with the Shah's forces 
round Tabrees, the Kanidaghis wore there under the leadership of Rahim Khan, 
Gp till now the evans hive only taken advantage of the absolute helplessness of 
the Persian Government to plunder tinpunished the peacelul population of the Ardebil 
district, which they also did continually diving the rign of Mobanaued Ali. ‘fo whet 
extent their present action is actuated by ideals may best. le judged by the fact that, 
having gained possession of Ardebil, they immediately began to pil lage and burn not 
only the town itsell, but its environs. We do not know either whence M. Menshikow 
lias obtained the information that in Ardebil there are ouly a group of Tartare, 
Armenians, and Persians with very doubtfll Russian passports, We have information 
showing that it is estimated that. there are aomeleixty. persone whe eer ee 
tre for the most part Armenians, ‘Tartars, and Caucasian Persians, are ued mbtedly 
Russian subjects in this town, As rewards’ the vice-consulate, it must be pointed out 
that from the date of its institution it has not changed its quarters, and when the 
site was chosen it was searoely possible to foresee all possible events of the future. 

‘the desire to avoid interfereuice in the internal struggle of Persian parties remains, 
as heretofore, the fundamental principle of the Russian Government; but, on the other 
hand, the Russian Government not only have the right but are directly bound to take 
all possible measures for the of their missions and subjects in Persia when the 
Persian Government are themselves powerless to effect this If the arrival of the 
Russian troops results, a ‘Tabreeg, in the creation of a situation favourable to 
this or that party, there is no foundation for the supposition that this is due to some 
Madden aitn of the Russian Government, “A punitive expedition against the Shabsevens, 
should they dare to make any attempt on the life of the Russian viee-consul or of 
Russian subjects in Ardebil, can searcely be called ftervention tn the struggle between 
political parties in Persia, 
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[41425 | No. 125, 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 


hoes) Tehran, October 20, 1909. 

WITH reference to Sir C. Spring Rice’s despatch No. 175 of the 12th August, 1907, 
respecting the concession of the Deutsche Orient Bank, a copy of which was therein 
enclosed, I ain informed by the German Legation that article 8 fixed the period of two 
years within which the bank should open, and not three as stated in the despatch 
above referred to and its enclosure. js é 

As the Deutsche Orient Bank has not opened an office in Tehran, the concession 
lapsed, in accordance with article 8, on the 24th July last. aE 3 

The German Legation endeavoured at the time to obtain its prolongation, but I 
understand that this was found impossible, owing to the unsettled state of affairs. 
‘Though the German Minister might, during May or June last, have obtained from 
Saad-ed-Dowleh, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, a prolongation of the concession 
subject to the subsequent ratification by the Medjliss, just as we did in the case of the 
Arabistan Telegraph Convention, T understand that this was not done, ‘The German 
Minister will, however, I believe, endeavour to obtain a renewal of the conces sion when 
the Medjliss meets, and no doubt will employ for this purpose Mirza Reza Khan, who 
has been munshi of his legation for some twenty years, and who now, when he is 
retiring on a pension, has been elected a deputy. Mivza Reza Khan's son, Mirza 
Hassan Khan, who knows German very well, is about to be appointed legation muns} 
to sueceed his father, who becomes a Member of Parliament. 

Dr, Hesse, the German dragoman, told Mr. Churchill that the Dentsche Bank 
concession was looked upon as Herr Steinrich’s child, and as the ex-German Minister 
at Tehran now in the German Foreign Office, took a paternal interest. in_ his offspring, 
an attempt would be made to keep it alive, but as there was practically nothing in it 
which really amounted to a concession, the German Bank could, when they liked, open 
a branch at Tehran without it, 

Thave, 
BARCLAY. 





(41427) No, 126, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 11,), 
No. 196. 
ge as Tehran, October 20, 1909. 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 138 of the 18th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that I had already received from His Majesty's consul-general at Bushire copy 
of his despatch No. 12, Commercial, of the 4th August last to you, regarding the 
facilities accorded to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company for the dispatch of telegrams 
between their London offices and their representatives in Aral 
It is clear, as Lieutenant Wilson points out, that other British firms would have 
just cause for protest against the privilege enjoyed by the oil company were tho 
present telegraphic facilities granted to them indefinitely, but as, if the Assembly 
ratifies the recent agreement, the taking over of the Arabistan lines by the Indo- 
European Telegraph Department will afford a convenient opportunity for the withdrawal 
of this privilege, agree with Major Cox in thinking that the present arrangement may 
be allowed to continue for the moment, : 
Thave, &. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(41428) No. 127. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 11.) 
No. 197. 
ge) Tehran, October 23, 1909, 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 135 of the 10th September respecting the 
Bakhtiari Khans and the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, I have the honour to transmit, 
(1084) 24) 
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horewith copy of a despatch which I have addressed to His Majesty's consul at Ahwaz 

on the subject. 

Thave, &e. 

: G. BAROL! 
Tnclosure in No. 127. 


Sir G. Barclay to Lieutenant Ranking, 
(No. 3.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 23, 1909, 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 20 of the 16th August, Uhave now to forward 
to you copy of an authoritative statement from the Anglo-Persian Oil Company as to 
the position of the Bakhtiari khans as regards the shares to which they are entitled in 
companies formed for the exploitation of the oil deposits in their country.® 

As faras Lam able to judge, this statement appears to be satisfactory from the 
Point of view of the khans’ interest, all the more so as I understand that the second 
alternative rendering of the article fixing the extent of participation of the khans in 
the profits of the enterprise is the more correct of the two. 
qn, / should be glad to know if. you concur in this view, and I think it would be well 
if the manager were advised to make the position clear to the khans, who may well 
have been led into error by the manager's previous statement. ‘ 
Thave, &. 

G. BARCLAY, 


(41429) No. 128, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 





198.) 


Tehran, October 25, 1909. 
I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge receipt of your telegran No. 471 of the 


20th instant, 

entirely share your views that to take measures to 
a Persian Seiiate to counterbalance tl 
undue interf 


fiuct that 
ed in th 
ng any particular 
ie law that a Senate 
ntemplates a period during 


we wore ci 
‘and, moreover, 

must be appointed at once 

which Parliament will consist of only one Besides this, such departure from 

ur poliey of 1 nition as wad ft our representations for the restoration 

of Constitutional Government. was justified by the knowledge that 

ruled as an absolute monarch the ‘country was filling 

‘4 more drast unavoidable. Pe 

today on th i 

Goverment 


usia's salvation does not dep 
loath to press upon the Persian 


1 from the 
resent, 
ether in any ei 
ss, but can, I think, be 
s form the better will be its chance, and 


um inclined to share thy 

Parliamentary Goverment i it will prov 
little doubt that for the moment the simpler i 
that it would bo unwise at pre 

institution of a seeoud Chambe 

be in hiumony with the pop 


4 (enclosed in Porvign Oftice despateh No. £35 
oth Septenber, 1208). 
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the Senate contemplated by the organic law was to be composed of thirty members 
appointed by the Grown and thirty elected by the nation, ‘The Regent is already 
criticised foc having gathered round the young Shah a large number of the very same 

sons who held offices ab Court under Mahommed Ali, and this may be taken as an 
Index of the class from which he would select his thirty nominees, But apart from the 
Regent's particular views, the dearth of enlightened men is so great that it would be 
ditiicult to fill the Senate with any but members of the class which has monopolised 
Government offices in the past, and it is pretty certain that these would be opposed to 
any reform. Once given a Senate in opposition to the Assembly, every discontented 
thah-vend reforms espécally fasnoul, will uke minny eush-<Willi Aad’ the Behath « 
centre fom which intrigue to hamper the Assembly can easly bo started. 

have, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 





(41430) No, 129. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 11.) 
(No, 199.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 26, 1909. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your despatch No, 112 of the 
26th July, Ihave the honour to transmit. a trauslation prepared by Abbas Kuli Khan 
and Me. Churchill of the agreement of the 15th November, 1905, entered into. on 
behalf of Mr, D'Arey with the Bakhtiari khans, « translation of which, prepared by. His 
Majesty's consulate-general at Ispahan, was enclosed in Mr, Grant Dui’s despatch 
No 267, Confidential, of the 20th Desember, 1905, 

Tt will be seen by comparing the two translations that there are a great many 
discrepancies, which ire attributed by my Oriental staff to the fact that, the uanslation 
made in Ispahan at the time is quite obviously a very free translation, whereas the 
present translation is as literal as possible, 

In. my despatches Nos. 148 and 178 of the 29th July and 18th September 
respectively I mentioned Mr. Ranking’s view that under the terms of the convention 
the Bakhtiari khans were entitled to 8 per cent, of the issued share capital not only 
companies formed for the exploitation of oil in the Bakhtiari country, but. also 
companies formed for the exploitation. of other parts of Persia, Whether the 
English text as prepared for Mx, Grant Dulf warranted this view has always seemed 
tome more than doubtful, but it is quite cleur from the translation now made by 
Abbas Kuli Khan and Mr. Churchill that the Persian text does not admit of such an 
interpretation. 

Thave, &, 
G, BARCLAY, 


Tnclosure in No. 129. 
Agreement between Mr. D'Arcy and Bakhtiari Khans, 


Tn the name of God the All Merciful, the All-Compassionate, 
nslation.) i 
THIS is a contract between two parties, the one party being Mr, D'Arey and the 
associates in the concessions company, and the other party the Bakhtiari khaus, in 
accordance with the following six articles :— 


Article 1. During the five years the associates of the compauy have the right to 
make all kiuds of experiments, all kinds of actual investigations, and [to use their) 
thority, and enquiries, in order to discover petroleum and to make roads, paths, pipe 
Tines for this work, and to build alll they find neconsacy and desiable, and aha to baila 
houses, and to obtain and use whatever they conside 
instruments, &, Whatever land 
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have the right to 
‘This contract is in foree for any period the associates of the company desire to work 

in the Bakhtiari country, and if before five years the associates of the company did nob 
wish to work, the khans have not the right to claim the above-mentioned sum, and 
as long as they are at work to obtain the above-mentioned sum every three 
months mn advance, ‘The first instalment of 900i. will be paid after the signature of the 
contrict, and in return for the sums which the khans will receive they are responsible 
for any robbery which is committed or loss or damage which may be incurred through 
the Bakhtiari tribe, &o., in the Bakhtiari country, by the persons and staff of the 
t the houses, machinery, roads, effects, and property of the eamp and 

e580 that the khans will be liable for the payment of all losses which occur in 
‘territory. ‘The agent of the company must keep cash in an iron box so that 
rom danger, ‘Therefore they must appoint proper guards with great care 
for the high roads and. for ends which will be made, and also for persons and 
houses, for plant and for machinery, for the property and effects, &e, Before the 
finding of petroleum the khans will establish two camps of guards for the above. 
mentioned protection at two points to be selected by the agents of the company. As 
Soon is potroleum is found the khans are to establish’ any number of camps of guards as 


uired at various points, so that in any case the above-mentioned protection is 
aed, 


Art. 2. If the petroleum sou; 





























































it after hy the associates of the company should be 
found in the Bakhtiari country and if they should desire to refine the petroleum and 
to trade in it the two parties accept and agree to carry out the co 
article 1 up to the expiration of the term of the company's concession, and in this easo 
the associates of the company agree that after the pipe lines for petroleum have be 
onstructed and petroléun will pass through the pipes they should pay e 
























Gov1, over and above the above-mentioned sum, which makes a total of 3,001, payable 
quarterly in advance, for the protection of the ‘roads, pipe-line roads, for the pipes, for 
the petroleum flowing through the for houses, persons, staff, and effects in the 








Bakhti nity and the property of thelkhans. Furthermore alr after the formation 
the petroleum ini the Bakhtiari country and the flowing of petroleum through the pipes, 
the Bakhtiari khans will be given three shares out of every hundred shares of the 
ordi lic] shares of every petroleum company 's formed in the 
Baklitinri country, wnd the cost’ of the three shires of 
cluimed from the khans, and they [the company’] have not the r 
the three shares, 

tt: 8 The associates of the company agree that should the petroleum swells 
which have been constructed and are being used by the Bakhtiari khans be in 
general damaged, rendered unworkable, or the cause of loss to the Bakhtiari khans 
through the operations of the associates of the company, they will give satisfuction 
to the Khans for this kind of loss: and should there arise between the two parties in 


{his respect any difference, it should be referred to the British consul-general at Ispahian 
to act as urbivrator in removing the difference 
Art. 4. ‘The Bakhtiari khans must appoiut a special and parti 
amps for the camps of guards and Persian workmer 

® objects of the associates of the company. Whi 
or Persian workmen should 
the company's agent, be pu 
















t to claim the value of 






























governor and chief 
for facilitating and carrying 
ver of the guards, staff, 
t give satisfaction in his duties will, at the indication of 
ped und forced to work; and. fureher, they 
Any dispute to arise among them or that they transgress in their duties or delay, and 
in case of such occurrences to punish the offenders at the indication of the company's 
‘agent, and to facilitate in, general the operations, objects, and work, and to secuke. the 
protection as above mentioned and the security and safety of the associates of the 
company. 
_ Art, 6, ‘The sum received by the Bakhtiari khans from the assoc! 
in aecordance sith this contract isin return for the work stipulated in this contract, 
Therefore, should the khuus or their employés del duties specified above and in 
the protection ubove mentioned, the associites of the company have the right to demand 





























sof the company 
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tion from the khans for their losses, with the knowledge of the British consul- 
Soe lorcinn hvoisentrd calla ce sl ; but the khans are guarantors 
and responsible for any person who brings any claim or interferes with the stipulations 
this contract. : 
Grea expiration of the term of the company’s concession from the 
Government whatever buildings which may belong to the company in the Bakhtiari 
territory will belong to the khans, 
All the stipulations written in this contract are correct, 
(Sealed) SAMSAM-ESSALTANEH. 
(ealed) SERDAR ASSAD, ALI KULI. 


ALI KULI BAKHTIARI. 


‘The stipulations of this contract are correct, 


(Sealed Suanau-rsSaumaven, 
(Scaled Sanimeut-MULK. 


It is correct : 
Nassin Baxurrart, 


‘This contract was signed and sealed in my presenee by his Bxcellency Samsam-es- 
Sallaneh, his Excellency Serdar Assad, his Bxsellonoy Shahb-es-Saltatol hs Excellency 
Sarim-ul-Mulk, on the 17th Ramazan, 1323, equivalent to the 15th November, 1905. 


Monasmap Tat Aguy-vi-Suamen, 
(Sealed) Aga-ui-Straruen, 


17 Ramazan, 132 





(November 15, 1905). 





[41438] No. 150, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Ieceived November 11.) 


Sir, India Office, November 10, 1909. 
"1 AM directed by the Seeretary of State for India in Council to inclose copy of a 
note by the Direct. of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, in which 
he applies for instruct with regatd to the preparation, for presentation to the 
Persian Government, of the account showing the expenditure incurred in the construc 
tion of the Contral Persia telegraph Ii 4 
Subjich to any. cbesivattne tit Sometary Sis Grey may have to offer, 
Viscount Morley would approve the view that. the cost of providing the third or 
Persian wire on the line should be included in its capital cost, and that the second 
line, with two wires, from Tehran to Kashan may be considered fo be an extension of 
the Central Persia line from the Indian frontier to Kashan, 4 
‘The proposal in paragraph 5 of Mr. Kirk's note to make the changes incurred 
under article 2 of the convention of the 16th August, 1901, the subject of a separate 
claim agaiust the Persian Government is, as pointed ont in paragraph 6 of the note, 
one of considerable financial importance. "The wording of the convention is not wholly 










































clear, aud it is recognized by Mr. Kirk that the Persian Goverument may contend that * 


‘et rus these charges should be included in the capital cost of the line, Lord 
Mlvley ia eatistisl howarer, ou (@uetall cvanidatntoa) ot th matter, tht. the view 
taken by Mr. Kirk should te supported, and he would propose, subject to the con- 
currence of Sir E. Grey, to instruct Mr. Kirk that the bill of costs should be prepared 
accordingly. 











Tam, &e. 
COLIN @, CAMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 130.» 
Note by Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, dated August 24, 1909. 
") P a 


THE bill showing the-expenditure that has been incurred in the construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph line has been received by me from the examiner of 
telegraph accounts in India, and it is now necessary to prepare from it the bill of costs 

connection with the line which has to be presented to the Persian Government for 
their acceptance, 

2, Tho Central Persia line was constructed under a convention between the United 
Kingdom and Persia, which was signed av ‘Tehran on the 16th August, 1901. A copy 
of this convention is put up for reler are several points, as laid down in 
the articles of the convention, concerning which definite instructions are required 
before the bill for presentation to the Persian Government ean be prepared. 

3. In October 1907 T wrote as follows to the director of telegraphs at Tehran -— 


‘The convention lays it down (article 4) that the Persian Government leases to 
this department the use of the Tine, and (article 7) that the line is to be of three wires. 
But as a matter of fact, the third wire is not, leased to us, and if we pay a percentage 
on the capital cost of this thin sre age in the strange postion of paying rental 
to the Persian Goven wire the use of which is kept in their own hands, 
It may be that it swas the intention that this should be done, and, as you were present 
in Tehran when the negotiations were taking place for the concession, to construct the 
Jine, you may be able to clear up this point, [tis possible that to obtain the conce 
it was necessary that we should agree to pay reut on the third wire.” 


‘The director, Mr. Barker, replied to this as follows 


“As regards the payment of rent by us for the cost of the third or Persian wire, 
Thave looked through the correspondence which passed during the period anterior to 
the siguing of the convention, and I ean find nothing to show that the position we now 
find onrselves in was then foreseen, ‘The legation is of opinion that it would. be 
inpossible to contest the point now, and that we must accept the situation as we 


find it,” 


It appears to me that the conclusion that it. would be impossible to contest the 
point now may be accepted as correct, and that the cost of providing the third wite 
anvst be inelutled in the capital cost of the Tine on whieh the rental of 4 per cent. has 
‘to be paic 

4, Under arielo 10/eF ho convention, tw agreed e Persian Gi 
vero to be provided with an additional wire along the existing line between 1 

But ign bie lie) Gaonce A od it was found that it could not 
th safety carry any more Wi en if it was reconstructed, and that it would be 
hocessary to put up another line of posts if more wires had to be exe The Persian 
Minister of "Pelezraphs had the ms to him, and he gave authority to 
telograph ran to Kashan, This was done, and two 
Wires were ereeted on it, one for the use of the Persian Government and one for the use 
ofthe Indo-European Telewraph Department, It will be seen, therefore, that instead 
of the additional wire on the old Tine of posts accor’ ention, we have 
provided a now line of posts with tivo wires, One 0 sed by the qi 
Government and the other by this department, It was very necessary to put this 
second wire up fer this department, as without it the British wires bevond:Kashan 
could not be fully worked. It seems but just that this section of line from ‘Tehran 
to Kashan should be considered a continuation of the Central Persian Tine from 
Kohi-iwalik-sinh to Kashan, and that the rental and charges connected with the Tehran-- 
Kashan section should bp treated in the sune way as in the ease of the line constructed 
from Kushan to the Indian troutie 

5, Auother question that requires settlement is whether the charges incurred 
imider article 2 of the convention are to he included in the capital cost of th 
oi which 4 per cent. tas to be paid as rental uuder article 4. Mr Barker 
ine thit, having gone carefully through the records of the negotiations with the 

jan Goverment in 1901, he camiot tind anything which goes to show that’ this 
point was foresven and considered. It seems to me that article 10 of the eouvent 
might perhaps be considered us giving an indication how the ease should be treated, 


93 


This article shows that the expenditure for erecting an additional wire from Tehran to 
Kashan is to be borne by the Persian Government in the manner provided by articles 2 
and 4 of the convention, This reference to article 2 may perhaps be taken to imply 
that the expenditure incurred under this article is not to be imeluded in the expenditure 
referred to in article 4. In article 2 tie expenditure is for the direction and super- 

ision of the work of constructing the telegragh line, for which purpose the British 
Government agreed to advances to the Persian Government the salaries and allowances 
of the men actually employed on the work. Nothing is said in this article how the 

mount advanced for salaries and allowances is to be repaid. ‘The question, therefore, 
for settlement is whether the total amount of these advances is to be included in 
‘the capital cost of the line, or whether it is to be considered as outside the expenditure on 
which the capital eost of the line is to be calculated. In article 3 the British Government 
agrees to procure the material for the line and to transport it to the sites required, 
receiving payment for the same without interest, as hereinafter provided tn. the 
convention, ‘There is therefore no doubt that the whole expenditure tinder this article 
is to be included in the capital cost of the Ii 


e rental is subject to a minimum of 1,001. per annum, but should the 1 per 
ceni. on the capital cost of the line be more than this minimum, the excess is to be 
paid to the Persian ‘Treasury. With regard to the question whether salaries and 

noes, of supervising establishment should be included in the eapital cost of a 

aph line, I would state that in the Indian Telegraph Department uo permanent 
establishment, nor temporary establishment engaged for general duties, is shown against 
+s for works, but when the work is completed a pereentage on the cash expended 

Look value of the stores used is added to cover the cost of the store-keeping 


nent retaining 

But this procedure 

Government under article 2 the 

department would pay to that Government during. the thirty-three and one-third years 

a total sum of 2,146/, and ut the end of that time the debt of 6,438/. would be considered 

as discharged. Tt appears to me perfectly fair and reasonable to adopt the view 

that the advance under article 2 should not be included in the eapital cost of the 
Central Persia line, and that a separate claim should be made for its payment. 

7. With regard to the question of rental of wires, I would point out that: this 
department rents a wire from the Indian Telegraph Department over the section Robat 
to Nok Kondi, 140 miles in length. ‘This rental includes the cost. of ordinary 
maintenance, and is at the rate of rupees 25:8 per mile per annum. The length of 
4 wire from Tehran to the Indian frontier at Robat is 991 iniles, and the annual rental 

For the 

istan to 

te would 

ersiw line ‘Yor the 


amount to 4,510! 5 he capital cost of the 
purpose of determining the rental to be paid to the Persian Government be taken at 
123.0817, as L have proposed, the rental at 4 per cent. on this sum will amount to 

000/. per annum approximately, which uit from the rentil ealeulated at the 


Indian telegraph rate. As the maintenan the Central Persia line ure to be 
department in addition to the rental, ib appears to me that if the rental of 

tral Persia line is fixed at 9,000/, approximately per annum the Persian 

iment can have no complaint to offer, more especially as the rental is calculated 
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on the cost of one wire from Tebran to the Indian frontier provided for the sole use of 
the Persian telegraph administration. 

8. Under article 6 of the convention, there will be further claims against the 
Persian Government on account of the rental and purchase of buildings for telegraph 
stations, but it seems advisable that these claims should be dealt with in a separate 
account fiom the one to be submitted for the construction of the Central Persia 
telegraph line. 

9, T would ask therefore— 


(«.) If the cost of providing the third or Persian wite on the Central Persia line 
is to be included in the capital cost of the line, as explained in paragraph 3 of this 
memorandum, é 

(.) If the second Tine with two wires from Tehran to Kashan may be considered 
as an extension of the Central Persia line from the Indian frontier to Kashan. and the 
charges for it treated in the same way (vide paragraph 4 of the memorandum). 

(c) If the charges incurred under article 2 of the convention are to form a 
distinct claim against the Persian Government, and are not to be included in the 
capital cost of the line on which 4 per cent, has to be paid under article 4. 


10, Tf the proposals shown under (a) (b) and (¢) are approved, I ean prepare a 
Dill for submission to the Persian Gos ton the lines of the rough draft 
J. Iv may, perhaps, be advisable not to present this bill until it 
is seen whether or not the assembly will ratify the agreement that has been come to 
with the Persian Government «the Ar Jines and the renewal of our 
telegraph concessions up to. 1949, It is possible that the Persian Government may 
dispute the correctness of the arrangement by which the charges under article 2 are 
‘not included in the eapital cost of the line, 
L wish to add to my reference, dated the 24th August, 1909, that I find that 
Mr. Finch, then director-in-chief of this department, telegraphed to Mr. Barker at 
‘Tehran on tho 2ist March, 19101, for communication to the British Minister, with 
rogard to the Central Porsia ling, that the capital outlay will probably be 100,000/, 
But in preparing this estimate of the outhy Mr. Ffinch did not include any charges 
that come under article 2 of the convention, Tt may be reasonably concluded from 
this that these charges were not to. be considered as coming into. the capital outlay. 
Under urticle 4 this department obtains the lease of the telegraph line at a rental of 
{ pereent, on the capital expended on its construction, which would a 
the amount of money actually spent with this object. "The salaries of the perma 
tablishment paid under article 2 would have had to be paid whether the men were 
don the construction of the line or not, and cannot very well come under 
the definition of eupital expended on the construction of the line. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 130, 


Rove Dralt of Account to be rendered to Persian Government in connection 
with Cost of Central Persia Line. 


(Cost of providing materia for aol constructing, a tleraph line from Kasban 
io ho tullan onto under arilen 1 an 3 of tie tonvention heewees 


‘tho United Kingdom and Porsia, dated August 16, 1901— 
Cash charges Saint Si 
Value of stores S$ é GATOS 9 43.140 


+s 897707 12 8 59,817 


‘Total 3 se TOAGAIL GB 103,987 


Cost of providing materials for, and constructing, « ti from Tehran 
sn under articles 8 anid 10) hove 

hares 

stores 


‘Total exst of telexeaph tines from Tehran to Indian frontiee .. 


15 rupees = £, 
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£ 

Rental to be paid for the use and transit revenve of the Central Persia line, at 4 per cent, on 
‘the capital cost of 125,081, under article 4 of the convention, to be (per almutt)-. + §,008+24 
Of which jer cent, to be retained by the Indo-Europeats Telegraph Departinent, oF 35248 


And the balance to be paid to the Persian Government in two hulf-yearly instalments... 1,25081 


Amount due from the Persian Government on account of advances made rm 
under article 2 of tive convention for the salaries 
‘men actually employed in the direction and supervision of the work of 
constructing the Central Persia line from Tebran to the Indiau frontier .. 96,561 4 11 





[41478] No. 131, 


Sir 4, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—{ Received November 11.) 
483.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
SITUATION in Azerbaijan. 
A force has been left by Rahim Khan in the citadel of Ardebil, and he himself 
has withdrawn and taken up his position with all the rest of his force outside the town 
in a fortified camp. While in ‘Ardcbil he paid t call om the Ruger soomnh aoa 
coupled with an expression of his fidelity to Russia a suggestion that those districts 
should be definitely occupied by Russia where her troops were now stationed, Further, 
the inhabitants of the town are, according to the Russian consul, desirous of becoming. 
Russian subjects. M, Isvolsky observed that these proposals had, needless to. say, all 
deen rejected. He also told me that disturbances and troublos might arise at Tabreoz, 
owing to friction between the governor-general and Sattar Khan, 


St. Petersburgh, November 11, 1909, 





[41479] No. 132, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 11.) 
(No. 484.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 11, 1909. 
CONCESSION for navigation of Lake Urumia, Please ‘refer to my ‘elogram 
No, 478 of tho 9th November. 
‘This afternoon T remarked to M. Tsvolsky that, im my opinion, he was labouring, 
under a misapprehension in this matter. Imam Kuli Khan had already had. tho 
ion granted to him, and it was to be wished that an arrangement might be 
come to between him and the Russian Road Company, and if Mx, Stevens were 
engaged by them for the first few years this would also be advantageous, M, Ievolaky 
7 sant with the matter, but he assured mo that what E had 
said would be borne in mind. M. Poklewski would, in any case, know what course of 
action had best be adopted. 





(41475) No. 133. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.-—(IReceived November 11.) 
(No. 774) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

EASTERN Azerbaijan, 

. Poklevski informs me that the troops which are being dispatched to Ardebil 

have instructions similar to those given to the detachment at 'Tabreez to rofrain from 
all interference with the administration, but they are to repress plundering on, the 
road from Astara, and to take action against caravans charged with plunder, and to 
raid stores of loot. 


‘Troops are to he held in reserve on the frontier at Astara, but they will eross it 
only if the necessity aris 


Tehran, November 11, 1909. 





[1684] 
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(41476) No. 134. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November U1.) + 
(No, 775.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. Tehran, November U1, 1909. 

M. POKLEWSKT informs me that Persian Government have asked his’ Govern- 
ment to supply them with 10,000 rifles and 2,500,000 cartridges for subsequent 
payment. 

Jt is rumoured that a large body of gendarmerie is to be established, and my 
Russian colleague, who suspects that Germans may be invited by Persian Government 
to train this force, is suggesting to St. Petersburgh that the transaction should be made 
conditional on the granting of an undertaking by the Persian Government to engage 
Russian instructors exclusively for any military force. 

M. Poklowski, to whom I had already explained my proposal for the policing of 
the southern roads, raised no difficulty at the time, and he appears still to be of opinion 
that, as it aims at creation of a local force, it is compatible with the general under- 
taking he desires, 

Russian Government will, I presume, ask you for my co-operation in this matter, 
In this case it would bo advisable to make the necessary stipulations with regard to 
the proposed policing of Tspahan-Bushire road if the scheme set out in my telegram 
No. 772 of tie 6th November has your approval. 





(41422) No, 


4 Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No, 482.) 
(Polographic,) P. Foreign Office, November 11, 1909. 
FROVIDED that the Minister of Finance promptly and loyally fulfils the conditions 
to.which ho has given verbal assent, viz that the sum of 30,0001, taken from the 
mint, shall be restored, and that arroats of intorest on the 
paid up, the Imperial’ Bank of Porsia are pro 
Porsian Goverment of 500,000 tomans on the security of the crown jewels joiutly 
with the Russian Government. " 
Some assurance should be obtained that the above-named conditions shall be 
fulfilled by the Minister of Finaneo, 
Roforonco is to my tologram No. 480 of the 10th November. 





(41552) No.136. 
Mr. Stratford-Andrevs to Poreign Office.—(Received November 12.) 


Sir, 18, Old Broad Street, London, November 9 , 191 
ste ony (rely te your lettor of the 6th instant, Thave to inform you that at present it 
is only intended to form a syndicate for the purpose of sending an engineer to make a 
survey of the country between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 
frathyos Zeceibt of the engineor’s report the syndicate will be able to decide, 
firstly, whether the undoriaking is one that would be financially possible, and, 
secondly, how the undertaking should be worked, 

It is unfortunately impossible at this stage to give the information you desire, 
namely, whether road tolls are to be levied and, if $0, on what scale. 

Those interested in the scheme are desirous to know whether the Foreign O! 
Sees any objection to the scheme in principle before any further steps are taken. 

Tam, &e. 
’ ‘T. W. STRATFORD-ANDREWS, 
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(41511) No. 137. 
India Gffice to Foreign Office —(Received November 12.) 


Sir, India Office, November 11, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letters dated the 23rd September and the 9th October, 
1909, respectively, as to the suggestion made by His Majesty's Minister at Tehran that 
the consular guard at Shiraz should be maintained at its present strength, at any rate, 
until the end of next year, I am directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of tele. 
graphic correspondence with the Government of India on the subject," and to state 
that he is willing to accept a moiety of the expenditure involved in this suggestion as a 
charge against Indian revenues, . 

He assumes that Secretary Sir E, Grey is satisfied that the condition referred to in 
the Treasury letter of the 25th September last is fulfilled, viz., that the measure is 
necessary for the purpose for which it was originally sanctioned, that of the safoty of 
the British consulate. 

Tam, & 
R. RICHIE, 





[41582] No. 138. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived November 12.) 
(No. 776.) 
(Telegraphic.) En clair. 


Tehran, November 12, 1909. 
MEETING of Medjliss is fixed for 15th November, 





(41476) No, 139, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No, 1328,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

ROAD guards in Southern Persia, 

M. Isvolsky should be informed of the substance of the proposals put forward by 
His Majesty's Minister at Tehran (see Sir G. Barclay’s telegrams Nos. 772 and 775 of 
the 6th November and 11th November respectively). You should add that His 
Majesty's Government are examining these proposals. His Majesty's Gover 
regard the question of the creation of road guards in Southern Persia as ono calling 
for immediate consideration, and you should therefore make it clear to tho Russian 
Government that it is most undesirable that our action in this matter should be in any 
way restricted by conditions which the Russian Government might impose on the 
Persian Government in connection with the proposed sale of rifles. 


Foreign Office, November 12, 1900. 





[41624] No, 140. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 13.) 

600. 
Sir, ) St Petersburgh, November 10, 1909, 

THAVE the honour to transmit copy of an aide-mémoire which I haye received 
from M. Isvolsky, stating that the Russian Government are prepared to join in an 

nce to the Persian Government up to 200,000 tomans, and that instructions have 
been sent to M. Poklewsky. ‘The latter is also instructed to take the opportunity of 
obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to the concession for the navigation 
on Lake Urumia being accorded to the Russian Road Company, and the hope is 
expressed that Sir G. Barclay may be authorised to support his Russian colleague. No 
mention is made of Imam Kuli Khan, who, as I had previously explained to the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, is the actual holder of the concession and who is seeking 
for European partnership, but doubtless M. Poklewsky will know what steps he could 
most efficaciously take in the matter. M. Isvolsky mentioned to me that the Russian 
Government would indemnify Mr, Stevens, 

Thave, &e. 


A. NICOLSON, 


To Viceroy, September 29; Viceroy, October 19, 1909, 
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Tnclosure in No, 140, 
Aide-mémoire communicated to Sir A, Nicolson by M. Isvolsku. 


DANS son aide-mémoire du 23 octobre (5 novembre), ’Ambassade de la Grande- 
Brotagne exprime le désir de savoir si le Gouvernement Impérial est disposé & autoriser 
la Banque d’Escompte et de Préte de Perse 4 aller au-devant d'une demande du Gou- 
vernement persan, qui désire obtenir une avance d’argent et offre comme garantie du 
paiement les bijoux de la Couronne, 

Le Gouvernement Impérial se déclare prét & participer & la dite avance jusqn’a 
concurrence d'une somme de 200,000 tomans, et le Ministre de Russie & Téhéran a été 
muni par télégraphe d'instructions en co sens, M. Poklewsky a été invité en méme 
temps a profiter de cette occasion pour ticher d’obtenir le consentement définitif du 
Gouvernement persian ’ accorder & la Société de la Route de Tauris la concession de 
navigation sur le Lac d’Ourmiah, Le Ministére Tmpérial des Affaires Ftrangdres 
sorait extrémement reconnaissant i Sir Edward Grey de bien youloir charger le repré= 
sentant de la Grande-Bretagne & Téhéran de soutenir son collégue de Russie dans cette 
dornidre question. 


Saint-Petersbourg, le 27 octobre 
( novembre), 190 





[41713] No. 141. 
Sir G. Barclay {0 Sir Elieard Grey.—(Received November 13,) 


(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 13, 1909. 
AVIGATION of Lake Uru A 
ir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 484 of the 11th November. Following is the 
position: We have up till now opposed the granting of a concession to any persons 
hacked by foreign money other than Russian. (Please refer to my telegram No, 758 of 
the 24th October.) M. Pokle ke the Persian Government undertake 


ski 
to recognise, as the condition on which the two banks agree to the joint advance, such 
Arrangement as the road company may conclude with Imam Kuli for the exploitation 
of the concession held by the latter. 





(39795) No. 142, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Si, Foreign Office, November 13, 1909. 

T AM directed by the Socretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
recoipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo respecting the proposed retention in Persia of 
Lieutenant Wilson for four months after his relief at Mohammerah for the purpose of 
examining the possibilities of effecting a connection betweon Bushiro and the Jahrum- 
Aliabad-Pirazabad route, 

1 am to stato that, in Sir Edward Grey's opinion, the proposed survey would be 
advantageous, and that, if Viscount Morley concurs in this view and ¢ 
the estimated cost of the work shall be borne by Indian revenues, he will approach the 
Lorls Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury with a view to obtaining thelr sanction 
to charge the remaining moiety to Imperial funds, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(41925) No. 143, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received November 15.) 
India Office, November 13, 1909. 


ted by: tho Secretary of Stato for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your letter dated the Sth instant, forwarding for his remarks copy of a telegram from 


His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, in which certain proposals for susintaning security 
on the Bushire-Ispahan route are put forward after consultation with Major Co 

Viscount Morley observes that the scheme is estimated to cost 15,0001, a-year, and 
that it is proposed to meet it by a surcharge of 10 per cent. on import and export 
duties at the Persian ports of the Gulf, thus taxing trade at all the ports for the direct, 
benefit of only one of them. Whether the European merchants who do business in 
the Gulf are likely to object to such a surcharge the President of the Board of ‘Trade 
will be better able to inform Sir B, Grey than is Lord Morley. But his Lordship 
assumes that Sir George Barclay has satisfied himself that a more modest scheme 
(perhaps on the scale suggested by Mr, Bill in his letter of the Ist September last), tho 
Cost of which could be met by a charge on the trade of Bushire alone, would not be 
likely to he effective, 

Subject to this remark, Lord Morley approves the scheme, and will arrange for 
the loan of six officers from the Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department, if required. 
This understood that no charge will be laid upon Indian revenues, 

In order to legalise the surcharge a fresh convention or agreement with the Persian 
Government will apparently be necessary. 

With reference to Sir G. Barclay’s telegram No, 775 of the 11th instant, 1am to 
say that Lord Morley is strongly of opinion that—in the event of British support being 
asked for the proposal that the Persian Government should employ none but Rngsian 
instructors for their gendarmerie—a reservation should be made regarding the policing 
not only of the Bushire-Ispahan road, but also of lines of communication such as that 
between Mohammerah and Ahwaz, and of all. roads within the British sphero of 
influence, such as Bunder Abbas-Kerman road, for the security of which it may here 
after be necessary to take special measures, 

Tam, &, 
R, RUCHIN, 





[41982] No. 144, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 
(No, 778.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, 

Foreign Olfico telegram No, 482 of the 11th November, 

On the 12th November at a conference, at which the two Ministers and the two 
dank managers were present, it was agreed that the banks should each offer, whon the 
Russian manager had received the authorisation for which ho was applying to 
St, Petersburgh, advance of 200,000 tomans on the jewels, pledged as joint soourity, 
subject to the conditions here appended, 

of the Imperial Bank of Persia it was stipulated that the profits of the 
Mint should be Jhypothecated for the prompt repayment of defaleation practised by 
the late mint-master ; that a contract should be concluded for the supply of silver to thy 
mint; that for the payment of interest on Government. debt, customs receipts of 
Mohammerah should be assigned to supplement those of Bushire, 

On behalf of the Russian Bank offer was mado conditional on the Persian Govern: 
ment satisfying certain demands put forward by M. Poklewski. ‘They aro: (1) ‘That 
tmotor vebioles should by admittol| treo for the exploitation of Rocky attarae road § 
(2) that a concession of 1 copper mine in. Karadagh, the working of which Ine tog 
hindered by recent disorders, should be extended for a period of three years ; (3) that 
Persian Government should undertake to make no objection to the transfer of tho 
concession for the navigation of Lake Urumia to Russian subjects and to raiso no 
opposition to any agreement made with Tmam Killi, the present concessionaire; 
(P hat swith regard to its debt to Russian Bank, on which interest is greatly in artear, 


Persian Government should promise to open negotiations with a view to its 
consolidation. 


Yehvan, November 15, 1909, 
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[41967] No. 145. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 179.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
EASTERN Azerbaijan, % 
Please refer to last sentence of Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 483 of the 11th 

November. : ; 

svolskcy has, His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez informs me, sent 
tructions to his Russian colleague to bruit abroad that all fighting in the town 
would be stopped. Russian force would be increased, M, Isvolsky added, if it was not 

sufficient, : 
His Majesty's acting consul-general has been informed by governor-general that 

he proposes to send Sattar Khan to the capital, and he will compel him, if necessary b 

foree, to obey as soon as the troops sent from ‘Tehran arrive in 'Tabreea, Fighting is 

unlikely in the opinion of governor-general, since his collapse at Ardebil has discredited 

Sattar. 


Tehran, November 15, 1909. 





(41988) No, 146, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 
(No, 780.) 
(Telegraphic.) En lair, ; 
MEDJLISS was opened by the Shah this afternoon. 


iran, Novenber 15, 1909, 





(41611) No. 147. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No, 484, 
(elegraphic,) P. Foreign Office, November 15, 1909. 
SHIRAZ escort, Additional guards for British consulate, 
‘he proposal in your telogram No, 737 of the 21st September sanctioned for so 
long as the safety of the consulute renders such guards, in your opinion, necessary. 





[41969] No, 148, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
No. 13 
‘Telegraphic,) _P. Foreign Office, November 15, 1909. 

ADVANCE to Persian Government, Please refer to telegram No. 777 of the 
18th Novomber from ‘Toliran, 

Please ascertain as soon as possible views of Russian Government on the following 
point: Imperial Bink of Persia informs us of a request made to them by the Persian 
Government that they should accept the security of the mint profits for a small 

vance of 70,000 tomans, Russian condi 1g rendered impossible a 
joint advance. Provided the Russian Government see no objection to this proposal, we 
would authorise bank to assent, 





(40517) No. 149, 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 15, 1909. 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to request that. you 
ll be so good as to submit to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury the 
following facts :— 


Tt was stated in my letter of the Ist February that for some considerable time 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, who are engaged in working the petroleum fields in 
the Arabistan province of Persia, had undertaken to maintain a small guard of Indian 
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sowars under Lieutenant Wilson of the Indian army. This guard was lent to them by 
the Government of India, and the expenses in connection with their pay, &e., were 
defrayed by the company. Tn the course of the summer of this year it beeame evident 
that the services of the guard were no longer required by the company, and it was 
decided, in principle, to withdraw them to Tu 

In the meanwhile Lieutenant Wilson, at the request of the Sheikh of Mobam- 
merah, had been engaged in examining certain irrigation projects at Nahr Hashim on 
the Karkhah River, and I am to transmit to you, for their Lordships’ information, 
copy of his report ‘on this subject.* Sir William Willeocks, the eminent: irrigatiou 
expert, has expressed a favourable opinion of the projects indicated in these papers, 

From paragraph 9 of Lieutenant, Wilson's despatch to His Majesty's resident and 
consul-general at Bushire their Lordships will see that it was proposed that Lieutenant 
‘Wilson should be authorised to carry out Inter on in the year a detailed examination of 
the Nahr Hashim site, 

On the 24th July Lieutenant Wilson assumed the duties of His Majesty's acting 
consul at Mohammerah, but he was also authorised to carry out the further surve 
work on the Karkbah River, In order that this work might not unduly interfere with 
his consular functions it was suggested that a part of the guard which had been lent to 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company might be retained in Persia to. keep communications 
open for Lieutenant Wilson between the Karkhah River and Mohammeral, © Tb was 
ascertained that four men would be considered sufficient for this purpose, that the cost 
of retaining them for this duty would amount to 20/. per month, and that their services 
might be required for a period not exceeding five months. 

Sir Edward Grey caused the India Office to be informed that he approved the 
roposal in principle, and that, ou being informed that the Government of India would 
ear a moiety of the expense involved, he would be willing to approach their Lordships 

with a view to obtaining their sanction for the payment of the remaining moiety out of 
Imperial funds 

He has now been informed that the Secretary of State for India in Council 
has sanctioned the charge in question against the’ Indian revenues on the under 
standing that their Lordships will accept the remaining moiety as a change against 
British funds, 

Tam accordingly directed by Sir Edward Grey to recommend that their Lordships 
will sanction the expenditure proposed of one-half of 201 per month for a period not 

five months, 
also to state that it has been suggested that these four sowars, when the 
duty indicated above has been completed, Should: bo retained as an eaoort for Hs 
Majesty's consul at Mohammerab, ‘This proposal is still under consideration, and if 
Sir Edward Grey should eventually decide to approve it, « further communication on 
the subject will be addressed to you, 
Tam, & 


A. CAMPBELL, 





(41991) No. 150, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16,) 
(Xo, 200.) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, October 27, 1900, 

I HAV! the honour to transmit @ statement furnished me hy tho Adininistrator- 
General of the Customs showing what he describes as the fixed charges on the customs 
revenue for last year. It will he noticed that these amonnted to 2,639,500 tomans, or 
within 400,000 tomans of the highest level reached by the customs nett revenue, viz,, 
3,011,038 tomans in 1907-8. ‘The Persian Government have recently undertaken 
liabilities in respect of the ex-Shah's pension—100,000 tomans a-year—and his debt of 
2,400,000 tomans to the Russian Bank, and they have promised to take over His 
Majesty's debts to Russian amounting to some 400,000 tomans. ‘The debt to 
the bank is secured on the northern custems, and the Russian Government will 
doubtless insist on Mohammed Ali's pension and his debis to Rus jects heing 

arly secured. ‘This must involve a further charge of some 3 is a-year, 

are other additional charges wl c vi to bear. 


* Major Cox, No. 5, Commercial (27219), June 27 (in print). 
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‘M, Mornard’s figure for interest due to the Imperial Bank of Persia does not, I believe, 
take into acconnt certain debts of the Shah and of Naib-esSaltaneh to the Imperial 
Bank which were taken over by the Persian Government last winter. ‘These, with 
recent arrears of interest on the advances of the two banks and on our Government 
Joan, and with a claim of the Imperial Bank of Persia of 150,000 tomans against the 
late Mint-master which will have to be taken over by the Persian Government, will 
involve a further additional annual charge of certainly not less than 100,000 tomans. 
If M. Mornard, therefore, were estimating to-day on the same basis as he has adopted 
in the enclosed list the annual charge which the customs revenue will hence- 
forward be called upon to bear, he could not, I venture to think, count it at less than 
3,100,000 tomans, or 100,000 tomans more than the highest level ever reached 
by the customs revenue, and 400,000 tomans more than last year’s net receipts— 
2,700,000 tor 

Tt is q ‘at on the basis of M. Mornari’s statement no further 
borrowing is possible on the security of the customs, and although only the first four 
items are fixed charges by virtue of engagements undertaken by the Persian Govern 

remaining eleven items being merely chargeable to the customs in accordance 
ize, it would be difficult to relieve the customs of any of these latter. ‘The 
Russian Government would doubtless object to any other security for the payment of 
the Cossack brigade, and it is important that the salaries of the Suropean Government 
oflicers should be well secured, 'Vho rest of the eleven items mostly appertain to the 
Customs administration, : 
is thus evident that a condition precedent for any further borrowing must be 
tlic conversion of the advances, &e,, of the two banks, and even this would, as I 
caleulate it, only leave sufficient margin for a very trifling loan unless it were found 
possible to reliove the customs revenue of some of those heads of expenditure with 
hich it has hitherto heon charged in accordance with usage, 

‘The advances of the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Russian Bank carry for the 
Iost part intorost at the rate of 12 per cent, and over. ‘The dobt to the two banks 
amounts, as T understand it, to between 8,500,000 and 9,000,000 tomans, of which I 
would hazard an estimate that 7,000,000 tomans carry interest at the rate of 12 or 

cent. ‘The conversion of this debt and thé reduction of the interest to 
nt. would elfect a saving of probably 500,000 tomans, in which ease, supposing, 


that the customs receipts do not fall below last year’s level and for the first six months 


of this year they show an increase, there would be a margin for borrowing of 
100,000 tomans. 


Thave, &e. 
BARCLAY, 


Inclosuire in No. 150. 


Statement by Adminstrator-General of Persian Customs. 
Datenses rrisumies. 


Bunaer des Dépenses gouvernementales assignées sur la Caisse des Douanes 
(Dépenses tixes). 
Somme 
eons 

++ 9,500,000 

1,250,000 

8,000,000 

‘000,009 

$000,000 

‘ "20,000 

rite ot pesios des fonetionnaires euripdeus | 1,200,000 

b sanitaire (quarastaltes, &c,) 3 boulo00 

Constructions ot reparations des Iilients gouverdementaus 120,000, 

10, Ratretien ot appeovisioement des huit bateaus & Sapeu {900,000 

U1; Appittenients des 1 tes (Golfe Persique) 160,000 

12; Rlsfesauces annielles ues au Gi Bouchie 20000 

Resevanice pour le port et les Ltiue < 120,000, 
Reddevatice jo fe port et les tin 
Frais ve transfert dex fonds des bun 


‘Total 
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Ce budget est établi d’aprés les obligations sonscrites par le Gouvernement, en ¢@ 
qui concerne les articles 1", 2, 3, et 4, et suivant V'usage en ce qui concerno les 
articles 5.4 15, 





[42130] No. 151. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(No. 491.) 
(elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 16, 1909. 
PLEASE refer to telegrams from Tehran, Nos. 778 of the 15th November and 781 
of to-day, anid to your telegram No. 1990 cf yesterday, Proposed joiat advance to 
Persian Government by the two banks in Tehran. 
I have not yet discussed with M. Isvolsky the question raised in your telegram 
No. 1329, as Sir G. Barelay’s telegram No, 781 would seem to indicate that the previous 
negotiations have not broken down; and so when I saw his Excellency to-day 1 
confined myself to enquiring what intelligence he had received a8 to the negotintions 
for a joint advance, ‘The information which has reached M. Isvolsky is to the same 
effect as that contained in telegram No, 778 from ‘Tehran. 





(42131) No. 182, 


Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16,) 
(No, 492.) 
(Welegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1900, 

OPENING of the Persian Medjliss. 

I was told in conversation to-day by M. Isvolsky that on the above occasion a 
passage was (according to a telegram emanating from Wolff's bureau in Berlin), 
Inserted in the Shah's speech from the throne, stating that Persian foreign relations 
were unclouded except for the fact that foreign troops were still within the borders of 
the empire. Such a proceeding on the part of the Porsian Government was, in his 

ion, an incorrect one, if the report was true. ‘The text of the speech has not yet 
come into my possession, and I'so informed M. Isvolsky. 





(42132) b No. 153, 


Xo. agg "A Nitolton to Sir Haar Grey.— (Received November 10.) 
(No, 49: 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No, 1328 of the 12th instant; project for policing, 
Bushire-Ispahan rout 

In accordance with your instructions, I have acqnainted M. Isvolsky with the 
substance of Sir G. Batclay’s proposals; and I was told by his Excellency in 
conversation this aftemoon that the scheme now being considered would ‘not give oso 
to any objection on his part. He is, however, of opinion that joint Anglo-Russian 
auction in regard to roads both in the south and in the north would be the best course, 





(42062) No. 154, 


. Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(No. 781, 
(Helegeapie) _P. Tehran, November 16, 1909. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. 
Foreign Office telegram No. 1320 of the 16th November to Sir A. Nicolson. 
Tt appears premature to state that the joint advance has been rondered impossible 
by conditions imposed by Russia. ‘The conditions have not officially been presented. 
Tam informed by manager of Imperial Bank of Persia that* he reported the new 
proposal only to haye authority in the event of the collapse of the joint negotiations, 





[1684] 
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[42133] No. 155. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16, 
(NG 782.) : va : 
(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, November 16, 1909, 
FLEASE refer to final paragraph of my telegram No. 774 of the 11th November, 
M, Poklowski informs me that. the military authorities at ‘Tiflis, in view of the 
unhealthy situation of Astara, wish the regiment to proceed to Ardebil. The question 
has been referred to St. Petersburgh for discussion. 
















(40876) No. 156. 


Foreign Office to Board of Trade. 
Sin, Foreign Office, November 16, 1909. 

T AM directed by Sccrotary Sir E. Grey to revert fo my letter of the Sth instant, 
cnelosing Sir (I, Barelay’s scheme for establishing road guards on the Bushire-Tspahan 
road. 

T am to stato that in Sir E, Grey's opinion the scheme, especially the point 
Concerning the proposed surtax on import and export duties, will require mature cone 
sideration, and that ho considers that the principal British firins trading in Persia should 
be consulted in regard to this point. Iam to enquire if the Board of ‘Trade could 
place themselves in touch with some representative firms in regard to this question 

e likely to take on the subject of the proposed 















‘and ascortain the view they would 
surtax, 





Tam, &, 
F. A, CAMPBELL. 





(42224) No. 157. 


Messrs, Hllinger and Co, 1o Foreign Ofice-—(Received November 11) 
Sir, 





, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 16, 1909 

accordance with the request of Sir Francis Campbell contained in his lotter to 
us of the 12th instant, we hand you enclosed cheque on London for 7h 10s 4d, i 
Piyment of, the cost of ‘a telegrim dispatchod on the 4th instant to His Majesty’s 
Minister at Tehran, informing him that we propose to ship from 1,000 to 2,000 tons of 
oxide from the island of Hormuz, beginning about the 10th of this month. "In making 
this payment wo beg to point out that the cost of telegraphing one word to Tehran te 
1s, Od. and that if the amount given us of 7h 10s, std, is correct, the telegram in 
(question must have contained 100 words, whi 8 to us to be impossible. We 


should therefore be obliged if you would Kindly look into the matter and refand us the 
amonut overcharged. 
































(42233) No. 158. 

ED Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 17:) 
No. 

(Telegraphic) P. 


Tehran, November V7, 1909, 


POKLEN ed to me following substance of a telegram 


id from his 





as commun 
isul at Ardebil : 









After two days’ negotiations Rahim Khan and his men have withdrawn from the 
town. lous service, at whieh both mullahs and Armenian priests officiated, was 


held to give thanks for the deliverance of the town, and afterwards a review was held 
of Russian detachment. 
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No. 159. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received November 17.) 


[42239] 


(Wo. 784.) 
(Gelegraphic.) P. 
SHAE'S Speech from the Throne, 


elvan, Novemver 17, 1909. 





Please refer to Sir .\. Nicolson’s telegram No, 492 of the 16th November. 

The following is a translation of the passage in speech which refers to foreign 
affairs :— 

“We are happy that our friendly relations with foreign Powers are maintained, 
and we rejoice to see their sympathy with the progress of the new order of things, and 
we hope for the permanence of these sentiments in the future. We sincerely trust 
that, in view of the friendly discussions which are in progress, and of the good results 
apparent therefrom, the sorrow and sadness which is dominant in the mind of the 
people owing to the presence of foreign troops in Persia will shortly be removed.” 


Tam informed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs that the allusion to the troops 
was introduced for the purpose of stemming the growing agitation against their 
maintenance in Persia. 





41687] No. 160, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 296.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1900. 


‘THE Russian chargé d'affaires called at the Foreign Oilice on the 8th instant and 
informed Mr. Mallet that he was instructed to state that the Russian Government found 
themselves obliged to send a battalion and a squadron of Cossacks to Ardebil with two 
machine guns and some engineers. ‘The squadron, he said, must have arrived on tho 
7th. He hoped that this information would not be disagreeable to His Majesty's 
Goverament. 
He was informed that His Majesty's Government had been prepared for some such 
ity, and that they could not expect the Russian Government to stand by and do 
while the lives of Russian subjects were in danger. 





nece 
nothi 








Tam, ke, 
. GREY, 





[42130) No. 161. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bonk of Persia, 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to refer to your lotter 
of the 15th instant respecting the proposed advance to the Persian Government, and to 
inform you that before giving his assent to any action on the part of the Imperial Bank 
of Persia, separate from that of the Russian Bank, he felt it necessary to ascertain how 
such action would be viewed by the Russian Government. 

cording to a telegram from His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, ivappears that the 
question of a joint advance by the two banks has not yet been delinitely settled, and 
that, pending a decision, no action has been taken at St. Petersburgh in reference to 
the ‘proposed separate advance of 70,000 tomans, though Sir A. Nicolson has been 
informed of the suggestion, — 











Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLE 













































(Received November 19.) 


(Welegraphic.) P, 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance to Persian Government. 
n of my telegram No. 781 of the 16th November, I have the honour 
to report that an offer of a joint advance of 400,000 tomans was made yesterday by the 
two banks to the Persian Government. Conditions were laid down on behalf of the 
Tmperial Bank of Persia, while the Russian Bank offered only to make the advance 
after M. Poklowski had given his assont, My Russian colleague will not authorise 


Tehran, November 19, 1909. 


a antil he has obtained ion on the four points reported in my telogra 
No, 778 of the 15th November. I the Persian Government demur as to these patste 
Russian Government would, [infer from M. Poklewski, probably object to the Imperial 
Bank making any advance to the Persian Government. ze 





(41925) No. 163. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No, 1836.) 
(Volographic.) P, 
ROAD guards in Southern Persia, 

instant. 
. the Bushite-Ispalian route should not alone form the object of any reservation 


which you make, but you should also make it include the Bakhtiari 
d uso r ari road and all road 
coming within the British sphere in Persia, x 


Foreign Office, November 19, 1909, 
Please see my telegram No, 1328 of the 12th 





(41427) No. 164, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
Reseaiu idward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
Sir, Foreign Office, Ne 2 
“A ‘eign Office, November 20, 1909, 
WITH reforence to your despatch No. 196 of tho 30th ulding, Leones peal view 
expressed. by yourself and by Major Cox that the telegraph facilities between London 
tnd Arabiatn nove Afonlod to, the Auglo-Persian Oil Company may be allowed to 
continue until the control of the Arabistan telegraph lin a = 
Buropean Tolegraph Department, ee er rae  eene 
Tam, &, 
BE. GREY, 





(42634) No. 


Sir A, Nicolvon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeit Norember 2 
Rane ir Kawardt Grey.—(Received November 2 


Sir, 


consul 


ted his demand for the id taken asylum in the 


consulate, | He hud also expressed his “fidelity” to Russia, and had suguestod thee 
that country should take over all the districts in Persia where hier troops wore Tocatel 
Tho inhabitants of Ardebil, who were overjoyed at the arrival of the Russian trees 
Were ow appealing to he made Russian’ subjects, M. Isvolsky said that it vod 


wunecesory for hint to tell me that all the above requests and suggestions had been 


{asked if Rahim Khan had returned to the subject of his march on T i 
‘ f nt had returned to the subjec Cn T 

Pscelloney said that he did not know if the Khan lad again alluded to theeabjecs 
said that understood that considerable and fairly well-equipped force was hastening 
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towards Ardebil from Tehran. His Excellency said that the two forces would probably 
come into collision, and if the Government troops were to win a victory it would be 
a satisfactory sign that the Persian Government were capable of re-establishing order 
with their own resources, If, on the contrary, Rahim Khan were to obtain the upper 
hand, he might march on ‘Tehran or Tabree with the prestige of success. Tt was 
necessary to retain the Russian troops at Kazvin until the issue of the conflict was 
decided. I did not contest this statement, firstly, because it would have heen of no 
avail to do so, and, secondly, because it will be of advantage that when the Russian 
troops are withdrawn there should be little probability of any necessity arising for 
their return, If circumstances wore to compel their return, it is possible, that, their 
stay might be an exceedingly prolonged one. 

M. Isvolsky said that his nows from ‘Tabreoz was not satisfactory, ‘There were 
apparently serious dissensions between Sattar Khan and the fedais on the ono hand 
and the governor-xeneral on the other; and the Russian consul scemed to fear that 
disturbances might occur. His Excellency alluded vaguely to the possibility of tho 
Russian Government having to reinforce the Russian troops there. I remarked that I 
Uelieved that there wore about 800 or 000 Tussinn troops at Tebreeg, and 1 sliould 
have thought that this force was amply sufficient to afford all the necessary protection 
to Russian subjects and to foreigners. 

Thave, &. 
A. NICOLSON. 





£42637) No. 166, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived November 22.) 
(No. 00.) 
ir, St, Petersburgh, November 16, 1909, 

1 ENQUIRED of M. Isvolsky yesterday whether he hud any fresh news from 
Ardebil. He replied that the situation had undergone no material change, and no 
news had been received us to the forces which were advancing from ‘Tabreer and 
‘Tehran, Tasked if the Russian Government had any claims against Rahim Khan, a9 
Thad understood from him on a previous occasion that. measures would be taken to 
enforce them, His Excellency said that Rahim Khan had recently settled all claiins 
against him personally, though possibly he might haye to be made liable for the 
plunder of the property of Russian subjects during the recent, events, ‘The Russian 
Government had still to settle accounts with two sections of the Shahsevans who had 
never punished, as they had promised, those who had been guilty of the murder of a 
Russian officer, and had never paid the indemnity 1 they had agreed, Tt hud 
not been decided whether punishment, should be inflicted on them for their misdeods 
now that some Russian troops had arrived at Ardebil.. M. Tsvolsky added that as soon 

situation had cleared up, the Russian troops could be withdrawn from Kazvin, 
was necessary to await the results of what occurred when the Persian. troops 
ved, and also to ascertain whether Rahim Khan intended to carry out his menaco 
of marching on ‘Tehran. 
Thave, &c. 
A. NICOLSON, 





[42639] No. 167. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 
(No. 611.) 
Sir, 


subject, of whic 

said that the Russian Government would raise no objections to the scheme, but that he 

thought that the two Governments should take combined action both in regard to.the 

northern and the southern roads. Tam afraid that this suggestion, if acted upon, may 

not be very welcome to the Persian Governiwent, and may perhaps render them less 

disposed to view the British project with favour. I did nob inform his Exeelleney df 
[1684] aF 
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the procedure which Sir G. Barclay proposes to adopt in laying the matter before the 
Persian Government, as it seemed to me unnecessary to do so ab this stage of the 
question, and 1 thought. that it would be well to await the decision of His Majesty's 

jovernment on the project, and also to defer any observations which you may wish 
me to olfer uutil I receive the reply of M. Isvolsky in writing. I merely 
him this afternoon that His Majesty's Government were examini 
Sir G. Barclay. 





Thave, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSO) 





Inclosure in No. 167. 





Ailemémrire 





smmunicated to M. fsvolsky oy Sir A. Nicolson. 


‘TEE question of maintaining security on the Bushire-Ispahan roads has become 
an urgent one, and the British Government have now under their consideration certain 
proposals which have been submitted to them by the British Minister at ‘Tehran, 
Sir G, Barelay is on that the most effective means of ensuring the 
of the’ continued depredations and brigandage which have rendered the 
enitioned trade route so unsafe would be the establishment of an efficient corps 
of roud guards, He proposes that a force of 600 road guards should be raised locally, 
who would patrol tho road by sections. ‘These road guards would be organised and 
auiperintonded by six officers; who would be lent by the Indo-European Telegraph 
Departmen force would be placed under the Ministry of the Interior, and not 
Saud te Masnyiot War Te a osioata) tnaks thaitotalObetonghtcest recone 
15,0001, a-year, und thisexpenditurs might be met for a given period—say, for three 
yeuts—by a surcharge of 10 per cent, on the import and export duties at the Persian 
ports of the Gulf ‘The traders interested in the matter would hardly object to this 
surcharge, as the present illegal levies and enhanced transport rates would cease as 
soon ay the road guards were in a position to perform their duties effectivel 
His Majesty's Kinbussy desires to inform the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
which the British Government are at present examining, 
imbassy hus learnt that the Persian Government. have applied to 
ian Government for the sale of « number of rifles and aminunit 
and it is earnestly hoped that any conditions w erial Russian Governn 
may deem it desirable to impose on the sale of arins will not hamper any 
the British Government might. de take in the way of creating ros 
in reality will be merely a local police force, His Majesty’ 
the coniident hope that the Imperial Russian Go 
measitres to which the British Government 
Persian Government, in order that order an 
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action which 
guards, who 
0s to express 
w favourably the 
ay wish to secure the consent of the 

on an 






































St, Petersburgh, November 2 (13), 1900. 








[42615] No. 168. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 
(No. 201.) 
Sir, 
SINCE my last 


aijan, wher 


Tehran, October 30, 1909. 
wes have broken out in eastern 
threatening 
im Khan is stated to hay est of Mo 
Ali, but his provious record tends rather to the supposition that it is  lootin; 
thin a political movement, However this may be, the Persian Gover 
centrating all their efforts to deal with this brigand chiefs Mukhber. 
‘sent from of 1,500 for 
with hin a force of 1,000, and a further for 
These hatter troops 
a number of Persia: 







on disturbs 


















nt are con 
Sultaneh has 
‘attar Khan, who has 
ispatched from Tehran, 
ould be a good fighting foree, as they comprise, amongst others, 
Cossacks ‘and of Baklitiari, as well as some 300 Mujaheddin 
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(nationalist volunteers who fought under Sipahdar at the time of the revolution) 
commanded by Yprim, who was the leading spirit in Sipahdar's force, and has since 
been doing excellent work as chief of police in the capital, What is perhaps more to 
be desired, however, than the dispatch of troops is a clear understanding on the part 
of the Shahsevans and Rahim Khan's men that Rahim Khan does not enjoy Russian 
and that, in the event of Russian intervention being necessary, he will be made 

¢ consequences of his misdeeds. Some two months ago, as I have reported 
by telegraph, a small Russian force was sent to his district from ‘Tabreez, accompanied 
by a consular officer, with the object of exacting compensation for injury to Russian 
interests. This object was achieved, but that the expedition should have been followed 
shortly after by Rahim Khan's active rebellion has given rise to the suspicion that the 
purpose of the expedition was other than the recovery of plunder, Such a suspicion 
was perhaps inevitable among a people always ready to attribute their troubles to 
Russian intrigue, but the Russian acting consul-general would have done better to 
avoid intercourse of any kind with Rahim Khan. ‘The mission to this brigand chief 
was imprudent, to say the least of it, as was also the dispatch of the doctor of the 
Russian consulate-general a little later in order to treat him for an attack of paralysis, 
for however absurd the suspicion that Russiy is inciting Rahim Khan to disorder may, 
be, his intercourse with the Russian consulate-general may easily be made by hin to 
of Russian sympathy, “The Russian doctor was instructed to 

n to keep quivt, but, as a member of the Government said to my Russian 
colleague, Rahim Khan probably gave ont amongst his followers that he brought 
messages of good-will from the Russian consulute-geueral, Since then M. Miller has 
nstructed to convey to him a warning that he will be held! personally responsible 
injury to Russian interests wrought by his tribesmen or the Shabsevans, Tt is 
to be hoped that this message will faciliuite the task of Reshid-uleMulk, who, as 
reported in my telegram No. 761, has been sent by Mukhber-es-Sultanch to negotiate 
with a view to « peaceful settlement. ‘ 

Except for Ardebil, my information shows that the state of pul 
provinces is relatively ‘satisfuctory, Lari has been summoned to 
Mohan, and I have heard no 1 posed to this 
turbulent sey « Yeulikasht district, on the border of the provi us and. 

pahan, is sfering fiom the depredationsiof the Kulgeluis, and at this point traf 

Id up on the Shirwz-lapahan ond, but, apart. Gom this, the wlato of the southern 
roads shows some improvement, ‘The roads from Yozd to Ispahan and Kerman are now 
open to traflic, and it is reported that caravans have recommenced running on the road 
from Bushire to Shiraz, though I learn this morning thut the Kashyais are blocking the 
road between Kazerun and Shiraz, 

In Tehran there is no sign of any trouble, and the Resht road seems to be no less 
safe than it always has been, aily in the period under review. there was some 

nt, amongst a number of the’ Mujaheddin, ‘The mostings of some sixty. or 
seventy of these to protest against the alleged misappropriation of funds by Sipahdar 
gave dceasion for alarmist rumours, but the movement. was entirely pacific, and there 
was never any ground for apprehending trouble. Sipalidar, the Prime Minister, visited 
‘one of their mectings and apparently satisfied the malcontents, for there haye been no 
more of these miniature demonstrations, The situation of the Government, remains 
apparently what it was four weeks ago. On the surface the advanced Nationalists seem 
to be co-operating with the Government, and indeed on of them, Vussub-ed-Dovleh, 
has joined the Cabinet, as Minister of Justice in the place of Farman Farma, who is 
said to have resigned in the hope of getting a better post in the next Ministry. 
Nevertheless, the opinion is general that when the Medjliss meets a determined 
attempt will be made to upset the Ministry. More than stxty deputies are said to be 
now in Tehran, A quorum for the meeting of the Medjliss is sixty-one, but it will not 
ntil there is taking into account the possibility of some of the 
elections being found to have been irregular, a fortnight may therefore elapse before the , 
Assembly meets, 

Tam happy to say that my Russian colleague has recommended the withdrawal of 
the bulk of the Russia rom Kazvin, It is to be hoped that the Russian 
Government w 
never, 
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a good grice. 





PS. October 31. 











information I received Sir 








(42616) 








(No. 202.) 
Sir, 
I HAVE the hionoi 


Porsin for the past four we 
























Rurma as Minister 
Dowlel has so far 
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4. Various methods i 

A contract has Leen giy 
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6, Of the nui 






somewhat violent 
troops in Persia, ‘The 
any abatement of this « 
draw the Kazvin force 

7. The pre 
tions is a little ov 
es-Sultan 
The Governm 
Parliament, and the Mi 
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somew! 












yet assumed such proportious as to make a withdrawal of the troops from Kazvin 
itficult for Russia’s amour, 





ince wri 
colleagne that bis Governnent hat 
Sixty men are to be left. at Kazvin, and between 400 and 500 are to ren rt 
moment at Resht and Enzeli. At the same time that M, Poklewsky gave me this 


have not reported by telegraph, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novenber 22.) 





No, Li. Summary of 


VOSOUK-ED-DOWLEH, « prominent Nu 
of Justice, 

wor held Mit 
Nasr-uleMulk arrived at 
In consequence of the alan 

Khan and the SI 
and more ure to follow. M, 
command the latter, but has 





on the revenue di 


Majd-ul-Tslam, the editor of the “ Nedai Vai 
sentenced to five years’ deportation for re 


ous newspapers at present-published at Tehran, the 
late their pages have been filled with 
h regard to the presence of Russian 
wed lately at Tabreez did not cause 
n Government to with- 


and the “sharq” are the most importa 
tacks on Russia chi 






ill sidoubtedly have a good e 
Announces that the total amount so far. collected by forced subserip- 
200,000 tomans (40,000/.), of which half was paid by the Zil- 
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‘propre, and there is still time for her to take this step with 


T have, &e. 










BARCLAY. 


ng the ahove T have learned from my Russian 
decided to withdraw the bulk of the Kazvin force. 
ny for the 





A, Nicolsc 





’s telegram No. 462 to you, in view of which I 
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No, 169, 





Tehran, November 4, 1909. 
to inclose herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 





Thave, &e, 
G. BARCLAY. 


Tnolosure in No. 169. 


Events in Persia for four weeks ending November 4, 1909. 


Tehran. 






, has succeeded Prince Farman 
is a new departure, as Vosouke 
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ttee, which has periodical 
to discuss matters of public interest. ‘The proceedings of this committee 
hed in the press, and these ceo 

Foreign 
nid general supy 
formal manner, 







e committee acts as a 


aba 


9, There is a general feeling of distrust towards Sipahdar and Serdar Assad, and 
it is hoped that they will resign office when the Medjliss meets, 

10. There are about sixty-four deputies in Tehran, which is jusb over the necessary 
quorum of sixty-one, but there ‘s as yet no sign of the convocation of Parliament, It 
is maid that the credentials of some of the provincial candidates are probably vot ia 
order and it is preferred to wait, for a substantial majority in order to be certain of a 
quorum. The Parliament building, moreover, which was nearly wrecked by the 
bombardment of 1908, is still undergoing repairs and does not appear to be nearly. 
ready. It is hoped, however, that the House will sit before the end of November, 

11, An incident occurred on the 26th October at the auction of Amir Bahadur's 
roperty, which is being held under the supervision of the Russian Legation, 
olice officers eame while the autioa was in progress and stated that they had orders 

or ee IL eG Men ecic ays caning Ob eye tibet bag ierar nl gaseant an 
An angry altercation ensued between Amir Bahadur’s representative (a Russian 
subject) and the polico, but the auctions and other Persians present fled out 
crying: “Tong live the constitntion—we obey the police.” ‘The Russian Legation 
insisted on, and obtained, an apology for this affront, f 

12. Captain Petzel, attaché to the German Legation, is constantly consulted. by 
Sipahdar on military matters, 








G. P CHURCHILL, 





Tabrees. 


1. The nineteen members of the National Assembly for Azerbaijan have been 
elected, ‘They are, on the whole, men of integrity, and, if led properly hy capable 
party leaders, should become a useful force for reform, Five of them, including Taki 
Zadeh and Musteshared-Dowleh, were members of the former National Assembly. 
Only four lesser mollihs are included in the nineteen ; this is indicative of the eclipse 
of clericaiism, perhaps the most significant. feature of the election, Seventeen of the 
nineteen members belongs to Tubreez itselt'; it is regretted that: the outlying parts of 
the provinee are not better represented, but this is to some extent due to the electoral 
Jaw itself. Tn the opinion of the governor-general the system of direct election would 
have secured a juster aud wider representation in Azerbaijan, Soujboulak, apparently. 
‘owing to Turkish obstruction, took no part in the electious. 

2, With the exception of the Ardebil district Azerba ned quiet. ‘The 
trouble at Ardebil is due to Rakim Khan, who, immelistely afta ithdrawal of 
the Russian detuchment from Ahan, eallected a force, and at’ the same. time instigated 
the Shahsevans. some of whose chiefs ad already made tems with the new Govern. 
iment, to rebellion, 
surrounded Ardebil 
cut, so that news 



















































‘The governors 
Cossacks, to Sarab to negotinte w' 
from the Russian eonsul-general, informing him that ke would be held personally. 
responsible for harm to Russian Hie or property. M, Miller algo instructod. the 
Russian viee-consil at Ardebil to convoy. this message to Rahim Khan. In anothor 
letter sent by eshidaul-Mulk M. Miller said he know Rahim Khan had fastigated. the 
Shabsevans, and he would hold him responsible for the damage done by them. Tt is 
hoped that these communications, which are the outcome of instructions received by 
M. Miller from the Russian Minister at Tehran, may: have a good effect, ‘Uh 
general informed Mr. Smart privately that unless the Russians abst 
encouraging Rahim Khan and the Shahsevans a catastrophe involving Russian 
vention a second time was inevitable, ‘The Government forces contain a lange 
reactionary element at present loyal to the new régime, but if this element gotis the 
idea that the rebels are backed by the Russians it may not remain loyal. From Tehran, 
4 force of 1,600 men of all arms with three guns has been dispatched to Ardebil under 
the command of M. Yetraim, chief of police. 

3. Two hundred Persian Cossacks with four guns from Tehran and 200 Inanloo 
horsemen from Zinjan, intended to form the governor-general’s escort, arrived on the 
23nd October. 
, 1684) 
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4, The reduction of the number of Russian troops in Azerbaijan was begun on the 
17th October, when one field battery and two companies of infantry left Tabreez for 
Russia, ‘They were followed on the 19th by two companies of infantry, half company 
of sappers, and some men and horses of the mountain battery, which was reduced toa 
peace footing. General Snarski and his staff left on the 2ist October. On the 2rd 
October the Russian consul-general stated that there remained 1,100 men at Tabreca, 
100 infantry at Urumia, and 100 Cossacks at Ardebil. ‘The Russian Minister at ‘Tehran 
gave the figure at Tabreez as 1,000. 








Kasvin, 


One thousand six hundred Russian troops are still at Kazvin, and detachments 
have been placed at each stage on the Resht road during the past month. The Russian 
Government has now decided to withdraw all but sixty men from Kazvin and 400 from 
Resht and Enzeli, 

Resht. 


Quiet has prevailed. ‘The governor-general and the local assembly are said to have 
d, but there has been no open rupture, Some Persian Cossacks having reached 
Resht from Tehran, many of the Caucasian volunteers have been dismissed. 







Zinjan. 


Negotiations between the Government and Mollah Kurban Ali were prolonged to 
nearly the end of Os 
the G 





ober, but a satisfactory arrangement was then arrived at, and 
Jovernor has reached Zinjan and assumed his duties, 


Meshed. 


1, The district appears to, have remained quiet, although neither the Governor- 
General nor the local assembly is credited with possessing much authority. A growing 
scarcity of money and employment is reported. As a result of strong orders from the 
Minister of the Interior, the local * volunteers” have stored some of their arms, but they 
atill appear armed inthe streets, ‘The Russian consul-general at the beginning of 
October wrote a strong note to the local Foreign Office agent attacking the governor- 
general. 

2, M, Potroy, wi 
4th Ootober, and Left on 
8, Major Sykes lett f 




















o has been appointed R 
he 6th for Kerman, 
Krasnovodsk on short leave on the 14th October. 





ian consul at Kerman, arrived on the 













‘Turbat-iHaideri, 


1, Bight Russian Cossacks arrived from Kerman 
for Russia vid Karez, On the 16th eight, whose destination was unknown, arrived from 
Russia, On the 19th ten arrived from Russia, On the 26th eight arrived from Seistan 
for Russia, and on the 9th October eight from Kerman for Russia, 

2, On the 23rd September a large caravan arrived from Yezd escorted by fifty 
sowars, ‘This was the first caravan to got through for « long time, and its arrival caused 
great satisfiction to the merchants, 

3, Lieutenants Makaharof and Iyantchenko arrived from Meshed on the 22nd 
September. ‘They were students of the St Petersburg Academy of Oriental Languages, 
‘and had been granted three months’ study leave to Persi 

4. ‘The Kussian officer at Karex left in the first week of October for Pul-i- 
Khatun, 








the 19th September en route 























Seistan. 
During August 9,918 casos were treated and 54 operations performed in the 
consular hospital, 
2, ‘The situation has remained unchanged and quiet prevails. 





Birjond. 
Shaukat-ul-Mulk, on reappointment to the governorship of Kain, assumed office on 
th 20th September. There rumours that Hishmat-ul-Mulk’s Baluchis would 


create trouble, but Shaw took precautions, and there have been no 
disturbances. 
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Ispahan. 


‘The town and district have remained undisturbed, Samsam-es-Saltaneh has 
expressed a desire to resign the governorship, but his sincerity in this is open to 
question. He is known to be on bad terms with the other Bakhtiari khans, who accuse 
him of refusing to share the emoluments of Ispahan with them as agreed, All the 
roads appear to be safe excepting that near Yerdikaast, on the Shiraz road, there 
has been an incursion of Kugheluis, who have robbed several caravans and plundered 
villages, ‘The Persian Cossacks, en route for Shiraz, who left Ispahan on the 
17th October, have also been held up by them north of Yezdikaast. A force of 
Bakhtiaris has been dispatched to clear the road, 

2, On the 7th October MM, Dmitrieff and Nikitino, of the Russian consulate- 
general, left for St. Petersburgh. 











Kashan, 


‘Naib Hussein (see last summary) is still at large, but forces are in motion against, 
him. The Persian authorities at Ispaban have requested that he may be refused 
admission to the consulate-general should he try to take refuge there, 








Sultanabad, 


Mr, Strauss, acting viee-consul, reports that the people of the province of Iraq are 
being driven to despair by the Bakhtiaris, Complaints of the plundering of the Kasas 
district by Hussein Khan Zarghan, Bakhtiari, having reached Tehran, the Minister of 
the Interior directed his brother, Haji Khusru Khan, to proceed from the Bakhtiari 
country to Iraq, to punish the offenders and restore the plunder to its owner, Khusru 
Khan ‘went to Traq and about the 15th October telegraphed to Tehran that he had 
carried out his instructions, ‘This, Mr, Strauss says, is not the case, He states that 
Haji Kbusra Khan joined forces with Hussein Khan Zarghan, and plundered some 
villages 

Bakhtiari counte 
the Interior to Mr. 
truth of the staten 
according to Mr, 
The pre 




















as promised. to. engui 
nits made in that report. Tn Sultanabad itself a leading priest’ who, 
wuss, enjoys the support of the Bakhtiaris, is tyrannising the people, 
governor appears to be worse than useless, 








Yerd, 





On the 28th September the suburban Parsee village of Qusimabad was raided by 
‘Taftis who beat men and womer off three men besides much plunder, ‘The 
prisoners were subsequent] me ill-treatment on payment of @ ransom, 
On the 29th the inhabitants of Qasinabad and a number of Parsee priests, merchants 
and others from the town took refuge in the vicu-consulate against the oppression of 
the Taftis, who were at the time very active all round Yerd, raiding the villages and 
plundering the people, ‘They remainéd in refuge until the 19th October when the new 












governor, Sardar-iang, Baki arrived and assured them that they should be 
protected and the Taftis punished. ‘The new governor's arrival lis had a very good 


effect on the situation and the roads are now open and safe, 








Kermanshah. 


1. A reconeiliation between the two fictions in the town has been eflvcted through 
Daoud Khan, the Kalhur chief. He is to preserve order outside the town, and a 
commission of notables inside. ‘The governor having received io troops from ‘Tehran has 
formed the Central Government: that he accepts no responsibility, Rumours of 
dissensions at ‘Teliran have hud a disturbing, effest and until allure ec the eapital are 
constituted on a firm basis no progress is to be expected in local affuirs, Daoud Khan 
hhas been appointed by the Central Government * chief of the tribes.” He collected the 
‘ore to act with him, It is said that he advised them to avoid paying 
taxes and to make raids, but not to attack pilgrims or merchants’ goods If the new. 
régime prove permanent and he is called on to restore order, he will reply that this ean 
only be done it the chiefs are establish « police for 
2, Most of the property taken in the robbery reported in last summary was restored. 

to its owners. 
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Kerman, 










3. Haidar Khan of Kamanij, has died of a wound inflicted by one of his servants 
and his followers have left Kazerun, ‘The road between Kazerun and Konartakhteh is ) 
reported to be most unsafe. It is said to be in the hands of Kashgai tribesmen, who 

are reported to be engaged in plundering. ‘This recrudescence of disorder 1s unfor- | 
tunate as caravans were once more just beginning to use this route to Bushire, 





1, ‘The town and district have remained quiet. Rafat. 
‘Tehran from Bam, whereupon the people of Bam closed their shops and took refuge in 
the telegraph-ollice, protesting that they would not let him go, as he was protecting 
them against the raids of the Buluchis. He, however, started for Tehran on the 
25th September. 

2. All the Baluchi chiefs are said to have made peace among themselves, each 
keeping to his own fort and district; but they have sworn on the Koran to join 
together to oppose any attempt of the Persian Government to retake Baluchistan, 


m was summoned to 




















. ¥ 
Perstan Guur, 





Bushire, 












Shiraa. 1, The local assembly has continued to meet two or three times a week, but does 


not appear to have transacted any business of importance, At the instiyation of the 


1, The new governor-gonoral, Saham ed-Dowleh, has displayed extraordinary agent of Soyid Atal Busia Tae ¢ valegeapiied bo cured ender uses ecRGHT 


ehergy in putting into order the administration of the prov He has established a 
























; the Seyid was a Nationalist: and innocent of the charges of robbery, &e., brought 
number of bureaux each with a definite tusk—eg., Justice, Police, Army, Revenue, ets Siecle 2 zi aged) 

‘Tribal Affairs—and insists on the work of these bureaux being done. He has reduced a Oe Oe ORL AE Bes da toa, 
Nasr-ed-Dowleh to abjest submission, and compels him to accompany him in all his rpeneldireachivase cane) nsvings heen) eallensjosirance) His eM osty/aiesaias 















official work. He signalised his arrival by hanging a well-known ruffian who was in consul-general has temporarily taken charge of French interests at Bushire. 
the porsoual employ of Nast-ed-Dowleb, ‘This, combined with exemplary punishments 
in other eases, has helped to establish his authority. For the moment all opposition is 
paralysed, but the governor-general has made many enemies—especially the clergy —and 
Tis Majesty's consul considers that it will be « mitacle of successful bluff if he manages 
to maintain himsoll, He has already made some progress in the settlement of British 
claims, ‘The general situation may he summed up as follows: ‘The yovernor-general has 
frightened everyone with whom he has eome in personal eontact, ansinly by his perfect 
roving of all difficulties, but it seems unlikely that the same 

impression will be produced by his lieutenants in other parts of the provinee, and it 
renuins to be seen whether his authority vill survive the first serious cheok which it 
y reavive, wil és of some kind with which the inhabitants 
niot too fimnilian, The unknown factor in the situation is the attitude of the tribes 
towards the new régime, Hearing that tho extreme party amongst the Constitu- 
tionalists were in commun Syulat-ed-Dowleh, Mr. Bill, after consulting the 


cation with S 
Toei! Foreign Office ugent, wrote to Soulat-ed-Dowle him of his promise to 
































Lingah. 








On the 30th September a telegram was received at Bushine from His Majesty's 
consul at Bunder Abbas, stating that he had received a report from the residency 
agent at Lingah, to the effect that Seyid Abdul Hussein Lari had taken Bustek, that 
the inhabitants of Lingah were panio-stricken, and many were leaving the place, ‘The 
governor-general, who was ut Bunder Abbas, assured Captain Rae that, the town 
would be sate, as he was sending the “ Persepolis” with troops to defend it. 





















Mohammerah. 








1, The guard of Indian troops, which has been. at the oil-works for the past two i 
years, left Persia on the 24th September, except four men who remain asa personal 
guard to His Majesty's consul at Mohamnicrah, 

1: 

















support any governor except Ala-ed-Dowleh, aud. ur; to support the gover: 2. Fakhr-ul-Ahilk, the new governor of Arabistan, assumed office at the end of 
Hotore receiving this letter Soulat sent in one adherents with a let September. His arrival coincided with the recurrence of robberies on the Shuster 









introduction to Mr. Bill asking that/he might be treated with full confidence. Mi 
informed the governor of this verbally, and told him the vwply which he intended to 
make, empliasising the fact thatit was only in the absence of ony properly-constituted 
‘authority that he had been compelled to eiter into somewhat unusual relations with the 
niomad chiet, ily accepted the situation, and discussed the position of 
Soulat-ed-Dowleh with apparent frankness, He said that he had no prejudices on the 
subject, that the Government in Tehran had been in favour of the dismissal of Soulat, 
ut he had wyed the desirability of giving him a chanee, and that as long as he kept 
the Kashyais quiet he had no quarrel wit but it he filed to do so he ‘would 
be dismissed in the same way as any other failure, Soulat’s emissary visited the 
consulate on the 5th October, "He began by hinting that the new régime was too good 
to lust, but, on being pressed for adefinite message, said that Soulat had full eonfidence 
in the new governor-yeneral personally, but knew that Sardar Assad was his enemy, 
and the friend of the Kuyamis, and he could uot help being uneasy when he saw 
KawameuleMulk Governor of Kerman and Naze-ed-Dowleh the governor's right-hand 
inn. He was reassured on the latter point; it is, indeed, quite clear that the governor 
hos Nazred-Dowleh under his th Mr. Bill also repeated his exhortati 

Soulat-cd-Dowleh to make his vo 





Dizful road, where the Sagwand tribe looted 700 animals and their loads, ‘The 
governor appears to be powerless, Sardar Arfa was requested by the Central | 
Government to continue de facto governor of Arabistan, as he was when Haji 
Saifted-Dov re He replied that he could not undertake to do this, | 
and that, Mulk: having been appointed without consulting him, the respon: 
sibility of governing Arabistan must: be with him only. Sardar Arfi has now with 
drawn his nominees from Shuster and Dizful, and a” recurrence of trouble there 1s 
to be expected. He resents greatly receiving enquiries and instructions from Sardar 
Assad as Minister of the Interior. 

3, M. Zwinne continues his policy of introducing « new and stricter régime in the 
administration of the customs, and his uction is arousing widespread resentment, 

4, Messrs. Wonckhans and Co.'s Mohammerah agent, M, Carstens, having died, his 
place has been taken, temporarily at all events, by Mr, Randles, an Englishman, aged 
about 22, fresh from Hamburg, and unable to. speak any language but German and 
English. “He does not seem to possess any particular eapicity for commercial dealings F 
sotto ba greatly attached tothe frm, 

5. Mr. E. B. Soane, late of the Imperial Bank of Persia, who has been travelling 
and living in disguise in Sulaimaniah and Kurdistan in order to investigate linguistic 


problems on behalf of an Oriental society in England, arrived at Mohammerah on the 
24th September, 



































im 


































pro 
ana 
dif 
him. 









©. B. SLOKES, Major, 
Military ‘Attaché. 


new in th 
Heo 











‘vid Abdul Hussein Lari, who has been summoned to 

‘i to disturbances Mr, Bill considers it best that the rei 

r guard should there until either troops arrive fro 
wed safety from the Seyid. 
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[41925] No. 170. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 22, 1909. 

T AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 13th instant respecting Sir G. Barclay’s and Major Cox's 
schome for maintaining security on the Bushire-Ispahan road, and to inform you that, 
in Sir E, Grey's opinion, the sc require mature consideration, and that the 
arrival of Sir G. Barclay's despatch, on the subject and Major Cox's return to London 
should be awaited before any definite decision as to its adoption can be reached. In 
the meanwhile the Board of Trade have been consulted as to these proposals, and they 
have been requested to communicate with British firms trading with Persia in order to 
ascertain what their views are likely to be as regards the proposed surtax of 10 per 
cent, on export and import duties in the-Persian Gulf, which appears to Sir B. Grey to 
be the most contentions point in the scheme. 

Viscount Morley will have seen from the telegram to Sir A. Nicolson of the 12th 
instant (a copy of which is enclosed for convenience of reference®) that a reserve with 
rogard to road guards in Southern Persia has already been made to the Russian 
Government in regard to the proposal that the Persian Government should employ 
none but Russian officers for their gendarmer further telegram has now been 
dispatched to him, making it clear that this re st cover the Bakhtiari road and 


any road within the British sphere of influence, as well as that 
to Shira and Ispahan, 


Tam, &e. 
F, A. CAMPBELL, 


[42960] No. 171. 
Sir G, Barclay (o Sir Edward Grey,—(Received November 23.) 


¥ Tehrun, November 23, 1909. 
{AM informed by M, Poklewski that Russian Government understood that the 
employment of military officers was contemplated under th sche 
maintaining order on the Bushire-Ispahan road. Russian Minister has informed his 
Government that this is an error, but from a tolegram which he has since received it 
‘appeats that they still misinterpret the scheme, 
‘According to the proposal of Major Cox and myself, the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department: was to second a certain number of telegraph oflicers to be empl 
purpose. 





(42961) No. 172, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edmard Grey.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 867.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

SOCIETE du Tombac. 

‘This company is for practical purposes a department of the Imperial Ottoman 
Bank, and it is not in our power to bring our influence to bear upon it as suggested 
in Tehran telegram No, 760 (repeated to me in your telegram No. 680 of the 
2th ultimo). 

‘Tho Russian Ambassador is hopeful of obtaining the renewal, on equ 
the contract with the Russian steamer company, while the manager of the Soc 
‘Tombae says that they will take the best offer made to them, the question of the 
renewal boing therefore simply one of terms, 

‘Phe present contract has still a year to run, 


Constantinople, November 23, 1909. 


* No. 139. 


uz 


[43003] No. 173. ; 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 24.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to’ the 
Viceroy, dated the 19th November, relative to the Shiraz escort, 


India Office, November 23, 1909. 


Tnelosure in No. 173. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic) P. India Office, November 19, 1909. 
PLEASE see your telegram of the 19th October last as to affairs at Shira: H 
Majesty's Minister at Tehran has been informed under date the 15th jNovember that 
the proposal made by him has been sanctioned for so long a time as ho s satisfied that, 
for the safety of the British consulate, additional guards are necessary, 


(43079) No. 174. 


Sir G. Borclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 24.) 
(No. 788.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 


Tehran, November 24, 1909. 
NAVIGATION of Lake Urumia, 


acting consul-general to proceed to Soujboulak, as Mr, Smart was of op 

presence there would materially aid negotiations, and I have instructed him to uso 
every effort to bring about an arrangement which the Russians approve. He will be 
away for some three weeks, during which period the consulate-genoral will be in 
charge of Stevens's father. 





(43078) No. 175. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 24.) 

(No. 789.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

SITUATION in Eastern Azerbaijan. 

In continuation of ry telegram No. 774 of the 11th November, I am informed by 

Majesty's acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez that Ardebil has ‘been occupied by 
3,200 Russian troops. ‘The regiment which I reported was to be held in readiness at 
Astara is evidently included in this force. M. Poklewski has not boon informed that it 
has reached Ardebil, but his consul has announeed the arrival of its colonel. 
Instructions had heen sent to the regiment to remain at Astara, Russian Minister 
tells me. 

‘Mhe prompt withdrawal of the troops stationed at Kazvin is now more than ever 
to be desired in consequence of this new development, Rahim Klan cannot be 
regarded now as a danger, even by extreme alarmists, 


‘Tehran, November 24, 1909, 
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(43119) No. 176. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 25.) 


Sir, India Office, November 24, 1909. 

IN reply to your letter dated the 13th November, I am directed to say_ that 
Viscount Morley concurs in the view of Secretary Sir E. Grey as to the desirability of 
examining the possibilities of effecting a connection between Bushire and the Jahram— 
Aliabad=Firazabad route. : 

On learning that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury will accept 
as a charge against British revenues a moiety of the estimated expenditure stated in 
my letter of the 28th October last, he will inform the Government of India that their 
proposals are approved. 

Tam, Xe. 
R. RITCHIE. 





(43153) No. 177. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No, 496, 
(Yelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 25, 1909. 

RUSSIAN troops in Persia, Please refer to telegram No, 780 of to-day’s date from 
‘Mehran. 

When I saw M, Isvolsky this afternoon, his Excellency told me that the Ki 
force was to he reduced by 300 men, who were to return to Russia. He also sai 
regards the situation at Ardebil that the question was under the consideration of the 
Russian Government of how those Sha were to be treated who had plundered 
and committed other crimes: some punishment might possibly he necessary. 
rewards the report to the effect that the Persian Government forces had inflicted a 
defeat_on the rebels, he hud no official news on the subj 
intention of the Russian Government that the force sent to Ardebil should be of 
considerable size, but it may be assumed that as soon as the authority of the central 
Jovernment has tablished in that neighbourhood, and when the Shahsevans 
have heen dealt with, the Russian troops will be withdrawn from the town. I will 
mike enquiries of his’ Excellency as to their exact numbers. 





(48169) No. 178. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No, 790.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 25, 1909. 

M. PASSIK, Russian consul-general at Bushire, and M. Kadlobowsky, late acti 
consul-general at Bushire, were attacked on their way from Shiraz to” Bushi 
stages out from Shiraz, near Dastarjin, by Boarmadis, a branch of the Kuhgelui « 
Several mombers of the escort were wounded, and one Russian Cossack was killed, 
M. Passo and his party have retreated on Khan-i-Zinian, 

‘The telegraph doctor, Woollatt, accompanied by His Majesty’s consul 
with an escort of Indian sowars and Persians, haye gone to their assistance. 
approved Mr, Bill's action in accompanying Dr, Woollatt, as it would be unsafe for the 
doctor to proceed thither escorted only by Persians. 


[43183] No. 179. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 
(No. 791.) 
(Welegraphic.) _P. ‘Tehran, November 
IN continuation of my telegram No. 790 of the 25th November. 
M_Poklewski informs me that several caravans, doubtless for the sake of protection, 
had joined M. Passek’s party. 


9 


‘They were ambushed by 260 tribesmen yesterday morning. Casualties included 
some twelve Persians attached to the caravans, among whom was a local’ official 
commanding the caravan guards, in addition to those reported in my immediately 
receding telegram. Fighting lasted halfan-hour. ‘The tribesmen robbed the caravans, 
Bit cyphers ot eranitae avtitve! waves eu hentia 


(43242) No. 180. 
Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co, to Foreign Office —(Received November 26.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Dear Sir, November 24, 1909, 
‘THE following telegrams exchanged between my firm and Mr. Dayid Brown, who 
is acting as my agent at Tehran in regard to Ormuz Island, may be of interest. to 
you : 


Received from Mr. Brown, November 24, 1909: 


“Consider present moment favourable ; have reopened negotiations.” 


Sent to Mr. Brown, November 24, 1909 


“Maintain our offer 24th August, provided all oxide now mined Ormuz belongs us.” 


‘The offer of 24th August was contained in a telegram to Mr. Brown, which read as 
follows :— 


“ Nt figuros mentioned—that is, 40,0001, cash and 2,001. per annum royalty sixty 
years—do your utmost include minerals salt Persian littoral, of course without. inter- 
ference Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited) concessions. Failing this, do your 
ttinost secure mainland concessions now held by Moin, which understand include 
Minab, Namakdam, Khamir, Kong, Mamasani. If impossible close upon terms of your 
telegram, of course understand all mined minerals and salt on concessions obtained for 
us belong to us immediately, including about 2,000 tons of Ormus oxide, for which 
Ellinger and Co., Manchester, and (or) Weir sending ‘Edenhall’ Ormuz in the course 
of the next few days from Bussorali, and which if concession obtained wo naturally 
deliver on account Weir contract if it exists. Wo are prepared open a credit in favour 
of Imperial Bank of Persia,” 
Yours, &c. 
FRANK ©, STRIOK anv Co, 





[43262] No, 181, 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persix to Foreiyn Office,—(Received November 26.) 


Sir, 25, Abehurch Lane, London, November 25, 1909, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of tho 18th instant, 
and beg to thank you for the information given. My directors will be greatly obliged 
if you will be so good as to inform them when a decision is arrived at in the matter, 

‘Phanking you in advance, Ihave, &e, 

G. NEWELL, Manager. 


$j 


(43398) No. 182. i 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Foreign Office.—(Received November 27.) 


Dear Sir, 28, Oaford Street, Manchester, November 26, 1909, 

WE beg to inform you that we purpose shipping, on behalf of Messrs. Andrew Weir 
and Co,, from the Island of Hormuz about 600 tons red oxide of iron by the steam-ship 
“Haddon Hall,” belonging to the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company, loading. 
to commence about the 30th instant, and we shall be obliged if you will, as previously 
arranged, take the necessary steps to advise His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran of thie 
loading. 

(1681) 21 
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Referring to our letter of the 16th November, in reply to your letter 40161/09, 
we find that we could wire the advice to Tebran from here at a cost of about 
30s,, and therefore, if the expense to your Office will be much more than this figure, 
perhaps you will be good enough to allow us to cable His Majesty's Minister direct. 
Tn this case we shall be obliged if you will kindly let us know at once, so that we 
may wire ‘Tehran in time for His Majesty's Minister to take any steps which he may 
find to be necessary before the 30th instant. 








We are, &. 
ELLINGER np Co. 





(43441) No. 183, 
Sir G. Barclay (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 27.) 





(Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 27, 1909. 
PLEASE refer to my telegram No. 695 of the 18th July. 
1 am informed by the Persian Government that the appointment of Azad-ul-Mulk 
as Regent has beon confirmed by the Medjliss. 














(42634) No. 184, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
No. 307,), 
Sin, Foreign Office, November 27, 1 
[HAVE received your Bxcellency’s despatch No, G04 of the 12th’ instant, 
reporting @ conversation’ with tho Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting 
rocent events at Ardebil, “ 
On the 22nd instant I told the Russian chargé d’affaires, who enquired whether 
Thad any nows from Persia, that everything appeared to have gone well at Ardebil, 
and that all trouble there seemed to be over. hoped therefore that the withdrawal 
of troops from Kazvin, which had been suspended solely because of the trouble at 




















Ardebil, might now be proceeded with. 


Tam, &e. 
BE, GREY. 





(43446) No. 185. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 
(No, 498.) 
{tlogecpnie.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 28, 1909. 
M, ISVOLSKY spoke to me yesterday, in the course of an interview, on the subject 
of the regrettable incident in Southern Persia, ic, the recent attack on the Russian 
consul, Ilis Excellency observed that the ac consul had been on a 
previous occasion attacked by the same tribesmen and that no reparation had been 
made, ‘Ihe punishment of the delinquents and the payment of compensation would, 
ho insisted on by the Russian Government this time, and representations 
would be made to the Persian Government, He added that the evacuation by: Russian 
troops w T pointed out to M. Isvolsky that the question 
of our establishing road guards was proved by th jent to be both necessary and 
urgent, but no written reply from him on this subject has reached me yet. Twas given 
10 indication as to what steps the Russian Goverament propose to take in the event of 
the Persian Government proving incapable of inflicting the necessary punishment on 
tho tribesmen concerned in this attack, 
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(43444) No. 186. 3 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 28.) 

(No. 793.) 

(elegraphic.) P. 
EASTERN Azerbaijan, 
Tam informed by His Majesty's acting consul-general at ‘Tabreez that Shahsevans 

have gone into winter quarters at Moghan and that Rahim Khan has retired to 

Karadagh. In addition to keeping open roads from Ardebil to Astara and 'Tabreex 

with Russian troops, i is proposed to place Russian garrisons at Ahor, Messhepar, and 

foghan. 
With reference to Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No, 496, no information has reached 
me to the effect that Persian troops had defeated rebels, who dispersed as the result, 

Mr, Smart informs me, of negotiations with the Russian troops. 


Tehran, November 28, 1909. 








(43584) No, 187. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 





(N 
ir, 


- 625.) 





, St. Petersburgh, November 26, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the attack by Persian brigands on M, Passek, 
Russian consul-general at Bushire, on his journey from Shiraz forms the subject of a 
leading article in the “ Novos Vremya ” of to-day. 

‘The journal observes that this incident confirms, in an unpleasantly realistic 
manner, the comments made in its columns a day or two ago as to the extremely curious 
statement made in the Shah's Speech from the Throne to the effect that the Pers 
population were filled with grief and alarm at the presence of foreign troops on Persian. 
territory. Asa matter of fuet order is guaranteed and safety of life ensured only in 
those places where there are a sufficient number of Russian soldiers, ‘The troops of the 
Gov eneral of Azerbaijan who were dispatched against Rahim Khan ure returning 











































to g rwinained « whole month at Serab doing nothing. ‘The notorious 

Satt as fled trom Ardebil, leaving the inhabitants to their fate, Persian. and 

Russian merchants put all their hopes in the Russian troops at Ardebil and 'Tabreez for 

keeping the trade routes open. Such, then, is the sorrow of the Persian people over the 
Six trading caravans, belonging to those very Persians who 





ch from the Throne) are so grievously dismayed by the presence o 
territory, had attached themselves tu the weakly guarded. 
After giving the details of the attack as reported by the 
ageney, the “ Novoe Vremya” continues: “Such is the order existing in 
‘ont of the quietest districts of Persia, Bands of robbers nibsting bundsede 
of persons muster there and give regular battle to travellers without, let or hindrance, 
‘Where, then, are the Persian authorities? The ‘serious representations’ made by the 
Russian Minister at Tehran will evoke an equally serious reply from the Persia 
, which has just shown in the Speech ftom the ‘Throne how thoroughly it 

the gravity of the situation, ut the most serious of diplomatic documents 
ston b ords and bullets must be employed in dealing with them, 
is the very respect in which the Persian Government: is 
incompetent ent to Ardebil achieved nothing in the course of'a month 
to frighten the peaceful inhabitants, Sattar Khan, the most famous of Persian 

tary leaders, has proved his ability bya hurried flight from the place of danger, 
then, is the use of the ‘most serious’ representations made by M, Poklewski? 
Are they not rather likely to prove a laughing-stock ! ‘The Persian Government knows 
how to compose a Speech from the Throne, tut absolutely ineapable of preserving 
al order or even of safezuarding foreign diplomatic representatives, In these 

s. if the Russian Minister feels that he is indeed the representative of a 

Fan not merely diplomatic clerk, he should take other steps on his owa 
ity. Shiraz is situated within the sphere of Unglish influence, and there is 
h gun-boat always stationed at Bushire, ‘The Persian Government with the 
in the world is powerless to satisfy the demand for the punishment-of the 
There remains but one naturil resource—to ask for the co-operation and 
istanee of English diplomacy, which has already once taken measures by armed 
action to restore onder and safety in South-West Persia, ‘This would compel the 
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Persian Government to awake from its slumbers far more effectively than ‘ energetic? 
representations at Tehran, ‘The telegrams of yesterday evening report that the Engli 
cousu! left for the seene of the affair with an eseort of British Indian soldiers imme- 
diately on learning the news. ‘This shows that the Englishman did not waste time in 
fruitless diplomatic correspondence but proceeded to action at once. It is this which 
constitutes the envinble difference between English and Russian diplomats.” 
Thave, &e. 
‘A, NICOLSO 





[43527] No. 188. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 


No, 206.) 
if Tehran, November 8, 1909. 
I HAVE conferred with Major Cox regarding the question of milways in Persia, 
and 1 have the honour to report that we are in agreement with the Foreign Office 
memorandum of the 29th September, 1908, as to the disastrous effect on British trade 
in Persia of a railwi Mohammerah to Julfia on the lines desired by the Russian 
Government, but incidentally we should wish to record our opinion that construction of 
the railway from north to. south, as distinguished from the simultaneous constru 
from both north and south, would, as enabling Russian trade gradually to exclude our 
own from districts where v holds its own, be as objectionable as the imposition of 
differential rates in the Russian sphere, and should be as emphatically rejected as the 
Inter. Were the work of construction to commence from the Gulf end under our 
‘uspi even from Julfy and Mohanmerab simultaneously, aud were differential 
rates excluded, it would, of course, greatly benefit onr trade, as it would enable Br 
foods to compete ti is Russian right up to the eapital, but until Russia 
fan be persuaded to satisfy’ us on these points it would be better that the project 
should remain in abey 

At the same time, king of a concession for this and 
other railways of spe 8 5 longer be delayed, and that we should, 
in anticipation of the expiry yy embargo a year lenee, lose no time in 
making the tion to the Persian foreshadowed in the memorandum 
bnded to MI, evusky on the 1th Ostober, 1908, find Major Cox in agreement with this 

mrandum as to t ns of special importance to British interests, except that 

up Bushire vid Aliabad with the Bunder Abbas 

ition in regard to the railways specifically referred 

as most. closely concerning the two Powers, 

that I gather from conversation with M. Poklewsky that the reason for the conspicuous 

omission from the Russian memorandum of a branch linking Khanikin with the main 

line was that the memorandum dealt with lines which Russia wished to construct, 

and not with those whose construction by w third pa wished to block, which was 

the case with the branch in question, the construe ich would be, at any rate 
for a long time to come, particularly unweleome to her. 

Whit will be the attitude of the Medjliss towards foreign enterprise in general it 
will be difficult to foresee, but the feeling against. Ri now so strong that I fear 
that to obtain an engagement from the Persian Government securing to the two Powers 
preferential rights in regard to railway development in Persia will require very great 


earmarking 
would suggest that the two Pov igagement we seek a condition 
of any advanee fron: the two Gover ‘any. ease, whether we succeed in 
scouring such an © ait or not, the fact of our having made the communication 
indicated should go fir to block concessions to any third party. 
Thave, &. 
G, BARCLAY, 
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(43528) No. 189. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 
(No, 207.) 
Sir, Teiran, November 9, 1909. 

IN my despatch No. 147 of the 27th July I reported that the Sheikh of Moham- 
merah was not completely satisfied with the assurances given him for himself and 
“his heirs and successors,” and that he was anxious that the words in inverted 
commas should be changed to “his own successive male descendants up to a period of 
one hundred years.” 

Thave taken advantage of Major Cox’s visit to Tehran to confer with him on the 
question of our assurances to the sheilkh, and he has embodied the sheikh's wishes in 
this matter in the accompanying memorandum (Inclosure 1), 4 

I trust that the explinations given by Major Cox of the reasons which have 
impelled the sheikh to ask for the extension ‘of our assurances to his offspring will be 
considered sufficient to warrant our giving him satisfaction on this point, 

Tt will be noticed that the sheikh also desires un assurance of our protection for his 
wrivate property, I take it that, in the event of any encroachment on his property in 
Persia, we should in fact find it desirable to give him the necessary assistance for a 
sutisfietory solution, so that assurances on this head—provided they werg express 
confined to his property in Persia, for we do not, of course, wish to do anything which 
might encou to acquire more property in Turkey—would not increase our 

tical obligations, I would therefore recommend. that an assurance should also. be 

'ven him on this point, and, in onder to give us what would be recognised as) somo 
focus standi for helping the sheikh in the event of the Persian Government's interfering 
with his property, I venture to hope that it may be found possible to give ellect to 
Major Cox's suggestion that « decoration be conferred upon him, _ A favourable moment 
might be after then agreement. with the Auglo-Persian Oil Company is 
disclosed, provided that its disclosure does not arouse any greab agitation in the 
in which latter event the bestowal of the decoration might be postponed for 


’s memorandum that the sheikh wishes to be 
vn to. his tribesinen, setting forth in brief the 
nd that at a nt inter 
T venture to 


the good behaviour of the sheikh and his offspring, 

ula marked “ Tnelosure 2” which T beg to recommi 

atisfy the sheikh, and ir seems to Major Cox and to me to com 
we should, even if it did not exist, find ourselves compelled in our own interests to 
perforin, ‘The proposed formula covers the points already referred to in this despatch, 
en the extension of our assurances to the sheikh’s male descendants for a stated period 
and protection for his property in Porsia, but does not include two further assurances 
which the absikh destes to obtain, viz those which relate to. bis trettmeny in. the 
nt of Great Britain's seizing the southern customs or intervening in the south, 
jor Cox and [have discussed these two points, and he thinks that it would be 
possible if the sheikh reverts to the question to’ make him understand that Elis 
Majesty's Government cannot give undertakings contingent on action of their own 
which ‘they cannot regard as at all probable, and to satisfy him on the points in 
ion with general friendly verbal assurances, On this point if His Majesty's 
ernment have any special instructions they might be given to Major Cox before his 


return to his post. 
T have, &e. 
BARCLAY. 


Inelosure 1 in No, 189, 
+ Memorandum by Major Cox on Assurances desired by the Sheikh of Mohammerah. 
BEFORE I left the Gulf for England Sheikh Khazal begged me to lay his circum: 
stances and aspirations before His Majesty's Minister and Government, and after my 
(ieea) 2K 
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arrival in England he sent me a telegram which was intended to remind me on the 
subject. 

‘We have, of course, given the sheikh a generous amount of sympathetic support of 
Jate, and haye considerably strengthened the assurances previously given to him. He 
s still, however, nervons for the future on certain points, and anxious for further signs, 
and Tam inclined to think that when the nature of his apprehensions, and the facts at 
the ele of them are examined, His Majesty's Government may. find it possible to 
satisfy him without any practical increase in the weight of the obligations which they 
have already accepted in regard to him, 

In spite of what we have hitherto given hi 















1 the way of assurances— 





1, He is always in fear that his nephew Hanzal, a man of about 40, whose loyalty 
is doubtful, and who was recently id and accused of being implic: ted in a plot 
against his (Sheikh Khazai’s) life -ize some favourable opportunity to affect. his 
own or bis sons assassination and usurp the sheikhdom. 

Tt is to provide against this or a similar contingency, and in order that Hanzal 
may know thet it i useless his aspiring to the succession that the slicikh, asks that the 
words * heirs and successors ” be amended to “male descendents,” &e. (vide my letter of 
the 16th May 1909.) Sheikh Khazal quite realises that we could only support a 
descendent 6 long as the suid descendent continued to act up to his obligations to us 
generally, and was acceptable to his tribesmen ; and, as regards the latter, he says le 
‘would be prepared, if we wish it, to obtain the signification of the assent of the elders 
to the succession of his children 

If the assurances were worded somewhat as follows : 
that: they conti ronwent and are 
acceptable to their tribesmen ;”” it would please Sheikh Khazal greatly, and T do not 
soo that by doing so we should in practice be further committed to any serious extent 
than we are now. 

It is obvious, and this the sheikh well understands, that if he or one of his 
descendents proved an unsatisfictory ruler, or failed to act up to his obligations to us, 
he would he considered to have forfeited the right to our support. 

Sheikh Khazal still fears that some day, either as a complement to Russian 
action in the north or te chaos in the country, we 
may be obliged to inter ia and perhaps find it convenient to take 
over Mohammerah. 

Krom thista 
as holding good f 

Here agai to mo. that it would be possible to find a form of 
words which would satisfy him without inconveniently committing us eg., would 
malo descendents to the third generation, provided that,’ &e., be out of the question ¢ 
It is always our policy with these Arab rulers, ¢g., Ba Koweit, trucial chiefs, to 

thein and control their external relations but | independent in rgard to 

nal polities, 
Apart from his position as Sheikh of Mol 
he enjoys us such, Sheikh Khazal is ap 
porion and of the property and income ign 
lividual 
I 



















“ Male descender 
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ued to satisfy their obligations to His Majesty's Gov 





















prehension results his desire that our assurances should be recorded 
fc period. 
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y of his 



























Airvtion of safeguarding his ps 


perty. 
One of the grounds on w i 


1 we do so (or did 80) is because the Zil en 
British decoration, and I think that the bestowal of a British decoration would be 
‘a convenient way of showing support to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, It would 
certainly please the Sheikh, ‘The Sultan of Muscat has a G.C.LE, May T suggest a 
K.C.LE, for Mobammerah ? 

4, Sheikh Khazal thinks it possible that we may be driven to assume control of the 
‘customs of the south, including his, 

In that contingency, however, le hopes that we will leave 
control of the Mohammerah and Ahwas customs, as at present, b ng them to 
him at a figure based on the average receipts’ for u past term of years, subject 
to periodical revision, Can wo meet his wishes in this direction 

ing regard to tie possibility which he apprehends of the break up of Persia 
and of our intervention in the south, he would be relieved by an assurance that we 
would maintain him and i in the enjoyment of their present rights and 
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territory and internal autonomy as we do now in the case of Bahrein, Koweit, &c,, and 
that in case it should be found possible to preserve that state of things, we would 
undertake to give him the personal revenue he now enjoys and give him an asylum in 
India or elsewhere. 

6. Quite apart from the desired assurances set forth in the foregoing paragraph, 
the sheikh explains that the résumé of the various assurances given him from time to 
time up to now, which I recorded at his request in my letter to him dated the 
16th May, 1909, is in that form suitable for his own inforination; bub that owing to 
the references made in it to previous documents and previous occasions and the length 
of this letter, it is not a document which he could conveniently show to, or would be 
comprehended by, his tribal elders, 

On the other hand, he considers it of urgent importance that he should, in order 
to quiet any apprehensions on the part of his tribesmen, and also to strengthen their 
support of himself and their faith in the friendly policy of the British Government, 
have some brief form of written assurance in general terms which he ean show to them. 

Asked to state offhand what sort of form and terms such an assurance as he had 
in mind should, in his opinion, take, he dictated the words of which Tattach » literal 
translation, 

Tt seems to me that, with slight modifications, it could be put into a form which 
His Majesty's Government might be able to approve and which would suflice for the 
sheikh’s purpose, 




















PZ ©. 


‘Translation of Brief Form of Assurances of the nature desired by Sheikh Khazal, and in 
the terms dictated by him to Major Cox, 


(For communication to tribal elders.) 


Tam authorized to inform you that whatsoever change may take place in the state 
of the goverumeut of Pars, and’ whether it bo Royulshior Nationalist tho British 
Gor twill be prepared to afford you support and protection for preventing any 
sort of enermachment on your property, jurisdiction, and rights; and will likewise 
protect you against foreign Powers, and riot allow any eneroachment. to be made on 
your property, jurisdiction, and rights. ‘These assurances have been given for yourself 
‘and afterwards for your male descendents by the British Government. 











Tnelosure 2 in No. 189. 


Revised Version of Assurance to Sheikh of Mohammerah, 





I AM authorised to inform you that, no matter what change may take place 
the form of the government of Persia, and, whether it be Royalist or Nationalist, the 
itish Government will be prepared to afford you the support necessary for obtaini 
solution in the event of any: encroachment by the Persian Government on 
‘your jurisdiction and recognised rights or on your property in Persia. 
in like manner they will afford you protection against molestation from foreign 
Powers, and will not permit any enctoachment to he made by them on your said. juris 
aigtion antl aosieized righta or upon your property ia Porta 
‘These assurances are given for’ yourself by the British Goverament, and are 
wded to extend to your male descendents so long as you or they shall not have 
failed to observe your obligations to the Central Goverment and shall have continued 
to be guided by our advice and maintain an attitude satisfactory to us, 






























(43492) No. 190. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 





0. 930.) 
Si 





% Constantinople, November 22, 19109. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 357 of to-day’s date, Ihave the honour to 
report that on receipt of your telegrams Nos. 685, 686, 68:, and 691 of the 
20th October and the 3rd November respectively, I caused enquiries to be made as to 
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the extent of English interests in the Société du Tombac, with a view to bringing 
influence to bear on that company in the sense desired by Sir G. Barclay. ‘The result, 
of these enquiries showed that the whole of the shares in the Société du Tombac are 
held by the Imperial Ottoman Bank, and the board of management is composed 
entirely of officials of the bank, and that as the enterprise holds out no prospect of 
‘Vecoming a paying concern, the sole interest of the bank is to try to liquidate it 
without loss before the expiration of the concession in 1917. ‘There is one Englishman 
on the board, Mr. Charnaud, but when approached on the subject of the renewal of the 
contract with the Russian shipping company or alternatively of the appointment of 
Messrs. Strick as agents, he said he could not interfere in the matter. ‘The whole 
of the company is couducted by M. Dominic Panjiri, who, whien sounded on 
abject, said that the question was purely a business one, and that he would be 
obliged to accept the most advantageous offer by whomsoever made. 

‘Whe Rus assador, to whom Tcommunicated the result of my enquiries, 
‘agrees with me that in the circumstances it is difficult to bring any effective pressure 
to bear on the Société du ‘Tombac, but e hopes that he will be able to obtain a 
promise from the Imperial Ottoman Bank that if Messrs, Wénckhaus are unable to 
fler more advantageous terms than those of the existing contract with the Russian 
company, the contract with the latter will be renewed. But he could not, he said, do 
more than this, 

Should he fail, I doubt whether any local action by His Majesty’s embassy to 

n the agency for Messrs, Strick would have any better chance of success, but I 
Would venture to suggest that possibly a recommendation to the London board of the 
Imperial Ottoni would carry considerably more weight, especially if it were 
niade in the shape of support to an application made direct to the bank by 
Messrs. Stri 

Thave, &e. 
CHARLES M. MARLING, 





(43512) No. 191. 
Sir A, Johnstone to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 29.) 


Copenhagen, November 21, 1909 
enclose translation from the “ Dannebrog” of 
dumnouncenient of the Royal Danish Geographical Society respecting a 
xpedition in 1910 to the lands bordering on the Pei as wel 
interview between the Socre 


bers of it. 

Both these en are well known in Denmark for their connection with 
banking aud cou Jnsiness lero, and especially for their inte 
industrial enterprises in Sian . 

T should be gratefal if i 
mention this matt 
the proposed expe 

As you arw probably aware there is a small arms establishment i ark where 
the Danish rifle mitraillense Rekul G Y" is manufactured. ieve that full 
details is to this rifle have len furnished to the War Office by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Yarde-Buller, Military Attaché to His Majesty's legation, 

Thave, &e. 
ALAN JOHNSTONE. 


ons could be sent me whether or not I am to 
avenius, and request an explanation of the exact seope of 


reported to the Fi 
despateh on the subje 
then warned 
do 80, 

Spe 
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Government of India eame to the conclusion that Benedictsen in reality belonged to the 
Russian Intelligence Department, and the facilities were withdrawn. : 

‘With respect to the question of arms exported from Denmark, I may mention that 
the Russian Minister here told me some time ago that during the height of the Finnish 
revolutionary movement in the years 1907-08, the Russian. Government employed a 

ce agent in Denmark, who discovered that extensive shipments of arms and 
mn were being forwarded to Finland in Danish bottoms, although the arms and 
m themselves were manufactured in other countries, and that he was able 
through this agent to warn his Government in time to prevent their being landed. 
do not suggest that the Danish shipping and commercial firms will endeavour to 
smuggle arms into Persia, but Tonly remark that they are eapable of doing so. 

Prince Koudacheff himself, when I mentioned the subject of this proposed geograe 

phical expedition, said he knew nothing about it. ae 


Inclosure in No. 191, 


Extract from the “ Dannebrog ” of November 21, 1909. 


A Dasish Exreprrioy 70 THE CouNTRiES nouND THe Prrstay Guir.—A Suorr 
ERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR OLUESEN, 


jeographical Society issued the following statement yesterday evening :— 

“The Committee of the Royal Geographical Society have taken the initiative 
in a plan for sending an expedition to the countries around the Persian Gulf, 

Phe object of the expedition is to examine the ethnographical, topographical, 
Dotanical and ethnological conditions obtaining in the districts in question, and also 
at the same time to collect information us to conditions which may have practical 
impor ee ape ‘ 

‘A scientific exploration of these districts is an excellent piece of work for our 
Gvographical Society. Without going into details we can say that only fow parts. of 
the globe are so rich in material’ which ealls for examination from a soientific point 
of vie 


fo what extent this exploration will. prove capable of execution depends upon 

the support accorded to. the enterprise by the institutions and private: persons to whom 
application lias been made, 

“It is to be hoped that this excellent undertaking, which may redound to the 


honour and advantage of our country, will meet with the necessary support,” 

Immedia ecript of the above statement we paid a visit to the secretary of 
the Geographical Society, Professor Olufsen, and begged him to give us a few more 
details of the new expedition and its object. " But the Professor's lips were sealed with 
seven seals. 

“All that [ean tell you is that a Committee has been formed at the request of 
the Geographical Soci ations for the expedition,’ 

“Gan you uot tell us something about the Committee ? 

“T really don't know,” replied the Professor, 

“Who is the chairman ?” 

“Well; yes,” the Professor yields whilst still on the defensive: “the chairman is 

iral Richi 


“Professor Frants Buhl, Major-General Rasmussen, Consul V. Glitekstadt, 
Herr M. L. Frimodt (a large merchant) and Professor Olufsen, Now ar you 
satistied ?” 

“No, far from it.” 

“Well, you are not going to be told anything more,” said the Professor, 
severely. 

“When is the expedition to leave ?” — 

“Tn the course of 1910, as soon as we have collected sufficient money. An 
expedition of this kind can [sic) be ready to start in the course of a couple of days.” 

Ts the State to be asked to contribute ?” 2 

“No. We are only applying to various funds and private persons,” , 

[sss] 21 





















any 


it is 
dition 





the expedition to begi 


Shackleton : “You must be early if you 
know ?” 
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“Tn the statement there is something about ‘practical exploration ; does that by 
chance mean investigations of a commercially practical nature ?” 

‘General practical geographical exploration is meant, also with reference to commerce; 
very likely that a commercial expert may be associated as a member ot the expe. 
mn, But for that matter there is work enough in all directions round the Persian 


Gulf.” 





“Yes, and now we come to the heart of the whole matter, Professor. Where is 
and whois to lead it?” 
ssor Olufsen smiled Knowingly, and replied in the famous words of Sir E. 


nt to catch me. Wouldn't you just like to 
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papers, that the Russian military force which has recently be 
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there must be some ulterior motive in all this affability 
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[43619] No, 192. 





Consul Stevens to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 29.) 


Batoum, November 6, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to report, from information furnished by the Caucasian news- 
n ordered to proceed to 

Ardabil is composed of a 

Tofantry 

mat Cossack: Regiments: “One 

il. 








consulate and Russian. res 
battery of artillery, one 


the Russian v 
of @ grenadi 
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(48677) No, 193, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 29.) 








THE Und 





fate for India presents his compliments to th 
sito for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Mc 
ation of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 

nt of India da 


« Under- 
forwards 
letter 
the 1th November, 
ical agent at Koweit, 
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India Office, Novenber 27, 1909. 










Tnclosure 1 in No. 193, 


Major Trevor to Government of India, 











fidential.) Bushive, October 14, 1909. 
THAVE the honour to forward, for the information of the Government of India, a 
ofa letter concerning a conversation which the Sheikh of Koweit held 

jel agent, 


2% Sheikh Mubarck appears to be in a very friendly mood at 


ed 
is spontaneous offer of the ageney rent-free, and. by this con 


but T think 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 193. 


Captain Shakespear to Major Trevor. 





fidential.) 
T HAVE the honox 
Tield with me 
it may prove of inter 
2% Tt appears that s 


Koweit, October 11, 1909, 

to report the substance of a conversation which the Sheikh of 

fow >on the affairs of the Sheikh of Mohammerah, in 
mnment, 

ter Major Cox's last visit to Mohammerah, Sheikh 

adinen of id discussed with them the 

es of definitely binding himself to the British Government by a document, 
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which, evidently from Sheikh Mubarek’s description, was intended to be a regular 
treaty on more or less equal terms. The headmen of the tribes were very averse to 
any such proposal, pointing ont that, though they might make a treaty and so avoid 
Persian and ‘Turkish interference in their affairs, they would be subject to endless 
interference from the British, who would, little by little, reduce them and their sheikh 
(Shazal) to the condition of Bahrein, where now nothing was possible without. the 
“order” of the political agent; they could see no compensating advantage in such an 
arrangement, especially as at present they fonnd that a combination of all the near 
Arab tribes could make things so unpleasant for either Persian or Turks, that 
Mohammerah generally succeeded in securing its own way very satisfactorily. Sheikh 
Khazal was, however, insistent, and pointed out that, though such had been the case 
of Bahrein, it had been brought about from within by the Khalifa family’s own foolish 
method of working, and contrasted our treatment of Bahrein with that of Koweit, where 
a political agent liad proved of considerable help to Sheikh Mubarek, Finally, it 
appears that by argument, specious promises, and lavish hospitality, Sheikh Khazal 
































prevailed on his Cha’ab headmen to agree that, if he put his signature to any document 
of the kind contemplated, they would follow his lead and also append their signatures, 
In reply to my query as to why Sheikh Khazal should be so anxious to secure. the 








ure of the headmen to stich a docuinent as well as his ow 
ted out that that was the only certain way by which Sheikh Khaval could bind all 

ious subtribes to their promise, fearing as he did, if anything subsequently 
ccurred to which one of the tribes objected, that he might: he unable to prevent all of 
them siding with the disappointed one and leaving him without. the necessary’support 
either to force compliance or induce it pacifically, 

3, Tho above was convoyed to me by Sheik Mubarek: quite spontaneously, and ab 
the moment struck me as being specially produced for British consumption or as a 
ballon dessa’. ‘Then, on his own account, Sheikh Mubarck urged the advantages to the 

h Government in some such tie, pointing out that between them ho and Sheikh 
al owned practically the whole of the cultivated land on the Shatt-cl-Arab up to 
Mohainmerah and beyond, 

4. Thave no doubt, from the careful way in which the sheikh expressed himself, 
that this communication and. probably the form of it were carefully arranged between 
himself and Sheikh Khazal at one of their frequent meetings at. Fai han 

to their own advantage ; each desires to rid himself of what authority tho Turkish 
or Persian Government may haye over him and to replace it for the benevolent 
protection of the Briti "Though the slieikdis may talk of tie. bonelite 
of such protection, their sole idea is that when obtained it will give them a 
from foreign aggress ile leaving them absolute within, their own te 
what they please nd property within their respective jurisdictions, 

as likely to lead to anything 
further, but to show how these two sheikhs regard matters in this region. For it must 
be remembered, though this of course is never even hinted, exactly the same means 
which the two sheikhs employ to achieve their ends with their present suzerains could 
Le used with equal effect against ourselves, and T regret to have to state that, in my 
opinion, I do not think Sheikh Mubarek would hive the slightest hesitation in 
concerting any such move if he thought he had the least chance of obtaining 
successful issue, 


Sheikh Mubarek: 
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ies to do. 
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5. Chave reported the conversation, not so. mu 





























(43794) No, 104. 


Mr. Rogers to Mr. Newell.—{Communicated by Sir T. Jackson November 20.) 


(Confidential.) 
r Mr. Newell, Tehran, November 10, 1909, 
1 CONFIRM my letter of the Gth instant, and have to acknowledge yours of the 
28th October, the contents of which are noted, 















Doubtfui Accounts. Ettemadieh v. Kawam-ed-Dowleh,—This case has been proceeding in 
the Persian Foreign Ofice court up to a day or two ago, and has now been suspended 
indefinitely. Sir George Barclay expressed to me his regrets at being unable to support 
thie bunk further in the matter for the present, in view of the fact that the Persian Govern: 

i: had notified the British Leyution they would not the transfer of any debt 
owing by one Persian subject to anothtr if made over to a foreign subject, in which 
category the Ettemadieh Company's claim on the Kawan-ed-Dowleh should be placed, 
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Thave asked the vice-consul to let me have an extract of the Persian Government's note 
to which he.refers in his letter, of which I send you a copy. I believe this was in the 
form of a circular note to all the foreign legations. Sir George is of opinion that the 
rament ‘has good grounds for their objection, as preferential treatment is 
obtainable for such claims in the Persian Foreign Office court when put forward by a 
foreign subject. However, in talking over the matter over, he expressed himself prepared 
to take such steps as the British Foreign Office may instruct, and in this connection I 
nk it would be us well for us to know exactly to what extent we may look for further 
ussistance from the British Gove to enable us to realise this—the only asset 
possessed by the company, ‘The legation are of opini 5 
debt to @ third party ewnnor be good in huw, Would it not be worth while to obtain a 
legal opinion on the subject? In this case there are two alternatives: one to allow the 
Ettemadich Company's case against the Kawam-ed-Dowl the Persian 
courts—an interminable aflair—aud later come upon our debtor through the Persi 
Foreign Office if hie should by a verdict against such a pow: 
as the Kawam-ed-Dowleh, or to make the Etvemadiel: bankrupt, and in that ease the 
creditors would have to take up the ease and divide the spoils it successful 
in this latter event we should get litele or nothin 
Wint.—I have been unable to secure even a small contract for 50,0001 ; the M 
of Finance absolutely declines to take the responsibility before the Medjliss m 
heen already attacked in the present provisional council for allowing 
contracts to be taken over by the present administration, We ean for 
“that proposals for new contracts will receive at the hands of the inexpe 
es that form the comin Parliament and ae stand a poor chance at absaining a 
inint contract unless the required pressure is brought to bear by the lewat 
Parsian Gotermient:—1 enclose copy of our letter to the Minister of Finance on 
the subject of the advance against jewels. I gave the British Minister the substance 
of your telegram: and he expressed himself quite in accord with your views, We are 
accused of an obstructive wud unsympathetic attitude by the partisans of the new 
régime, and the Minister of Kinance told me that our refusal to assist the Government 
W the present juncture would cause an unpleasant impression in the minds of the 
Medijliss 9 
ince writing, 
great anxiety to arrange the advance against j 
the moves towards the end desired by the Persian Gov 
sent to you to-day as per copy enclosed. T haye also fully i 
of the situation, and 1 bel hie is telegraphing the Foreign Office also. 
from him that ‘the resources of the Government are now reduced to not more than 
20,0004, With the prospect of a struggle at Ardebil ig the dispatch of 
troops, their plight is a sore one, ‘The verbal assuran by the Minister of 
F to wgreatextent contirmed by the other Ministers I met at the legation 
last evening, particularly in regard to the ubility of the Bushire customs rec 
30,000 fomans per, mensemn and bring” up 
Mornard. 
Yours faithfully, 
SYDNEY ROGERS, 































































































Minister of Finance, who di 


layed 
To kee 


you au courant with all 



































oxpand sufligiontly to keop up the 
arrears, based on assurances given them by M. 





Inelosure 1 in No, 194, 
Mr, Cowan to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Tehran, November 6, 1909. 
WITH reference to the claim of the Imperial Bank of Persia against Ettemadieh 
Compai ireoted by His Majesty's Ministor to inform you that the Foreign 
Office tribunal has decided that the case between Etter Company and Kawam- 
ed-Dowleh must be settled by the Persian courts, ‘his decision appears to be 
corvetly based upon the Persian law which prohibits the transfer of a debt by a 














Persian’ to a foreign subject. 


Tam, &. 


N. PATRICK COWAN, 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 194, 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Minister of Finance, Tehran. 


Your Excellency, November 8, 1909, 

WE have the honour to inform you that in reply to our telegram regarding the 
question of an advance of 500,000 tomans to your Government, we haveb een requested 
by our board of directors to state the manner in which interest on the existing debts 
is at present being met ; and farther to inform them of the arrangements made for a 
Tofund of the silver, the property ofthe bank, withdrawn in coin ffou the Government 
mint and misappropriated by your Government. 

In reply to the first question, we informed our board of directors that the interest 
paid during the period 20th March to 6th November left. a deficit of 1,868,978 krans, 
and to the second question we replied that your Government, had, up to the present 
moment, allowed the matter of the misappropriation of the silver to remain without 
a settlement. 

We feel assured that. your Excellency will recognise the importance of ax 
a speedy settlement. of these questior 
consider a further advance in view of 








‘ing at 
aval thus. poritting our board to favourably 
heir earnest desire to assist your Government, 
We are, &e, 
For the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
SYDNEY ROGERS, 
Deputy Manager. 









Tnelosure 3 in No, 194, 


Conditions of Imperial Bunk of Persia for the proposed Joint Advance to Peysian 
Government, 


ARRANGEMENT regarding monthly instalments of i 

300,000 krans per month on existing debts to be confirmed by. the present Government, 

and an additional pledge of the Mohammerah customs receipts to be made to the bank, 

to ensure loyal and. pr out of promises given by the Minister of Finance 

thatall arrears of inte since March Inst be gradually paid off, and that these 
ures take eff the beginning of February 1910, 

2, Settlement of misappropriation of 80,0001, silver from the mint, and interest 





ferest amounting to 




















thereon. 
In default of deduction of the equivalent of this amount from the sum now pros 
se to be advanced, the following’ mudifietion would. probably be approved by the 
hoard — 
‘The immediate refund of 900,000 krans, said to have remained at the mint at 
its closing on the 13th July last, and to be still awaiting disposal; the balance 
of, say. 1,000,000 krans, to be formally taken over as a Government debt, and to: be 
repaid by a first charge of 15,000 krans per diem from the profits of the mint, as silver 
is coined for contractors. 




















3, Repayment of the advance forming the subject of the present negotiations to be 
made from the proceeds of the proposed unified Persian Government loan consolidatin, 
all Government debts contracted to foreigners, for which—aecording to an unofficial 
statement by the Persian Minister of Finance—it is the intention of the Persian 
Government to negotiate in the near future. 

4. Ratification of the verbal promise made by the Persian Minister of Finanee to 
grant the Imperial Bank of Persia a mint contract in the event of the successful issue of 
the present negotiations, 














Tnclosure 4 in No, 194, 


Mr, Rogers to Mr. Newell, 





(Confidential) 
(Extract,) Tehran, November 13, 1909, 
YOUR telegram accepting the proposils for the advance to the Persian Govern- 





ment ae jeee- On Thursday was told by Sir George Barclay it had been 
1684 2M 
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decided that the Russian Government and ourselves should make the. advance jointly 
tinder certain conditions, A conference was held at the Russian Legation yesterday, at 
which tho two Ministers were present and the Banque d'Escompt 

myself, Tt was there agreed upon. that the two banks should write an identical letter 
setting forth the respective conditions under which the loan was to be made, and 
failing to obtain the Persian Government's acceptance of the conditions laid down by 
either party the negotiations would fall through, I understand that the concessions 
demanded by the Russian Goyerament are political for the most part ; these, however, 
were not disloed a the meeting yesterday, while ou cards were lsd onthe table and 
declared no more than we should’ receive ght and that had already been verbally 
omised to us by the Minister of Finance, and which are vital to our interests. . . « 
Promponfirm iny private telegram of to-day placing before you a small loan oifered 
upon the security of the mint profits, Thad no hesitation ih recommending this for 
your favourable consideration, as it, would provide us with a mint contract, and secure 
ihe advance nt the same time, as, in my opinion, the present negotiations are doomed 
to failure, unless modifications are made in the demands of the Russian Government, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 104. 


Imperial Bank of Versia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London, 


(Translation 
(Pelexraphic.) F : __ November 13, 1909. 
FOR your private information only. ‘Terms asked by Russian Government are not 
roasonable; in our opinion no prospect of completing negotiations; in the event of, 
may wo take the draft of Persian Government on Customs Administration for 
700,000 krans? Security mint profit of 15,000 krans payable daily, secured by our 
own mint contract; we could secure if conditions are agreed to. Strongly recommend 
the business, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 194. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 


(translation) 
(Pelegraphic.) 
FOUR telegram of 19th November, . 

Foreign Oitice in communication with St, Petersburgh in regard to loans generally. 
Foreign Office wish to work on joint account with Russia; we have referred your 
telogram to Foreign Office, and we will reply as soon as possible. 


November 16, 1909. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 194. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran. 


(Lranslation, 
(elogeaphic. 
AVE are forwarding to-day 26,0000, bar silvers further 25,0002, 4th December: 
25,0001,, 11th December; 26,0001, 18th December; in view of ontlook Persian trade and 
able requirements Persian Government think it is very advisable arrange promptly 
mint contract, 


November 27, 1909, 


Inclosure § in No. 194, 
Imperial Bank of Persia, London, to Imperial Rank of Persia, Tehran, 


(Pranslation.) 

(Welegraphiv,) November 29, 1909. 
5 ROGERS private letter addressed to A. 0. Wood 10th November, refer to your 

confidential. se ial letter 


-d October telegraph what progress has been made 
regarding Mob 


h customs receipts. 
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[43694] No. 195. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 794), 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 29, 1909, 

I HAVE received a telegram from His Majesty's acting consul at Shiraz, reporting 

wurbances yesterday in the town. ‘The rioters looted the apartments of the governor- 

general, and he was obliged to leave Government House to eseape from them. Riots 
have temporarily subsided, but Mr. Bill fears that they will again break out, and 
doubts whether authority of governor-general can be re-established. 

For the past fortnight there has been unrest at Shiraz, the details of which I am 
unaware, and more than once governor-general has announced his intention of resigning 
unless troops were sent to his assistance, I do not know who could fill his place if he 
carries out this threat, 

T have pressed Persian Government to dispatch a force, and it is said that a 
regiment has left Ispahan already for Shiraz, 





(43697) No. 196. 


¢ Sir G. Barcloy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 
Xo. 705,) 
(Velegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 29, 1909. 
EASTERN A 

yy telegram No. 793 of 28th November, M, Poklewskki has 
nm ian troops in Azerbaijan should limit, their activity to 
punishing shahsevans, and allow Persian troops time to deal with Rahim Khan 
themselves, before taking action against him: the military dispositions reported in my 
above-mentioned telegram would, he considers, be too much of the nature of a general 
‘occupation, 





(43794) No. 107. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
i 
E to Persian Government. 


If possible, ple: tain what stage has been reached in the yegotiatior 

what is the attitude of the Russian Government. ee 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia aro anxious to learn our decision as 
Reference is to Tehran telegram No, 785 of 19th November, 


Foreign Office, November 29, 1909. 


oon a8 possible, 





(41438) No, 198. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 29, 1909. 

LAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to ee the receipt of your 
letter of the 10th instant relative to the preparation, for presentation to the Persian 
Government, of the account showing the expenditure incurred in the construction of 
the Central Persia telegraph line. 

I am to inform you in reply that Sir E. Grey concurs in Viscount Morley’s 
proposal to approve the views expressed by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-Huropean 
Telegraph Department on this subject, and to instruct him to prepare the bill of costs 
accordingly. 

Tam, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
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[43833] ~ No. 109. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 
(No. 796.) as th y 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 30, 1909. 


RUSSIAN Government, M. Poklewski informs me, have now decided to withdraw 
from Ardebil the majority of their troops. 





(49846) No. 200, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30. 

(No, 797.) te ! 

(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 30, 1909. 
FOLLOWING sent to Bushire, Kerman, and Seistan, and repeated to India 


A telegram has been received from telegraph inspector engaged on repair duty, 
stating that Sarhnd Baluchis contemplate raiding the Narmeshir district, and other 
Baluchis may, it is feared, co-operate 


_ Is it possible to convey a warning similar to that of July last to the Baluchi 
Chiefs ? 





(43856) No, 201. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 
(No. 798,) m cm a 
(Pelographic,)  P. 

JOINT adva to Per: 

With reference to yi 
Tam informed th ing received 


‘Tehran, November 30, 1909. 


ovember to St. Petersburgh, 
replies to the proposals reported 


in ay telogram No. 785 of the 19th November, the negotiations are at present at 
is 


standstill, 





(43907) No, 202. 
Messrs, Ellinger and Co. to Foreign Offic —(Received December 1,) 


28, Oxford Street, Manchester, November 30, 1909. 
pt of your telezram of yesterday, and beg’to thank you for your 
that we should communicate direct with Sir George Barcel 
towarding the loading of oxide at Ormuz by steam-ship “Haddon Hall.” We have 
duly wited Sir George Barclay, and hand you herewith copy of our mesa 
May wwe assume that we have the n of the Foreign Office to cable direct to 
His Majesty's Ministor in regard to all similar loadings at Ormuz in the future? In 
this case we shonld of course keep you promptly advised of all communications, and 
send you eopies of telegrams dispatched, 
Awaiting the favour of your reply, we are, &e. 
ELLINGER ayp Co. 


Tnclosure in No. 202. 


Messrs. Ellinger and Co, to Sir G. Barclay. 


(Telegraph Manchester, November 29, 1909. 
FOREIGN OFFICE have sanctioned our cabling you direct that “Haddon Hall” 
will commence loading about 30th 500 tons oxide. 
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[43938] No. 208. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir ledward Grey.— (Received December 1.) 
(No. 799.) 
(Telegraphic.)_R. Tehran, December 1, 1909. 

SIR A. NICOLSON’S telegram No. 498 of the 28th November. 

Russian Minister informs me that Persian Government have expressed sorrow for 
the attack on the Russian consul-general, promised to punish the culprits, and admitted 
their responsiblity for compensation for Rus uilties and loss of property. 

Tdo not see how this feeble and penniless Government can be expected to do 
more, 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh.) 





[43958] No. 204, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 1.) 
(No. 501.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
YOUR telegram No. 1345. 
T saw M. Isvolsky this afternoon, and I enquired if the Russian Government would 
sbject to an advanco being made to the Persian Government by the Inperial Bank. of 
Persia, if the present negotiations came to nothing. His Kixcellency said the question 
had not yet arisen, and when it did lie would have to think it over. 


St. Petersburgh, December 1, 1909. 





[43119] No. 205. 


Foreign Office to Treasury. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 1, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
of correspondence which has passed between this department and the India Otice 
relative to a proposal put forward by the Goyernment of India that a survey should be 
undertaken in relation to the question of effecting a connection between Bushiro and 
some point on the Jabrum-Aliabad-Firazabad section of the Bunder Abbas-Lar- 
Jahrum-Shiraz route.” 

Tam to stato that Sir B, Grey fully concurs in the opinion that the results of the 
operation proposed would be of the greatest use and profit, more especially in view 
both of the approaching expiration of th iement forbidding the construction of 
railways i ja, which will leave His Majesty's Government free to develop the 
resources of the British sphere by this means, and of the prospect of the rapid advance 
of the Bagdad line which necessitates an immediate decision as to British railway 
policy in those regions. 

Tam accordingly to express Sir E. Grey's earnest hope that the Lords Commi 
sioners of His Majesty's Treasury may see their way to consent to the imposition on 
Imperial revenues of half the cost of the proposed survey, viz., of 2,000 rupees for 
contingent expenses and 753 r. 12 a. a-month, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(44301) No. 206. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December b.) 


St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1909. 
informed me on the 24th instant that, 300 men were to be recalled 
at ouce to Russia from the iu force. 1 remarked that there would still be over 
1,000 men there, He assented, enquired if he had any news as to the whereabouts 
of Rahim Khan, and whether he intended to ma He said that he had 


Nos. 76, 142, anid 176, 
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recently received no intelligence at all in regard to that individual. T said that the 
Persian Government forees had recently had a victory over the rebels, and that this 
would improve matters. M. Isvolsky said that he had received no official information 
in regard to the victory. ‘The road from Ardehil to Tabreez was, he said, still infested 
with brigands, and traffic along it was not safe, ‘The Russian Government were 
debating what course they should adopt towards those fractions of the Shahsevans who 
had not fulfilled the obligations which they had undertaken. Now that there were 
Russian forces at Ardebil it was a question whether they should not be employed 
hing the refractory tribes. 

M. Isvolsky has not recurred to the passage in the speech from the ‘Throne on the 
oceasion of the opening of the Persian Medjliss, in which allusion was made to the 
presence of foreign troops. in Persia, ‘The “Novoe Vremya” had an article on the 
subject, censuring the Persian Government lor having inserted such a passage, asserting 
that it was clear that the presence of Russian troops had been the means of maintaining 
order, which the Persians themselves were ineapable of doing. ‘The journal, which is 
Hostile to M, Poklewski, blamed that. gentleman for having permitted any such 
to have appeared in the speech. ‘The contention of the press and of the 
for Foreign Affairs is that in localities where Russian troops are placed order a 
security exist, and where matters are left to. the Persian authorities the reverse is the 
Cases “Lt is probable that the attack on M, Passek and his caravan, which app 
have beon a serious on the opinion both of the Ministry and of the press, 
‘ford full justification for the above contention, and Tam afraid that this unfort 
ineident will render it more difficult than before for M, Isvolsky to withdraw Ru 

Kazvin, ‘Tabroes, or Ardebil. 
Thave, 


A. NICOLSON. 





(44009) No. 207. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 626.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 27, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith translations of two articles w 
appeared in the * Bourse Gazette” and the “Russ”—both of them Liberal journals— 
on the subject of the attack on the Russian consul-general at Bushire. 

Thave, &e. 
NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 207. 


Extract from the “ Bourse Gaxette.”” 

(Pranslation,) : 

RUSSO-PERSIAN relations seem dogged by some evil destiny. In Northern 
Persia public security is being maintained by Russian troops, whilst it is being ogserted 
in the Speech from the Throne and in the Medjliss that the Persian people are alarmed 
at their presence, ‘The unpleasant impression produced by such hinguage is still fresh 
when the news arrives that a Russian consul-general, while returning to, his post in 
Southern Persia, has heen subjected to an attack of unheard-of impudence, Six 
travelling caravans had availed themselves of the consul’s protection. ‘The most 
striking feature of the incident is the fict that the Russian consul-general. should 
be travelling in such troubled times with so small an escort, especially when it i 
romombered that his English colleagne has a whole detachment of British-Indian 
soldiers. At the same time there is no doubt that the reiforcement of the Russian 
consul’s escort would have evoked complaints against the Russian Government else- 
where ag well as at Tehran. Our diplomacy, if it really values the prestige of Ru 
will he obliged to make demands for satisiiction from ‘the impotent Persian G 
ment, and this will call forth fresh protests against Russian claims. A vicious circle is 
thus formed from which there is no escape ; only when it is acknowledged by England 
and Russia alike that the geographical position of the Intter Ee her an dndisputed 
right to restore onler and pacify the country when the Persian Government is unable to 
do so will this circle be broken, ‘This impudent attack illustrates the truth of a remark 
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we made a short time ago, to the effect that the Speech from the Throne was too 

optimistic. Moreover, it gives us a serious warning of the inevitability of fresh 

complications a8 long as the rights of Russia remaio in their present undefined 
i 


Inclosure 2 in No. 207. 


Extract from the “ Russ.” 
(Translation.) 

IT is only by a stroke of luck that the Russian consul-general at Bushire was nob 
killed in the attack made upon him recently, and it is fortimate that. there were not 
more casualties, ‘The incident is a very serious one, and must be regarded as such, It 
is of course natural that it should raise feelings of profound perplexity and displeasure 
in the mind of every Russian, but. this does not mean gomg to the absurd length 

roposed by the “ Novoe Vremya" of appealing for aid to British diplomaey and for the 
introduction of British troops into Southern Persia, We must first determine accurately 
the exact locality of the incident. Tt occurred on the road: from Shiraz to Bushire, 
which is well known for the robber bands whieh infest it, for whom au attack on 
a diravan is the most ordinary of occurrences, ‘The route is recognised as one of the 
most dangerous in Persia, The disrespect shown to the Russian fag must be chiefly 
attributed to the part which Russia has played lately in Persia, She is supposed 
to have supported the ex-Shab, and Colonel Liakhow was looked upon as a Russian 
officer in Russian pay. ‘The Persian peopl, and more expecially the Baktiars (and tho 
Bakhitiaris area south-western tribe), know nothing about’ diplomatic assurances to 
the contrary. Russia must regain her lost prestige by her ova efforts, and not with 
the help of England, Russia must demand the severest punishiwonb of thet robbers; 
how the punishment is effected is no business of ours, provided it is immediate, If the 
Persian Government is powerless to do this, and if it appeals to the Russian Govern- 
ment for assistance, it will be given, but. it would not be correct for the Russi 
Government to offer it ide this question, 
but it must also understai tion for the attack 
on her consular representative and for the. blood of her soldiers. ‘The remotest gorges 
of Laristan must. lean that’ severe punishment awaits those who would dare raise 
hand against @ Russian consul, 





(44023) No. 208. 
Mr. F. C, Strick to Mr, Mallet.—(Received December 2.) 


fs Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, ¢ December 1, 1909. 

IT may interest you to learn that I received this morning the following telegram 
from my Bussorah house, dated the 30th ultimo, reading :— 


__“Mouinutojar inquiring through Haji Reis what is the freight 4,000 tons Ormuxz 
oxide, early shipment. Further details Thursday 


As you doubtless know, the Haji Reis referred to in this cable is the right-hand 
man of the Sheikh of Mchammerah, who, I understand, is on close terms of friendship 
with the Mouinutojar, and I have reason to believe that any proposals emanating from, 
the Germans in regard to mattors connected with tho Sheikh of Mohammorah or the 
Mouinutojar would, in: all probability, pass through him (Haji Reis), It is hardly 
necessary for me to mention the connection between the Sheikh of Mohammorah and 
Haji Reis, as Major Cox, who, 1 understand, is now in England, must be more aw 
courant with this than Pam, 

Immediately on receipt of the above telegram I dispatched, through the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, the following cable to my ‘Tehran agent, Mr, David Brown :— 


“The following is strictly private :— 

__“Mouinutojar’s agent, Maliomerah, inquiring rate freight 4,000 tons oxidle,prompt 
shipment. We do not understand what this means. Our opinion there. is financial 
dispute between parties to contract. Naturally, if 4,000 tons shipped it will affect our 
offer, What is the position of negotiations 2” 
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‘As mentioned in this message, cannot mderstand why the Moninutojar should be 
making inquiries for freight, seeing that the contract which he is said to have made 
with Messrs. A. Weir and Co, in all probability stipulates, as all his contracts with us 
invariably did, that he has to supply oxide fo.b., and has nothing to do wi 
carriage. 

 Teannot get away from the opinion which I have already expressed in regard to 
this contract, viz., that, although it may exist on paper, there is something mysteri 
about it, and it may perhaps be that Messrs. Weir only appear as figureheads, 
in reality, the actual buyers axe Me of Manchester, Messrs, Weir 
holding it on trust on certain terms for account of Messrs. Ellinger. ‘The latter, of 
course, could not appear as buyers in the contract, seeing, as you know, that they act 
‘as the agents for the Mou this country ei = 

As mentioned in the any 
tion to-morrow, when I shall immediately 
from the fact that the Mouinutojar is making enquiri 
be some dispute, finaueial or other 

Should this surmise prove correct, ther 

inutojar coming to an 
anxious to got hold of the bu 
fact, that, as th 































i house, I may expect further informa- 
‘on to you; but, on the face of it, 
;, it seems to me that there must 
rard to the contract. 
is, in my opinion, a great danger of the 
angement with th nans, who, we know, are most, 
s, and further, this possibility is strengthened by the 
re haye been no shipments to Germany for over twelve months, that 
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[44119] No. 209. 


Notes communicated by M. de Etter December 2, 1909. 


(1), 


des nouvelles regues du consul & Onrmiah, une concentration consi 
ie troupes turgues se prouit prs de la fonts persane. 
___ Deux regiments, avee quatre canons et six mitrailleuses, sont arrivés & Barad 
Samoi, Terquoyer, Dotsvet, et Merguever, ees 
{a slats sont arm de fuss modernes Mauser. 
1n détachement de la cavallerie hamidienne se trouve & Desht avee Cheikh Ki 
(rove duv défunt Cheikh Siddik). Se cen 
Los chiefs kurdes se joignent 





DAPRE 
able 



























La situation sur lo territoire litigienx 
renforts et semblent vouloir oceuper des positions at nord et 
Des mesures Gnergiques devraient étre prises d'urgence, 





Les ‘Tures y enyoient des 
ui sud du Lac Ourmiah, 













(3) 


__M. Tavolsky sernit tres recomuaissant de connaitre 
Sujet do cette activité déployée derechot par les Pures pros Our 
_ Pour si part, il trouvorait utile que les Ambassadeur 
Constantinople soient charges Wattirer. sé 
Gyénements ci-dessus signalés, qui se. trouve 
données par elle i plusieurs reprises 





Edward Grey aw 





sadeurs d’Angleterre et de Russie & 








ieusement Vattention de la Porte sur les 
mt en contradiction avee les assurances 








Ambassade Imperiale de Russie, 
te 2 décembre, 1900 
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(44040) : No. 210. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey. 





(Received December 2.) 





(No. 800.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 2, 1909. 
RHE programme of the Cabinet, which contains the proposal to apply for an 





advance of 500,000L, has been submitted to the Medjliss for discussion. T understand 
from Minister for Foreigm Affairs that step will be approved, and application made 
almost immediately. A larger loan in the future is also foreshadowed whereby the 
advances now carrying exorbitant interest will be consolidated. 

‘Although it may seem premature to discuss the matter at this early stage, T 
venture to make the following comments. From M, Moruard’s statement (see my, 
despatch No, 200 of the 27th Octobéx) it is evident that no further horrowing 18 

ble on the security of the customs, but, in view of facts (1) that need of Persian 
Government is urgent (2) that conversion of the advances from the two banks will 
make it possible substantially to reduce charges on customs; (3) that, considerably 
Increased revenues from the customs may be expected if things go right; (1) that 
wo can rely on finding the means in Persia to recoup ourselves if things go wrong. 
T hope that two Governments may not refrain on account of this reason from 
negotiating the joint loan, The passport and telegraph revenues could be assigned as 
supplementary security if necessary. 

Tn the incanwhile I would provisionally suggest following conditions, to be 
modified or developed as the course of the negotiations may demand 
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<o Powers to approve the budget of the expenditure of the moneys, and a 
committee, including Bizot and Moruard, to supervise its execution. ‘The budget to be 
approved only: if it includes provisions for— 
(2) The establishment of an efficient gendarmerie, with European officers ax 
instructors ; 

(3) The reorganisation, with the aid of five or six French employés, of the 
financial administration ; 

(4) An undertaking in general terms on subject of railway concessions (soe my 
despatch No. 206 of the 8th November) 














Intentions of Medjliss are not yet known, but, with the exception of No. 2, I do 
not believe that any of the above conditions should prove inaceeptable. Excopt in 
regions in which we are interested, Russian Government may object to the employ- 
ment of any but Russian officers for such a gendarmerie, and I believe that Persian 
Yovernment, rather than agree to this condition, would prefer, if assistance from 











other quarters were not fortheoming, to continue in the present necessitous condition, 
in which a state of things rendering intervention on a large seale inevitable must 








T ts 
eventually shall i 
present régime eaumot be 
Well turn out better economy for us that the conditions should be 
that a loan to Persian Government should collapse. If financial assistance be given int 
instalments, supplies could be cut off if money was being unprofitably employed. 

Until Persian Government makes its application, or at least until I am informed 
how far the conditions suggested meet with your approval, £ shall nof discuss. the 
matter with M. Poklews 



























(43958) No. 211. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay. 
(No. 189.) : 
(Telegraphic.) | P Foreign Office, December », 1909, 
PROPOSED advance to Persian 





T understand from your telegram No. 785 of the 19th November that the consent 
of the Russian Minister to the advance ix conditional on the fulfilment of the four 
Tssian conditions. Have the Persian Government ouly been told that such consent 
[1654] 20 









































140 


is necessary to any advance by the Russian Bank; or have the con 
been actually presented to them ? 

Please refer to St. Petersburgh telegram No. 501 of the Ist December and to your 
telegram No, 798 of the 30th November. A 





ions themselves 





144119) No. 212. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 
(No. 190.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSTAN frontier, 
A considerable Turkish force is being concentrated on the Persian frontier. ‘The 
objective of this movement appears to be the oecupation of certain positions to the 
north and south of Lake Urumia. The above information is contained in a report 
from the Russian consul at Urumia, 
If you can obtain any information on this subject, please telegraph. 


Foreign Office, December 2, 1109. 














[44130] No, 213. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 3. 
a y y.—(Received December 3.) 
(Pelographic.) P. Tehran, December 3, 1909. 
SOUTHERN roads, Seo my despatch No, 201 of the 30th October. 
The slight improvement reported on the Bushire~Ispalan road was only 
temporary, ‘The road again appears to be very insecure. 








(44164) No. 214, 


Arar Sir G. Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received December 3.) 
{telogmiie) De 

JOINT advance to Persian Government, 

Please refor to your telegram No. 100 of the 2nd De 

M, Poklewski presented your conditions to Minister for Foreign Affairs on behalf 
of his Government, but the Russian bank merely signified its readiness to make the 

when Russian fer gave his permission, As only one of the four 

ns concerned its business, the bank did not present the conditions itself. 

Tt would be better, in my opinion, to discourage these sinall doles to the Po 
Goyornment now that negotiations are in sight for a substantial advanee from the two 
Covermnents, ‘They are likely to prevent the Medjliss from recognising as soon ae 


they otherwise would, the necessity of applying to tho two legations for a substantial 
Joan 


Tehran, December 3, 1909, 







































(44220) No. 215, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 4.) 


Sir, India Office, December 
1 AM directed by Viscount Morley to enclose copy of a telegram from ty ae 
ment of India, concurring in the proposal made in the telegram 680 of the 
nd Angust from This Majesty's Minister at Tehran, and agreed to by Sir E. Grey's 
telegram No. 431 of the srd August, that Mr, Howson, telegraph officer, should be 
appointed vice-consul at Birjand pending further developments. The Goverument of 
India recommend the grant to Mr. Howson of a vice-consular allowance of 100 rupees 
snionth, together with an allowance of 185 rupees a-month for office expenses, 
sumptuary charges, house-rent, &c., subject to a proportionate reduction of the total 
allowance if the house-rent, now 35. rupees a-month, is later on reduced. 





0. 
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Lord Morley is, Tam to say, prepared to approve these proposals, on learning that 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury will accept ‘a moiety of the 
estimated expenditure involved. 

Tn the event of their acceptance being notified, Iam to request that the necessary: 
consular powers may be obtained for Mr. W. R. Howson. 


Tam, &e. 

R, RITCHIE. 
Inclosure in No, 215. 
Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Telegraphic.) P. November 13, 1909. 

PLEASE refer to telegram of 23rd August last from Foreign Office to Sir G. Bayclay 
relative to Seistan. A 

Pending further developments, I agree that appointment of Howson as vice-consul, 
Birjand, is desirable, and I suggest that vice-consular allowance of 100 rupees per 
mensem, in addition to allowance of 185 rupees per mensem for house-rent, sumptuary 
charges, office expenses, &c., should be granted to him. In the event of house-rent, 
which is now per mensem, being reduced later, allowance will be 
Hroportionataly reduoed.. 

If this has your approval, we should be glad if arrangements for necessary consular 
powers could be made, 











(44084 No. 216, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 





Tehran, December 5, 1909, 
of Saham-ed-Dowleh, Governor of Fars, is. being seriously 
threatened by Sowlet-ed-Dowleh. Latter is believed to have engineered attack on 
M. Passok in order to discredit governor-general, who is without the requisite military 
force either to apply pressure or to organise active operations. Governor-general has 
drawn up certain demands as condition of retaining office and presented them to the 
Persian Government. ‘They include 














1. That Sowlet should be ordered to co-operate in the maintenance of order, in 
default of which he should be dismissed as chief of his tribe. 

2. That governor-general should be empowered to employ the entire revenue of 
province of Fars for the period of one year to satisfy pressing local needs, but, above 
all, to organise necessary force of troops. 


M. Poklewski and I, on the strong recommendation of both consuls at Shiraz, 
before whom at a joint interview Saham-od-Dowleh had exposed his demands, made 
representations yesterday in support of these demands, offering, moreover, to send 
instructions to our consuls to warn Sowlet-ed-Dowleh of the consequences to which his 
insubordination would lead hin 

‘The sipahdar and Sardar Assad, to whom our joint representations were made, 
concurred entirely in the measures proposed, except that they would not consent to 
put the whole of the revenue of Fars, amounting to 120,001, in hands of governor- 
general. Anthorisation to raise a force with local funds had already been given to 
him, however. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior promised to consider our offer 
to convey a warning to Sowlet-od-Dowleh, 

























(44293) No, 217. 


Sir G, Barclay (0 Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 5.) 
No, 804.) 
(siege c.) P, ‘Tehran, December 5, 1909. 
IN continuation of my telegram No, 800 of the 2nd December, I have the honour 
to report that the Medjliss in secret session has discussed the programme presented by 
the Cabinet, ‘They are practically certain, I a minformed secretly by a deputy, to 
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sanction the application for an advance of 500,000I., to be supplemented later by 
Targer loan, whereby the floating debt will be consolidated.  Medjliss has also approved 
in principle the proposal that foreign employés should be introduced into the various 
departments, My informant tells me that Persians will be unwilling to give the 
engagement to Frenchmen, for they believe their suspicion that the French financial 
adviser is practically in the serviee of the two Governments is coulirmed by passages 
in our Blue Books. I am of opinion that this difficulty may be overcome. Deputy 
confirms me in my belicé that Medjliss will obstinately oppose the demand for the 
engagement of Russian military instructors for the gendarmerie. 


Persian Government will, Tam given to understand, apply in the course of the 
present week for the advance, 





(44285) No. 218. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edwara Grey.—(Received December 5.) 

(Ne 805.) 

wat hic.) P. Tehran, December 5, 1909. 
'TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. Please refer to my telegram No. 40 of the 


I. Pokleyeski that his consul at Uromia has reported the 
appearance istricts of Somai, Baradost, Tergaver, Dasht, and Mergaver of two 
regiments of Turkish troops with four guns and six quick-firers. 

Russian consul-general at Tabreez has received a telegram from manager of 
Russian Road Company from Sujbulak announcing the dispatch to Mamache and 
Tnagado of 200 ‘Turki ry and 300 cavalry, accompanied by two guns. saat 

nt of 100 Persian troops to Mabmediar in the Solduz 


Governor-l Pabreez has informed Persian Government that 200 Turkish 
troops with two guns have been sont to Mahmediar, and that the Kaimakam of Pasveh 
has demanded the withdrawal of Persian troops from the town. 

Beyond what manager of Russian Road Company has telegraphed to Mr. Miller, 
His Majesty's acting consul-general has no information. 





(44307) No. 219. 


Sir A, Nicolson (0 Sir Edward Grey—( Received December 0.) 


(No. 632: 

Sir, we St, Petersburgh, December 1, 1909. 
M, ISVOLSRY remarked to me this afternoon that, in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway, it would be necessary that our two countries should converse on the policy to. 
bop h tospect to tailvays in Persia. ‘This was not a question to be indefinitely 
postponed: ‘The Duma deputies, when in London, liad had several conversations with 
people in London in regard to linking up a Persian and the Tdian railway system. 
The deputies had returned much impressed with what had been said to them, and were 
alld ait through commanieation with India should be established. He was to 
{ows one of the: He knew 


satisfy, that section of publie op 

i England, he thought it would he a mistake to rule the question out of court. 
foresuve that, whatever arrangement might eventually be arr in regard to the 
Bagdlad Railway, it was probable that there would be some di in the minds of 
many Russians, as no one in Russia had ever been in favour of the railway. If by a 
chanice the agreement did not meet the requi ian interests, there might 
oven be a revirement in sections frieudly to England would be unfortunate. 
It would therefore be d miderstanding could be reached between the 
British: i railways, and especially a5 to a 

as « set-off to any detriment or risks which 
itorests might suffer by the construction of the Bagdad Raily 

1 usked M, Isvolsky whether the Duma deputies had spoken with any responsible 
people in London in respect to a raccordement with the Indian railways, as Twas sure 
that the time hud not_yet come for project to be carried out. M, Isvolsky said 
that perhaps they were not, strictly speaking, responsible personages with whom the 


13 


deputies had conversed, but they were hommes de valeur. He knew that it was yet too 
early to realise a through route to India, but the question might be discussed with the 
view of its assuming a practical form “dans un avenir plus ou moins lointain.” He 
was anxious that nothing should ocour to weaken the entente with England, and T must 
know that there were many who were opposed to it. { told him that I was: perfectly 
aware of that fact, and that T always bore in mind that the entente was a very young 
and tender plant, which had not struck deep roots as yet in the publie mind of either 
country. I then dropped the subject, as I should like to receive replies to the questions 
which I_ventured to put before you in my telegram No. 499 of the 30th November 
before discussing, even academically, the question with M. Isvolsky. 
Thave, &, 
‘A. NIGOLSON 





(44572) No, 220. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 492.) 

(felegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 6, 1909. 
ARDEBIL. f 
‘According to information supplied to me by the Russian chargé (affaires, the 

Russian Government have decided, in-view of the advance of the Persian troops, tohand 

over to them the task of dealing with the Shahsevans and restoring order, and are 

subsequently about to leave them a free hand by recalling their troops from the to 
With respect, liowever, to. tho losses suffered by Russian subjects, the Russian 

Government intend to remind the Persian Government that they are under the 

ligation to satisfy any elaine for ‘compensation arising out of the late briganduge at 

Ardebil. 





(44285) No. 221. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
(No. 704 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 6, 1900. 

‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

‘Phe action of the Porte which is reported in Tehran telegram No, 805 of the 
Sth December is a violation of repeated undertakings, and the Russian Government 
are of opinion that serious representations should be made at Constantinople, 

‘Whey have instructed their Ambassador to enquire as to the truth of these reports, 
and {to take the proposed step, should the explination offered by the Porte be 
unsatisfactory. You are authorised to associate yourself with the Ambassador in this 
action. 





[44985] No, 222. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 1350.) 
(Telegraphic) _P. Foreign Office, December (, 1900. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

Having regard to the fact that the action of the Porte reported in Tehran 
telegram No. 805 of the Sth December is a violation of repeated undertakings, Russian 

to make serious representations to the ‘Turkish Government on the 
subject. 

You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that when Russian Ambassador 
at Constantinople eng to the truth of these reports he will have the support of 
His Majesty's chargé d’affaires, who has also heen instructed to join him in taking tho 
proposed step, should no satisfactory explanation be forthcoming. 





(16st 








it 


[44040] No. 223. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(0. 185: 
‘elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 6, 1909. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. 
You should endeayour to ascertain on what conditions, in the opinion of the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Russian Government would be willing to participate 
the advance, since it appears that the Persian Government will apply for it in the 
near future. 
For reference see Tehran telegrams Nos, 800 and S01 of the 2nd and 5th 
December, 





(44608) No, 224, 
Mr, F. C, Strick to Mr. Mallet. —(Received December 7.) 


Bultic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
December 4, 1909. 

further reference to my letter of the Ist instant, the following is a copy of a 

n [have received from my Bussorah house :— 


“Please refer to our telegram of ‘Tuesday. Mouinutojar 4,000 tons, London, one 
or two shipments. When can you ship? What is the rate of freight.” 


In reply to this message I telegraphed as follows :— 


“Sooing understand Mouinutojar hus made a contract with A, Weir and Ci ; 
chartering hands Pllinger and Co,, what does it mean Mouinutojar interfering? 
Obtain all tho information you can from Haji Reis, and report immediately by v 

We can carry oxide. ‘Try to ascertain what they will p 


Yours, &e. 
FRANK ©. STRICK. 





(44627) . No, 225, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 7.) 


Sir, Inia Office, December 7, 1909. 

WITH reforence to. previous correspondence endiny with the letter of this Office 
dated the 1th Noyember, 1909 1 am directed hy Viscount Morley to euclose, for 
communication to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, paraphrase of a telegram from the 
Government of India, dated the Ist Decomber, suggesting that Mr. Scott, a retired 
oflicer of tho Survey Department, should enter the company’s service under the 
‘arrangements therein explained. 

Tam to inquite whether the company would wish that the Government of India 
should instruct Mr, Scott to proceed to Mohammeral on the terms as to pay mentioned 
in the telegram, viz,, 1,000 rupees a-month and travelling expenses. 

Tam, &c. 
R. RITCHIE, 


Inclosure in No, 22: 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 
(Wolegeaphie.), P. December 1, 1909, 
MR, SCOT?, a distinguished officer of the Survey Department, on the retired list, 
having varied experience, will join the service of the oil company on a salary. of 
1,000 rupees aamonth and travelling expenses, and establishment costing probably 
about 600 rupees aamonth, or even more, ‘There will also be some expenditure on 


145 
ontfit, instruments, and tents. May we give instructions to Scott to proceed to 
Mohammerah on his terms as to pay? 
As regards the desired seale of the map, the Surveyor-General seems to think it 
unusual, I call attention to this point as, after consultation with the local agent, the 
company may like to have Scott’s advice on it. 





(44635) No. 226. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grev.—(Received December 7.) 
(No. 806.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

‘TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

My immediately preceding telegram. m 
Last night Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me that forty additional Turkish 
soldiers had been sent to Urumia and that Turkish troops were being reinforced on the 
frontier. 

At Auhar, about 12 miles north-west of Urumia, there had been fighting between 
Turkish soldiers and Persian villagers in the course of which several of the latter were 
killed. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs asked me to treat this information as personal, for 
although Persian Government are making representations at’ Constantinople, they do 
not for the moment desire our co-operation. 


Tehran, December 7, 1909. 





(44040) No 227, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1909 

WITH reference to previous correspondence relative to tho question of a joi 
advance to be made to the Persian Government by His Majesty's and the Ru 
Governments, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you hei 
copies of telegrams from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® reporting that an applica 
tion for such advance may shortly he expected, and setting forth the conditions on 
which, in his opinion, it should be acceded to. 

T'am to state that Sir E, Grey concurs in the view expressed by Sir G. Barclay, 
tat such an advance is necessary fo enable the Persian Government to administer the 
country satisfactorily, aud, indeed, to render possible the continuance of constitutional 
rule t nd he would further point out that a valuable opportunity is thereby 
tore for obtaining the consent of the Persian Government to the institution of guards 
on the southern trade routes and to concessions for the construction of railways. He 
also attaches great importance to the conversion of the debt owed by the Persian 

‘overnment to the Imperial Bank of Persia and to the Russian Discount Bank, which, 
he considers, should be mado a necessary condition of any loan. 

With this exception, lie considers the conditions proposed by Sir G. Barclay in his 
telegrain No. 800 to be sufficient, and Lam to state that he would be glad to receive, at 
Viscount Morley’s early convenience, an expression of his Lordship's views on the 
subject. 

Thave, &c. 
LOUIS MALLW! 





(43907) No. 228. 
Office (0 Messrs. Ellinger and Co, 


Gentleme: Foreign Office, December 7, 1909. 
TAM directed by Secretary 11 Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letters of the 26th and 30th ul to telegtaphic correspondence between you 

and His Majesty’s Legation at ‘Tehran. 
In reply to the former of these communications, you were informed by telegraph 


Now. 210 and 217. 
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that there was no objection to your addressing a message to His Majesty's Minister 
direct, $0 long. as it was made clear to him that this mode of procedure had the sanction 
of this department. 

Tn reply to the latter of your two letters, I am to state that you are correct in 
assuming that Sir [. Grey has no objection to your following the same course in the 
future with regard to proposed shipments of red oxide from the Istand of Hormuz, 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 





(44672) 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 8.) 


‘THE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, with reference to the letter 
from the'India Office of the Ist November, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the Sth December, relative to proposals for the installation of wireless telegraphy 
the Persian Gulf, 


India Office, December 7, 1909. 


Inclosure in No. 229. 


Gorernnent of India to Viscount Morley. 


(Tolegrap hie December 5, 11). 
sna, SIRELESS toeurophy i the Persian Gulf, My telegram of the 30th October 
ist, 
We propose to establish ly Istations at the following places: Bushire, 

Buncler Abbas, Bahrein, Del , and Lingal, amongst which there should be 

tereommunication, Establishment of 600-ile wireless station at Jask, as suggested 
in despatch of the 21st October last, being assumed, of les would 
sllice at the six places above mentioned in ordinary: ci ig 
rogard to the greater distance which separates Lingah from Bushire, it seems desirable 
to have 800-mile ranges at those places, ‘The cost of buildings would amount to 
Hotween 20,000 rupees and 30,000 rupees for each station, and cost of furniture to 
about 1,000 rupees. Rstimate for six stations (? apart from) buildings and furniture, 
is approximately: 5,500 rupees, and the annual recurring charge for the six stations 
68,100 rupees. It is proposed that these stations should be fitted for a normal working 
wave length of GOO metres, but with for transmission of wave length up to 
803 metres, and capable of receiving any wave length of 600 metres and over. Wave 

4 , in the opinion of the naval commander-in-chief, excellently suit naval 
work, 

(Vo send you this outline of our proposals as you desired to consider the Indian 

‘and Persian Gulf scheme as a whole, but in so doing we would explain that we do not 
propose to introduce the Gulf scheme until the state of our finances shows considerable 
improvement; and, in auy event, when fands are available, we propose to give 
procedence, [? except in] the case of Jask, where a temporary installation is now being 
put up, to our inland wireless scheme. 





(43492) 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 
p. 371.) - 
Sir a Foreign Office, December 8, 1909. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No, 930 of the 22nd ultimo on the subject of 
the renewal of the contract hetween the Société du Tombac and the Russian shipping 
‘comput 

Leoneur in your view that, in event of the failure of the Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople to obtain the requisite promise from the Imperial Ottoman Bank, local 
‘ction hy His Majesiy’s Embassy: to obtain the contract for Messrs. Strick would be 


uaa 


unlikely to be more effective, but I doubt whether the London board of directors of 
the bank exereise sufficient influence in the councils of that institution to offer a 
reasonable chance of success toan application made to them by Messrs. Strick, supported 
by His Majesty's Government. 
Tn these circumstances, the efforts of His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Petersburgh 
shoul be directed, as the time for the expiration of the present, contract more nearly 
towards inducing the Russian Government to press for its renewal. ‘Their 
izht_ possibly be exercised on the Ottoman Bank through the French 
Government. 
Tam, &e, 
. GRE 





(44771) No. 231. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 9.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram to the 
Viceroy, dated the Uth December, relative to the proposed appointment of Mr. Howson 
as viee-consul at Birjand. 


India Office, December 8, 1909. 


Inclosure in No, 231. 
Viscount Morley to Government of India. 


(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, December (, 1909. 
APPOINTMENT of viee-consul, Birjand, Your telegram of the 13th November 
Tast. 
Tam in communication with the Foreign Office on the subject, Please let me 
have Howson's Christian names by telegraph. 





[44883] No, 232. 
Sublime Porte to Teiik Pasha—(Communicated to Foreign Office December 9, 1909.) 


(Télégraphique.) 
LE commandant de notre petit détachement & Seldouzo ( tureo-persano) 
ale que des troupes persines avec éléments de trib Kurde ge sont’ massées 
lo village Mehmed Yar, pris Seldone, observent une attitude menagante contre nos 


ant que nos différends de frontitre avec Ia Perse doivent étre aplanis dds que 
notre yoisine aitra recouvré son état normal, nous avons douné at commandant de notre 
Aétachement ordre formel de ne point avancer et se borner, le cas échéant, i repousser 
toute attaque, Nousayons en méme temps prié Gonvernement persan de donner i sos 
troupes instructions en vue éviter tout choc. 





(44830) No. 233. 


Sir G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 
(No. 807.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

SOUTHERN roads, : 

Tn continuation of my telegram No. 801 of the 3rd December, I have to report 
that Kuhgelui tribesmen are blocking the Shiraz-Ispaban road at a point about 
10 miles distant from the 

Between Shiraz and Kazeroon also the road is most insecu 

Tam informed that fighting has taken place south of Kazeroon, but no details 
are yet to hand. 


Tehran, December 9, 1909. 





fist 2Q 





4s 
(44842) No, 234. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 9.) 
(No, 504) 
(Delegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 9, 1909. 
YOUR telegram No. 1952 of the 6th December: Proposed advance to Persia. 
Inforination similar to that communicated by Sir G. Barclay had also. reached 
M, Isvolaky, but his Excellency was of opinion that he would find that the Minister of 
Finance was not disposed to, a specially on security of a doubtful 
value, 1 promised to furnish hi which had been put forward by 
Sir G. Barclay as to the means by which s y ‘bly be fonnd, and 1 
will sond him an abstract of the ideas subn Si in his telegram 
No, 800 of the 2nd December. [ could seo that M. Isvolsky was opposed to any 
Z made by the Imperial Bank alone, and this would give the appearance 
Of a weakening in our joint understanding with regard to Persian affairs. A little 
Tater on T will endeavour to asceriain M. Tsvolsky's views as to the conditions which 
would! be required by Russia in the event of the Minister of Finanice being induced to 
Withdraw the objections which ie will probably put forward. His Exeelleney had no 
present. 





(43512) No. 2: 
Siv Edward Grey to Sir A. Johnstone, 


61) 
Foreign Office, December 9, 1909 

[ HAVE recvived your despatch No. 152 of the 21st ultimo, relative to a pro- 
posed expedition to the region of the Persian Gulf, organised by the Royal Danish 
Geographical Society. 

Ti would ho well that the Danish Government should realise that His Majesty's 
Government «will follow with interest the proceedings of the expedition, and I therefore 
concur in your suggestion that, you should mention the matter to the Danish Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and ask his Bxcelloncy in a friendly manner to give you such 
information as he may be able to furnish as to the scope of the undertaking. 

Tam, &e. 
i, GREY. 





(44164) No, 236, 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, sign Office, December 9, 1909. 

WIP reference to papers left at this Office by Sirs Jackson on the 20th uli 
relative to the financial affairs of the Persian Government, Lam directed by 
Sir Edward Grey to inform you. that, according to telegraphic reports from 
Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh and Minister at, ‘Tehran, the four cond 
laid down by the Russian Minister at the latter eapital as indispensab . 
is to be made by the Russian Discount Bank were presented by him to the Persian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, but the bank itself merely notified its readiness to lend 
when permitted todo so by M. Poklewski. ‘This procedure was adopted because three 
of the conditions did not relate to the bank's business. 

Tt is understood that, failing satisfaction on the points insisted on by their 
representative, the Russian Government are likely to object to any advance being made 
by the Imperial Bauk of Persia, and they would’ in any ease require time to think the 
niatter over should such a situation atis 

Lam to add, for the confidential information of your board, that there is every 
probability that the Persian Goyernment will ‘afew days apply to His Majesty's 
nd the Russian Goveruments for a substantial advauce. 

Tam, &, 
LOUIS MALLET, 
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1449621 No, 237. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 
(No. 507) 
(elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 10, 1909. 

SCHEME for gnards on Bushire-Ispahan route. 

In reply to a further request for his answer on this subject, M. Isvolsky said that 
he hoped soon to be in a postion to give a written reply. His Hxcelloncy hs twice 
assured me verbally that no objection would be raised by the Russian Government: to 
the scheme proposed, but all the same the delay in putting his answer in writing 
would seem to indicate that a scheme for police in the Russian sphere is being drawn 
hp, and that the Russian Government would wish the two projects to be put forward 
conjointly. 





[44883] No. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson.? 
(No. 1854.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
SITUATION on the Turco-Persian frontier. A 
Tam informed by the ‘Purkish Ambassador that the Porte has taken the following: 
on; ‘he advance of the detachment at Solduz has been stopped; the officer 
mmmanding has been ordered to act strictly on the defensive, aud a communication 
has been made to Persian Government requesting them to send such instructions to 
their troops as will avert a collision, 


Foreign Office, December 10, 1909. 





(44220) No. 230, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1909. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copies 
‘of correspondence relative to the proposed temporary appointment of a consular 
representative of flix Majesty at Birjand.t 

Tt will be seen from these papers that the Russian consul in Seistan has asked his 
Government for leave to pass the winter at Birjand, which is the capital of the province 
of Kain, and at present a place of greator importance than Nasratabad, stor tho, 
consuls in Seistan reside. 

Tt appears to His Majesty's consul that, if the request of his Russian eolleaguo is 
granted, His Majesty's Government should not remain without an accredited ropre~ 
Sontative at Birjand, and this view, which has the support of His Majesty's Minister 
at Tehran, the Goverument of India, and the India Office is shared by Sir 1 Grey. 

Tam accordingly to express the hope that the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury lay: see their way fo accept as a charge on Imperial revenues 
one-half of the expense involved in the appointment of the vice-consul, which amounts 
in all to 285 rupees a-month, subject to a possible subsequent reduction. 

Tam, &e, 
LOUIS MALLI 





(44627) 2 No. 240, 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 109. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that he eaused to be 

forwarded to the India Office, for the information of the Government of India, copy of 

your letter of the Ist ultimo relative to the proposed topographical survey of south 


No. 494), 
ir @. Barclay, No, 491, Telegraphic, August 23 
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western Persia, and that telegram has now heen reeeived in reply to the communi- 
cation addressed to them on the subject. 

m the Government of India state that Mr. Seott, a ¢ 

ey Department, on the retired list, having varied experience, will 
Join your company’s service at’. salary of 1,000 ‘rupees a-month and travelling 
expenses, and establishment costing probably about 600 rupees a-month, or even more. 
‘Phere will also penditure on outlit, instruments, and tents. 
+ "Tam accordingly to enquire, at the request of the Government of India, whether 
they should instruct Mr. Scott to proceed to Mohammerah on the terms mentioned as to 
pay. 
eT amnito adits 
state that their surveyo 
mention this point as, after consultation with the local agent, your company may 
to have Mr, Scott's adviee on it 


Tam, &e, 





{45103} No, 241, 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 
(No, 360.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 11, 1909. 
URCO-PERSIAN front 
‘your telegrains No, 706 of the Oth December and No. 707 of yesterday. 
Information to that contained in last paragraph of former of these two 
telegrams oepeating Tehran No, 806) harykoff, who intends to aw 
inyitation from Persian Clovernment helore acting hero, and lus telegraphed to 
Goverment proposing this course. 
Tn answer to enquiries made by , Uilmi Pasha has 
assured us that the ation taken at Soldaz was pu ive purposes, and that 
there has been no movement of troops in the Urum 





{46320| 
Mr. BG. Strick to Mr. Mallet (Received December 13.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, Loudon, 
Decenber 11, 1909. 
1 BEG to inform you that sinee my letter of the 4th instant T have exchanged 
the following further: telogra y Bussorah house relating to the proposed 
Ormuz Island s— 


Sir, 


+ Haji Reis: Ap is not aware what it mens 
states Moin-ut~Tojar ships where pleases ; deel ide 
diately the lowest rate that can be accepted 


fo; suggest telegraph 
nF toskeop the business in 


Sent December 8—“January shipments Will carry about 4,000 tons of oxide 
Gil, oF we aro open to by. 40s, fob, Please see Haji Reis to-morrow. You may 
conmnission if you think it will Tead to a good result.” 
nd Deventer 9-10. jing Mohammerah to-morrow 
; Decne 10. Teh a g-American line 
shipment; believes Moin-ut-Tojar shipping against Ellinge 
‘Tojar your offer; proposes freight subj Moment TGioe 
one shipment, 22s, two: asks commission 2 per cet 
What is your opinion 
Sent December 10, We will agree 
one option, 
"We will a 
© Do not a 


[45285] No, 241%, 
Tndin Office to Foreign Ogie—(Reevived December 13.) 


Sir, India Office, Decomber 11, 1909. 

I AM directed by the Seoretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
wr letter of the 7th instant on the subject of a request which the Persian Govern 
rent are thought likely to make for a loan in the near future, Viscount Morley finds 

ho observations. to offer in respect of the proposals suggested by Sir G. Barclay in 
his telegram of the 2nd instant. But he thinks it is right at this early stage to 
express his strong doubt whether any further finaneial assistance ought to be given to 
Parsia out of Indian revenues, or at the risk of imposing w charge upon them. Tt will 
not be easy, for instance, to show what. direct interest India has in the continuance of 
constitutional rale in Persia, and it will be w and not unyeasonable for Indian 
yl Wy for the security in Persia of a constitutional 
system strictly devied to them India 1s part of the Empire, 
nd should take its share Th |; liowover, is not 

happy on nis are now sharply resenting a 

denial to t ‘ F citizenship within the I Dy colonial communities uot 
Tem rer in Persin 


might help In 
the aphore of 
tion of new burd 


ther the judgment or the 
1 specifically Indian interest, 
While, therefore, he is reluctantly obliged to assume responsibility for the loan of 
100,000, to wl reed in May last, Lord Morley is not prepared to recommend 
council to sanetion any further advence, 3 
am, &e. 
i. RUTOHIE, 





1684) 
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T have also exchanged telegrams with my Teheran agent, Mr. David Brown, as 
follows :-— 

Received December 7.—‘ Referring to your telegram of Ist December, there is 
every probability concession Moin-ut-Tojar will be cancelled very soon. ‘A company has. 
een formed, and offers 400,000 krans yearly for mining rights Persian Gulf, There 
appears to be disinclination to consider our offer. 

“ With regard to 4,000 tons, as mentioned your telegram of Ist December, think 
it likely Moin-ut-Tojar endeavouring to ship as much as_possible before the concession 
cancelled. Tt would appear to be in contravention ‘of Weir contract. If you can obtain 
Gefinite proof of Moin-ut-Tojar having contracted for such shipment; so that 1 might 
submit it to British Minister, there is [no] reason. to believe British Legation would 
withdraw support from Moin-ut-Tojar. I could obtain then full support British M inister, 
which is very essential,” 

‘Sent Desember 8, For yout information, we have telegraphed our Bussorah house 
to-day as follows :~- 

«* January shipment will carry about 4,000 tons of oxide, 22s. 6d., or we are open 
to buy dom feb. (Ormuz), Please see Haji Reis to-morrow. You may allow Reis 
commission if you think it will lead to good result, Do you know shareholders’ 
proposed company? For how many years will company pay 4,000 Jans annually? If 
Fou consider large yearly payment preferable to lump sui, we will pay 500,000 krans 
yearly for ten years, our option further ten years. If your negotiations for concession 
‘are unsuccessful, will it be possible to obtain an interest in company or to come to some 
arrangement with company for supplies of Ormuz oxide ?”” 

Yours faithfully, 
FRANK ©, STRICK. 


a a 


(45415) No. 243, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 14). 






















































i India Office, Decemb:r 13, 1909. 
WITH reference to the correspondence ending with y letter of the 22nd 
November, 1907, as to the dispatch of twenty men from India, for a period of six 
months, for the protection of the Oil Syndicate’s works near Ahwaz, Lam directed to 
enclose copy of a letter from the Government of India, from which it will be seen that, 
‘as a result of the prolonged absence of these men from India, it has been found 
ssary to incur further expenditure to the amount. of rupees 4,573:6:8 
(3041. 17s. 10d.) for tho replacement of the horses saddlery, &c., lent by the 
18th (P.\V.0.) Tiwana Lancers for the use of the eight cavalrymen who accompanied 
the force. 

Tam to request that, if Sir B. Grey sees no. objection, the circumstances may be 
explained to the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, and that they may be 
moved to accept a moiety of the amount involved a charge upon the British 
Exchequer. 

Tt will be observed that instructions haye been given to the resident in the 
Persian Gulf that the horses, saddlery, &c., if not required at Ahwaz, should be 
used to replace deficiencies elsewhere within the jurisdiction of the Persian Gulf 
Residency. 








































T am, &, 
R, RITCHIE. 


——— 







Inclosure 1 in } 


Government of India to Viscount Morley. 





My Lord, Simla, October 7, 1909. 
WE. have the honour to refer to our telegrams dated the 15th October and 

the 11th November, 1907, and to your Lordship’s telegram dated the 22nd November, 

1907, regarding the dispatch from India of a guard of two British officers, twelve 







* Evidently mistake in cable. 


(1684) QR 
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fy) aud eight cavalry for the protection of the Oil Syndieate's works in the 
ty of Ab 

2, In our telegram of the 11th November, 1907, we intimated that the initial cost 
of this guard would be about 4,000 rupees. In May 1909 the military authorities 
represented that the cavalrymen of the guard, who left India on the 7th December, 
1907, had been away from their regiment for over a year and a-half, and considerable 
inconvenience had been eaused to the regiment by reason of the shortage of the horses, 
saddlery, and line-gear which the men took with them. Accordingly, with a view to 
enabling the regiment to replace the deficiencies at once, we sanctioned the purchase 
of the above-mentioned horses, saddlery, and line-gear at the values assessed hy the 
Regimental Committee, the aggregate cost amounting to rupees 4,573:6:8. We 
trust that our action, which was taken in anticipation of your approval, will now be 
confirmed, and that His Majesty's Government will agree to bear a moiety of the 





































3, We have instructed the political resident in the Persian Gulf that the horses, 
saddlery, and line-gear, if not required at Ahwaz, should be used to replace deficiencies 
élsewhore within the jurisdiction of the Persian Gulf Residency. 

4, The guard is now being reduced to four sowars in accordance with the 
instructions in your telegram, dated the 20th September, 1909, 

5, § copy of the correspondence on the subject is enclosed. 

We have, &c. 
MINTO, 
O'M. CREAGH. 
J. 0, MILLER. 
W. L. HARVEY, 
8. -P. SINHA. 
H, H. RISLEY. 

































Inclosure 2 in No, 243, 


Major-General Sir A. A, Barrett to Government of India, 






Simla, May 7, 1909. 
IN forwarding for the orders of Government the despatch from the’ General 
or Commanding, 7th (Meerut) Division, dated the 11th Angust, 1908, and 
enclosures, regarding the adjustinent of a bill’ for rupees: preferred by the 
officer commanding, 18th Eancers, on account of eight horses and eight sets of 
saddlery and line-gear taken by ‘eight men of that regiment who proceeded in 
December 1907 to Ahwaz to augment the consular escort there, Lam directed by the 
commander-in-chiof to recommend that the sanction of Government may be accorded 
to the early payment of tho bill. 














Tuclosure 3 in No, 243, 


Colonel Pirie to the Assistant Adjutant-General, 7th (Meerut) Division. 
















Delhi, August, 1908, 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 14th February, 1008, forwarding 
Adjutant-General in India’s letter dated the 8th February, 1908. "As it is now eight 
months since the additional escort proceeded to Persia, I presume the consular 
authorities have taken over both horses and saddlery which the escort took with them 
from the regiment, 

I would, therefore, request that the contingent bills for the price of eight horses 
and saddlery forwarded under this office letter, dated the 3rd December, 1907, to the 
brigade-major, Meerut Cavalry Brigade (copies attached), may now be adjusted. 











Resubmitted, with reference to your letter dated the 8th February, 1908. 
JOHN NIXON, Major-General, 
nmanding 7th (Meerut) Division. 













‘The Adjutant-General in India, 
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Coxrixcest Brut. 


Amount of allotment 2. ee we 
‘Amount expended to end of the previous month 





Balance in hand, excluding the amount of this ill.» 4, 
































Exresprrure: on account of price of Eight Horses for (Persia) Consular Escort 
incurred by 18th (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers during December 1907. 
Serial | Rae a Number or 
Seri | nate | nes ot tapers, | Aemberer | rate | en | amonnt 
| = Rs a pe 
Price of eight horses selected | 8 horses | + a | sree 0 
for comale, air daly | 
Regimental Committee pros 
Golipwatacted) 
Avthority. 
Arsintant Adj | 
“ths (Meerut) 
| gram No. 6806, 
Certified that the above charges have been necessarily incurred in the interests of 





the State, and that all receipts for sums of 10 rupees and under, except those for 
pottago an talogramay Have been deatioyed, 
(Countersigned,) 
Received payment : 
C. PL W. Pinte, Colon 
Commanding 18th (P.W.0.) Ti 
Dethi, December 3, 1908. 





sana Lancers. 











President: 
Colonel ©, P. W. Pirie, 
Members : 
Lieutenant R, H. Marsh. 
Lieutenant C. H, Howell. 


‘The Committee having assembled pursuant to order, proceed to value the horses 
as shown below :— 











Dp 
271 | Bay. 0 
1746 | Bay 0 
186 | Chem 0 
192 | Chest. v 
1845 | Bay. 0 
1929 | Bay. i 
2082 | Chest. 0 
2188 | Bay. 0 
Total ..| tr 3788 0 0 





A contingent bill for the total amount is attached to the proceedings, 
©. P. W. PIRIE, Colonel, ae 
18th (P.W.O.) Tiwana Lancers, f President. 
R. H, MARSH, Lieutenant, 
18th (P.W.0.) Tiwana Lancers, 
©. H. HOWELL, Lieutenant, Members: 
18th (P.W.0,) Tiwana Lancers, 









































154 


Coxrmycesr Brut. 







‘Amountof allotment. ae 
‘Anioutt expended to end of the pre 


fous month ¢2 we 





Ralance in band, excluting the amount of this bill. 
















Exresprrone: on Account of Persia Consular Guard incurred by the 18th (P:W.O.) 
‘Tiwana Lancers during December 1907. 





} 
Sei ona | 


No. 


Details of Bspenditnre, Amount. 















fof tho 18th (B.W.0,) van. 

Lancers, whi, proceeded to 

Persia oi the 2ud December, 

1W07, for ennploytent as a 

| fontlar guna per deal 
Hherewith enclosed 











l 
if 








| Assintant Adjutant - General 
i ) Diviaion, telex 
| sri tho 20h Now 


Sener, 1907 
| | | 





| | Authority 


























Cortified that the aboye charges have been necessarily incurred in the interests of 
tho State, and that all receipts for sums of 10 rupees and under, except those for postage 


nd telegrams, have been clestroyed, _ 
(Countersigned.) 


Received payment : 
©. PL W. Preis, Colonel, 
Commanding 18th (P.W.0.) Tiwana Lancers, 


Dalhi, December 4, 1907. $ 


-gear, &c., taken by Men of the 18th (P.W.0.) 
10 Persia on the 2nd December, 1907, for 






Deratimp Bill of Saddlery and Horse 1 
Miwana Lancers, who proceeded 
Employment as « Consular Guard. 














ws of Articles, 





Hast pl 










Bridles if 
Bridoons. : : 700 

watering, e 600 
Lirushies, horse, isl curry eotabs : 60 
Buckets, Sears aie 40 
Hurulshers ne | 600 














ody rollers oo 
Cases, sliow and 





1 
i Whiteiees 
i by conn 
Teatatalle ith bridles 
Meadstay stable v.12 
Leading ropes Ss 











Name of Articles 








Pops iron icesing a | “bh 
Nii sate « : ais 

Rings ine (op) : a 
Suid 8 | a 80 
ee H 100 
i», beather .. 8 | 38 0 0 
sadighg : Pa 

Sipe ior ersten 6 | wo 
Annes 8 100 
ee 2 0 
1 Gretringe : 1to 
5 Sites 2 5 1308 
Jos bore * cen 
Hal ropes ‘ 400 
Tetoes ‘ 106 
Bir ‘ 100 
Tens Ba IG a0 
oe ame Stel xs 785 0 8 








©, P. W. PIRIE, Colonel, 
Commanding 18th (P.1V.0.) Tiwana Lancers, 





Delhi, December 4, 1907. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 243, 
The Deputy Secretary to the Government of India to Major-General Sir A. Av Barrett, 


Sinta, June 30, 1909, 
WITH reference to your letter dated the 7th May, 1909, to the address of the 
Secretary to the Goverment of India, Department, T am directed to convey 
sanction to the payment of the bills, amounting to rupeos 4,573.26: 8, on account of 
eight liorses and eight sets of saddlery and tine-gear taken by eight men of the 
18th Lancers, who proceeded in December 1907 40 Ahwaz fo augment the consular 
escort the 











(45435) No. 244. 





trick to Foreign Office.— (Received December 14.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 
Sir, December 13, 1909, 
REFERRING to my letter of the 11th instant, I have to-day received the following 
telegram from my Tehran agent, Mr. D, Brown :— 





“Your offer is under consideration Persian Government. A reply promised this 
week.” 


‘The following messages have also been exchanged with my Bussorah firm :— 


Received December 13.—* Saw Ris yesterday ; he has communicated with Moin-at- 
Tajjar. Immediately we have a reply, will advise you.” 

Sent December 13.“ How long will it take Reis receive reply? When do you 
expect seo Re 

















Yours, &e, 
FRANK ©. STRICK, 





(16ss} as 
























































(5465) 


Dear Mr. Maxwell, 
TSE 
and Russi 
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No, 245. 


25, Abehurch Lane, Lon 


on their paying the interest due on the loans both from His Majesty’ n 
the bank; ulso pay up for the 30,000 worth of the bank's silver misappropriated by 
the mint, ‘and further, open the mint for the coinage of silver? 


You 





‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received December U4.) 
1p ig 





don, December 14, 191 


B by the morning papers the Persian Government has applied to the British 
Tegations for a loan of 500,001, If they succeed, ought we not to insist 





Government and 


rs sincere 





"JACKSON. 

























(46474) 








Ry 





(Na 809.) 


(Toleyeraphic.) 


Governments, 






Goverment 
Ts) 


10 
















loan later for consolidation 
















«stated that 

‘uy aud gendarmeri 

ny were preparing 

programine of expenditure, 
idea exc 

















offer at p 





charges on cnstom-house, thus ena 
i joney was to he ised for restoration of orde 











N 





16. 





Sh G. Barclay o Sir Edward Grey.—( Received December 14.) 


Tehran, December 14, 1909. 


MINISTER for Foreign Affairs and Minister of Finance visited two lega 
yesterday, and applied for an advance on two Goven 
needed by Persian Government. We promised to ti 





Without discussing conditions, we both endeavoured 10 el 
curity for advanee, employment of moni 

ent of foreign agents, but we found Ministers ax ve 

their views with more precision and in greater detail than as Tollows :- 





esent 10 S° Th 
low interest of the floating 





and for reforms, 
mmunieate to the 





pt that M, Bizot was to he given more infhienc 

Was to. superintend its execution, Tf foroign advisers w 

would be engaged, tho Medjliss having approved thelr employment i 

as regards. finanees they wished for the present to try how far 
it of enlightened persons w 





neouraging, but L trust two Governn 
‘or th 





time there seem to be 


sensible budget 





Russian Minister is telegraphing in above sense. 
(Repeated to St, Potorsburgh.) 





egraph this appli 












sof 500,002. urgently 


ion to our 





views of Persian 
, control of expenditure, 
unable to state 
























able 


wey hope for a c 
ilk reduce 


debt, whieh 


ally financial, 
two logy 


vere found neces: 
principl 
ges in Pe 
















nts will not refuse to 
® indic 
and 









(45467) 






(No, S10) 
(Telegraphic 
JOINT adv 
Th cont ation of m; 
Lith Decomber respectivel 
M, Poklowal 
telegram. h the 
the gondarnierie he would 
the south of Persia, for th 























substance of four conditions tentatively 
ption of N 





No, 247, 


Sir G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December Ut.) 


Tehrass, December 14, 1909. 


nce to Persian Government. 


telegrams No. S00 of the 
T have the honour to report th 








o. 2 he raised no obje 
h to stipulate, subject of can 
exclusive employment of 2 

















alier and 809 of the 
nunicated to 
yy lirst-mentioned 
ion to them, As regards 
urse, to oWF requirements in 
sian instructors. I believe 
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that he would also hold out for the four conditions reported in my telegram No. 778 of 
the 15th November, upon which the recent proposed bank’s advance was made 
conditional, T informed him that I was reluctant to overload our demands, and that I 
feared the advance might be wrecked by his proposed modification of the second 
condition which I had suggested. 









(45473) No. 248. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 14.) 








(Telegrap! St. Petersburgh, December 14, 1909. 

PROPOSED joint advance to the Persian Government. 

In a conversation which I had with M. Isvolsky this afternoon I said that, both 
Powers desired to avoid intervention in Persia, but that a situation might arise which 
might render it inevitable unless the Persian Government were shortly provided with 
some funds, M, Isvolsky replied that at the present, moment the Russian Government 
did not feel disposed to be particularly amiable to the Persian Government, since the 
latter had of late been adopting an irritating attitude towards Russia, and this attitude 
was apparently adopted on purpose. 

T remarked that the provision of means for the establishment of order in Persia 
Hh in the interests of England and Russia as in those of Persia herself. In 

xn was rather for our joint interests than for those of the Persian 
M. Isvolsky then shifted his ground to the opposition raised by the 
nos Aliwatar (o granting to Porain any fustor loans or acvanoon Hie Bxcolloney 
acknowledged that tere was an undoubted) improvement in Russian finances, but said 
that M. Kokovtsof kept a tight hand on the purse-strings, and that he doubted whether 
he would be able to induce him to loosen them, How and where were His Majesty's 
Government going to find the money required for the joint advance? I professed 
ignorance on this point. 














































y 
fi 
G 
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ed whether we could not suggest some sort of transaction 
. Kokovtsol’s objections and reliove Russia of the necessity of 
share of the joint advance. M, Isvolsky’s remarks were very 
gave little indicati sas passing in his mind. He gave me no 
T asked if he conteny yudicate, or what? Ho sugested that 
T might ask you if it would not be possible to come to some arrangement 
between the two Governments to facilitate the object in view, M, Tsvolsky's remarks 
donot ich to go upon, but he mentioned that he recollected dimly that we 
hud on occasion made certain suggestions. Tam looking up this poiat in 
previous papers, ld be glad if you would ny stiggestions 
which I could submit to M. 
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clue whe 












































(45572) 249, 





Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Offic 





~ (Received December 15.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, Decenber 13, 1909, 

I THINK it right to inform you that 1 have to-day received a telegram, dated 
Mohammerab, the Mh December, from Messrs. Lloyd, Scott, and Co,, this company’s 
‘agents in Persia, as follows :— 



















un, telegraphs that there is possibility of 
native guard. G. B. Reynolds is at 
msul at Ahwaz to come at once with hig 













‘aphtun that there 
jon benween the head of the Bakhtiari guard and 
then acting as locum (enens for Mr. G. B, Reynolds, owing to the 
akltiari guard, so Mr. Willans wrote, extracting blackmail from the 


had bs 
Mr. Willans, who wi 
head of the 
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native employés of the company to an extent which was making the position impossible, 
‘but [ trusted to the friction being removed on the return of Mr. Reynolds to Maidan- 
Naphtun, and in fact our Persi ts wrote on the Gth November, before Mr. 
Reynolds return, stating that the trouble with the head of the guard had been 
temporarily arranged, and that Mr. Willans was of opinion that.matters would run 
fairly smoothly for a time. a 

‘Tonclose an. extract from our Persian agents’ letter, dated the 20th November, 
roceived on the Lith instant, with copies of the enclosures therein mentioned, on the 
subject of a claim made by two men, Lutfi Ali and Mohamed Jawod. 

Tallude to these two subjects because one or the other may have some hearing on 
the prosont sittiation, although the telegram above quoted would appear to be reporting. 
‘n internal trouble between two sections of the guard. 

Thave, & 
©. W. WALLAC 

Vice-Chairman. 




















rom the Persian Agents of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 


Extract from Letter 
dated Novenber 20, 1909. 













BAKHTIARIS. We enclose copy of a letter rec 
Lurish Khans, who, as you will see, threaten to put difl 
company should any operations connected with road making or pips 
commenced without previous reference to th 

Not knowing the two Bakhtiari persons who have written in, we li 
as well to write the Sultaneh and the Sardar Muhtashiam on th 
‘enclose copy of our lottor in this regard, 

‘As you aro aware, the agreement made by the ( adicate (Li 
with the Bakhtiari chiefs stipulates that compensation is to be paid by us for any 
cultivated land required for the purpose o! ' and further st 
that any dispute as regards the amount of compensation to be paid shall be referred 

ritannie Maje onsitl, Mohammeral 
culty or, occasion for interference 





d by Mr, Willans from two. 
in the way of the 
laying be 
































he. cony 






the laying of the pipe-lin 








therefore occur, and it can only occur through the above-mentioned two. Bakh or 
persons instigating them, deliberately taking stops to. make troub) event 

















whieh rely trust will not happen. 








Inclosure 2 in No. 249. 


Lurish Khuns to Mr. Willans. 





(Ueanstation,) 
(Mer com 





(Undated, | 
IN ace ation which we have received, we learn that on Betwand 
and Raldarin lands you have built a road aud are going to ‘construct a pipe-tine, and 

that you wish to destroy a certain amount of land under cultivation belonging to us. 
his is contrary fo your concession, in whic your Ambassador (Legati 
arranged, nami iu have no right whatever to build roads and 
through fields without satisfying the landowners, ‘The land at Betwand and 
Velongs to ourselves, therefore we respectfully inform you that without our consent 
you have no right to build ro ines through our fields. Further, we 
the kalintars (0 istricts named to pledge themselves tov 
(iltazam) not to permit you any roadway (uot to let you through) until you have seen 
Us, satistied us, and thereafter obtained our permission. 














LUTFL ALL. 
MAHOMED .JA\OD. 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 249. 







Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Samsam-es-Sultanch. 


Your Excellency, Mohommeral, November 19, 1909. 

WE beg to hand you enclosed copy of a letter in Persian (undated and unaddressed) 
which was last week handed to our fields manager at Maidan-i-Naphtun. 

You will notice that the letter in question is signed by two persons, whose names 
are Lutfi Ali and Mahomed Jawod, and that they threaten to put difficulties in the way. 
of the Oil Company if they attempt to construct any roads or lay down any pipe-lines 
through any land owned by themselves. 

As we do not know the two persons above named, we think it better to refer the 
matter to you rather than to negotitte with them direct, 

We do not anticipate that any road or pipe-tine which we shall require to construct 
will have to pass throngh cultivated land, but in the event of this being necessary we 
shall of course pay compensation, as per the torms of our agreement with you. 

We shall he much obliged, therefore, if you will send instructions to Lutfi Ali 
and Mahomed Jawod, and also to all your tribesmen, not to interfere in any way with 
our work, and assure them that if the Oil Company requires the use of any cultivated 
Jand adequate compensation will of course be paid to them, 

We trust we shall have the opportunity of meeting you during the cold weather 
and discussing this and other matters of the company with you, 

We remain, &. 
LLOYD, SCOTT, axp Co. 
Managing Agents, 
















































(45597) No. 250. 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received December 19.) i 
(No, SLL.) ' 
(Telegraphic.) _P. Tehran, December 15, 1909, 
TLEARN from « secret sonree that a Russian subject of the name of Abbas Aga 
‘Paverdien obtained a lease of land hetween the Diz and Karun Rivors some six years 
ago for irrigation purposes, from the late Nizam-es-Sultaneh, then Governor of 
Arabistan. thyvards from the confluence ; 


















Aga Taverdien is, I hear, now endeavouring to interest Russian capital in 4 
the exploitation of this land. , 
Although further information on this matter would be of great interest in view of 
our connection with the Sheikh of Mohammerah's irrigation schemes, I refrain from 
fioning M. Poklewsky, and also from making local enquiries, pending instructions 
far the nature of our relations with the sheikh may be revealed to my, 
Russian colleague, since inconvenient questions might arise from any enquiries on 
my part. 
Fie shGikh, I'am given to understand) ling claims on this land; u fet which if 
true, seems largely to ef stion of the form in which our assurances to him 
should be given (see my despate 107 of the 9th November), but might be brought 
into conflict with Rus ent by giving our support to his claims, 






























(45598) 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 15.) 

(No. 812.) ; 
(Telegraphic,) _P. Tehran, December 15, 1900. 
SHIRAZ situation, 

His Majesty’s consul at Shiraz tele 








phs as follows 


he Boir Alumadi, a branch of the Kubgelouis, haye for some days held the 
Bushire road about 40 miles outside Shiraz; all communication is interrupted, 
Caravans have collected at Dastarjin, ond tribesmen threaten to raid them, . 













“As conditions for the restoration of order Soulet-ed-Dowleh at Kazeroon demands, 
that the entire road in Fars should be placed under his control, that he should be given tf 
(16si] 2T 
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the governorship of several districts bordering on it, unsubject to Saham-ed-Dowleh,, 
To grant these demands would involve the resignation of Sabam and Karguzar, and 
renewed disturbances among Khamseh tribesmen, to refuse them the probable 
continuance of disorder on the Ispahan and Bushire roads, which will make it 
Impossible for my Russian colleague to proceed to Bushire, and postpone indefinitely 
the withdrawal of the detachment. 

t appear to be but two alternatives 
peremptory orders to Soulet to attend at Sh 
Will be dismissed; or British troops from Ahwaz or Dilam might, after Persian 
Government has been notified as in pirney case, make a military demonst n the 
country of Boir Ahmadi in which possibly Persian troops could co-operate. 








the Per verninent might send 
‘and submit to Saham, failing which he 












T will telegraph further after I have seen M. Poklewsky. 















No. 2! 





[45716] 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 16.) 





phic.) B. ‘Tehran, December 16, 1909. 

SHIRAZ situation. 

Tn continuation of my telegram No. 812 of the 15th December, I have the honour 
to report that M. Poklewski and t have decided not to renew our representations. in 
favour of vooreing Sowlet-ed-Dowleh, in view of the weakness of the Persian 
Government. 

Our action reported in my telegram No, 803 of the Sth December bore no, fruit. 
Persian Government who evidently fear to exasperate Sowlet are endeavouring to 
teinporise swith him, Under the eirewn: the course suggested by the -two 
consuls does not fill one with sufficient eonfidence to allow me to press for its adoption. 
‘Our representations on this oecasion were therefore confined to bringing the deplorable 
condition of tho Shiraz region to the notice of the Persian Government, and to urging 
that steps should bo taken to remedy it without del 







































(45473) No. 253. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir ¢ 
) 
legraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 16, 1909. 
PROPOSED advance to Persian Government. 












Provided that conditions are satisfactory and proper security can be obtained, the 
Government of India and the Imperial Government are prepared to, make a joint 
advance. ‘This adyance would amount to 200,001, since the Government of India do 
not wish to exceed that sum. ‘ 

'As regards the facilitation of a joint advance, His Majesty's Government no 
recollection of any suggestions made in the past which would be applicable to the 
present ease. 

Would it not be possible for the Russian Bank to take over the Russian moiety of 
the advance? 

Please refer to your telegram No. 509 of the 14th December. 

















[45725] No. 254, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edienrd Grey.—(Received December 17.) 

(Wo, 054) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 13, 1909. 

T HAVE the honour to report that the following official communiqué respecting 
the situation at Ardebil is published this morning :— 
i 1 of the first echelon of the Russian column at the 
Persian town of Ardebil, which was dispatched there for the defence of the Russian 
consulate amd the Russian subjects resident there, the Karadaghis and Shabsevans (who 
had previous to this taken possession of the above-named town and plundered it) 





“inmediately upon the ari 
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forthwith left this locality and dispersed to their distant encampments. Since then 
order has been restored in Ardebil and its environs, and only on the big caravan route 
Connecting the coastal town of Astara with the town of Tabreex are isolated cases of 
pillaging noticeable. " 

"Considering, in view of such a position of affairs, that the further presence in 
‘Ardebil of a strong detachment is no longer necessary, the Russian Government, has 
Gecided to recall the greater part of the troops sent there, leaving within the Ardebil 
Uistrict five companies of infantry, a mountain battery, three sotnias of Cossacks, and 
‘i section of engineors, in order, by the help of this foree, to guard the consulate and 
Russian subjects against any eventualities, and to establish free movement for the 
trading caravans along the Astara~Tabreez route, Of the above-named detachments 
three companies of infantry, the mouutain battery, a sotnia of Cossacks, and the 
section of engineers will be quartered at Ardebil, one squadron of Cossacks and a 
company of infantry will guard a portion of the above-mentioned route from Astara to 
‘Ardebily and three squadrons of Cossacks and a company of infantry the road from 
‘Ardebil’ to Sarab, from which point up to the town of ‘Tabreez the route will be 
guarded by portions of the Tabreez detachment. 

“As regards the losses incurred by Russian subjects through, the pillaging of 
Ardebil by the nomadic tribes, responsibility for them will be laid on the Shab’s 
Government, which is forming detachments for an expedition against the Karadaghis 
and the Shahisevans for the purpose of collecting from them the losses referred to. 
Moreover, the Persian Government has been warned that if its forces do not carry out 
the task entrasted to them and Russian, subjects do not receive the satisfaction duc to 
them, then the Russian Government will itself take coercive measures with reference 
to these nomads when it shall deem it expedient.” 






































Thave, 4 





NICOLSON. 








(45474) 255. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No, 499.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
ADVANCE to Persian 
However small the security, it is absolutely necessary that some should be offered. 
If the Russian Government will contribute 200,0000,, we are prepared to advance 

the same sum, but at present we cannot give more. 

Tf, however, the Russian Government are equally willing to arrange for a j 
advance amounting in all to 400,001, we are ready to discuss conditions. 
Reference is to your telegram No, 809 of the L1th December. 


Foreign Office, Mecember V7, 1909. 





ment. 























(45465) No. 256. 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir-G. Barclay. 

(No. 500.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

PROPOSED advance to Persian Government, 

Besides conditions on which we are already insisting, the Imperial Bank of Persia 
suggest demanding (1) the opening of the mintto the coinage of silver ; (2) the resto- 
nition of the money misappropriated by the mint, amounting to 30,0002; and (3) 
payment of the interest due on the loans contracted by the bank and the Government, 

Please inform me what you think of the above, 


Foreign Office, December V7, 1909. 














(46342) No. 257. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 323.) 
Sir, 7 - Foreign Office, December 17, 1909. 
‘THE Russian chargé d'affaires informed me to-day that the Turkish Ambassador 
at St. Petersburgh had had a conversation with M. Isvolsky which suggested that 
‘Purkey might be willing to have the ‘Turco-Persian frontier difficulty settled by 




























































mediation. As a first step, Turkey apparently desired that the Persians should be 
advised to remain quiet and avoid hostilities and bloodshed. M. Isvolsky was disy 

to take this step, but he thought that it should he a condition that the Turks should 
withdraw immediately from Persian territory, and should promise to withdraw from 
the disputed zone as soon as normal relations wero established. M. Isvolsky wished 

ation of the same kind from the Turks. 

yet, but when a communication was 
intended by M. Isvolsky. 

id that as the Turks had actually occupied Persian 
was a matter which concerned us both, owing to the agreement 








to know whether I had received any commu 
T said that nothing had reached me 
made to me [would reply in the same maw 
The chargé Waffaires 
territory thi 
of 1907. 















Tam, &e. 
E. GREY. 








[44307] 
Foreign Office to Indiw Office 
Sir, Foreign Office, December V 
1 AM directed by Seeretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you here 








of despatches from His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Minintor at Tohranc relative to the question of mal 





construction in Persia, 



















ount Morley is aware, the Russian Government have not yet replied to 
the memorandum on this subject handed to the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on 





the 14th October, 1908, which was forwarded to your Department, in draft form in 
Mr, Mallot's letter of the 10th October of that year, but, in view of the approaching 
oxpiration of the Russo-Persian Agreement, whereby railway construction in Persia is 
barred, anid of the progress of the Bagdad line, Sir E. Grey is of opinion that that reply 
should no longer be avvaited aud the settlement of the policy to be pursued no further 
























deferred. 
Lord Morley will observe that Sir G, Barclay, referring to the Foreign Office 
memorandum of the 9th October, 1908, agrees with His Majesty's consul-general at 





Bushire, with whom he has lately 
the proposed Juli rah | 
‘imultaneously, and. in cousideri 
British goods on that portion of th 
and that he is accordingly of opi 
abeyance till satisfiction h 
points, 

Sir 


conferred, in. strongly opposing the construction of 
north to south instead of from both ends 
inissible the imposition of differential rates on 
line which will run through the Russian sphere, 
‘coution of the project should remain in 
been obtained from the Russian Goverument on these 






























Jox are, however, in fivour of earmarking without delay 
‘as. a matter of general principle this and the other railways whieh would | 
to His Majesty's Government, and they suggest, in this connection, that a line running 
from Bushire to join the proposed Bunder Abbas-Shiraz-Ahwas line, after passing 
through Aliabad, should bonded to those Iines whieh have been already spectied. 
Sir G. Barclay foresoes great difficulty in inducing the Persian Assembly to grant to 
the two Powers preferential rig nes concomed, on account of the 
strong fooling against Russi nov p uuggests that 
the grant should be made on indispensable ich the two 
Goveruments may consent to make to the Pe 
Sir E. Grey concurs in the view of Sir 
construction of the Julta 
tish, trade, 
of it, but | 

































Barclay and Major Cox as to the mode of 

and us to the undesirability, in the 
in admitting the imposition of differential rates on the 
sousiders that, as the settlement of the question is likel 
fe tise to much discussion with the Russian Government, it 
should be deferred and not allowed to delay the demand to be made on the Persian 
Governtnont for preferential rights to construct this and other lines. 

He also agrees that this denmand should be made without delay in order to forestall 
possible demaids of a similar nature by a third Power which, if granted, would react 
Aisastrously. on British interests both political and commercial, and he approves the 
neat 1 to the list of lines to be earmarked, proposed by Sir G. Barclay and 
Major Cox. 

Finally, he shares Sir G, Bavelay's view that a suitable moment for making the 
demand would be when the Persian Government apply to the two Powers for an 
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+ No. 188, 
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advance of money which, as Lord Morley is aware from Sir G. Barelay’s recent telegrams, 
there is every prospect of their doing immediately, and he agrees in believing that the 
mere fact that such a communication has been made would have some effect in 
Giscouraging the Persian Government from granting concessions of the kind to a third 
Power, and possibly other Powers from asking for them. 

Turning now to Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch, Lord Morley will observe that 
M. Involaky i especially anxious that His Majesty's Government, should not refuse to 
consider the question of joining the Russian and Indian railway systems, 

‘As reyards this question, Sit E, Grey fully recognises that, though this junction 
will doubtless be effected at some future date, the moment is atill remote when such an 
enterprise could be carried into effect. He would, however, submit, for Lord Morley'a 
consideration, that the remoteness of the time when the project can be realised affords 
no adequate ‘reason for refusing to demand from the Persian Government at once 
the preferential right to construct the line when it may suit His Majesty's Government 
to link up the Indian railway system with those of Persia and Europe by a line from 
Nushki to Kerman, Tehran, and Julfa. Such a demand in no way implies any obliga- 
tion or intention to begin the construction of the line ianmediately, while neglect to take 
this opportunity of making it might be punished by the grant of a similar privilege to 
a third Power, which might, for example, secure permission to build a line from Tebran 
to the south, with branches to Seistan and elsewhere, It is clear that the construction 
in Persia of lines in which Great Britain had no part would be far more detrimental to 
British interests than their construction with the participation and under the partial 
conti} of His Majesty's Government 























‘There is at the same time no fear that the Russian Government would themselves 
immediately bog 
M. Isvolsky’s me 
such a purpose, : 

‘An additional reason for pressing this demand is to be found in. the obvious 
anxiety of M, Isvolsky that the question should not be treated, as outside the ru 
‘of practical polities, ‘The concession to his Fixcelleney's wishes involved in admitting 
it, to consideration ould, as clonely, appears from, his Hxcelloney's observations, to 
Sir A. Nicolson, go fa him and public opinion in Russia generally to 
British participation in the construction of the Bagdad Railway which is a matter of 
the highest importance. fs 

tis therefore in Sir Greys opinion essential om a politcal. point of view that 
this demand should be made without delay, while from a commercial standpoint there 
would appear to be no objection to the line which, if constructed, would help Indian 
trade to compete with Russia 

‘To resume, Sir B. Grey would suggest that, as a first step, the two Powers should, 
when the Persian G: sit approaches them with « request for pecuniary assistance, 
inake it-a condition of their consent to an advance that the preferential right as against 
other Powers t9 construct certain railways should be reserved to them, that these 
railways should include one from Julfa to Mohammerah by way of ‘Tehran and one eon 
heoting the Cancasian Railways with the Indian system by way of ‘Tehran, Kerman, and 
Nushki, and that His Majesty's Government, for their part, should also demand the 
right to construct lines from— 

1, Bunder Abbas to Kerman ; 

9) Bunder Ablas to Ahwiz by way of Shiraz with the option of building a port at 
Khior Musi; and 

3. Bushire by way of Aliabad to some point on the Bunder Abbas-Shiraz— 
Ahwaz line. 





the constructi 


of the line of junction, since, as was admitted in 
jrandum of the 15th August, 1908, they have n 


funds ayailable for 









































His Majesty's and the Rusian Governments would afterwards discuss at their 
leisure the details of these schemes and the terms of construction of the lines which 
would concern them in common. 
E. Grey would be glad to receive at Lond Morley’s early convenience an 
expression of his Lordships views on this important question, and would at the samo 
time suggest that advantages should be taken of Major Cox's presence in London to 
arrange that a conference should take place between members of this Office and of your 
Gepariment to discuss the matter with the benefit of his assistance and advice. 
Tam, &¢. 
LOUIS MALLEY. 
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[45942] No, 259. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 18.) 





Sir, Inia Office, December 17, 191 

WITH reference to correspondence, ending with your letter of the 16th November, 
1909, as to a proposed concession for the improvement of the communications between 
Bunder Abbas and Kerman, [am directed by the Secretary of State for India to enclose 
copy of « telegram from the Viceroy on the subject, 

It will be seen that the Government of India, while in favour of the proposal on its 
merits, consider that it should only be contemplated if His Majesty's Government are 
satisfied that it will not induce a corresponding movement on the part of the Russians 
towards Meshed, or precipitate the construction of the Askabad-Meshed Railway. 

Viscount Morley, as at present sees no reason to modify the views 
oxpressed in the last paragraph of Mr, Campbells letter of the 28th September, 1908, 
as to the objections, on political grounds, to the construction of the Askabad~Meshed 
line; but Sit E, Grey is in the best position to judge how fur Russian activity in this 
direevion is ikély to- be atimulited by the. propommle aubmsitted| by tho Indo-aropean 
Telegraph Company, which, Lord Morley observes, are confined for the present to a 
survey of the country between Bunder Abbas and Kerm: 

Tam to suggest that a final answer to the company should be deferred pending the 
receipt of the further communication on the subject of ea railway concessions 
in Persia, which it is understood will be received in due course, in continuation of 
stant. 
















































Mr, Mallets Secret letter of the 3rd. 


Tam, &e, 
R. RITCHIE, 





Tnelosure in No. 





Government of India to Viscount Morley. 


December Vt, 1909. 


(elographic.) _P. 

GOMMUNIGATIONS between Bunder Abbas and Kerman, 
of the 29th October, 1909. 

Tb is very desirable, in our opinion, that communications between the two places, 
vil Minab and Rogan, should be improved, It would, however, be unprofitable to make 
nere caravan road a ite, and ca Cart road on a 
railway alignment, whieh, when required, 1 
the best arrangement, We cousider that te 
to police youd in some form would presumab 
permission being given to. the concession 
number of police, ot to subsidise local khans 

Gover tof India held views similar to foregoi 
consideration whole question of communications in Persia; but we bold now, no k 
strongly than we did then, that. we could only contemplate this proposal, desirable 
undoubtedly is, provided His Majesty mument are satisfied that corresponding 
movement towards Meshed on the part of the Russians will not be the consequence, 
Please refer to last paragraph of Foreign Oifice memorandum of the 14th October, 1908, 
and Russian «ride-mémoire of the 2ud (15th) Augusy, 1908. We consider that it would 
bo expedient to postpone construction of proposed road from Binder Abbas if it is 
likely to precipitate construction of Tine from Askabad to Meshed. 





e your despatch 











ht be converted 
raph line should fallow the road. 
he included in the concession, if 
her themselves to raise a limited 
























1904, when they had under 





















(45931) No. 260. 


Anglo-Persian Oil Company to Foreign Office —(Received December 18.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, December 17, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, 
communicating to mo a telegram received by the India Olfice in connection with the 
proposed survey of a part of South-Western Persia. 

T know that Mr, Scott was a very able and distinguished oflicer of the survey 
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department, but Ehad hoped to secure the services of a very much younger man. T 
presume, however, from the fact that the Government of India has suggested our 
engaging a retired officer, that no suitable officer on the active list is available. Tn 
these circumstances I hope you will allow us, before proceeding to consider the 
engagement of Mr. Scott, to ask whether Mr, G. P. ‘Tate, who knows Persia, and 
who is, I understand, at the present moment retiring from the Indian Survey, would 
take on this company’s work at once at a salary of 800 rupees per month. He would 
need to bring with him from India a small establishment whose cost would be 
defrayed. My company would also pay the travelling expenses of the party to and 
from the country to be surveyed, and would provide tents and carriage for the party 
while there. ‘The survey at present required is triangulation only, and, in accordance 
with the last paragraph of your letter now under reply, we have decided to abandon 
the idea of a scale of 6 inches to the mile and to adopt a scale of either 1 inch or 
2 inches to the mile as may be settled on the spot between our representative in 
Persia and Mr, Tato, if we are able to secure Mr. Tate's services. Tnasmuch as the 
cold weather is already well advanced, as the Christmas and New Year holidays in 
India are imminent, and as it is very important that as much of the triangulation 
measurements as possible should be completed during this cold weather, I shail esteem 
ita very great favour if you can cause a telegram to the above effect to be sent to 
India as quickly as possible. 








Tam, &e, 
E, W. WALLACH, 


Vice-Chairman, 





(45952) No. 261. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
(No. 814.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1909. 

A GENTLEMAN named Mr, Maurice Blake, son of Sir Henry Blake, whom the 
Duchess of St. Albans introduced to Sir C. Spring-Rice, has arrived at ‘Tehran, ‘The 
‘object cf hisveomine ds to'try to‘obiaih tie vets of tie Parlan Gavemntinne dy 
the d’Arcy oil concession which articles 4 and 10 of the said concossion accord to it. 
He is prepared to pay, on behalf of a certain British financier whose name. remains 
undisclosed up to the present, 80,0001. ready money for the acquisition of these rights, 
and the financier undertakes ‘that the interest he will thus acquire shall remain in 
British possessio 
vin Lie inform Mr. Blake that unless instructions aro forthcoming, Tenn Tend 
him no help. 

‘That the Persian Government should loso its share in a concern which depends 80 
very largely on its interest and goodwill is a thing which, in the interest of the 
‘company, is to be deprecated ; and moreover, any transaction which would momentarily. 
obviate the Persian Government's necessity of having recourse to tho British and 
Russian Governments for financial help, I should welcome with very mixed feelings. 

But again, in the event of the present applicant failing in this transaction, the 
Porsian Government may wel soll tholr share and interest to a forcigner, and the Yory 
eagerness which Mr, Blake hag shewn may well lead the Persian Government to expect 
applications in the same sense from elsewhere. 

‘Yo show favour to one British subject in a transaction, to the detriment. of 
another would presumably arouse objections, but in the present case the political side 
of the question must not be lost sight of. 

In view of the above considerations I am in some doubt as to my attitude, and I 
request your early instructions as to the conrse of conduct which I should pursue, 

‘Any moment may see Mr. Blake opening the negotiations, 
































[45953] No, 262, 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received December 19.) 
(No, 815.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 19, 1909, 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. Foreign Office telegram No. 500 of the 
17th December, 1909. 
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‘Tam given to understand that the minting contract is about to be settled in a 
manner satisfactory to the Imperial Bank of Persia. I hope in time to be able to 
arrange the other points independently of the joint loan, the conditions for which, in 
0 far as the Russian Government will admit, I'should like to see restricted to such as 
are adapted to bring about a speedy strengthening of the Persian Government, 
whereby the joint interests of the two Powers will, I believe, benefit. With regard 
to the condition dealing with the carmarking of railways (see my telegram No. 800 of 
the 2nd December); I think that its importance justifies an exception being made 
in this case, 

In the circumstances, T think the demands of the bank should be omitted, 
Manager quite acquiesces step, and, indeed, I do not see that the bank has more 
reasou than many other British creditors to look to this Government advance for a 
settlement of their claims. 




























(46006) No. 263, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
‘No. 208.) 
in, 





ember 10, 1909 
ist August last respecting 

Thave the honour 
agent that Sardar 
Bakhtiari khans, who are partners 


WIPH reference to my despatch No, 165 of the 
the repairs to the Godar Bridge on the z-Tspaban 
to roport that [have learned from Messrs, Lynch's 1 
Mulitashom and Sardar Bahadur, on behalf of th 
in tho road, have agreed to the inspection of the bridge by Messrs, Lynch's engineer at 
the cost estimated by Messrs. Lynch, viz, 5,738°50 krans. 

Mr. Sotham, Messrs, Lyneh’s engineer, lias been dispatched to 

Thav 

















mute this work. 


G. BARCLAY. 
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Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received December 20.) 


(No. 211, 













Sir, Tehran, November 21, 1909 
AS 1 hnd the honour to report in my telegram No. 780 of the 19th instant, the 
Persian Parliament was olticially opened on that day: by His Majesty the Shab, 
‘The diplomatic body. having received invitations to attend. in uniform, T was 















. yy with 
His Majesty stood on a 
Valid on his wei 
notorious Mujtehid, who took so promi 
‘yeiurs ago and has recently returned from 
The proceedings were marked by: conspi 
from the Throne, of which Thave the ho 
ad by the Prime Minister, Sipabdari 
coremony ended, 
‘The number of deputies present was just over the necessary quorum of sixty-one, 
the most prominent of whom are the following -— : 






colle 





sues and our respecti 
atform with the Ré 
the clergy, i 





right and the 
id Abdullah, the 
movement two 












uousand unusual good order, ‘The Speech 
to inclow a translation herewith, was 
Azam, and the Shah having withdrawn, the 








‘Pehran s+ Sani-ed-Dowleh, 
Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, 
Haji Seyyid Nasrullal 
Zoka-ul-Mulk. 
Sadik Hesret. 
Motamin-ul-Mulk. 

Hussein Kuli Khan, Nawab, 

Pein Assadulal Miva. 























Azerbaijan... Tal 
Hakim-ul-Mulk, 

Mustashar-ed-Dowleh, 
Haji Mirza Reza Khan. 
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Tspahan Mirza Tbrahim Khan. 
Astrabad Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 
Ghilan Dr, Ismail Khan. 
Moazed-es-Saltaneh. 
Trak Momtaz-cd-Dowleh. 
Kazvin Fahim-ul-Malk. 
Fars ‘Amid-ul-Hokema, 





Tn order to verify the mandates of the deputies, a provisional president, 
Motamin-ul-Mulk, and two vice-presidents, were elected on the 16th instant, The 
result of the examination of mandates was the rejection of five candidates, who, it 
was found, had not been elected strictly in accordance with the provisions of the 
Electoral Law. : 

On the 20th instant a permanent president and other officials were elected, the 
result being ns follows :— 





President, —Mustashar-ed-Dowleh. 
First Vice-President —Haji Sey 
Second Vice-President —Momta 





Nasrullali 
-Dowleh, 





‘The new president was a very prominent member of the first Medjliss and is 
rez deputy. He was arrested by order of Mohammad Ali, the ex-Shah, on the 
1 of the coup d’Blat of Jume 1908 and only released a year later, He is possessed 

of cousiderable influence among the Nationalists, and, so fiw as can be judged, is imbued 
with moderate views and is not likely to allow the Medjliss to embark on a policy of 

sweeping changes, which is supposed to be advocated by the more violent section of the 
party led by Taki Zada, of which Hussein Kuli Khan, Nawab, is « prominent adherent. 

Tels therofore hoped that, for the present at any rate, the conflict between the Assembly: 

and the military leaders, Serdar Assad and Sipabdar, will be averted, aud that a vote of 
confidence in the Cabinet will be giv tee 

So far, it will bo, obverved, the Assembly has boon oocupivd in, dlaling with 
formalities relating to its own internal affairs, and beyond the reading of few 

-atulatory telegrams— including messages from the Pfesident of the United States 

and the French President, from the Austrian, Belgian, and Freuch Governments, and 

nicating telegrams from Astara respecting the situation at Ardebil—no public 

s has yet been transicted, 

Ic is as yet too early to pronounce on the merits of the new Me 

de said, with a certain amount of confidence, that it 

















































hut it can, at 
‘omises to be less 





A feature, as far judge from the deputies who have so fir arrived at the 
ital, is the eclipse of Clericalism, Tn the first Medjliss, under the system of class 
iy the clerical clement was preponderant, but this has apparently now been 
rsed. 









T have, &e. 
G, BARCLAY, 


Tnelosure in No. 264, 





Speech of Shah from the Throne at the Opening of Parliament, November 15, 1909, 






tranquil, but at last, in view 
entered the phase of agitation 
after having gone through, the first. sta 
improvement. God be praised that. the 
greatest pleasure and satistactis 
‘gu, brought about by the untiring en 
help of Persia's well-wishers, 
We hope that our deputies will continue to show that energy and devotion which 
have brought about this happiness and that they will carry out their sacred duties with 
full eare and minuteness, My Government algo will do their utmost to maintain security 
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which all nations must traverse for their 
nd was fortunate, and we to-day seo with the 
pening of our first Parliament in the present 

yy of the people themselves and the sympathy. 
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and order in the realm and to foster its progress. Tam also very pleased that the new 
Government, which aims at progress, is appreciated by the people and has brought about 
security and peace to all. Minor disturbances, which have occurred in certain parts 
owing to the action of certain rebels who are in fear on account of their misdeeds, are 
being’ dealt with by my Government and there isevery hope of their speedy cessation. 

‘are exceedingly happy that our friendly relations with foreign Powers are 
maintained and are also very pleaged to see their sympathy towards the progress of the 
new onder of things, and we hope for the permanence of these sentiments in the 
future, 

‘We sincerely trust that, in view of the friendly discussions which are in progress, 
and of the good results which are apparent therefrom, the sorrow and sadness which is 
dominant in the minds of the public owing to the presence of foreign troops in Persian 
territory, will shortly be removed. 

In order to begin reforms and to organise the Government, the deputies and 
sters must first give their greatest attention to the work of gradually reforming the 
various departments on the model of those of civilised Powers, and particularly to the 
urgent york of reform in the finanees of the State, of improvement in the police adminis- 
tration and the protection and security of the high roads, ‘They will work in accordance 
with a detailed programme which my Cabinet will present to them for the immediate 
‘and urgent reforms necessary, and they will do this with the utmost possible expedition 
‘and our sincerest desire and’ the wish of the people, which is that the necessary measures 
for the happiness of the nation and the strengthening of the constitution, which is in 
‘ceordance with the soul of Islam, will be carried out. 

Wo pray to God for the success of the people's deputies and hope for the increase 
of glory, independence, and happiness of the people. 

























































{46010} No, 265 





Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 222) 
Sin, Tehran, November 29, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which T have 
received from His Majesty's acting consul-general at Tabreez respecting the recent 
rnoveruend of vebaliois titas at ARdobil aati the rluneue whieh have: been curred 
regarding the action of the Russian anthorities. 











Thave, &¢, 
G. BARCLAY. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 2 
Acting Consul-General Smart to Sir G. Barclay, 


Tabreez, November 14, 1909. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 194 of the 12th ultimo, I have the honour to 
onlose herewith translations of the two telegrams sent by Rahim Khan and the 
Karadagh and Shahsevan chiefs: to my Russian colleague for transmission respectively 

to the éx-Shah and to the two Bakhtiari chiefs Amir Mufakham and Sard i 
‘As I have already reported fully by telegraph, I will not trouble you with a 
repetition of the eventa which led up to th capture and sick of Ardebi by the rebels 
On the arrival of the Russian troops, the rebels put up a certain Ghaflar Khan as 
governor and retired outside the town to the canp, formerly prepared by Sattar Khan. 
‘The Shabsovans are now no Teeshid-il-Mulk, atid. perhaps the display of 
force made by the governor-general and the approach of winter may conduece to effect 
anagreoment. At Sarab, where Samad Khan aud Bagher Khan now are, there appear 
to be about 3,000 men under the supreme command of Reshid-ul-Mulk. A detachment 
is at Astara and auother detachment has fortified the Resht road in Khalkbal. ‘This 
last detachment has already had a skirmish with the Shabsevans, whom they are 
reported to have repulsed with bombs in the time-honoured revolutionary manner. If 
is made and the rebels retire, Reshid-ul-Mulk will proceed as governor to 

















































we opinion of almost every Persian and unofficial European here, the rebels 
tigated by the Russians. As is usual in such cases, no definite proof is 
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forthcoming to support the accusation, which may be unfounded. Tt must, however, be 
confessed that the Russians have been imprudent or unfortunate in coincidences. Until 
September Zergham and other Karadagh chiefs, with whom the local authorities had. 
been in negotiation, had shown a disposition to co-operate with the Government against 
Rahim Khan. After the Russian expedition to Karadagh they made a complete 
yolte-face, and threw in their lot with Rahim Khan, To make the coincidence still 
more unfortunate, the Russiaus attacked and apparently killed Ali Khan, who 
happened to be the most dangerous opponent of Rahim Kahn among the Karadagh chiefs, 
Moreover, Mr. Miller himself afterwards confessed that the charges of pillage, &., made 
by the Meshapar villagers against Ali Khan were for the most partuntrue, At the 
time of the expedition, 1 pointed out to Mr, Miller, us reported in my telegram No, 182. 
of the 21st August last, that native suspicions would inevitably beatoused, During all 
is time Mr. Miller was in continuous correspondence with Rahim Khan, an avowed 
rebel against the established authorities, Of course this correspondence may have 
merely consisted in an exchange of courtesies between the local representative of the 
Russian G and the savage outlaw, whose cruelty and extortions hove 
rendered him an object of general hatred. till, the mistrust of the local suthorities, 
who were fully aware of this correspondence, is perhaps nob surprising, Again, after 
Rahim Khan and his allies had openly proclaimed their intention of revolt against, the 
ime, Mr. Miller very unwisely sent his consulate doctor to Ahar to treat, Rahim 
for paralysis of the face, ‘Two days after the departure of the doctor from Ahar 
Rahim Khan marched on Ardebil. 
In any case, it is difficult to believe that the Russians, as Mr, Miller assured me, 
used their influence to restrain Rahim Khan, However, with or without encourage- 
revolt was inevitable, although perhaps Rahim: 
mm, but for the general impression that the Russians were behind 1 would not 
have been able to win over the other khans of Karadagh. As regards the Shahsevans, 
Sattar Khan and the Anjuman at Ardebil are mainly responsible for their revolt, Some 
of the Shabsevan chiefs came into Ardebil, and made submission to the new régime, 
Sattar, in one of his frequent periods of drunkenness, grossly insulted the chiefs, who 
of course would not brook such treatment from a man whom they despise as a plebeian, 
Moreover, Sattar and the Anjuman plotted to imprison the chiets, in spite of their sate- 
fcoenctalorluns to retoyaniehe mooabaclisa nape during the last six months by the 
Shahsevans, ‘The chiefs, irritated and alarmed, tiually left the city, and threw in their 
h Rahim Khan, fi 
























































there is no 
to me that 
qualities, but his 
unreliable. Mukhber-es-Saltaneh wishes to send hin 
go, the governor-general will have to use foree, in which event there might be a fight, 
involving the danger of an intervention of the Russian troops, In view of the popular 
bitterness against Russia since the outbreak of the rebellion in Eastern Azerbaijan, such 
intervention would greatly weaken the governor's credit, Tt is the fear of such compli- 
cations which deters Mukhber-es-Saltaneh from proceeding at once against Sattar. 
Moreover, Muhammed Khan Amir Tooman, commander of the Pers Cossacks, is of 
the opinion that the troops at the Governor's disposal are not sufficient to enable a 
coup de main against Sattar. He says that the Inanloo horsemen are absolutely use~ 
less, so that, at the present moment, the governor can only rely on his 100 cossacks, 
‘The Persian Government must make a big effort if they wish to save Azerbaijan, 
After three months’ long delay, 200 Cossacks and 200 useless Inanloo horsemen struggle 
into Tabreez. It is hopeless to” expect the governor-general to govern the most 
turbulent province of Persia with such a force. Azerbaijan contains probably the best 
fighting tribesmen of Persia, and its security is also endangered by the fedais, who 
exist here in greater numbers than anywhere else. Besides then dangers, there is 
always a certain amount of unrest caused by Turkish and Russian influences, Under 
such’ circumstances the problem before the governor of Azerbaijan is probably more 
difficult. than that confronting any other provincial governor. The severity’ of the 
Azerbaijan winter may keep the unruly elements quiet for the next few months ; but 
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more than 2,000,000. peopl 

hiefi of the: Kujubegl 
unanimously agreed to start for Ardebil on the Lath of Ram: 
n anywhere the word 
Majesty, and we offer our 





i flicient force, sent from outside and containing no fedais, 
this breathing space, the spring may witness a general ontbreak of 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 265, 


Telegram addressed to ex-Shah (vid the Russian Consul-General) by Rahim Khan and 
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Gisorders throughout 


Thave, &e. 
W. A. SMART. 


various Chiefs, < 


ns and Armenians, they have killed our 
1, what fault had the ile 





allove is for the information of. 
(Signatures of Rahim Khan and nine Karad 


Inclosure 3 


Telegram addressed (0 <imir ufakhan and Serdar-i-Jang 











time these constitutionalists have ereated disorders, murdered and 
pitied. Firstly, how. many of the notables and. sey 

illed and plundered their houses! Also at Ardebil 
and seyyids, and carried off all their property, And in Tebran they have killed several 
notables and mujtehids, who are the repress 





ids of Tabrees have they not 
they have killed several notables 








iatives of the Imim, Having united, 
ema and seyyids, If they had 
1s and seyyids in their eyes? ‘Their whole 
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aswe live 





your Imperial Majesty, 
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in No, 265. 





iid the Russian Consul-General) 


by Rahim Khan and various Chiefs, 
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zion of Mahomet, ‘Therefore, all 
Kiradagh, aud the hans, begadehs, and kathodas of the SI 
assembled, have agreed to st 

x there, 
there, as long ws we have 


"The whove is for your information. 


rdebil on the Lath of F 
‘Thence we 
we will not allow the nam 





d chieis of 
ahsevans, having 
1 order to destroy 
Having marched straight. 
of constitutionalisin to exist 
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(Signatures of Rahim Khan and nine Karadagh 
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Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 














ists the ser 


t 






No, 266. 









Tehran, November 30, 1909. 
Wth ultiino 1 reported ‘that it was generally 
determined attack would be made on the 
opinion has not proved correct is 
who since his return has used all his 
lists not to upset the present Cabinet, 






Mull 





He tells ne urival he was urged to accept the post of Regent, but that he 
had refhsed in the couvietion, that he could do more useful work for the moment if he 
ed himself to giving disinterested advice. He has urged on 


rendered to the constitutional cause by 


organised during 












Rupe 


Sipahdar and Sardar Assad, Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, the two 
members of the Cabinet against whom complaints were especially directed, and has most 
strongly deprecated any attack on them at this moment. His counsels have provailed 
so far, ‘Tho two Ministrs had, on the mesting of the Medjliss, tendered their resigna- 
tion. The Regent refused to accept it, and his action has now received the express 
approval of the Assembly. Azad-ul-Mulk: has also been confirmed in his post as Regent, 
0 that the provisional administration has received what is tantamount to a vote of 
confidence. 

‘No progress has been made in the negotiations between the two banks and the 
Government for the joint advance of 400,000 tomans against the Crown jewels, no 
reply having yet been returned by the Persian Government to the proposals of the two 
banks, 

Tt would not be perhaps entirely a matter for regret if these negotiations came to 
nothing, for doles of this kind merely enable the Government to continue « hand-to- 
mouth existence, Now that the Medjiss has met, the sooner it pockets its pride and 
authorises the Government to apply {0 the two legations for a substantial advance the 
better it will be in Persia's interest, Indeed, it is, I think, very unfortunate that the 
Persian Government should during the past four months have shirked the responsi- 
bility of taking this step by themselves, Much precious time has been wasted, The 
negotiations which must ensue before an advance can be made must occupy a 
considerable time, and the position to-day would be more hopeful if these negotiations 
were well advanced. Fortunately for the new Government there has been relative 
tranquillity in the country since shortly after the revolution, but there are not wanting 
signs that this will prove’ to have been merely a temporary lull. ‘The main southern 

the Bushire-Ispahan ro again reported practically closed, the section 
between Shiraz and Kazerun, h the Russian consul-general at Bushire was: 
recently attacked, and the stages immediately south of Ispahan, where the road is 
completely blocked by the Kuhgeluis, being especially disturbed, Disturbances 
again threatening at Shiraz, where the governor-general, able man though he is, is 
finding great difficulty in maintaining his authority with the small force at his disposal, 
His Majesty's ucting consul regards the situation in Fars as critical, and urges that. the 
wemor should receive strong support from Toran, nding. that, should Sahan-ed- 
vee fil, the province would fill into chaos ftom which the only exit would be 
intervention. ‘Tribal conflicts, for which the Kalhurs appear to be responsible, are 
reported from the neighbourhood of Kermanshah. From Kerman news comes that the 
Narmashir district is threatened with raids from Baluchis, At Zenjan, where trouble 
has been brewing for some time, fomented by a reactionary mullab, there has been. 
fighting between the mullab’s following and the Government troops, who were on their 
‘Ardebil. Fortunately the latter were entirely successful, the mullah and his 
leading supporters being captured, but notwithstanding this success, and despite the 
deliverance of Ardebil by the arrival of Russian troops, the general situation is, T 
think, decidedly less hopeful than four weeks ago. Unfortunately the Cabinet's 
programme for submission to the Melis, which is believed to contain a proposal 
to apply to the tw ments for a loan, has not yet been placed before the 
Assembly, Every day which passes without some really substantial financial assistance 
to the Government is likely to bring us nearer to a state of things where the 
intervention of the two Powers on a large seale may be inevitable, 

‘The most crying needs for the present. are the institution of an efficient, gendar- 

J the reorganisation of the financial administration. Both are essential before 
nue can again be propery collected and can be properly used, audi probable 
that neither will be practicable without a liberal introduction of the foreign element, 
The two Governments will no doubt wish to make this condition a sine qud non of 
AngloRussian financial assistance, though, having regard to the probable consequences 
of a continuance cf Persia's present haid-to-mouth administration, Lam not sure that, 
in the event of such a demand proving an insuperable obstacle to an advance, the two 
Governments would not find it better economy. in the end to waive it, giving the Persian 
Government money and letting them do the best they ean with it themselves. ‘They 
would probably fail to effect any permanent improvement in the administration, but 
there would be an offehance of success which it might be worth taking sooner than 
leave the Government without funds, Nasr-ul-Mulk seems to realise that the 
co-operation of Europeans is needed, Int Ihave no certainty as to the feeling of the 
Medjliss, which has not yet shown its hand, Probably it would be willing to invite 
Assistance for the financial administration, but the gendarmerio is the great 

‘The Russian Government has made it ‘opposed to the employ- 
[1654] ay 
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sent, of fesign oars of any nationality not approved by it aud Teather fom my 
Russian colleague that, except for the districts where we have special, interests, his 
Government ig not inclined to. allow the employment of any military officers but 
Russians, This would be a pill which I fear the Persian Government might find 
impossible to swallow, and it was because of this, and in order to give Russia less handle 
for demanding. the employment of her officers in the north, that in our scheme for the 
proteetion of the main southern route Major Cox and I recommended the employment 
of British civilians rather than military officers. Tt is more than possible that the 
Persian Government could be brought to employ foreign officers in any gendarmerie 
fore that may be instituted, but it Russia insists on these being Russians, and this is 
made one of the conditions of un advance, I should have little hope of the Persian 
Government's accepting Anglo-Russian financial help. Tt would, Tthink, prefer, if it 
as get help tom Ao other quarter, to attempt to carry on jn the present hand-to-mouth 
fashon, which enn only lead soonet or later to a state of things admitting of no solution 
bit intervention ona large seale, 
T have, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 





(46012) No, 267. 


Sir G, Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No, 214.) 
Sir, Tehran, December 3, 1909. 

WITH refer y telegram No. 794 of the 29th November, Lhave the honour 
to transmit copy of an interesting despatch from His Majesty's acting consul at, Shiraz, 
Which has reached me too late to be embodied in the monthly summary, and indeed 
froin its importance seems to call for a separate coveres 

Thave read parts of this despatch to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and have 

urged both upon his Highness and upon the Minister of the Interior the necessity of 
giving all possible support to Saham-ecl-Dowleh, the: eapable Governor-General of Fars. 


in its present almost penniless condition it seems doubtful whether the Government 


Hoableto give him adequate support, but they are sending him a regiment and have 
promised to authorise him to raise local levies. 


T have, &e. 
G. BARCLAY. 


Tuclosure in No. 267. 
Summary of Events in Shiraz for week ending November V7, 1909. 


THE question of the future of Fars has now come to a head. Repeated road 
sobbories on both sides of Shiraz, with constant loeal intrigue against him, have 
convineed the governor that without more force he is helpless, and had better resign 
‘while ho has still some prestige left. It appears that he hag for some time been coming 
to this conclusion, but the matter was brought to a head by a violent quarrel 
botween him and Sheikhul-Mulk, the newly arrived head of the judisial department, 
Tt appears that he sent for Sheikh-ul-Mulk on business, and that the latter refused to 
come, saying he was the governor's equal, and violently abusing one of the governor's 
messengers. Eventually he went to se Saham-ed-Dowleh, and claimed independence 
of the executive and equality of himself with the governor. ‘The latter indignantly 
denying this they had 4 sharp quartet, and Sheikh-ul-Mulk left the palace in towering 
passion, declaring publicly that he cared for nobody. ‘The governor then telegraph 
to Tehran that vithor he or Sheikh-ul-Mulk must leave Shiraz at once. Sheikkh-ul-Mulk 
subsequently apologised, but the governor refused, saying the matter was in the hands 
Of the Tehran authorities, An inexplicable delay ensued, the governor remaining more 
than forty-eight hours without an answer, which still further depressed him. On the 
17th he telegraphed that, apart from the Sheikh-ul-Mulk affair, he could not consent to 
remain in ofee unless the central Government would either provide him with troops 
or allow him to devote the whole revenue of Fars to enlisting troops himself 
Tho whole future of Furs, and indeed of Southern Persia, is at stake on thi 

question, It is quite impossible to hope for greater, or indeed the same, success in main- 
taining order for any successor of Saham-ed-Dovleb, aud if he. resigns there is a 
prospect of eontinued and hopeless disorder, the end! of which it is impossible to 
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foresee. On the other hand, it seems unlikely that the necessitous Persian Government 
‘will agree to hand over the revenues of Fars for the exclusive use of the Fars Govern- 
ment. The juneture is one of extreme interest. In the ease of inost Persians, some 
‘compromise would be arrived at to save the face of all parties, but Saham-ed-Dowleh is 
not an ordinary Persian, and it does not seem likely that, he will content himself with 
feos than igs fall demauide, As Mavakkareed-Dowleh pithily put iv: "Tt is imposible 
to continue this show with an empty hand.” * 

‘A finished faree took place on the 15th, when the opening of the Medjliss was 
celebrated by fireworks, at which the British and Russian consuls attended. ‘The new! 
elected members of the Mediliss-i-Avalati were received by the governor-general with 
extreme politeness, and a speech was read celebrating the absolute unity of all classes in 
Persia, and ending with acclamations for the Parliament, the law (*kanun”) and. tho 
Shariat. Considering that the majority of those present on the platform axe well known 
to be engaged in active intrigues against the governor, the effect of the whole gathering 
vas rather bitterly humorous. 

The departure of the detachment, which had been fixed for the 14th, was delayed 
in view of the precarious position of the governor, On the 15th His Majesty's consul 
replied toa request for an interview from Haji Ali Agha, a member of the Meds 
‘Ayalati, and one of the leaders of the cabal! against the governor, that he was sorry 
GR he could not fix any time, as he was intending to leave fox Bushive as soon. a8 he 
could be satisfied that the province was safe in the strong hands of Sabam-ed-Dowleh 
and that the intrigues against him had been unsuccessful, 

nilet-ed-Dowleh has gone past Chenar Rahdar without paying any British, claims 
acoonliag to his promise, {le bas eont lavish promizes, and declares tnt he ia invest 
wating the various claims, It is to be feared that nothing is to be hoped from him, 
is object seems to be to avoid all acts of severity within the tribe in order to be sure 
‘of their support in the event of the governor's failure to maintain his position, In any 
case he has lost all claims to be considered a friend of Great Britain, 

‘The roads are going from bad to worse, The post from Bushire was robbed near 
Kazerun, two parcels belonging to His Majesty's consul being carried off, apparently 
by Kashgais. 

‘The post from Tehran was robbed near Yezdikhast, and a carayan of seventy mules, 
accompanied by Arbab Rustam, was carried off near Khaneh Kinghan, ‘ho Arbab 
came on almost alone. 

On the 16th a similar robbery was reported from the Sineh Safid pass, near 
Dastarjin, the robbers in both cases being Kubgelu; but it is inconceivable they acted 
without Kashgai connivance, 

Mr, Livingston's lain for burglary (ede Shins news for the 12th Muy, 1909) was 

by Ataed-Dowleh, the then begler beyyi, after the governor had had Cossacks 

.e in his house for more than twenty-four hours, 

M. Passek, Russian consul-general, arrived on the 15th, Mansur-es-Saltanch, 
Arab, fay been appointed. Governor of Dashti and Dashtntan, | Hl, was to have 
accompanied Mr. Bill as far as Borasjun, but his departure is now dependent, like 
everything else, on the fate of the governor, 


Maximum temperature in sun = 103 degrees on the 14th instant. 
Maximum temperature in shade = 88 degrees on the 14th instant 
Minimum temperature at 5 a.at. = $4 degrees on the 15th and 16th instan 


J. 1, BILL, 
His Britannic Majesty's Acting Consul, Shiraz. 
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210) Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
16, 
Tehran, December 3, 1909, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 
Thave, &e. 
G. BARCLAY, 

































































Tnelosure in No. 268. 


No, 12.—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for four weeks ending December 3, 1909 


Tehran, q 


THE King’s birthday was celebrated in the usual manner on the 9th instant, 
when representatives of His Majesty the Shah and the Foreign Office bearing co 
Gratulatory messages wore received by His Majesty's Minister, who in the evening gave 
4 dinner to the Cabinet Ministers and principal members of the English eolony. © 

2, Tho ex-Prime Minister, Mushir-es-Sultaneh, and others who were in" bast” at 
the Turkish Embassy have left their place of refuge and have paid varying sums to the 
Goverment, by, which means they have apparently avoided molestation for their past 
reactionary activity. 

3, Hajji Mohammed Ismail, the ex-mint master, who was guilty of defaleations in 
connection with his mint contract with the Imperial Bank to the extent of 30,0001 
still enjoys the hospitality of the Russian Legation, and no. progress is being’ ma: 
towards a settlemey his affairs, ‘The same remarks apply to the case of the 

ahs uncle, Kamran Mitza (Naib-cs-Sultaneh), who similarly enjoys Russian 
protection, and is being prosecuted by the Persian Government on a charge of havin 
tnisappropriated Crown jewels—a charge which has every appearance of being well 
founded. | These are two of the most flagrant cases of the grant of Russian protection to 
Porsiin subjects—a crying abuse which itis to be hoped will cease now that M. Poklewa 
has succeeded M, Hurtwig, 

4. ‘The Press.—The newspapers continue to publish daily articles directed. agai 
Russia and to protest. against: the continued presonee of Tucsian froape ant Besian 
territory. Ono of these journals lately reproduced a photograph showing the notorious 
tobel Rahim Khan hand-in-hand with the Russian viee-consul at Ardebil. 'Uhis was of 
course intended to prove to the public that Rahim Khan's activity at Ardebil was 
countenaniced, if not actually encourayed, by the Russian Government, an opinion which 
is generally held here 

5, Captain Petzl, atta 
it very short illness, from small-pox, 
nee ene Een Nadbolsky, Chief of the Stall of the cavalry division of the 
ancasus, arrived at Tehran onthe 23rd instant to take command of the Persia 
Cossiok Brigado in succession to Colonel Liakholt Se a 

6, ‘The National Assembly.—As reported in a separate des, patch (No. 211 
Moris was oily pened by the Shah onthe 18th Neveaies The corps diploms Wd 
nttonded the ceremony in uniform, The speech from the throne was read by Si 
i-Auzam, the Minister of War, : at ees 

























































ié to the German Legation, died on the 25th instant, after 
























ir freedom 
Professor E. Browne, and Mr. H. B. 


port ‘Taki Zadeh, spoke in the highest terms. 
also read from all parts of the country and 
messages from the French, Belgian, and Atist 















principal mujteleds, 





pahdar and Sardar Assad 


guations of the two chiefs, 
ision, 


an time been reconstructed, 
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the following Ministers were presented to the Honse by the Premier, Sipahdari- 
‘Aazam :— 





Sardar Assad ister of the Interio 
‘Aln-es-Sultaneh ister of Foreign Affairs. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh ister of Justice. 
Vosouk-ed-Dowleh ‘ster of Finance, 
Sani-ed-Dowleh ister of Education, 

Sardar Mansour Minister of Posts and Telegraphs. 


‘The War Office remains under Sipahdar-i-Aazam. 


Vosouk-ed-Dowleh then read the programme of the Cabinet, of which the following 
are the principal features. 

Ie afore it eseny, lice ad od ear 
An immediate advance of 500,000/, and the consolidation of the present 
floating d 

8, Financial reform and appointment of inspectors and a central ‘Treasury, 

4. Engagement of foreign advisers. and reorganisation of all Government 
departments, 





G. P. CHURCHILL, 





Tabreex, 





1. No incident of importance has occurred at Tabreez itself during the past four 
weeks, but the governor-general has found himself somewhat hampered by Sattar 
Khan, who returned to Tabreez early in November from Ardebil, His mismatiagement 
of the n ‘ions with the Shahsavans and his subsequent flight from Ardebil have 
entirely discredited him, ‘The governor-genoral does not at, present feel strong enough 
tatconopel Sattar Kida to goitol Tebraay bvtan popntan ie eisai ven pun arca nena oul 
Tehran he proposes to do this, ‘The Russia 
that the governor-zeneral intended to employ foree against Sattar Khan. at once, for on 
the 10th November he asked Mr. Smart what his attitude would be if the Russian 
troops, whose instructions were to stop fighting in the strests, intervened on the side 
Lit iales erabe Generale gad htisenn( baal ero qretavatel etal pall ektee Schaar 
deprecated stich interference as likely to cause complications such as the taking of 
retuge at the T consulate-general, M. Miller asked for it tions and was. 
told that the troops must act according to the ders. He also received a telegram 
from M. Isvolsky telling him to let it be known that fighting would not be allowed and 
informing hin. that mor troops could be sent if required, 

ne officer and forty-two Russian Cossacks were on the 2nd November sent to 
Sarab as the Russian cousular agent at that place reported that it was threatened by 
irty of the detachment were to return if the officer considered twelve 


rebels. Thi r 
suflicient to prote few Russians at Sarab, 














consul-general appears to have thought 




































Ardebil. 
1, At the begi 4 November Sattar Khan, who had been surrounded in. 
Ardebil by Rahim Khan with Karadaghis 





id Shahswvans, eseaped with a few men to 
Sarab. ‘The Russian vioe-cousil at Ardobil telegraphed to’tho ftumsinn consulegeneral 
at Tabreez that the town was on the point of filling, that, the Government forces had 
fo tote anaaunition and hod bopued ti to tring tn‘ Rupsian tapope, tae he asuld ob 
be responsible for the safety of Russian subjects, and that he feared av attack on the 
viee-consulate by the terrified mob, On ‘the Sth November His Majesty's acting 
Sousulsgetceal at Tabreee reported’ that Arb had beet taken andi plundered the 
local authorities and some others had taken refuge in the Russian viee-consulate, and 
the rebels were demanding their surrender, "The Russian viee-consul asked for 
nmediate help. ‘The Russian Government had meanwhile determined to reintorce 
wird_at Ardebil, and were discussing the question of sending a 

His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran urged his Russian colleague. to 
the dispatch of a large foree, but, M. Poklewsky referred to Tot hin 
Governnient decide the question without his advice. By the Lith November a Russian 
att s on its way to Anlebil from Astara with orders to keep the road open and 
inst caravans camying loot and against depdts of loot, A regi 

24 
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was also at Astara ready to move if required. On the 16th November Russian officials 
at Tabreez stated that at least two battalions and 200 Cossacks had arrived at Ardebi 
On the 17th November the Russian vice-consul reported that after two days negotia- 
tions, Rahim Khan and his men had evacuated Ardebil, a religious service of thanks- 
giving for deliverance had been held at which Armenian priests and Moslem mullabs 
officiated, and later the Russian troops had been reviewed. By the 24th November 
the Russian force at Ardebil had reached a strength of 8,200, the regiment from Astara 
having been moved to Ardebil. On the 27th November Mr. Smart reported, that 
Rahim Khan had gone to Karadagh, and the Shahsevans to Moghan, their winter 
quarters, M. Miller now suggested the placing of Russian garrisons at Alar, Meshepar, 
and Moghan, and of detachments on the Astara-Ardebil and Ardebil-Tabreez roads 
M, Poklewsky advised his Government against this as looking too much like a general 
occupation, and suggested that the troops might punish the Shabsevans, but leave 
Rahim Khan to be dealt with by the Persian Government. On the 30th November 
M. Poklewsky announced that it had been decided to withdraw the greater part of the 
troops from ‘Ardebil, Reshid-ul-Mulk had meanwhile reached Ardebil and assumed 
the governorship, and some Government, troops had also.arrived there. The fact that 
the Russian vice-consul at Ardebil entered into negotiations with Rabim Khan v 
in open revolt against the Persian Government has caused much adverse comment in 
the Tehran press, whieh also states that the rebels have been allowed to convey several 
camel loads of looted property. into. Ru tory. Much feeling has also been 
‘aroused by the publication by the Ru ‘dusul of a proclamation which, 
ng to Persians, amounts to a declaration that he has taken over the administra: 

rs that’ Rahim Khan called on the Russian viee-consul, 

i, and suggested that Russia should occupy all districts 


























































Zinjan. 





A foree of Government troops under Yefraim and Sardar Bahadur arrived from 
‘Tehran on the 16th November on their way to Ardebil, but finding Mullah Kurban Ali 
and others still in revolt against the Government they attacked them, Some fighting 

ved, but. the rebels were soon scattered, and by the end of November all the 
leaders had been captured and order restored, On the Ist December the force was. 
still at Zinjan, 













Kazvin, 





‘Though early in November M. Isvolsky stated that events at Ardebil would not 
affect the withdrawal of Russian troops from Kazvin, no troops had, on the Ist December, 
loft, Persia. On the 25th November M. Isvolsky stated that 300 were about to be 
withdrawn, 











Rest. 


‘The town and district have remained quiet. 
trvops, lett on the {nd November for Ardebil, 





id-us-Sultan, with 250 Government 


Meshed, 





A. It is reported that supplies for the winter have been laid in for the Russian 
garrison, as at present constituted. ‘There is also a rumour that barracks are to be 
nilt outside the city. 

2. The Russia authorities are encouraging Afghan pilgrims, and haye issued 
uotiows pointing out that the journey vid their railway cats much Tess than that vid 
nid, 

3. The collection of the revenue has been begun, and at the end of October 
16,0002, wore remitted to Tehran 

4: Major Sykes returned tc 
on the Sth November, 











eshed on the 28th October, and left again on tour 


‘Turbat-i-Haideri. 


1, Lieutenants Makarof aid Ivantchenko lett on the 18th October for Karez. 
They were travelling to Sarakhs vid Pul-i-khatun, They rode hired donkeys, and 
M, Ivantchenko was in Arab dress. 
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2, The following moves of Russian Cossacks are reported :-— 


On the 17th October four arrived from Bixjand on their way to Russia; on the 
20th six from Birjand on their way to Russia; on the 19th two from Meshed for 
Karez; on the 28rd ten from Mesbed for Seistan; on the Sist six from Karez for 
Kerman ; on the Ist November twenty-five from Seistan for Russi 


3, His Majesty's consul was on tour from the 17th October until the Sist, during 
which time he visited Karez and Turbat-i-Sheikh Jam. 


Seistan, 


1, His Majesty's consul arrived at Seistan on the 12th November, * 
2, During September 3,131 cases were treated, and sixty-seven operations performed 
in the consular hospital. 


Ispakan, 


1. Samsam-es-Sultanch retains the governorship, and the town remains fairly 
quiet. The Tebran road continues undisturbed, and the Yezd rond has practically been 
so, though one caravan was plundered, Persian reports desoribe the Sultanabad road as 
quite unsafe. ‘The Shiraz road near Yezdikbast has remained in the hands of some 
300 Kubgelui tribesinen, who have plundered soveral caravans and posts, ‘The Persian 
Cossacks on their way to Shiraz managed to got through during the temporary absence 
of the tribesmen, Insurance companies refuse to insure caravans using the Shiraz, road, 
and the rate of transport is double that oflast year, The Governor-General of Ispaban 
refuses to guarantee the safety of a specie caravan in his district. ‘There was a 
temporary improvement, but about the 20th November a serious robbery was committed 
by Kubgeluisat Orehini, within 10 miles of Ispahan, on the Shiraz road, when the 
post was entirely looted, and a caravan of 300 animals carried off, ‘The robbers are 
reported to be holding a position commanding the road and barring trafic 

















Yead. 


The new governor has maintained order, punished many offenders, and dispatched: 
a force to deal with the Tafti roughs, Many of the latter are now in hiding, ‘On the 
whole, Yezd is a more peaceful spot than ib has been for a long time. ‘The roads are 
much safer, but one post was robbed near No-Gumbaz early in the month, 





Sultanabad. 





The outlook in Iraq is, according to Mr, Vice-Consul Strauss, very unsati 
factory. ‘The conduct of the new Governor, Muntassir-ed-Dowleh, and local feuds seem 
likely to aggravate the disorder and distress already prevalentin the district, A leading 

“st took refuge in the viee-consulate, averring that the governor sought to kill him, 
Ent was eventually pervunded to leave,” Many of the wealthier iuhubitanta of the town 
have left, or are leaving for Kerbela and other places. 





Kermanshah. 


in on the 





1, Umeul-Khakau, mother of the ex-Shab, died at Kasr-i-Shi 
1st November on her way to Kerbela. ‘ 

2, About the sth November a fight took place between Daoud Khan, supported 
by most of the tribes in the Kermanshah district, and the Sinjabis, allied with the 
Jafis of Kurdistan and the Ahmedwand Chelabis (Turkish refugees), ‘The governor 
received orders to support Daoud Khan, but as a party in Kermanshah was opposed to 
further Sighting as likely to lead to. religious war, the Jafls being Sunni, be delayed 
some days before sending troops. When the troops were sont the Sinjabis retired, ag 
they did not wish to fight Government troops. Daoud Khan thereupon plundered 
several villages, The roads are unsafe and the country around Hamadan is reported 

rurbed and traffic practically stopped. 
3, Some alarm was caused in November by a number of Russian subjects 
purchasing large quantities of fodder for horses. 
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Kerman. 


1, The town and district have remained quiet thanks to the strong measures taken 
by the governor. 

2, A telegram dated the 29th November from Kerman stated that the Sarhad 
Baluchis were gathering apparently with the intention of raiding the Narmashir 
district. His Majesty's Minister having urged the Persian Government to take steps 
to prevent this, troops are being dispatched from Seistan and Kerman to Bampur, 
whence it is hoped they will be able to control the Baluchis. 


Shiraz. 


On the 24th November a large caravan, which was accompanied by M, Passek, 
consul-general, and M. Kadlubowsky, secretary, of the Russian consulate-general at 
Bushire, was ‘attacked by tribesmen, said to be Boi-Abamedis, a section of the 
Kuhgeluis. Of the escort of two Russian Cossacks, one was killed and the other 
wounded. ‘Two Persian Cossucks were wounded and ten or twelve other Persians 
with the caravan were killed, ‘The attack took place at the Karagatch bridge between 
Khan-i-Zinian and Dasht- ‘The Russian officials returned to the former place 
to which His Majesty's consul at h_Dr, Woollat, tho telegraph doctor, at 
once rode out with an escort, ‘This portion of the Bushire road has been disturbed 
throughout November, the trouble being attributed to the Kashgais, though whether 
with the approval of Soulet-ed-Dowleh or nov is not known. ‘The telegraph line has 
been persistently interfered with by Kashgais, who also detained and beat a signaller 
whom they met on the road, 'Thé Boi-Ahmedis have also been active on the Fars 
Ispahan border, plundering caravauis and in one instance killing five men. ‘Their 
ry is under the Governor of Behbehan. ‘The latte ct has been Intely 
soparated from Fars and entrusted to the Bakhtinris, Nothing short of a stron 
oxpedition is likely to bring the Boi-Ahmadis into order, Between Dehbid and Shiraz 
and in, the latter town itsell the governor-general’s. prestige has so fur sufficed to keep 
order, but fhiling support in troops or in, money wherewith to raise troops it is unlikely 
be able to maintain order. He isin any ease powerless to punish tribesin 
who commit outrmgen such ns that on the Tussian officals. His Majesty's Minister 
has strongly urged the Central Gov. support to the gover 
pete ‘Phe Titter has rn tricting the sale of opium, 
fi r Tut Mr. Bill was 
wed to regard the situation in a serious light us the governor-general had no mea 
of enforcing his authority and if he resigned there was no one to replace him, 
Seyyid Abdal Huss since the middle of November and is 
ssid to have been rec 


Prnstay 
Bushire, 


1, ‘Twelve members, instead of six, having been elected irregularly to the local 
aswombly, the Minister of the Intorior has ordered « fresh election of six members 
‘The assembly, having failed to elect a member to the Natiowal Assembly, has heen 
Hepat hy the Minister of the Interior to elect one of fiventy men residing at 
‘Tehran, whose names have been telegraphed to 5 

2, ‘The lovernor-Generil of Fars having at the end of October declared that he 
would not be responsible for the safety of the Kiruzabad route, earavans began to use 
the Kazerun road, Had the latter been placed in charge of the Kashgais, all mi 
have been well, but as it was entrusted to their enemies the Kawamis, the Kash 
&t once began to. molest caravans. In addition to this, the khans of Daliki- and 
Boragjun ate exacting blackmail under the name of “road tax” at au exorbitant rate, 
and also compel muleteers to buy forage at double the proper price, 3 

3, The customs coal contractor having failed in his contract, the customs launches 
ture now non-eiftetive and preventive operations are at a standstill, 


; i Smugglers are 
taking full advantage of the opportunity thus afforded them, 


179 
Lingah. 


1, The report that Baste ad been taken proved. comet, butte seimie, on the 
29th September, was in no way connected with Seyyid Abdul Hussein, Lari. Tt appears 
that the Deputy Governor of Bastek, Soulat-l-Mull, being very unpopular the people 
invited his enemy, Ghulam Hussein Khan, Veravi, to come and tum him out. This the 
latter did without resistance, and he made the people pay somewhat heavily for his 
assistance. Latest reports are to the effect that he has left the town, leaving a deputy 
to govern it, The news of events at Bastek caused considerable alarm at Lingab, and 
many British subjects actually embarked for Bombay, His Majesty's consul at Bunder 
Abbas went to Lingah to report on the situation, and found that the alarm was 
exaggerated. Lingah has now assumed its normal condition, ‘ 

2. The Italian cruiser “Elba” visited Lingah on the 18th October, having left 
Bunder Abbas on the 16th, 


‘Mohammerah. 


ne 
scheme it is Razuki, who hus sufic 
2, On the oecasion of the Id 
unifor 
n visiting « British 
war-ship. ‘The sheikh expressed his satisfuctiow® and gratitude at the annoweement, 
He had heard at Koweit that the political resident at Bushire was proceeding, from 
London to Tehran, and expressed great satisfaction at this news, 
3, Messrs, Lloyd, Scott, and Co, propose to import oil to compete with German and 
‘American importations. 
4. M. Brasseur, a French merchant dealing in English, French, and Russian goods 
not, German—proposes to open a branch in Mohammerah in addition to his Bushiro 
branch, and possibly, later on, in replacement of it, 
he Lmperial Bank of Persia propose to open « branch here in December with 
Mr; Dewar-Dune ax manager. ‘The, dession is wiss, 08 Mobammerah is supily 
increasing in importance, aid the existence of a branch of the bank hero will still 
further facilitate its progress 
€. B, SLOKES, Major, 
Military ‘Attaché, 





(46063) No. 269. 
Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 969, Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 11, 1909. 
ALTHOUGH I called twice at the Russian Embassy since the receipt of your 
telegram No, 704 of the 6th December respecting the repor funy action taken by 
the Turkish troops on the Persia frontier in the Unmi districts “and also in. the 
hbourhood of Solduz, it, wax only to-day that I found M. Tcharikow at home, 1 
informed his Excellency of the substance of the messages I had received from you 
and added that, having had occasion to call on the Grand Vizier on the 7th instant, I 
had received assurances from his Highness that no forward movements of troops had 


(1684) BA 
















taken place in the former regions, while as to the alleged encounter at Pasveh, the 
Turkish force at that post had merely taken precautionary measures against a force of 
Persian Kurds and regulars which appeared to be threatening them, The Grand 
Virier had even denied that there were any Turkish troops to the east of the contested 
zone, but when T observed that Pasveh which was held by them was beyond question 
in Persian territory, his Highness had made no reply. ‘ 

M, Teharikow said he had had a similar explanation from the Grand Vizier whom 
he had asked for information, but like myself’ without making any representations. 
The information and instructions he had rectived from St, Petersburgh were practically 
the same as those with which you had furnish me, but in view of the fact that the 
Persiun Minsiter for Foreign Affairs had stated that for the present the Persian Govern- 
menit did not wish for the assistance of the two Powers, he, M. Tcharikow had replied 
by telegraph to St. Petersburgh that for the present joint representations’ to the Porte 
seemed to be uncalled for and had recommended that no step should be made here 
except at the invitation of eithe ey. 

In his opinion it was not desirable that Russia and Great Britain should appear to 
be imposing their intervention on those Powers, and it would be better to try to 
onoourage them to nogotinte a definite frontior, and if the negotiations came. to. a 
deadlock it would then be time enough for us to proffer our good offices. His view of 
the present action of the Turks was that they intended to ocoupy not only the 
contested zone but also a good many points on the Persian side of it, and then to offer 
to evacuate the latter on condition of being allowed to keep the former, said that 
this was likely enough but I much doubted whether they would ever restore Pasveh 
which T understood possessed considerable strategic importance as commanding the best 
pass through the mountains in those regions, to which the Ambassador replied that 
inattered very little in whose hands it was 8 the Turks could always oceupy it whene 
they pleased, 

struck mo as rather curious that M ‘Tsharikow should display so much 
indifference to the possession of Pasveh, to the retention of which by Persia the Russian 
Government was quite recently attaching great importance. 

Thave, &e, 
CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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Sir a, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
(No. 660,) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 14, 1909. 
SIR G, BARCLAY was good enough to send me a copy of his despatch No, 213 
of the 30th ultimo relative to an advance to the Persian Government. I called on 
M, Isvolsky this afternoon, and said that I gathered from Sir G, Barclay that it was of 
high importance to furnish the Persian Government with sufficient means to enable 
them to take measures for the purposo of ro-establishing order, and generally to set the 
administrative machine going. It was clear that the Persian Government could not 
continue for long to lead a hand-to-mouth existence, with every probability of a 
reorudescence of disorders and disturbances, and a situation of anarchy might arise 
which’ would compel intervention, possibly on a considerable scale. ‘This was an 
eventuality which both the British and Russian Governments would doubtless do all in 
their power to avoid, and it seemed to me therefore essential that all possible means 
should be adoptetl to prevont such @ contingency. An advance of some kind, therefore, 
would appearimperative, even if securities and guarantees were not of a very substantial 
character. Such an adyance would he in reality true economy. M, Isvolsky replied 
that the Russian Government were not at this moment disposed to be particularly 
ainiable to the present régime, ‘The Persian Government seemed, of set purpose, to be 
pursuing a policy of “pin-pricks” towards the Russian Goverment. The attitude of 
tho Persian chara ¢Vaffaies hero was almost insupportable and he was continually 
coming to the Ministry with a series of petty complaints of an unjustifiable nature. 
‘Tho Russians had undoubtedly by the dispatch of their troops to 4 
town from the Shahsevans and had restored it to the Persian Government, For this 
vice tho latter had not expressed a word of thanks, but had formulated annoying and 
groundless complaints against tho Russian consul at that place. Again they were 
complaining because the Russian Government had declined to accord the exequatur 
to a perfoctly impossible man whom they had selected as Persian consul-general at 



























rdebil saved that 
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Odessa, He could cite me other instances of the irritating policy which the Per 
Government were pursuing, and of the indifference which they evinctd towards 
securing the good-will of Russia, He himself did not see in what respect the new 
régime was any improvement over the old, I observed to M. Isvolsky that, in my 
‘opinion, it was extremely foolish of the Persian Government not to adopt a conciliatory 
attitude towards Russia, but that Ihad not suggested any favours to Persia, Thad in 
my mind the interests of our two countries, which were directly involved if anarchy 
were to ensue in Persia. It was in the interests of us both that some order should be 
evolved in Persia, and it was painfully evident that the Government of that country, 
in their present penniless condition, wero quite unable to take any practical measures 
to that end. M. Isyolsky replied that he feared that he would have the greatest 
difiiculty in persuading M. Kokovtsoff to risk placing any more Russian money in 
Persia. M. Kokovtsoff liad no parti pris against this or that Persian Government; ho 
vas solely concerned with the care of not pledging the Russian ‘Treasury to advances 
ight _be lost for ever. Russian finances were undoubtedly improving, but 
M. Kokovisoff was exceedingly parsimonious, and kept a very tight hand. over the 
purse-strings. He understood that the Persian Government wished for an advance of 
about 500,001, of which the Russian share would be 250,000, M. Kokovisolf would 
have difficulty, after the large sums already lent to Persia, to persuade the Duma that 
such an advance was justified, suggested to M, Isvolsky that he should lay before 
M. Kokovtsoff the considerations which I had submitted, and explain that if matters 
rev 80 bad as to inevitably lead up to intervention, the latter would be infinitely more 
costly to the Russian ‘Treasury than the present advance. 

We then discussed other matters, but towards the end of my interview M. Isvolsky 
said he would like to return to the Persian question, and he asked me from what funds 
and in what manner would my Government make the advance. I told him that Eeould 
not reply off-hand, and Twas unable to tell him séanco tenante whether the Govern- 
ment would find the money or the Imperial Bank of Persia, He said that he did not 
wish to put it forward as a formal proposition, but, in view of the objections of, 
M, Kokovtsoff to untie his purse-strings, could T suggest some means by which a joint® 
advance could be made without necossarily burdening the Russian Treasury at this 
moment? Isaid I did not quite understand. He replied that he had a dim recollection 
of our having on a previous occasion suggested some" transaction” which would have 
facilitated an advance from the Russian Government, ahd perhaps some proposal could 
now be made which would place him in a better position for overcoming the scruples 
and opposition of M. Kokovtsoff. I confess I was puzzled with the vague hints of 
M, Isvolsky, and I did not know whether he had in mind some arrangement, which 
would permit of Great Britain making the whole advance, on the understanding that 
Russia would later reimburse her share, I will look up the previous papers before the 
messenger leaves and see if I can ascertain if somo such arrangoment, had  beon 
previously mooted. I have also a recollection of something of that nature having, 
been put forward, but my memory may be at fault. I did not like to put the question 
point blank to M. Isyolsky, as I might have misunderstood him, and, in that case, I 
thought that Imight offend him. Isaid that I would communicate with you and lot 
him have a reply later. 

































































Thave, &e. 
A. NICOLSON. 





(45952) 





. 271. 
Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay, 





1B 501.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 20, 1909. 

ACQUISITION of Persian Government's rights tinder articles 4 and 10 of oil 
concession. 

Unless we ean haye the opportunity of satisfying ourselves as to the good faith of 
intending purchaser and his financial position by knowing his name, it would be 
impossible for us to undertake to support him. 

‘The rights of the Persian Government should not be allowed to fall into the hands 
of a foreigner, and this consideration is more important than the acquisition by that 
Government of 60,0001. which is only a minor point. We can, therefore, only consider 
Mr. Blake's request when we have the above information supplied to us, 

Referenes is to your telegram No, 814 of the 10th December. 
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(46305) No. 272. 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received December 21.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, December 20, 1909. 

I HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Mr. 
Mallet’s letter of the 1st instant, respecting the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of 
the cost of the suryey which it is proposed to undertake in relation to the question of 
effecting a connection between Bushire and some point on the Jahrum—Aliabad— 
Firuzabad section of the Bunder Abbas-Lar-Jahrum-Shiraz route. 

It is intended to entrust this duty to Lieutenant A. 1. Wilson, who will be retained 
for the purpose in Persia for four months after his relief from the post of acting consul 
at Mohammerah, and the total expenditure to he shared is estimated at 2,000 rupees for 
contingent expenses in addition to Lieutenant Wilson’s emoluments of 7531s. 12 a, 
a-month for the period of his retention. 

My Lords, having carefully considered this proposal, direct me to request you to 
inform Sir EB. Grey that they agree to the suggested division between Indian and 
Imperial funds of the expenditure involved within the limits named above. 

My Lords have also had before them Sir F. Campbell's letter of the 15th ultimo 
respecting the employment of Lieutenant Wilson on further survey work on the 
Karkhah River, and in the circumstances represented, they are willing to defray from 
voted moneys a moiety of the cost involved in the arrangement of retaining, for a period 
not exceeding five months at a charge of 20/. a-month, the services of four men of the 
guard which had been lent to the Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

Tam, & 
H. MURRAY. 


a s—wh 


(46384) No. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 21.) 
. 816.) 
Telegraphic.) P. 5 Tehran, December 21, 1909. 

OIL, Company. 

In reply to your telegram No. 501 of the 20th December, 1909, I have the honour 
to report that Mr. Maurice Blake is telegraphing to the financier in question to apply 
to the Foreign Office, He still refuses to reveal his name. 

——— eS 


[46383] 


Sir A, Nicolson to Edward Grey.—(Received December 21,) 


(No 


(Velegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 21, 1909, 

(R.) PERSIAN advance, I have received a letter from Minister for Poreign 
Affairs, of which following is substance. I will send copy by post to-night, 

He considers that an advance of 500,001. will not bring about a radical 
improvement in a situation which is chronic, and which requires more efficacious 
remedic Any modest advance made to Persian Government would only postpone 
their decision in regard to conclusion of the loan, which is inevitable, He.doubts if 
Russian Government would consent to make any advance to Persian Government 


unless the latter consented to ask assistance of Russians and of Englishmen for the 
realisation of a more or less considerable loan. 


According to data in his possession, he 
Persian finances would allow of the conclusi 
assistance of Russians and of Englishmen, on condition that a portion of loan should » 
at once affected to consolidation of or extinction of floating debts, which amount to 
yout 1,000,0001. ‘The support of Russia could only 1: granted on sure and real 
guarantees, and on condition that a commission of financial control be instituted. Tt 


would also be ary, to obtain from Persian Government a satisfactory settlement 


ans which are of interest to Russia and England, such as question of 
(Und of R.) 


is of opinion that present condition of 
ion of a loan of about 3,000,0001. with 





(46422) 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received December 22.) 


. ‘Treasury Chambers, December 21, 1909. 

1 HAVE laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury Mr. 
Langloy’s letter of the 10th instant. rekitive to the proposed temporary appointment of 
‘a consular representative of His Majesty at Birjand, and in reply Iam to state, for the 
information of Secretary Sir B. Grey, that if 
Majesty's consul for Seistan, the arrangement should becom 
he prepared to accept as a charge to Imperial funds on p 

of 285 rupees per mensem, subject to a possible subsequent reduction, 

am, &e. 
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UM. Ievolaky, explains that the foregoing: represents his personal views on the 
question, but he had already consulted with At. Kokovisof, who generally coneurs in 
his views. ‘The Council of Ministers will have the matter laid before them within a 
few days. 





(46358) No. 275. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 324.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 21, 1909. 

THE Russian Ambassador called at this Office on the 18th instant on his return 
from leave of absence, and was received by Sir Charles Hardin, 

Speaking of Persia, his Excellency said that the Russian Minister of Finance was 
of opinion that it would be necessary, in order to achieve any real result in that country, 
to lend at once a large sum to the Persian Government, and for His Majesty's and the 
Russian Governments to make a serious demand for the control of its expenditure, 
‘The Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs was under the impression that this view was 
shared by His Majesty's Government, 

Sir C. Hardinge told Count, Benckendorff that M. Isvolsky was entirely mistaken, 
and that there could be no question at present of a larger loan than the joint advance 
which had been agreed on, It had yet to be seen what sort of control could be imposed 
and whether it could be effectual, ind no money could be raised in this country for 
Persia till some order had been re-established in her finances and administration. 

Sir ©. Hardinge begged his Excellency to correct the false impression under which 
M, Isvolsky laboured, since His Majesty's Government could be no party to a loan 
larger than the advance already agreed on. 

Tam, &e, 
FB. GREY, 





(45415) No. 276. 
Foreign Office to Treasury 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 21, 1909, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 18th February Inst, relative to the retention 
for a further period of the Indian guard stationed in the neighbourhood of, Ahwaz. in 
connection with the operations of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, I am directed by 
Sccrotary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith copy of a letter.from the India 
Offico,® relative to further expenditure which it has been found necessary to incur in 
onder to replace the horses, siddlery, &c., lent by the 18th (Prince of Wales's Own) 
‘Tiwana Lancers for the use of the eight cavalrymen who accompanied the force. 

in viow of ta faot that tho Lords Contuniesionera of Elis Majesty's ‘reusiry 


assented to the prolongation of the sojourn of the guard at Ahwaz, Lam to express the 

hope that they may see their way to sanction the charge on Imperial rovonues of 

hf the eapense incurred in consequence, whieh, a® you will obverve, amounts to 
1. Ss, 1 


Tam, &c. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


(46476) No. 277, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 328.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 22, 1909, 
‘THE councillor of the Russian Embassy called at this Office on the 20th instant, 
and was received in my absence by Mr. Mallet, He came to say that M, Isvolsky was 
of opinion that, if the Porte did not approach the two Powers with a view to asking 
for their mediation in connection with the ‘Tarco-Persian frontier dispute, tho two 
Governments should call the attention of the Ottoman Government in a friendly way 


+ No. 
fetit3) 
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to the presence and action of Turkish troops in Persis, and ask them to verify the 
facts and recall their forces. ‘They should at the same time advise the Persian 
Government to keep quiet on the frontier. 

Mr. Mallet reminded M. de Etter that the Persian Government had expressed the 
desire that the two Powers should not intervene at present, but he replied that the 
Russian Government were aare of that, but thought that silence at this juncture 
would be misinterpreted by the Porte and considered as acquiescence in their action. 

Mr. Mallet said that lie would refer the matter to me, and that he thought that I 
should aequiesce in M, Isvolsky’s wishes and instruct His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople to make a joint representation to the Porte, provided that I received no 
‘communication from the ‘Turkish Ambassador in the course of the next few days. 

i Tam, &e, 





[45597] 8, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Barclay. 

(No. 502.) ‘ 4 

(Relographic.) P, Foreign Office, Deceniber 23, 1909. 
LEASE of land in Arabistan toa Russian subject for irrigation purposes, 
Confidential enquiries might, I think, be made of the sheikh with regard to 

Abbas Ago’s lease, and you may instruct His Majesty’s consul at Mohammerah to do 

#0. For the present it will not be necessary to mention the question to M. Poklewsky. 
Reference is to your telegram No, 811 of the 15th December. 





(46648) No, 279. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 

(No, 505.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 23, 1909. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 


Action on this subject appears to us absolutely necessary. It is not an exclusively 
Porsian question. 


Reference is to my telegram No, 711 of to-day to Constantinople. 





[46648] 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 
(No. 711.) 
(Dolegraphie,) P. Foreign Office, December 28, 1909. 

‘NURCO-PERSIAN frontier 

It appears from a conversation between the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Turkish Ambassador at St, Potersburgh that a settlement of this question by 
mediation might find favour with Turkey, and that Turkish Government suggest as 
first step a recommendation to Persian Government to avoid hostilities and bloodshed 
by remaining quiet, 

M, Isvolsky desires to make two conditions : (1) that on the re-establishment of 
normal relations the disputed territory should at once be evacuated by the Turks; and 
(2) that Persian territory should be evacuated immediately. 

You should Support any. representations made by Russian Ambassador at 
Constantinople. In the event of our being approached by the Turkish Government, I 
shall reply as intended by M. Isvolsky, but as yet we have heard nothing. 





[46383] No, 281. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


ieee) 
Velegraphic,) P. 
ADVANCE to Persian Government. 


__ An account of [a convorsation with Count Benckendorit with reference to this is 
boing forwarded to you by next mail, 


Foreign Office, December 23, 1909. 
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His Majesty's Government sincerely hope that the Russian Government may seo 
their way to contribute 200,000L towards a joint advance of 400,001. to be made 
immediately. ‘The despatch mentioned above will acquaint you with the reasons why 
we cannot contemplate a large advance|at present, r 

Sir G. Barclay fears that if this step, the importance of which he emphasises in a 
despatch just received, be not taken, the two Powers will soon be forced to intervene 
on a large scale, 

Reference is to your telegram No, 512 of the 21st December. 





[45931] No. 282. 
Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 23, 1900. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of yourletter 
of tho 17th instant relative to the survey of part of South-Western Persia, which your 
company propose to undertake with the assistance of an ofcer of the Indian Survey 

jepartment. 

Tam to inforin you, in reply, that on the morning of the same day (the 17th De- 
ember) the draft ofa telegram to the Government of India was communicated to this 
Departwnent by the India Office, enquiring whether Mr, G, P, Tate would undertake 
this work at a salary of $00 rupees a-month, bringing with him from India a small 
establishment, the cost of which would be defrayed, as would the travelling expenses of 
the party to and from the country to be surveyed, for whom, while there, tents. and 
carriage would be provided. ‘The telegram added that the question of scale might be 
settled on the spot between your company's representative and Mr, Tate. 

The concurrence of this Department in the terms of this message was at the same 
time requested, as it was understood that your company attached importance to the 
completion of the work before the end of the present cold season, 

This concurrenco was at once given, and it is understood that the telegram was 
dispatched forthwith, : 

Tam, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 





[46604] No, 288, 
India Office (o Foreign Office —(Received December 24.) 


Sir, India Office, December 28, 1909, 

TAM directed by the Seoretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt, of 
your letter of the 17th instant, on the subject of railway construction in Persin by 
Great Britain and Russia. It is proposed that, as a condition of the loan for which the 
Persian Government have asked, the grant of preferential concessions should: be made 
for the following lines :— 


1. From Julfa, vid Tehran to Mobammerab, the southern section only being 
constructed by British capital, 
2, From Tehran vii Kerman to connect with the Indian railway system, 
3. From Bunder Abbas to Kerman, 
4, From Bunder Abbas vid Shiraz to Ahwaz, with the option of a port at 
Khor Musa, 
From Bushire vid Aliabad to a point on the Bunder Abbas-Ahwaz line, 


It is understood that there is no intention on the part of His Majesty's Government 
that any of these lines should be constructed immediately—indeed, most of them have 
not even been surveyed, butit is feared that, if the concessions are not at least applied 
for befire the oxpity of the Rusto-Persan railway agreement towards the end of next 
year, they may fall into the hands of a third Power; and it is therefore proposed to 
approach the Russian Government with a view to making a joint demand at onge upon 
the Persian Goverument 

Taking first the two lines in which alone Russia is interested, the proposal 
appears to involve certain serious risks. As regards the Julfi-Mohammerah line, 
Sir Edward Grey recognises that simultaneous commencement at both ends, as well ag 





186 


4 satisfactory agreement with the Russian Government regarding tariffs, is an essential 
condition of the construction of the line, but he desires to postpone negotiations on 
these points until the concession has been granted. Apart, however, from the 
dlnudvantage to which ve shall be exposed in setting the question of rates, if the 
negotiations on that point are conducted on a basis which commits us in advance to the 
eventual construction of the line, the proposal has the grave inconveniened of putting 
it in the power of the Russian Government (whose financial resources are a matter of 
conjecture only) to dictate the moment at which British capital shall be fortheoming— 
to in unknown amount—for the construction of the southern section. No indication is 
furnished in your letter of the sourees from which such capital is expected to be found, 
but it must be recognised that, even if the Secretary of State in Council should decide 
that Indian funds eould properly be applied to projects of this kind (a point on which 
Sir Edward Groy: i well acquainted with Lord: Morley’s views), it muy. well happen 
that at the monient when the demand is made it will be impossible, owing to financial 
stringency, for Indian revenues to make any contribution to the ovat 

ft miay no doubt be urged that unless these risks are run the concession may be 
given to a third Power. There is, however, no guarantee that: this will not happen 
even if the policy advocated by Sir G. Barclay be adopted. ‘The construction of the 
line is not contemplated in the near future, but presumably there will be nothing to 
prevent the Persian Government, either proprio motu or at the instigation of others, 
from calling upon the concessionaires at any moment to carry out their concessions, and 
in the event of their being unable or unwilling to do so, from handing over the 
concessions to a third Power, 

If these objections are os grave as they appear to be in the case of a purely 
commercial ling, they ure. infinitely raver wtere most important. politcal end 


ereats are involved, ué in the case of the proposed connection of the 

Russian and Indian railway systems. Tt is true that there is no question at present of 

immediate construction, for which the Russian Goveroment are believed to have no 

funds, and that the application for a concession is advocated for purely diplomatic 

reasons, As to the coyency of these reasons Sir Edward Grey is, of course, the best 

judy." But co regard the meagure as ong for the talisation of which“ the moment is 
rem 


still remote,” and at the same time to make a concession to * the anxiety of M, Isvolsky 
that the question should not be treated as outside the range of practical politics” seems 
to involve an irreconcilable contradiction, and to attempt to base a practical policy 
upon it seems likely to react unfavourably on the relations between the two countries 
in the loog run 

No mention is made in Sir A, Nicolson’s despatch of the route which the proposed 
through line is to take, In your letter under reply the route proposed 1s Julfa— 
Tebran-Kerman, It isassumed, therefore, that Sir Edward Grey has reason to believe 
that that route will be acceptable to M, Isvolsky, and that the Meshed 
will not be put forward. In any case, the objections, political and strategical, felt by 
Lord Morley to the latter line have already been stated and remain undiminished, 

‘ligninent now suggested has not so far as this Olfice is aware, hitherto been 
discussed, and in the absence of data it is difficult to oriticiso it. From the point of 
view of local political relations it is so far less objectionable than the other that it 
avoids the eastern frontier of Afghanistan, But strategically the objections to it 
appear to be equally insuperable, whether, after leaving Kerman, it proceeds. via 

lushki to Quetta, or, descending to the Gulf at Charbar, runs along the coast to 
Kurrachee, 

‘When, therefore, the time comes—as it may at a moment not of our own’choosing, 
and probably not convenient to ourselves—when the Russian Government wish to trans- 
Tate into action a proposal accepted in principle by His Majesty's Government as within 
the range of practical politics, the fundamental contradiction between the views of the two 
Governments—however skilfully it may have been glossed over in the meantime— 
must emerge, with the result either that His Majesty's Government will be obliged to 
agree to the construction of a line to which they object, or that doubts will be cast 
upon their good faith, 

‘Turning now to the other three lines, in which Russia has no direst interest, it 
may be observed that the present position of the two Powers in Persia is the result of 
avery delicaty adjustment of their commercial and political interests and spheres of 
influence, ‘The ed n of British railways in the south, which may be forced on 

if concessions are obtained now, cannot fail tw affect the balance, 
lead the Russian Government to seek ' readjustment by corresponding 
movements in the north. What those lines will be is unknown, but it is more than 
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probable that a railway to Meshed, with possibly an extension to the southern limit of 
the Russian sphere, will be one of them, To this line, as Sir Edward was 
reminded in my letter of the 17th instant, the Government of India entertain the 
strongest objections—objections in which Lord Morley has concurred. 

And with regard generally to the construction of railways in southern Persia, 
considered from the purely commercial point of view, it is open to doubt whether the 
ihranlare Greuiee Doe Cece welts gas ia et supposed, “There 
seems no probsbility that the Russian policy of differential rates will ever be 0 far 
modified in our favour as to enable our trade to compete succesfully with Russian trade 
in areas fed by their railways, While as regards the south, the existence of British 
railways with cheap rates will be a strong inducement to Russia and Germany: to send 
their goods in inereasing quantities by subsidised steamers to the Gulf ports, Tn any 
case, Indian trade, in competition with British and foreign, stande to gain little. 

‘The conclusion to be drawn from the foregoing considerations is that if the main 
object at present is not the construction of railways in Persia, but the ear-marking of 
concessions for the purpose of keeping other Powers out, this can be more certainly 
effected by an extension of the existing “sterilising” agreement for a further term of 
years. Sir G. Barclay foresees great difficulty in inducing the Persian Assembly to 
grant the concessions, and it seems probable that they, at all events, would he less 
unwilling to acquiesce in an extension of the agreement, to which this country should 
also be a party. It is a question, therefore, whether our efforts should not, now 
be concentrated upon an endeavour to bring the Russian Government to this point of 
view, and the small loan for which the Persian Government have already asked not be 
overweighted with such conditions as aro proposed in your letter under reply, 

A further advantage of this course would be that in the meantime the situation 
would have greatly developed. For example, the fate of the Bagdad Railway, and the 
part destined to be played by other Powar inithe Middlo‘Basty would be Kowa. Is 
it certain that arrangements satisfactory to Russia in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway cannot be devised, which will remove the necessity she now feels for railway 
expansion in Persia ? 

Again, Sir A. Nicolson (in his despatch No. 628 of the 28th November) expresses 
the opinion that M. Isvolsky would not seruple to admit Germany to the neutral zone 
in Persia as compensation for any assurances she may be willing to give him as to the 
Bagdad Railway. 'This view is inconsistent with the desire to exclude third Powers 
which underlies the present proposals, and seems to point even more decidedly to a policy 
of further “sterilisation” as that which His Majesty's Government should endeavour to 
carry through. 

In conclusion, Lord Morley agrees to the proposal to wppointi a committee to 
cousider the: question in constltation’ with Major (Chay end. the scoroberiea’ in the 
Military and Political departments of this Office will represent the Secretary of State, 
Such large and important interests as are involved in tho poligy outlined in your letter 
call for the most anxious and deliberate consideration, 

T have, &e. 
Re RITCHIE, 





(46614) No. 284. 
Mr. F. ©. Strick (0 Foreign Office —(Received December 24.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall Street, London, 

7 December 23, 190, 
REFERRING to my previous letter, I now beg to enclose copies of further 

cablegrams exchanged between my firm and its Bussorah house, and its Bushire and 

Tehran agents oh the subject of Hormus oxide. 

T may also mention that Mr. Martin Ellinger, of Manchester, called at my London 
office yesterday, and enquired the rate of freight: for 6,000 tons of oxide, for shipment 
in January from Hormuz, He was informed that my firm had no available tonnage, 
and he is now looking out for a vessel on the open market. 

Thave, &e. 
FRANK ©, STRICK. 


Sir, 


30 
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Inclosure in No. 284. 


Copies of Telegrams exchanged belween Messrs, Frank C. Strick and Co, (Limited), London, 
‘and Messrs. Frank C. Strick and Co, (Limited), Bussorah, Messrs, A. and T. J, Malcolm, 
Bushire, and Mr. David Brown, of Tehran. 


Received from Messrs. F, C, Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 14 : 
“Probably week; Reis advising us immediately receives reply.” 

Sent to Messrs. F, ©. Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 21 -— 

“ Have you any news of Reis? We are very anxious.” 

Received from Messrs. F. ©, Strick and Co., Bussorah, December 22 (23) — 
“Reis: waiting reply.” 

Received from Messrs. A. and. J. Malcolm, Bushire, December 22:— 


“Moin-ut-Tujjar offering 2,000 tons Hormnz oxide, December shipment, Bombay, 
freight 5s. per ton of 2,2401b. Please send instructions forthwith. 


Sent to Messrs. A. and 'T. J, Malcolm, Bushire, December 22 


‘ Are we to understand you have authority from Moin-ut“Tujjar engage freight for 
2,000 tons, Bombay, 5s. 


Received from Messrs. A. and T, J. Malcolm, Bushire, December 2: 


“Wo havea telegram from Moin-ut-ujjar infonning us if you will accept 
5s, por ton of 2,240 Ib., 2,000 tons, December shipment.’ 


Sent to Mr. D. Brown, ‘Tehran, December 14 :-— 


ichover offer you haye made, presume includes all oxide mined waiting for 


Recoived from Mr, D. Brown, ‘Tehran, December 1 :— 

‘Submitted both offers for the consideration of Persian Government to include 
all oxide, &c,, mined, Persian Government, if they consider offer favourable, general 
terms will be subject to further discussion." 

Sent to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 2 


“Although your offers include all oxide mined, it is possible Moin-ut-Tujjar, in 
anticipation of losing concession, may have drawn on Ellinger and Co., Manchester, or 
A, Weir and Co. against stock Hormuz, in which case they might elaim stock. 


Sent to Mr. D, Brown, Tehran, December 2: 


“For your information, Moin-ut“Cujjar shipping shortly 2,000 tons for Bombay. 
What is the present position of negotiations 2” 


Sent to Mr. D. Brown, Tehran, December 23 :— 


“Bllinger and Co,, Manchester, want us carry 6,000 tons oxide, shipment in 
January ; replied no tonnage available. If this quantity shipped by other ship, also 
2,000 tons Bombay, our offer will have to be amended, becanse, besides loss of oxide, 
We shall have to meet competition, which would seriously affect prices here. Telegraph 
what do you propose to do [regarding]. 

‘From to-morrow to Tuesday send telegrams to ‘Ardia,’ London, employing 
Ardia’s [F, O, Strick and Co.'s) private and A,B,C, code.” 





189 


[46631] No, 235. 
Mr. F. C. Strick to Foreign Office —(Received December 24.) 


Baltic House, Leadenhall. Street, London, 
Sir, December 23, 1909. : 
SINCE writing my previous letter of to-day on the subject of Oxmus oxide, 
the following telegram has been received from Mr. D. Brown, my firm's agent at 
‘Tehran:— 


“Morteza Khan Sani-ed-Dowleh pressing matter with Parliament. He hopes to 
give favourable reply shortly.” 
Thave, &, 


BRANK ©, STRICK, 





(46653) No, 286. 


Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 
(No. $17.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 24, 1909. 

JOINT advance to Persian Government, 

Please refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 512 of the 21st December, received 
the 23rd December. 

igures quoted by M, Tsvolsky do not represent position to-day. 

The present customs’ revemie, if not relieved of such charges as the Cossack 
Brigade, cannot bear at the utmost more than 2,500,001, additional borrowing, and 
this only will be possible if the bank’s advances, which amount to at least 1,800,000. 
and not’to 1,000,0001,, are paid off with part of the proceeds, 

Tho large loan, such as M. Isvolsky contemplates, would presumably include a 
settlement of at least British and Russian, if not all foreign claims. ‘These latter 
must exceed 300,000L, so that the Persian Government would not have at their 
disposal more than the amount for which they now ask from any operation socured on 
the customs’ revenue while carrying its prosont charges, 

If the first three of the conditions suggested in my telegram No. 800 are accepted 
and observed loyally, this amount will, I consider, be suficient. to enable the Persian 
Government, if the two neighbouring Powers show a fair measure of sympathy, to 
re-establish its normal authority and to stand alone. 

With foreign experts to guide the financial administration, and with sufficient 
power in the hands of the Gevernment to enable it to collect taxes, expenditure ought 
ot in fatare, to excotd revente—apart from the customs which will then be fully. 
charged. 

Taking into consideration the above facts, the lengthy negotiations inseparable 
from a large loan, uncalled for at present even if His Majesty's Government, were 

ing to facilitate it, the urgent need that the Persian Government, should be supplied 
with the smaller sum for which it has applied if itis to enforce authority, 1 trust that 
terms may be speedily arranged with Russia and communicated to Persian Government, 
‘on which the two Powers will agree to make the joint advanee of 400,000, 

In the foregoing observations T have supposed the customs’ revenue to be the only 
ayailable security. It is the most convenient, of course. ‘The profits of the mint, 
which amount to 5,000 per mensem, must’ be mentioned among supplementary 
securities for borrowing. 


(46652) No. 287. 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 
(No. 818.) 
(Telegraphic) Bx clair Tehran, December 24, 1909. 
SIRCULAR Russian Minister tells me there are now about 1,100 Russian troops 
at Kazvin, and same number at Tabreez and at Ardebil. 
(Sent to India.) 
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(45942) No. 288. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, December 24, 1909. 

TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 17th instant relative to a proposed concession for the improvement of the 
communications between Bunder Abbas and Kerman. 

With regard to tho point raised in the last paragraph of the telegram from the 
Government of India, copy of which was enclosed in that communication, I am to state 
that in any further communication which His Majesty’s Goverament may make to the 
Russian Government on the subject of railway construction in Persia, they will certainly 
repeat the request alrégdy proffered in their memorandum of the 14th October, 1908, 
that the line from Askhabad to Meshed may not be built; and I am moreover to poi 
out that, as clearly appears from the Russian memorandum of the 15th August, 1908, 
there is but little fear, in view of the financial considerations involved, that this work 
will in any ease be carried ont at present. 

Jam to add that Sir B. Grey concurs in Viscount Morley’s proposal that a final 

ver to the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Company should be deferred peuding the 
receipt of a further communication from this department on the subject of ear-marking 
railway concessions in Persia 
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Tam, &c. 
W. LANGLEY. 





(46656) No. 289. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 25.) 
(No, 514.) 
(Pelographie.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 
TURKISH troops on the Tureo-Persian frontier. Your telegram N 
d Decomber to Constantinople. 
‘Pho communication which the Turkish Ambassador had made to M. Isvols 
read fo me by the latter to-day. ‘There was nothing in it, so far as I could perce 
which to base an assumption that the Porte would be willing to come to some settlement 
of the frontior difficulty by means of modiation, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affa 
suggested that, as ho had received a communication on the subject of the movements 
of Persian troops in tho neighbourhood of Soldouz, he might take it as affording an 
‘opportinit that the 
ropresontal ed to a suggestion that the Turkish 
troops at Soldouz, which without any possible doubt is in Persian territory, should: be 
withdrawn, and that the question of mediation should be left alone, f! 


1909. 
1 of the 





























for proposing modiation; but he now considered 
ons at Constantinople should be 


























(46662) 


No. 20, 





Sir G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 26.) 

(No. 819.) 
(Pelegraphic,) P. Tehran, December 26, 1900. 

THIS Majesty's consul in Seistan reports that Howson, who is in charge of His 
Majosty’s vico-consulate at Birgared, is treated with scant consideration and respect by 
iis Russian colleague, T informed M, Poklewski confidentially, and he will no doubt 
convey tho necessiry hint to his constl. 

Major O'Connor has now telegraphed to the Government of India recommending 
Howson's appointment as vice-consul, which he believes would greatly help to smooth 
the situation. Tconcur, Please refer to my telegram No, 680 of the 22nd August. 
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[46695] No. 291. 
Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey {Received December 26.) 
(No. 820.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 26, 1909. 


POLICING of southern roads. 

Since my consultation with Major Cox (see my telegram No. 772 of the 6th 
November) the outlook has altered, i 

‘The negotiations which are now in progress for a joint oa may cause: 
gendarmerie to be formed and trained by foreign instructors acceptable to Great Britain 
fnd Ttussia. It will be dificult if we hold out for the employment of Englishmen, even 
civilians, on the southern roads, to urge the Russian Government to omit. from the 
conditions on which her share in the advance will be made conditional, the demand for 
the engagement of Russian mi instructors in the north. ‘The advance might be 
wrecked by such a condition, and it'may therefore prove politic to leave to the Persian 

‘erument the selection of foreign instructors in the south, subject, of course, to our 
;pproval, and to waive our demand for the employment of Englishmen. 

Until the result of the loan negotiations is known, could we not hold our scheme 
beyance ? 












in 








(46658) No. 292, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recrived December 20.) 
No. 516.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 26, 1909. 


PROPOSED advance to Persia. 

Tsaw M. Isvolsky to-day, and left with him a letter, in which I enumerated the 
objections entertained by His Majesty’s Government to granting a large loan to Persia, 
and expressed the hope that the proposal would be dropped by the Russian Govern 
ment, In my letter I urged that the Russian Government should join us in making an 

vance of 400,001, gave the varions reasons why this course commended itself to 
Government, and pointing out how urgently necessary it was that the 
Persian Government should be provided with some funds, & 

M. Tovolsky told me that he. personally was anxious that in this mattor the. to 
Governments should act in harmony, but he feared that it would be a very difficult 
matter to induce the Minister of Binanee to join in the advance, I replied that, it was 
of the greatest importance that we should act in harmony in. this matter, and begged 
M. Isvolsky to impress this aspect of the question on the Ministor of Finance 














































(46665) No. 293. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 26.) 
(No, 364.) : 
(Welegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 26, 1909, 
TURCO-PERSIAN fron 
With reference to your telegram No. 711 of the 23rd December, M. ‘Teharykow 
has informed me that he has telegraphed to his Government that, in his opinion, the 
language of the Turkish Ambassador at St, Petersburgh was too’ vague, and doos not 
warrant action here on the part of Russian Government. His Excellency added that 
it was most improbable that the Porte will agree to a condition which requires them to 
evacuate all points east of the disputed zone, which they have hitherto occupied, I 
agree that it is most improbable. 














[46692] No, 204, 
Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 27.) 
No. 305. 
(elegrapli Pera, December 27, 1909. 





PERSIA telegram No, 364 of 26th December. 


‘been instructed to make communication to Porte, 
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(46853) No. 295 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 668.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 21, 1909. 
I HAVE tho honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I have received 
from M. Isvolsky respecting the question of an advance to the Persian Government, 
Thave, &e. 
‘A. NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in 
M. Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint-Petershourg, le 7 (20) décembre, 1909. 

JHE n'ai pas manqué examiner la question de lavance de 3,000,000 de roubles faire 
‘4 Gouvernement persin, question dont vous m/avez entretenu ces derniers temps et qui 
forme Vobjet de votre aide-mémoire du 27 novembre et de votre lettre du 4 (17) décembre, 
ainsi que d'i téldgramme détaillé de M. Poklewsky. Cette affaire sera soumise un de 
cos jours & Pappréciation du Conseil des Ministres, En attendant, je ne puis qué vous 
‘exposer mon opition personnelle d ce sujet. 

A mon avis, une ayanee de 5,000,000 de roubles ne pourrait gudre contribuer & une 
‘indlioration radicale de Vétat de choses en Perse. Tl n'est plus question 4 Vheure qu'il 
st d'une eriso nigué que ew pays traverscrait, mais plutdt d'un état chronique qui exige 
des moyens plus efficaces, Loin datteindre le but désiré, toute avance modique faite 
‘su Gotivornement persan ne contribuernit qu’a ajourner sa décision de conclure Vemprunt 
indvitable, Aussi me paratt-il douteux que mon Gouvernement consente A verser la 
Perse tune avance queleonque, & moins que Je Gouvernement persian ne demande sismul- 
tanéient Vappui de In Russie eb de VAngleterre pour la réalisation d'un emprunt plus 
‘ou moins considérable, 

D'aprds les données que nous possédons, je erois pouvoir dire que Métat actuel des 
finances de la Perse lui permet de conclure, avee le concours de la Russie et de 'Angle- 
terre, un emprnnt extérieur d'une trentaine de millions de roubles environ, & condition 
Dien entendu qu’ane partie de cet emprant soit affeotée immédiatement & la eonsolida- 
tion on \ Vamortissement. complet de toutes. les dettes flottantes da Gouvernement, 
Porsan, qui atteignent, & ce quiil paratt, le chiffke d'une dizaine de millions de roubles 
Ape prt Catt premidre opdrtionexdeutGe il resterat disposition du Gouverue- 
ment du Schah une vingtainé de millions de roubles, qui lui suffiraient. probablement 
pour hiro fice aux ddpense ndeesttdes par Tntroduetion de séformes sfieuss 

Tl va sans dire que Tappui de la Kussie ne saurait étre accordée A la Perse que 
contre des garanties stires et réslles et A la condition qu'une commission de contrdle 
financier soit institude. A ce propos il-est A noter que dans leurs pourparlers avec les 
ruprésentants de la Russie et de l'Angleterre les Ministres persans n'ont pas abordé la 
question de garanties. Il sera également nécessaire, en outre, d'obtonir du Gonverne- 
ihent du Solah une solution sotifuisinte de quelques affaires qui touchent do. prée aux 
intérdts de la Russie et de VAngleterre, comme, par exemple, ln question des chemins de 
fer, &o, 2 

Je ervis devoir ajouter que les considérations que je viens d'émettre sont parta 

ss en traits uéudratx par mon eolldgue des Finances, avec lequel jai eu un éhange 
vues de sujet: 
Votre sincdrement dévoué, 
ISVOLSKY. 
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[46689] No; 206. 


Sir 4. Johnstone to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 


(No. 160.) 
Sir, Copenhagen, December 22, 1909, 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 61 of the 9th instant, I have the honour 
to report that I called last week at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and told 
Herr Scavenius that I had drawn the attention of His Majesty's Government to the 
article in the “Dannebrog” respecting the proposed expedition by members of the 
Danish Geographical Society tothe countries sitrounding the Porsian Gulf 

T informed his Excellency that you naturally took an interest in the proposed 
journey to the countries in question, and I added that I was instructed to enquire in 
the most friendly way whether ho would be kind enough to supply me with any details 
as to the exact scope of the expedition, 

Herr Scavenius told me that he quite understood the desire of His Majesty's 
Government for details, and he would willingly send for Dr. Olufson and request him 
to give him all the information he could on the subject. ‘ 

When I called to-day at the Ministry Herr Scavenius handed me an English 
translation of a portion of a written statement. made to his Excellency by Dr. Olufsen, 
copy of which I have the honour to enclose. 

His Excellency added that Dr. Olnfsen had told him that it entirely depended on 
the generosity of subscribers whether the proposed expedition ever took plice or not, 

No commercial agents would be attached to the scientific explorers, but these gentlemen 
would keep their eyes open and would report if they perceived any kind of opening 
for Danish commerce in the regions visited. 

Thavo, &e, 
ALAN JOHNSTON, 


Inclosure in No, 291 
Extract from Statement made to Herr Scavenius by Dr. Olufsen, 


(Translation.) 

TD is not possible for the present to give details concerning the plans of the 
expedition, as its duration and the extension of the explorations will depend on what 
amount the committee of the society may be able to gather, 

The working field will be the countries surrounding the Persian Gulf. ‘The 

marpose is scientifical, geological, othnographical, archwological, linguistic, and 
otanioal reesceoted and wrudion Gf sniscsueiiiacn in ib td Gus) 


‘The expedition is supposed to last about one year, and will consist exclusively of 
Danish scientists. 





[46986] No, 207. 
The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—-(Received December 28.) 


Dear Mr. Mallet, 25, Abchureh Lane, London, December 24, 1909, 

TAM much obliged for yours of yesterday. 

On the 22nd we had a wire from Tehran that a mint contract for 20,0000. at 974 
had been obtained, and that in future all minting is to be on account of the Persian 
Government, the Imperial Bank of Persia to import all the silver they may require 
(ie, the Persian Government), We consider the above satisfactory, as also what you 
say about the interest due and the 30,0001. worth of silver misappropriated by the 
mint, 

Wishing all at the Foreign Office the compliments of the season, yours sincerely, 

"P. JACKSON, 
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[46808] No. 298. 
Mr. Wallace to Foreign Office —(Received December 28.) 


6, Langford Place, St. John's Wood, London, 
Dear Mr. Mallet, December 26, 1909. 

TY appears to have been Christmas that delayed D’Arcy’s letter to me. He posted 
it on the 23rd, but it was only delivered here at 10:45 Rt on the 24th, He ‘knows 
absolutely nothing, and has not heard even a rumour, Your information has come as 
a great blow to him—as to all of us, ‘The following are extracts from his letter = 


“T am afraid that I cannot help you with ideas, but one thing is certain—the sale 
must he stopped—for the fnct that the Persian Government is our parter in the 
stronghold of the concession. Could we form a syndicate to buy half the Persian 
Government's rights and interests? ‘They must not sell the whole. We might then 
stipulate that the other half should never be sold. ‘The Foreign Office must help us at 
this juneture, and must be persuaded not to support this ‘English financier” in this 
instance, althongh in other circumstances it may be in the ordinary course of business 

‘Dhis is not_an ordinary bu it does not make for expansion of 
interests, this bribe toa Government which is hard up. ‘The Persian Government's 
interest inthis concession is a large prospective item of national revenue, and they 
should not he allowed! to sell it any more than they would be allowed to sell the revenue 
of one of their ports. Have you any means of finding out whether Cassel is in this ? 
Tt is remote, but possible, Thave thought and thought about who the * financier’ can 
be, but I cannot spot him.” 


With regard to the name suggested by Mr. D'Arcy, I have no means of finding 
out, but probably you have. ‘The suggestion is obviously made at random only, 

Tagree with all that Mr, D’Arey has wi What we dread is not the man who 
will, or may, buy—whoever he may be or whatever his nationality. What we dread 
‘and protost against is the alienation from the Persian Government of any portion of its 
prospective revenue from our undertaking. We stand committed to this undertaking 
both in very large sums of il in a very great cleal of past risk; also of labour, 
ast, present, and future, We have entered upon this undertaking largely with the 

e antl wholly, we believe, with the approval of the British Government, and I 

therofore, that we may be allowed to appeal to you nove ti i 
off what may in conceivable circumstances prove a vei 

Would it be possible for you to request His Britannie Majes 
to endeavour to prevent, by all means in his power, the alienation by the Persian 
Goverment of this prospective reventi 

Railing that, ie, if, in his opinion, the Persian Government will find a buyer and 
will sell in spite of his efforts, would it he possible for you to ascertain from him 

he can persuade them to agree to sell half their rights to us, with the 

stipulation dotailed by Mr, D'Arcy as to the other half. 

T shall not be in town to-morrow, the 27th, but shall he at your disposal any 
day this wweok if you care to send for me. 

Apologising for the length of my letter, Iam, &e. 

BE, W. WALLACE, 





(46695) No, 299, 


Sir Edvard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No. 1371.) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, December 28, 1909. 

SIR G. BARCLAYS. telegram No. $20 of the 26th Bee Ley 

Tf Russian Government will drop condition a ent of military instructors 
in north, it will he better, in view of considerations adv: F proposal as 
to British instructors for southern road-guards, as fur at amy rate as concerns the 
present advance, the immediate settlement of which i 


‘We might leave the selection of the instructors to the Persian Government, subject 
to our approval, and the Russian Government might perhaps follow same course. 





15, 
[47086] No. 300. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Offce—(Received December 29.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, December 28, 1909. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 16th November, and to previous correspon- 
dence on the subject of the provision of road guards in Southern Persia, I am directed 
by the Board of Trade to state, for the information of Sir E. Grey, that they have 
caused enquiries to be made of the principal British firms engaged in the Persian trade 
with regard to the proposed surcharge on imported goods. 

As a result of these enquiries the Board have ascertained that it is probable that 
considerable objection would be taken, by some at least of the firms interested, to. the 
levy at all the ports of the proposed surcharge in order to provide funds for the pro- 
tection of the route inland from one port alone. ‘The Board gather, however, that there 
‘would not be the same objection to the imposition of such a surcharge if levied solely 
on goods entering at Bushire, the road inland from Bushire being the only one proposed. 
to be patrolled. 

Tt would further seem that if the estimate of the cost of @ modified scheme given 
by Acting Consul Bill in his despatch of the Ist Soptember last be accepted as 
approximately correct, a 10 per cent. surcharge at Bushire would, so far ax can be 
judged from statistics available, be sufficient to provide the funds necessary for the 
adoption of that scheme 

Tn view of these considerations, the Board are strongly of opinion thay it would be 
desirable that the proposal to be made to the Persian Government should haye in view 
a surcharge of 10 per cent, on the import duties, collected at Bushire only, the proceeds 
to be devoted, in the manner suggested, for the security of the routes inland from that 
port. If the scheme be approved by that Government, it will of course be necessary to 
arrange for the proceeds of the surcharge to be paid over direct to the representatives 
of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department by the customs authorities at Bushire, to 
stipulate that the surcharge shall not continue in force beyond a definitely limited 
period (say three years) without the consent of His Majesty's Government, and to 
provide for the issiio of all necessary directions to the rond guard officors that their 
primary duty is to ensure the security of the roads as trade routes, and only incidentally 
the security of the telegraph plant. 

Thave, & 
G. J. STANLEY. 





(46653) No. 301, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 137: 
(Relegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 29, 1909, 
ADVANCE to Persian Government, 
With reference to your telegram No, 512 of the 21st December, reporting receipt 
of letter from M Isvolsky, you may inform him, in reply, of the substanco of Tehran 
telegram No. 817 of the 24th December. 


(47185) No. 302, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 30.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. and, by direction of Viscount, Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of enclosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India dated the 29th December, 
relative to a journey by Major P. M. Sykes to Krasnovodsk. 


India Office, December 29, 1909. 


[ue=4] 





196 


Tnelosure in No. 302. 


Major Sykes to Government of India. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Meshed, November 6, 1909. 

I HAVE the honour to make the following report on my recent journey to and 
from Krasnovodsk. : 

2. At Kuchan I noticed that fine substantial premises were being erected for the 
Russian Bank, and there seemed to be more life than formerly in the streets. 

Askabad was much more flourishing than at the end of 1906, when the whole 
country was overshadowed by terrorism. Possibly the improved state of affairs is 
partly due to the fact that the late head of the police is in prison, like many of his 
colleagues in Transcaspia. ‘The railway service still scorns to run in connection with 
the steamers, and no railway guide was procurable at the station, where the time of 
arrival at Krasnovodsk was given a5 3 At. by a porter and as 10 a.at. by tho deputy 
station master. We actually arrived at 8 4.1 ‘Thanks to the kindness of the governor- 
general, two coupés were reserved for my party going to Krasnovodsk and one coupé 
forme on the return journey. Krasnoyodsk, as usual, swarmed with officials ; but 
espionage seemed to be rather slacker than three years ago. In other words, I was not 
followed about. 

3, Upon returning to Askabad, I met Mr. Rennie, and we called on General Evreinov 
that evening. The governor-general is a very small, determined-looking man, some- 
what resembling the portraits of General Marina of Mellila, with a good knowledge of 
French, At first he appeared to us to be somewhat brusque, and he started by asking 
me why we did not allow Said Ahmad Beg Jamshedi to have his family. 

Lexplained to his Pxcellency, at some length, our position in respect to Afghanistan, 
and added that the Afghan authorities were very difficult to move. I also enquired 
whether, if the family were handed over, the Jamshedis would cease to raid across the 
frontier. To this his Excellency replied that there were always raids on the frontier, 
His Wxcellency acknowledged that most of the Jamshedis were returning to 
Afghanistan. 

As his Excellency begged me to try and arrange for the family of Said Ahmad 
Beg to be sent to him J said that I would report hi wishes, but that I could not: 
hold out much hope of their being carried out, as the matter did not rest with us, 

1, General inoy next said that he wondered whether the British Government 
meant to work in with Russia, and added that he personally admired the English, 
but that he could not believe that we really meant to be their friends. Mr, Rennio 
explained that the entente was in its infancy and that time would show its value. His 
remarks visibly impressed his Excellency. 

5. We were then invited to dine at the officers’ club, which is a spacious building 
with a theatre, billiard-room, library, &c. The most curious thing about it was that 
hot a single officer entered it the whole time we were there; and it appears that the 
bicyclists’ club is more popular, possibly because the general does not frequent it, 

6, The general next broached the question of the badness of the Meshed chaussée, 
and remarked that he supposed I should oppose any improvement to it. I replied 
that, on the contrary, I would help on any action taken to remoye what was a source 
of delay, discomfort, and even danger. Mr. Rennie said that he would see the road 
and that if the Russian legation took up the question, he would shortly be at Tehran, 
after having acquired much information on the subject. He added that he felt sure 
that the British legation would be quite ready to support any scheme which was so 
obvionsly for the public good. 

7. ‘The general gradually became more and more friendly, and he next referred to 
the currency question, and was much interested when I explained that much of the 
huge export of Persian krans to Merv reached India via Herat and Quetta and returned 
to Preis vii Bushire. It appears that this question is a burning one, as, in parts of 
‘Transcaspia, krans alone are accepted and the governor-general considers that Russia 
always loses on the exchange. I was pressed to advise on this matter, but explained 
that I did not know enough about it. 

8. Again his Excellency asked me to express an opinion as to whether it was 
necessary to retain the two squadrons of Cossacks at Meshed during the winter. To 
this I frankly replied that I could not express any opinion, but I pointed out that, 
with Russia’s gigantic military resources, the locking up of two sotnias of Cossacks was 
a mere bagatelle. His Excellency appreciated the mpliment, and replied that the 
holding of India by 75,000 British troops was the military marvel of the age. 





(2) No. 304". 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 31.) 
(No. 822.) " aS 
(Tele phic.) P. 


Yehran, December $1, 1909. 
ERSIAN telegraphs, 


Please refer to my telegram No, 622 of the Ist July and my despatch No, 150 of 
the Ist August, 1909, 

Director of Persian section of Indo-European Telegraph Department has received 
an application from the Minister of Telegraphs for the services of an offic 
mouths to superintend the reorgan 
Should tliere be no objection, Barker suggests New for the tas 

The offer willbe employed in druving up a budget estate and prepar a code 


for six 
ation of the Persian telegraph administration. 


of regulations for the direction of the employés ; experience of Persia and of t 

istration and a knowledge of the language aré necessary. Such a man can only 
be found among the Indo-European Telegraph Department stall. I trust therefore that 
the same objection will not be raised by the Russian Government as on the previous 
eeasion, 


A very desirable reform will be indefinitely postponed if application is refused, 


legraph 
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9, Finally, his Excellency insisted on seeing us back to our hotel, walking anm- 
in-arm, and, in saying with the utmost cordiality, he said that next time I 
passed through I must be his guest or he would never forgive me. 

10. In conclusion, six,1 would venture to suggest that if some concession, however 
slight, could be made in the way of meeting General Evremov’s views on the Jamshedi 
question, the effect would, we both consider, be extremely good. I also venture to 
think, as does Mr. Rennie, that the hours we spent with his Excellency have tended 
to remove some misgivings and doubts and to improve our relations with so important 
a personage as the Governor-General of Transcaspia. 

Thave, &e, 
. P. M, SYKES, 
His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, Meshed, 





(46808) No. 303, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Barclay, 
(No, 511) 
(elegraphic.) P. Be Foreign Office, December 80, 1909, 

DARCY cil concession, Acquisition of righta of Parsigh Governmont tinder 
articles 4 and 10. See your telegram No. 816 of the 21st December. 

Strong objection is taken by the oil company to the proposed sale, In viow of 
this, Mr, Blake should be told that any. support from you is impossible, 

With regard to the idea entertained by the Persian Government of alienating 
their interest in the concession, you should dissuade them strongly from such a course, 
If, however, they will undertake never to disposo of one-hall their rights, the oil 
company aro prepared to buy the other half. In the event of other means of dis- 
suasion proving unsuccessful, you may inform the Persian Government of this 
proposal 5 

‘The oil company regard the question as one of the greates importance, 

No application from any intending purchaser has been received here up to now, 





(47274) No, 304, 
Treasury to Foreign Office —( Received. December 31.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, December 30, 1900, 

IN reply to Mr, Mallet’s letter of the 21st instant, Iam directed by tho Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury to state, for tlie information of Secretary Sir 
Edward Grey, that they sanction the charge to Imperial funds of one-half of tho 
expenses (3012, 17s, 10d.) incurred in order to replace the horses and equipment lent 
dy tho 18th Prince of Wales's Own ‘Tiwana Lancers in 1907 for tho uso of the Indian 
guard at Ahwaz, “ 

This sanction is, however, only given on the understanding that the horses and 
equipment of the guard, when no longer required at Ahwaz or for the purpose 
described in Foreign Office letter of the 15th ultimo, will be used for the necessary 
purposes of establishments in Persia to which His Majesty's Government contribute, 
cor that in case of sale, one-half of the proceeds ywill be credited to the dmporial 
Exchequer. 

Tam, &e, 
T. L, HWATH, 





[3] No. 305, 


Sir G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December BL) 
(No. 823.)_ 5 
(elegraphic.) En clair. Tehran, December 31, 1900, 

PERSIAN Government's forces, after defeating several times Karadaghis under 
Rahim Khan's son, have entered Abar, where they were welcomed by the population. 
Karadaghis have fled northwards towards Shekerlu, whore Rahim Khan is believed 
to be. 
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[46808] No. 306. 


Foreign Office to Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 


ir, Foreign Office, December 31, 1909. 

I AM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 26th instant relative to the attempt by a British financier to acquire the 
interest of the Persian Government in the so-called D'Arcy Oil Concession. 

Tam to inform you in reply that, in view of the terms of your letter, Sir E. Grey 
has addressed a telegram to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran stating that your 
Company have the strongest objection to this transaction, and instructing him to inform 
Mr. Maurice Blake, the representative of the financier in question, that he is unable to 
support his application. 

Sir G, Barclay has been further instructed strongly to dissuade the Persian 
Government from alienating their interest in the concession, and, in the event of failure, 
to attain this object by other means, has been authorised to inform them that your 
Company are willing to purchase half their rights on condition that they will undertake 
not to part with the remainder. 3 

Tt was intimated that your Company attached the greatest importance to this 
matter. 

Tam, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 




















